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TO 

The Right Honourable 
, HENRY DUNDASS, 



Sir, 

IN the litde Journey in which I made the 
following remarks, I looked about me, — perhaps 
with a carelefs, — ^perhaps with a purblind eye; — 
but, certainly with the anxiety of an honeft Briton, 
jealous for the honour, jealous for the profperity of 
his country : And I thought, that I could difcern 
the natural circumftances, and the fair accidental 
advantages which feemed feivourable refpedively, to 
the induftry, the virtue, the wealth, the happinefs 
of the inhabitants of the diflPerent parts of Scotland 
which I had occafion to vifit,- — to be, every where, 
happily feconded by the principles of the Britifli 
Conftitution, and the conduft of his Majefty's pre- 
fent Adminiftration. I thought, that I could equally 
diftinguiih Improvement, in thofe places, in which 
its progrefs appeared flow, ftationary, or retrograde^ 
to be there checked by fomething unfavourable in 
their natural circumftances, or by accidental difad- 
vantages ; not by the negligence or injuftice of the 
Britifh Legiflature, or by the weaknefs or partiality 
of the fervants of the Executive Government. 

The 
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The medley of ^|rrative and refleftion in which 
I have detailed thofe obfervations, has, I fear, little 
elegance of compofition, — little that is new, impor- 
tant, or curioufly minute in fafts, — few proofs of 
any enlarged comprehenfion of intelleft, — and few 
marks of depth or nicety of difcernment, to recom- 
mend it to notice. And there is a confiderablei 
ihare of Hghtcr matter intormingled. 

Yet, 1 prefume to dedicate it to yqu. Sir, in the 
perfuafion, that, to a Minifter, wlio, without Ihiin* 
ning, without courting popular applaufe, feeksonly 
the welfare of his country, and the honour of his 
Sovereign, and ^urfues thefe objefts with the zeal, 
the judgment, the knowledge, the energy necefiary 
to command fuccefs ; — ^to a Man whofe fteady virtue 
and abilities, thus confpirc with the confidence of 
his country, to give a generous elevation to his cha^ 
rader^ — ^Nothing fuggefted by a modeft joy in the 
national profperity, and a modeft wifh to lee that 
profperity permanent, — can be altogether unaccep* 
table, — even from a young man fo very k)w an4 
obfcure as, 

SlRy 

Your moft obedient 
Edinburgh, 7 and very humblc fcrv^njt, 

If ay i6th, I793- J ' 

ROBERT HERONi 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

U If ACCOMPANIED With EngravingSy and publijhed in 
detached volumes ; this Work appears under corifiderable 
difadvantages^ The fecond volume containing among 
other things the Author* s obfervations on Galloway and 
Ayr-Jhire^ and on the great feats of manufacturing in^ 
dujiry in thefhires of Renfrew^ Lanerk^ and Stirling^ 
will probably be found more interefiing than the prefent. 
Reviewing his wprk^ when the charm of novelty and 
the ardour of compojition are over ; the author finds it 
fo very imperfecta in his own efiimation^ that he dares 
hardly hope for the notice of the Public^ or the mercy (f 
the Critic. The fecond volume will appear within 4 
few weeks* 

Edinburgh, May ai, 1793. 
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REASONS • 

WHICH INDUCED ME TO COLLECT THE MATEklAW 
OF THE PRESENT WORK. 



It is difficult to reconcile the habits o£ ftudious^ 
with thofe of adive life. The advantages natural^^ 
ly attached to one of thefe modes of employment 
are not eafily communicated to the other. He 
who retires to cultivate his underftanding in his 
dofet, is liable to lofe that dexterity of hand, and 
that quick perfpicacity of eye, which are acquired or 
improved in adtivc external employments and a- 
mufements. The buftle of adtive life, again, is 
commonly unfavourable to our powers of Recollec- 
tion, of Reafoning, and of Abftraftion^ Books 
turn us to theoretic {peculation : and the* bufinefe 
of the world has fome tendency to unfit the Imagi- 
nation, and the Reafoning Faculty for that exercife. 
Men of ftudy often have their minds filled with ge- 
neral notions, without a due proportion of parti- 
Voik. h A ' cular 
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cular fafts ; men of bufinefs are fometimes capable 
of little elfe than minute details. 

Baving been, for a fcries of years, fubjefted to 
many of the inconveniencies, although perhaps, 
without reaping many of the advantages of a life 
of ftudy and retirement: I lately refolved'to ti^ 
the benefits of a fhort excurfion through fome parts 
•of my native country. I pleafed myfelf with the 
hope that I might, in this way, quicken my powers of 
obfervatiofiy by the view of thofe numberlefs, un- 
connefted particulars, which, in every country, meet 
the traveller's eye. Among fuch a diverfity of 
objeds, fome are unavoidably interefting. And 
wherever the mind isr interefted, its attention is 
engaged. It is thus roufed from th^t languor into 
which, in long confinement within a narrow inhere, 
it is apt to fink. Its faculties gain a new elafticity 
and energy, and become capable of nobler exer- 
tions. A city and a fedentary life, efpecially when 
one moves not in a very es^tenfive, fodal circle, 
have a tendency to deaden and relax all the firmer 
nerves of the foul. Thefe, diverfity of focial con- 
verfe, and varied afpeds of nature and of life will 
beft rcftore to their proper tone. 

* 

Travelling, too, to him who is, in any de- 
gree^ more qipable of pbfervation, than a poft 

horfe 
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horik^ * muft prove a difim^ aod highly beneficial 
Kne ofjhdy. There are certain claffes' of the Arts, 
and of the objedls of Tafte, with which an acquaint- 
ance cannot fae. obtained otherwife than by travel- 
ling, to examine them in their natural iituations. 
Of the operations of Agriculture, for inftance, lit^ 
tie knowledge can be gained from boeks alone : We 
will not eafily conceive in what manner nature and 
human ipduftry confpire to make the earth yield 
her vegetable ftores in the richeft abundance; un- 
kfi we view the growing crop in the various ftages 
of its progrds, and bbfcrve the feries of the huf.- 
bandman's labours. The minuter arts of life, too, 
which are not praftifed by difiind clafies of artizans, 
but by every individual, or every family, for them^ 
fdvesy can become known to us pnly by the £ime 
adual oUervatioou Nor can books ever form the 
Tafie to judge of the beauties of natural or orna.^ 
mented fcenery. The naturalift, in like manner, 
£nds bis moft interefting cabinet in the wide range 
in which nature has priginally difpofed all the fub- 
jeds of his faience. Nay, it were endlefs to enu- 
merate, the different branches of knowledge which 
are to be acquired either folely, or at leaft moft ad- 
Tantageoufly, in travelling. . r 

Isjiudying the Civil Hijiory and Antiquities o£ my 
country^ I had found tlie dcfcriptions and draughts 

A ij* of 
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of the Geographer and the Land-Survcyor iniiiffi- 
cient to enable me always to follow the hiftorian or 
antiquarian with all the certainty I defired* Every 
one knows how unintelligible allufions to place muft 
always prove, when the relative fituation of the 
place is not underftood* Defcriptive poetry is, for 
thji3 reafon, ^ways languid, unlefs where it exhibits 
otlly the more general features of the fcenery. The 
barrows, the moats, the vefBges of camps, and the 
remains of towns and caftles fcattered through dif- 
ferent parts of Scotland, can be but imperfeftly 
known to him who has examined them only in the 
coHfufed accounts of antiquarians. The fields where 
oiir moft eventful battles have been fought cannot 
be diftinctiy conceived by the imagination which 
has nothing but the hiftorian's narrative to aid it* 
It is pleafing, likewife, to examine what changes 
the fcenes diftinguifhed by the events of former 
times have fince undergone ; where the foreft has 
mouldered down intd a mofs ; or where the impaf^ 
fable morafs has been improved by induftry into a 
garden. Still more interefting is it, to compare the 
prefent language and manners of the inhabitants of 
any particular diftrift witlj thofe anciently afcribed 
to them; and to trace the fluftuations they have 
fufFered, and the circumftances by which thefe have 
\)een oecafiqned. 
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I HAD alfo formed yim^ general ideas concerning the 
principles of civil policy^ trade ^ and national indujiry^ 
the truth or fallaqr of which I wiibed to prove by 
an examination and induftion of correfponding fa<^. 
Qnly by feeldng opportunities of converfing with 
intelligent traders and manufafturers ; of enquiring 
into the negociations of trade^ and viewing the 
operations of manufaduring induftry ; of acquaint- 
ing myfelf with the a6hial fiate of manner^ and of 
police, of the di£ferent branches of public (economy, 
and of the eftablifhments for the diftribution of juf- 
tice }— did it feem probable that I might' attain the 
knowledge of thofe £ids which I was thus anxious 
to coUeft. 

« *> 

Tbe feelings of the hearty tocj may be bettered by a 
furvcy of the varied fcenery of one's native coun- 
try ; by remarking the charader and condition of 
its various inhabitants, and beholding Jiow greatly 
their ingenious induftry has improved the conve- 
niencie$ of nature. The attachments of patriotism 
are thus cheriflied in the breaft. ' A generous defire 
that one may alfo contribute a mite, however fmall, 
to the fervice of one's country, is awaked in the 
foul. An emulation of worth and dignity of cha- 
rader is excited } and mean manners^ aiid vicious 
condud are regarded with increaUng abhorr^ficc. 

WiTf: 
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With thcfe views in xny mind, I prepared to 
leave Edinburgh in the be^ning of Auguft, 1792. 
I faw that fuch advantages might be gained in an 
excudion through fome of the more interrefting 
parts of Scotland. I could hot indeed flatter my- 
felf, that I ihould be able to feize them alL The 
time, and the expence which I had to fpare, were 
hot cqnfiderable enough to enable me to gain many 
of them. But, fuch coniiderations as the above, fcr- 
ved to make me fet out with pleafure on my little 
tour, and to examine, with an eye of intereft and 
curiofity the objeds which occurred to my obfor- 
vation. 

Of the fads which I had an opportunity to gather, 
I trufted few to memory ; but carefully noted down, 
as I oMerved. With local fads I could not help in- 
terfperfing thofe general principles to which my 
mind infenlibly referred them. I was fon^etimes 
led to recolkA the tranfadions of paft times ; and 
fometimes hurried cm by imagination to conceive 
the poffibilities of futurity. I confined not my views 
to any one particular traft of oMcrvation and en- 
quiry. I was neither a fentimental, an agricultural, 
a commercial, a virtuofo, nor an antiquarian tra* 
yttUer j but a fort of compound of all thde. Every 
clafs of obje£b, and almoft every ohytA had more 
^T lefe of my attention. Only, I believe, it might 

* have 
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have been better, if I had been either more a mere 
matter of fad man, or a more vigorous thinker. , 

The medley of narrative, obfervation, and re- 
flexion, which I have formed, I commit, fuch as it 
is, to the candour of the public. Perhaps it may- 
yield entertainment ; perhaps it may convey fome 
inftruftion. If it fiball be acknowledged to afford 
either, I ihall be well pleafed. 
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JOURNEY 

THROUGH THE WESTERN PARTS 

OF 

SCOTLAND. 



From Edinburgh to the South Fmrrt. 

BY the middle of Auguft, Edinburgh is com- 
monly deferted by all the migratory part of its 
inhabitants, whether people of gaiety, of ftudy, or 
of bufindfe. The places of public amufement are 
fliut up ; the ParUament-houfe is left in empty foli- 
tude and iilence; the college-gates are no longer 
thronged : only a few paffengers faunter here and 
there, through the ftreets: the ihopkeepers hang 
idly in their doors ; and fuch of them as fancy them- 
felves perfons of tafte begin to think of repairing, 
for half a week, to fome fafhionable watering-place. 
It was about this time that the allurements of the 
country drew me from Edinburgh. 

Having, on the preceding year, travelled, on 
horfeback, at an earlier time in the feafon, over 
the firft part of the route I now intended to take ; 

Vol. I. B I refolved. 
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10 JOURNEY THROUGH 

I refolvcd, on the prcfcnt occafioo^ to prefer the 
ibge-coach. I had been very little accuftomed to 
the motion of wheeled carriages ; and never before 
to the chance-company of a ftage-coach : for both 
thefe reafons, therefore, this mode of travelling was 
recommended to me by its novelty. Of the amufe- 
ment to be found among the accidental afiemblage 
of mutual ftrangers with which a fiage-coach 4s of- 
ten filled, I had indeed conceived (anguine ideas. 
I fancied, that I might perhaps meet with fome 
fingular oddities of charader, perhaps with fome 
wonder of good fenfe and intelligence; that I 
fhould be entertained vnth the lofty firangene& and 
filence which my company would at firft maintain ;. 
-^with the gracious airs which each would, by de- 
grees, condefcend to affiime, in order to encourage 
what he might deem the timidity (^ the refl ;-—- ^ 
with their awkward attempts at difguife of charac-* 
ter and fituation, through which the clwen-fooP 
could hardly fail to appear ; — ^with the ardour of 
mutual kindnefs, and the eagern^& to oblige and 
entertain, to which oil would probaWy be wrought 
up ; — and with the fuUenneis and ennui into which 
all were likely to fink back, when tljey fliould find^ 
each his companions unwilling to allow his claims- 
to importance : that, be thefe things how they 
might, I fhould at leall find my own obfervation 

of 
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PART OF SCOTLAND. ii 

<»f the objcfts on the way, affifted by the remarks 
<rf toy fellow-travellers. 

In thefe hopes I went to the Black-bull Inn, Ro- 
bertfon*s, and took a feat to Perth, in the Stage- 
xx)ach, or rather chaife, which runs between Edin- 
burgh and Aberdeen. My fellow-travellers were 
two young gentlemen going to Aberdeen, in whom 
I was indeed dlfappointed of the peculiar entertain- 
ment I had expeded; as I difcovered nothing of 
them, but that they were very amiable in their 
manners, and fufliciently intelligent. 

At, about eleven o'clock in the forenoon, we 
feated ourfdves in the chaife ; and the driver took 
his poft. We had hardly fet out, when he percei- 
ved fomething to be wrong about one of his wheels, 
and afterwards fomething to be equally fo about 
the ^ening of our baggage. We remained in the 
chaife, in the middle of Prince's Street, till all was 
redified. In the mean time, I could not help re- 
gretting, that a ftreet fo elegant as Prince's Street, 
and which is frequented by the gay and fafhionable, 
as the Mall of our metropolis, fbould be feated fo 
immediately over a foetid marfh, and fhould enjoy 
no better a front profped than that of the empty 
bafon which once contained the North Loch, now 
^cwkwardly, althbugh uiefully divided by an earth- 

B 2 en 
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t2 JOURNEY THROUGH 

en mound, — ^and of the fmoky, irregular buildings 
on the north fide of the Old Town. The Caftle is 
too near, to form an objeft of grandeur in the 
profpeft. The fpire lately erefted on the Weft- 
Kirk, has, however, a fine eflFe<Sl, efpecially in ha^y 
weather, when feen from the Eaftern end of Prin- 
ce's Street. This ftreet, and the whole line of 
buildings in the New Town ftiir continue to be car- 
ried farthcri weftward. Many new houfes are, at 
the fame time rifing through the Old Town, and 
indeed on all quarters of Edinburgh. Yet, I fear, 
that the population, and the opulence of this City 
do not, at prefent, increafe in the proportion of 
the buildingSi, Families now occupy more room, 
and require more elegant accommodation than for- 
merly. Befides, when any particular trad of in- 
duftry has been opened and entered upon, it can- 
not be, all at once deferted, even although it fihall 
have ceafed to be highly advantageous. The build- 
ers and their workmen, having in a great meafure 
fupplicd the firft, eager demands of the citizens of 
Edinburgh for new and more elegant houfes, arc 
now obliged to content themfelves with fmaller 
profits, and to hazard greater rifks, rather than 
forfake the line of employment which they have 
been accufl:omed to purfue. This circumftance 
proves advantageous to the citizens/iin general ; af- 
fording them a greater choice of houfes, whether 

te 
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PART OF SCOTLAND. 13 

to purchafe or to rent, and thofe, by confequcncc, 
at more moderate rates. 

Our driver, at length, fatisfied himfelf and us, 
that he had made all fafe. He then mounted and 
drove on. As we advanced, Pendand hiUs, with 
an intervening traft of rich, cultivated, and orna- 
mented country appeared on our left. But, in the 
confinement of the chaife, we had only an imper- 
feft glimpfe of that profped. We foon after left 
Drumfheugh, a feat of the earl of Moray's, on our 
right hand; and, within a little, found ourfelves 
croffing the water of Leith. On the left^ on the 
fouthern bank of the river, and immediately above 
the bridge, we obferved a confiderable depth and 
extent of quarry, cut in a whin-rock. Heaps of 
fiones flood ready dreffed, fome for paving, others 
for building. Incruftations of fpar appeared over 
the rock. 

Approaching the bridge, we had remarked the 
gardens adjoining to the houfe of Deanes, which 
cover the flope of a hill, on th6 weftern fide of 
which the river paffes. The produftions of thofe 
gardens are fold in the markets of Edinburgh. In 
fummer they are occafionally vifited by parties who 
come to eat the ftrawberries and other fummer^ 
Iruits^ where they grow. Adjoining to thofe gar* 

dens. 
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14 . JOURNEY THROUGH 

dens, on the eaft fide, arc the grounds of Dean* 
Haugh : and, at the eaftern termination of the hill, 
ftands^ the houfe of Dean-Haugh, built, in the flyle 
of an old Gothic ecUfice. It was the taftc and anti- 
quarian (kill of the late Walter Rofs, W. S. that 
gave it this form. I know not whether any ancient 
building ever flood here. But, the fituation is one 
of thofe which our forefathers w«re accuftomed to 
prefer for their houfes. The fame tafte which gave 
its antique afped to the houfe, has in like manner, 
prefided in the ornamenting of the narrow domain 
belonging to it. Of the late poffeffor I cannot help 
adding, that his furviving acquaintance fpeak in 
very warm language of his knowledge in law, of 
his tafte for antiquities, of his wit, humour, and 
talents for convivial converfation. 

Nearly oppofite to the houfe. of Dean-Haugh, 
and on the fouthern fide of the' river, is St Ber- 
nard's Well ; a fpring of mineral water, mineraliz- 
ed, I believe, by what is called, in the modern lan- 
guage of Chemiftry, fulphurated hydrogenous gas. 
The hoFthern bank afibrds another fpring or two 
of the fame charafter. It Ihould fee;n, from the 
denomination, that St Bernard's Well muft have 
been known by its medicinal qualities in the days 
of Popery. The fame powers were then afcribed 
^ Saints, which had been attributed by the andent 

heathens 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



PART OF SCOTLAND. ts 

heathens to their hoft of Divinities. Every thing 
was zealoufly put under the proteftion of fome 
£dnt or other. This mineral fpring muft have beea 
tiien dedicated to St Bernard, whofe nime it haa 
£nce retained. Its virtues had, however, been for 
a con&lerable time, overlooked by the inhabitants 
of the neighbourhood. The citizens of Edinburgh 
repaired eagerly to diflant watering-pi^es, without 
enquiring^ whether they might find medicinal wa- 
ter at home. But, within thefe few years, Lord 
Gardenftone became ' proprietor of St Bernard's 
Well. His Lordihip's well known philanthrophy 
and public fpirit immediately fuggefted to him the 
poflibility of rendering its waters mote ufeful to 
the puldk. He has, at a very confiderable expence, 
built an handfome Gredan edifice over the fpring^ 
in which the waters are difiributed by a proper per- 
Ibn, and at a very trifling price, to every one that 
thirjieth for them. Hfe Lordfhip's endeavours have 
accompliflxed his purpofe. The citizens of Edin^ 
burgh are now perfuaded, that thefe waters are la- 
lutary in various cafes j and have, particularly, a 
fingular tendency to give a good breakfafting appe« 
titcj in confcquence of which, old and young, 
xnales smd females, have, for thefe two or three laft 
fummers, crowded to pay their morning refpeds 
to Hygeia in the chapel which Lord Gardenftone 
has ereded to her» 

At 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



i6 JOURNEY THROUGH 

At a final! diftance weft ward from the well ftand 
large Mills in which the bakers of Edinburgh have 
a confiderable part of their flour prepared. On ei- 
ther hand, whether weftward or eaftward from the 
bridge, the banks of this river prefent a range 
of fceneiy, cultivated and ornamented, as be- 
comes the vicinity of a great dty. Towards Leith,' 
the profpeft is wonderfully rich. Several fmall vil- 
lages are fcattered on the fouthern bank. On the 
northern, the houfes of Mr Rochead, and of Mr 
Muir are two of the handfomeft villas tliat Scotland 
has to boaft of. This whole plain is indeed fo be- 
iprinkled with handfome boxes^ and divided into fo 
many little ornamented domains, as to befpeak ftri- 
kingly the increafing opulence pf the citizens of 
Edinburgh, their tafte for the more elegant conve- 
niencies of life, and their paffion for the enjoyment 
and the dignity connected with the pofleflion of a 
country-feat. — Weftward, the banks of this river 
difplay fewer villas, gardens, and ornamented fields; 
but they exhibit that perfedion of agriculture, 
which the hujft)andman is naturally prompted to 
cultivate, when he finds a ready market for the 
moft valuable productions which his grounds can 
be improved to raife j wheat, barley, oats, potatoes, 
turnips, and thofe grafles which afford the beft hay 
and green pafture. Befide finding a ready market 
for the articles which they raife, farmers in the vi- 
cinity 
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cinky of a great town have alfo the adv^ilitage of 
obtaining the richeft of all manures from its fireets^ 
and from the public jakes. ^ 

As we advanced towards Queehsferry, we had ftijl 
• under our eyes a rich and fertile country. The gen- 
tlemen's houfes on either hand were numerous. 
Even the farm houfes are uncommonly neat and 
feemingly commodious. The fields were covered 
with luxuriant crops, which, through the unufual 
wetnefs of the feafon, had yet affumed very little of 
a yellow hue. Dry ftone-walls of a decent ftruc- 
ture, divided them from the road.- The interfec* 
tions were formed chiefly by ditches and green fen- 
ces. Clumps of wood were fcattered here and 
there, as the waving inequalities of the ground, ot 
other circumftances had direded. On the north* 
eaftern fide of the highway, and at no great dif- 
tance beyond the Water of Leith, is a quarry of 
what fpecies of ftone I did not learn : but, I be- 
lieve, that the builders of Edinburgh are furniflied 
from it with large maffes, — ^perhaps of grey granite. 
Where men are aflembled in great numbers, every 
thing becomes valuable. Thofe articles which na* 
ture affords in fuch abundance, that, in other plai- 
ces the appropriation of them is unnecejfTary, are 
matters for {ale and purchafe in the neighbourhood 
' Vol. I. C of 
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df a great city : water comes there to be fold by 
meafure, and ftones by weight. 

We had foon a glimpfe of the Forth, and a view 
bf the fouthern fide of the rich county of Rfe. 
The eye wandered, with delight, over one of^ the 
moft populous, fertile, and cultivated territories- in 
Scotland. Its coals, its limefione, its abundant 
crops, its thriving manufafturing villages, and the 
high rents which tenants are there enabled to pay- 
to their landlords, without impoverifhing them- 
felves, occurred all together to the mind, and gave, 
infenfibly, a' new charm to the landfcape. As^the 
Firth opened more fully to the view, the heart was 
fwelled with emotions of fublimity aiid pleafure. 
Its noble width, its influence on the induftry and 
opulence of thie adjoining country, the creations of 
human Art along its banks, the fleets of trade, or 
of war which its Roads have fheltered, the times 
when it conftituted a boundary of the Roman Em- 
pire, and when it protefted the Saxons from the 
incurfions of the Scots, already viftorious over the 
Pifts, — crowded all into the train of thought which 
how pafled through my mind. I was thus led to 
xefleft on the benignity with which the author of 
nature has ordered the relative difpofition of land 
and water in a manner highly favourable to human 
iiiduftry and happinels j on the power of man to 

fubduc 
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iubduc the ftubbornnefs of nature, and to multiply 
wonderfully, by ingenious art, the conveniencies 
which nature aflFords j and oh the varying afpecl? 
which the face of a country affumes with the vari- 
ous fluduations of civil life. 

In a fhort time, we reached the South Ferry; 
which has been named Queensferry, in confequence 
of being the paffage by which Margaret, Queen to 
our Malcolm IIL ufed to crofs the Forth, on her 
way to and from Dunfermline, where (he chiefly 
refided. The Royal Burgh of Queensferry lies a- 
long the fouthern bank of the Forth. It is not 
large. What number of inhabitants it may con. 
tain, I know not. Nor am I better informed, iji 
refpeft to the induftry or trade of its citizens. Con- 
fiderable quantities of foap were, not many years 
fincc, manufaftured here ; but, I believe, that tliis 
manufadure has been greatly checked by the fevere 
cxaftion of the Excife Duties. 

At no great diftance above the town of Queens- 
ferry ftands Hopeton-Houfe, a fine feat belonging 
to the noble family of Hopeton. Frequent excur- 
fions are made from Edinburgh to Queensferry, by 
parties who come to view this houfe, and the fur- 
rounding pleafure-grounds. Thcfe I have only feejm 
^t a diftance ; and, therefore, cannot enter into a 

C 2 particular 
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particular defcription of them. I am, however, 
tempted to mention (what I have learned, while 
4extending the notes of my journey), that the citi- 
zcns of Queensferry have lately received a moft 
agreeable proof of the vicinity of Hopeton-Houfe, 
in a prefent of £ 200, from the Earl and Countcfs 
of Hopeton, for the benefit of their burgh. 

This Ferry is one of the moft frequented paflages 
over the Forth. The others are by the ferry-boats 
between Leith and Pettycur, and by the bridge of 
Stirling. Stage-coaches between Aberdeen, Perth, 
and Edinburgh run this way. The intercourfe be- 
tween the Mid-Highlands and the South-eaftern 
parts of Scotland is chiefly in this line. And ^ 
good number of carriers travel, this way, weekly, 
or oftener. Travelling by this ferry, upon a for- 
mer occafion, I remember to have here met a drove 
pf Dutch or Flemifh horfes, of a great fize, which, 
having been accidentally landed fomewhere on the 
Eaft coaft of Fife, were conveyed by this way tq 
Leith, the port to which they had been cbnfigned. 
Upon the prefent occafion, we were met at the fer- 
ry, by a company of reapers from the Highlands, 
who were going fouthward, to aflift in the labours 
pf the harvcft : for the Highlanders, if an idle race, 
f^re fo, from the circuttiftances of their country, 

S9? 
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not through unwilHjignefs to cam the comforts of 
Hfe hy honeft mduftry. 

I AM forry, I cannot £xy of the Ina at the.South*- 
Feory^ that it is more than tokrabte. 



South Ferrt to Kinross. 

After waiting fome time, till a boat which was 
in the middle of the Firth when we came within 
fight, arrived, and landed its freight ; we entered 
it, and proceeded to the oppofite ihore. The paf- 
fenger enjoy?; a fine profpeft from the middle of the, 
-Firth. At Queensferry it is fuddenly contrafted, 
by the projection of the land on the northern' fliorc^ 
to the breadth of two miles ; but, fprcads out, al- 
moft immediately, towards the Weft, into a beau- 
tiful and capacious bay. The view extends weft- 
ward, nearly to Stirling; and eaftward to the 
mouth of the Firth, near the ifle of May. The eye 
gazes, by turns, on the cdaft of Lothian, and on 
that of Fife; fometimes fixes for a few moments, 
on the ifles of Inch-Colm and Inch-Garvy ; and is 
then perhaps cauglit by the fmoke arifing^from the 
ialt-pans and fire-engines of Burrowftounnefs ; or 
remarks, on the northern (hore. Lord Elgin's lime 
^orks, Rofy the caftle and Dunibriflel, a feat belonging 

^9. 
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to the Earl of Murray ; while Burnt-Ifland, the road 
of Leith, and Edinburgh caftle are feen in diftant 
perfpeftive. On the ifle of Inch-Garvy is a ruinousf 
fortification which was repaired, I believe, when 
the late Paul Jones threatened thefe coafls. In this 
paflage, I faw, for the firft time, feveral porpoifes, 
a well-known fpecies of fifhes, abounding in this 
Firth. Their carcafes afford a proportion of oil 
which renders them not unworthy of the fifher- 
inan's pains. The form is not unlike that of a hog. 
J)ivers fea-fowls hovered over, or floated before us. 

While carried in fecurity acrols the Firth, I was 
infenfiblyled to refleft on the amazing improve- 
ment of Scottifh dexterity and fldll in naval mat- 
ters, fince the time when the navigation even of 
this Firth was reckoned perilous. Such, indeed, 
was, anciently, the danger of flupwreck on our 
coails in the winter-months, that a law was enaded 
in the reign of James III, and was afterwards, fre-- 
quently renewed, — enjoining ; **• That there be na 
fchip frauched out of the realm, with any ftaplc 
gudes, fra the feafl of Simon's day and Jude, unto 
the feaft of the purification of our Lady, called 
Canddmafe *.'* It was at an earlier period, pro- 
bably, than the inftitution of this decree, that m2b- 
py of thft Scottifh nobles were loft in the Firth, in 

.SHI 
^ ijames UL ParL ^, Chap* i^f 
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an expedition on which they were fent out, at 
an unfortunate feafon, under a Sir Patrick Spence* 
The ballad in which this mournful event is record- 
ed, having been frequently fung to me, in my infant 
years, rifes to my remembrance, accompanied by 
fo many pleaiing adventitious aflbciations, that I 
cannot forbear inferting it here. It is a fpecimen 
of the poetry and the language, and is defcriptive 
of the manners of the SaxorU/ed Scots, — ^poffibly of 
the thirteenth or the fourteenth centuries. Dun- 
fermline feems to have been, then, a favourite feat 
of the Scottiih fovereigns. 

The king fits in Dumferling toune^ 

Drinking the bluds-reid wine : 
O whar will I get a gude failor. 

To fail this fchip of mine ? 

Up and fpak an eldern knight. 

Sat at the king's richt kne : 
Sir Patrick Spence is the beft failor 

That fails upon the fe. 

The king has written a braid letter. 

And fign'd it wi' his hand ^ 
And fent it to Sir Patrick Spence, 

Was vralking on the fand. 

Tlie firft line that Sir Patrick red,. 

A loud lauch lattched he^; '' 

Tfce 
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The next line rhat Sir Patrick red. 
The teir blinded hisv ec. 

O wha is this has don this deed> 

This ill deed don to me j 
To fend me out, this time o' the zeir. 

To fail upon the fe ? 

Mak hafte, mak hafte, my mirry men all. 
Our guid fchip fails tl|e morne. 
. O fay na fae, my maifter deir. 
For I feir a deadlie ftorme. 

Late, late yeftreen, I faw the new moonc, 
Wi' the ^uld moone m her arme ; 

And I feir, I feir, my deir matter. 
That we will come to harme. 

O our Scots nobles wer richt laith 
To weet their cork-heil'd fchoone 

But lang owre a' the play wer play'd, 
Thair hats they fwam aboone. ^ 

O lang, lang may thair ladies fit, 
Wi' thair fans into their hand. 

Or eir they fe Sir Patrick Spence 
Cum failmg to jbhe land. 

O lang, lang may the ladies ftand 
Wi' thair gold kems in their hairi 

Waiting for theur ain deir lordsj 
For they'll fe them na mair. 



Hare 
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Have owre, have owre to Aberdour, 
Its fifty fathojn deip : 
. And thalr lies guid Sir Patrick Spence» 
Wi' the Scots lords at his feit. 

So frail were then the ftouteft veffels in the Scot- 
tifli navy ; fo fearful its moil fkilful mariners ; fo 
difficult the navigation of the Firth of Forth ! Be- 
fide thefe circumftances, this ballad commemorates 
fads illuftrative of the manners of thofe times. It 
was then a fafhion, it Ihould feem, prevalent a- 
xnong the nobility to wear cork-heeled flioes. The 
ladies ufed fans, and wore no ornament on their 
heads, except a metal comb, confining the hair. 
The hat^ not the Scottifh blue bonnet, was the fa- 
ihionable covering for the heads pf the men.T— Nor 
are thefe fimple ftrains deftitute of poetical merits. 
There is a beauty in the manner in which Sir Patrick 
Spence is reprefented as pafling haftily from his reflec- 
tions on the probable danger to which he was injudi- 
doufly or malicioufly expofed, to give orders for the 
neceflary preparations for the voyage ; in the image 
introduced by the failor who wilhes to divert him 
from his purpofe j in the abrupt tranfition to the 
iata^ confequences of this ill-timed voyage ; and in 
ike images by wliich the diftrefs of its mifcarriage 
is marked. 

Vol. I. D While. 
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While my thoughts were, thus, infenfibly witfi- 
drawn from the prefent fcenes, our boat reached 
the northern 'fliore; and I was roufed from my 
mufing, by my fellow paflengers ftepping eagerly 
upon the land. 

• ♦ Near the North. Ferry are confiderable mafles of 
granite, difpofed in perpendicular ftacks. Above 
thefe is a reddifh- earth full of friable, micaceous 
Rodulesv In thefe granite rocks, extenffve quarries 
have been cut, and the ftones carried to pave the 
ftrcets of London. The village, called the North 
Ferry, is much fmJJtter than the oppoflte' burgh on 
flie fouthern fliore. It is probably of equal anti- 
quity. Here flood pnce a chapel which was en- 
dowed by Robert I, and religious fervice perform- 
ed in it by the monks of Diinfermlihe. 

Aberdour, mentioned in the laft Stanza of the 
above ballad, is the name of a parifh and a village, 
fituated Eaft from North Ferry, bn the fame fide of 
the Firth. The Earl of Morton has there an hand- 
fome feat. It has been long the property of the 
noble family of Douglas. — To obtain the privilege 
of a burial-place in their church, Allen de Morti- 
mer, from whofe family the eftate of Aberdour 
paffed into the hands of the Douglaffes, beftowed 
one half of his lands on the Monks of Iiich-Colm. 

At 
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At Aberdour was aitdentlyia convent belonging te 

the xmns, called the poor Clares. In this neigh- 

faourhood, not many years fince, refided the late 
Captain Stuart of Dimearn ; a man who deferves 
to be remembered for his taftc in the fine arts, and 
im amiable fondnefi for their produdions. He had 
formed a noble cabinet of feleft pictures, and had 
coUed:ed one of the fineft libraries iii Britain. So 
paffionately was he attached to his books and his 
paintings, that he could not travel without thofc 
-dear companions. He might, with the moft juft 
propriety, have adopted the language ufed by Ci- 
cero, when i^aking of polite literature : — Dele ff ant 
-domi^ non impediuntforisy pern&dant nobifcum^ peregrin 
nantur^ rujlkantur. His Ubrary and his colleAibn 
of paintings have, fince his death, be^i fold and dif- 
perfed. Colleftors of books and paintings deferve 
the grateful remembrance of their countrymen. 
They import itches, which when difperfed, contri- 
bute greatly to the difiufion of tafle and knowledge* 

Nearer to the ftreight of Queensferry, lies Inch- 
Colm ; a fmall ifland, on the northern fide of the 
Firth. On this ifle, at a very remote period in the 
ecdefiailical hiftory of Scotland, a chapel had been 
t>uilt, and dedicated to St Columba. Alexander I, 
liaving fought flidter here from a ftorm by which 
jie was overtaken in crofling the Firth, was hofpi- 

J> 9 tably 
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tably received, and entertained for three days, by 
a hermit (probably of the communion of the Cul* 
dees, the difciples of Columba) whom he found oc- 
cupying the chapel. Struck with pious gratitude 
to heaven, and perhaps folicited by the hermit, the 
monarch foon after founded here a monaftery, de- 
dicated it to St Columba, and efbblifhed in it a 
fociety of Auguftine Monks. This monaftery was 
pillaged by the fleet of Edward III. of En^and^ 
when he invaded Scotland. The ruins of the 
church, of a fquare tower belonging to it, and of 
feme others of the ancient buildings, ftill remain. 
On a rifing ground, on the fouth eaft iide of the 
buildings, is ftill to be feen a Danifti monument of 
which an engraving has been given by Sir Robert 
Sibbald. 

DtJNiBRissEL, already mentioned as an agreeable 
objeft in the profpeft from the oppofite fide of the 
Frith, and the feat of the Earl of Murray, ftands 
within fight of Inch-Colm. It was the feat of the 
celebrated Earl of Murray, the natural brother, and 
the perfecutor of the lovely, frail, and unfortunate 
C^een Mary. His fon whofe handfome perfon and 
gallant manners were fufpeded to have made an 
impreffion on the heart of Anne of Denmark, fpoufe 
to James VL which might have proved too power- 
ful for her conjugal fidelity, — ^was here murdered* 

"" . The 
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The earl of Huntley, Murray*s inveterate enemy, 
was the ready minifter of James's jealoufy, A pre- 
text was eafily found. Huntly was fent to appre^ 
hend Murray. The latter refufing to furrender, the 
houfe was fet on fire. Its mafter might have efca- 
ped in the darknefs of the night, had he not been 
difcovered by the glare of the flames, and inftantly 
flain. 

At fome diftance weftward above North Ferry, 
and on the fame fide of the Firth, are the vaft 
Lime-Kilns belonging to the earl of Elgin. They 
are difpofed in a row. Their openings are under a 
covered way, formed, on the front, by arches and 
pillars, into a magnificent colonnade. Their fitua- 
tion is beneath the firata of limeftone, which are of 
inexhaufi:ible extent. It is conveyed, as broken, 
into the kilns, by rail-roads. For fhipping the lime, 
whether burnt or crude, there is a convenient pier, 

Considering the natural advantages of this difr 
trift of country, one can hardly help wondering 
that it is not ftill more opulent and populous. 
Coal, one of the firfl: conveniencies of life, it poffef- 
Jb in the moft plenteous abundance. Waflied, on 
one fide, by the Frith of Forth, on the other, by 
that of Tay, and forming, by its eafiern fide, a 
boundary of the bay ; its conimodides. may be all 

conveyed 
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conveyed by fesucarriage, to .a proper market. 
Coal is an artide, necefl&ry and favourable above 
almoft all others to the progrefs of manufa£hires« 
And lime is the moft excellent manure that the huf* 
bandman can employ, if not to enrich a barren, at 
leaft, to fubdue a flubborn foil.— Witii thefe advan- 
tages, Fife is, indeed, wonderfully rich and popu* 
lous ; yet not fo as to preclude the hope of its con- 
tinning to improve in wealth, induftry, and popu- 
lation. 

Before leaving the vicinity of the North Ferry, 
let me take a more particular yiew of Rofythe-Caf- 
tle. Its fituation is not far weftward from the Fer- 
ry, oppolite to Hopeton-Houfe, and on a rock 
which juts out into the river. It was originally the 
feat of a collateral branch of. the royal family of 
Stuart. It came afterwards into the pofleffion of 
Primrofe, Lord Rofeberry. It is now the property 
of the earl of Hopeton. It is a ruinous pile, and has 
long b^n uninhabited 

From North Ferry we proceeded by a winding, 
rifing road, to the burgh of Inverkeithing. Its exp 
tent is not great. Its ftreet and houfes have an air 
of antiquity. Here was a royal feat, in the reign 
of David I. By the charter of the burgh, granted 
liy William, its liberties extend between the rivers 

Dovan 
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Dovan and I.even. Under the town is a fine bafon 
or bay, commiinicating vnth the Forth. Its dti* 
zens have fome coafting, and perhaps £bme foreign 
trade. 

The Inhabitants of Inverketthing difcoTered, in 
% krte infiance, a wonderful zeal for the purity of 
the clerical charafter. They had loft an old and re^ 
^Aable pafior. Another was prefented to the be» 
nefice and charge. They did not much like the 
prefentee's ftyle of preaching.. And they difcover- 
ed, that he had not obtained the preientation, with* 
out the exertion of EleSion-IntereJl by fome of hi» 
ftaends. Their horrour was excited by what they 
cs^ed an ad of Simony. They determined never 
to hove the pulpit or the iacred duties profaned 
in their parifh, by an incumbent whom they deem- 
ed fo unworthy. They accordingly commenced a 
furious: oppofition to his fettlement, and carried the 
caufe from prefbytery to fynod, and from the pro- 
vindal fynod, before the General Aflembly of the 
Church. Their oppofition proved vain. Their ob- 
}e6ions were found to be frivolous, their accufation 
fuch as they could not difiin^y prove ; the prefen- 
tee, a very refpedable young man, was ordained to 
the charge ; and his opponents have, I believe, com- 
forted themfelves, by feceding from the efbblifhed 
diurclu 

I REI^ATE 
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I RELATE this incident as an inftance of the cen^ 
foiial power exerted by the people of Scotland over 
their clergy, and of the manner in which it is re- 
ftrifted and moderated. Some patron prefents a li- 
centiate to the benefice and cure, in the cafe of 
a vacancy. The prefentee preaches before the peo- 
ple ; and their difpofitions towards him are confult- 
ed. If pleafed with his charader: and preaching, 
they call him to be their minifter. If they dif- 
like him, they may oppofe his fettlement. The 
time .was wl^en a prefentee oppofed by a pariih, 
even on general grounds, might have been difap- 
pointcd of his benefice* But, upon the principles 
on which the church-courts now proceed, fome 2& 
or habit abfolutely inconfiftent, by the ecdefiaftical 
law, with the clerical character, muft be proved, be- 
fore a licentiate in divinity can be judged incompe- 
tent for prefentation to a living. As the unjuft or 
frivolous objedions of the people againft the morals 
or abilities of. their clergy, have been more and 
more flighted; difienting congregations have be- 
come more numerous, and the diflenting dergy 
have acquired greater influence. The multitude 
are a ftubborn body: you may check or reftrain, 
but, it is not eafy to convince them. And, I know 
not if the exiftence of fefts in religion, and of diflent^ 
ing or feceding clergy be not, upon the whole, 

greatly 
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greatly beneficial to the mdrals and the piety of the 
inferior clafles of the people. 

From InVerkeithing to KiriroiS, the, country ofl; 
both hands, is in no high ftatc of cultivation It 
ihoiild feem that through this traft, the farmer* 
inake the breeding and feeding of black cattle, thcit 
chief bufincfi; The fields are tininelofed ; and fcW 
attempts appear to have been made to fubduc the 
barrcnnefe of the heathy moors. I obferved One 
gentleman'^ houfe, on the eaft fide of the higWay, 
fiirrounded by youn^ wood, and by indofureSt 
which fcemed to have been difpofed with confider-i 
able tafte. But, there was little in the general a^ 
pe6t of the! country from which a traveller could 
infer, that it was the feat either of /nduftry or b£ 
opulence. Riding this way, on a former feafon, I 
remember to have fallen into company with fome 
farmers from the Lothians, who were on their way 
to a hit at Kinrofsi They told me, that they went 
to purchaie cattle which were bred i» this neigh« 
bourhood, or perhaps farther north, and which 
they would fatten for the butcher in their rich 
^rafs parks ; or rather on the turnips which they 
raifed in their courfe of agriculture. 

It is never advantageous to breed domeftic cattle 

in thofe places where they can be beft fattened, and 

: Vojba. ^£ inog 
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ixiofi profitably . fold. From the Highlaxufe^ froitf 
Galloway, and from the wilder pafturc grounds^ 6f 
Ireland are the farmers in the vicinity of the great 
cities in S<;otland, and in England , fupplied with 
young cattle at much lower rates than the expence 
of rearing them would amount to. Thefe cattk 
having either nearly or entirely reached their foil 
;growthj are in a condition ta benefit by the rich 
pdlures or ftall-feeding which a country highly im- 
proved by agriculture ziffords. Sheep, no lefs than 
cows and oxen, p^, in the fame manner, from 
hand to hand, and from wilder and lower-rented 
walks, to Others more cultivated and more expen<* 
five, till their carcafes are, at lengthy produced in 
the (hambles. The izmc obfervation xnay be ex^ 
tended to the human ^ecies. Population is not in^ 
creafed in thofe places where it appears moft nume^ 
rous. In great cities, the cxp^ce of houfe-keeping 
and of education deters people from marriage j 
while various caufes concur to render marriages lefi 
produftive here than in the country. It is from 
thofe parts of Britain where the population feems 
moft fcanty, that emigrants come to repair the wafte 
of human life in the fcenes* of crowded fociety . Th© 
young haften from fcenes of pafturage to earn tber 
higher wages which are paid for the labours of huf- 
bandry. The hufbandman's children defert their 
&tber'& employment^ and crowd to the feats of trade 

sod 
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«td manufafture. And, the citizen of a fmall tpwn 
&nds his fon to fettle in the capital. It is not fa 
much want of the means of fubfiftence, as the al.- 
Imrements of cultivated and luxurious life^ which 
depopulates the wilder imts of fodety« 

About three miles ibuth from Kinroft, ftandf 
the houfe which has been celebrated, in a fine paper 
in the Mirrour, as the refidence of the late Michael 
Bruce, an amiable, young man of no mean poetical 
powers. He was the fon of poor parents ; was, in 
religion, of the feA called Seceders ; and died, in a 
confumption, while he was yet very young. Hit 
poems have been]given to the public in a fmall vo« 
lume, of whkh, I believe, the late Mr Logan wa« 
the editor, and in which he intermixed fome fmaU 
pieces of his own, to make up the volume. Brace's 
poems difcover much of the imagination and feeU 
ings of the genuine poet ; and more of the appro- 
priated language of poetry, than one fo young could 
othe]::wife have been fuppofed capable of acquiring. 
The edition has been fold off; and I believe that 
propofals have been circulated, for reprinting them 
for the benefit of his mother who ftill furvives, and 
is, by no means, in comfortable circumftances. I 
ihould fuppofe, that this edition muft be eagerly 
encouraged by all perfons of tafte and humanity, 
i^weet to the good old woman muft be the bread, 

^2 which 
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which fe6 receives, as the reward of the talents and 
virtues of her deceafed fqn. 

Kinross, although a fmall town, enjoys the pri« 
vileges of a royal burgh, and is the capital of Kin* 
fofs flxire. It is of confiderable antiquity, anfl may 
perhaps have been anciently more flourifhing than 
at prefent. It has fome manufa£hires of linen, an^ 
of cutlery wares. Travellers find comfortable ao* 
commodatibn in two plean, cont^nient inns, kept 
^t prefcnt, by civil, attentive landlords j one, with? 
in the town ; the other, not half a mile northward 
from it, — One fad in the Scottifl/hiftory by which^ 
?wnong others, the antiquity of Kinrofs is teftified^ 
161, That Alexander II. and his queen were here 
Seized by a faction of their fubjefts, at the head of 
wiiom were thebnce powerful family of the Comyns* 
in the year 1^55. 

The fcenery of this little burgh is not unpleafing^ 
Thakitchen-gardens of the inhabitants are interfper* 
ied among the houfes, and fome of them planted 
round with trees. On one hand is the houfe of 
Kinrofs, Lochleven, its ifles^ and the hills bounding 
it on the North and the South Eaft ; on the other, 
5m extenfive traft of low ground, brOwn with heath, 
yet with an intermixture of more agreeable verdure. 
The houfe of Kinrofs feems an handfome, moderit 
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building. It was bviUt by Sir William Bruce. Its 
preCbnt proprietor and occupant is Mr Gneme^ 

Th£ loch is beautiful and exteinfiye. Its circum^ 
ference may be about twelve miles. It is irregular^ 
ly indented by the land. Its greateft depth is Md, 
to be about twenty four fathoms. Of its ifles, one 
is large enough to afford pafture fpr feveral catde* 
On one of them, the ifle of St Serf or Servanus^ 
;ire fome fmall remains of the ancient priory of Port* 
jnoak. This ifle is faid to have been granted by 
3rudi VII. king of the Picls, to Servanus and fomo 
other clergy, difciples 6£ Cplumba. By thefe a 
^urch was founded in the ifle. In the reign of 
Pavid I. this eftablifliment of regular clergy of th^ 
order of St Columba, was fuppreffed ; and the ifle 
and its facred buildings bdOtpwed upon clergy of the 
church of Rome« 

Th^ cafUe of Lochleven, which was anciently a 
Toyal refidence, ftands on another ifle in this lake. 
It was granted by Robert III, to Douglas, laird of 
LochJeven. The ifle in which this caflle flandSt 
Is about eight acres in area. In the year 1335, 
it is iaid to have been befieged by Sir John de 
Sterling, with a body of Englifli troops. The 
(difficulties of the fiege, and the peculiar fituation of 
^f ^e caiU^;^ led t|im to think of ^ Angular expe^ 
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dient for the reducing of the garrifon. The rive* 
Leven, running eaftward out of this lake, he ftop. 
ped its ftream with a great dyke. The outlet of 
the lake being thus Ihut up, its waters rofe higher 
and higher upon the ifles, till that on which the 
caftle flood, was fo overflowed, that the garrifon 
faw themfelves in danger of being drowned. Mean- 
time, the feftival of the blefled Margaret returned 
to be celebrated at Dunfermline : And dc Sterling, 
the Englifli commander, went thither, to affift in 
the folemnities pf the occafion. Taking advantage 
of his abfence, four men were fent from the garrU 
Ion, to break down the dyke, and open its ordina- 
ry outlet to the dammed-up water. The labour 
was difficult : however, invoking St Servanus,. the 
protcdor of the lake, they perfifled, till a breach 
was made, by which the water ifliiing, fwept away 
the E;ngliA tents and baggage. The governor of 
the caflle, who thus defeated the flratagem of the 
Englifli, was Alan de Vipont, of a family who were 
the ancient pofleflbrs of Rofythc Caflic before-men» 
tioned. While the Englifli army were in the con- 
fufion oecafioned by the fudden burfting out of the 
waters upon their camp, de Vipont Tallied out, with 
the whole foldiers of his garrifon, attacked thofe 
befiegers, put them to flight, and returned to his 
camp, laden with fpoils. The truth of this flx>ry is^ 
kowever, doubtful. 

Ill 
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Ik Lochleven cafUe, too, was our beautiful Tiiid 
unfortunate queen Mary confined, after {he hatd 
been feparated from Bothwell, and made captive by 
her own fubjefts. Here was fhe flernly reproached 
by her aufiere, and ambitious brother, Murray; from 
whofe gratitude and fraternal affedion, ihe had hoped 
for confolation, inftead of the infult which flie e^pe« 
rienced. The lady of the cafUe, William Douglas's 
wife, was, if I remember right, Murray^s mother 2 
alid one drcumftance which aggravated Mary's fu£- 
ferings, during her confinement in Lochleven cafUe, 
was the haughtine^ of that woman ; who aflerted 
that fhe had herfelf been lawfully married to James, 
and that her fon was, by confequence, rightful heir 
to the Scottifh crown, and Mary illegitimate. Yet, 
in this family, Mary found a deliverer. George^ 
the young brother of William Douglas^ captivated 
by her charms, allured by the infinuation of her 
manners, and touched with pity for her misfor- 
tunes, Hole the keys of the caflle from his brother, 
rdeafed the royal prifoner, conveyed her from the 
ifland to the oppofite fhore, and conduced her to 
her friends. I have feen an exquifite ode on this 
Aibjed ; the compofition of the late Mr Macdonald, 
whofe tra.gedy of Vimonda, fermons, and mifcella^ 
neous poems, particularly thofe publifhed in the 
newi^papers, under the fignature of Matthew Brarn- 
blc» have been genersJly. and deferved})r. admired. 

The 
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The ode on the ftory of Mary's efcape from Lodileft 
iren-cafUe was publiihed in the Edinburgh Maga2dne« 

The remains of this cafile, which are yet to be 
leen, coniifi; of a reSangular wall, flanked with 
imall towers } with fome other walls of a chapel^ 
and of the apartment in which Mary was confined. 
On the eaft fide of the caftle are fome ancient trees ; 
and among thefe the remains of an aih tree, the iizd 
of which rnuil once have been great; 

The water-fowls 6n the ifles within Lofchleven 
are herring-gulls, pewit-guUs, and great terns. The 
take abounds with eels, pikes, perches, and a ipt* 
des of red trout of peculiar excellence. The fifhing 
l>f the lake is rented at ah hundred guineas, by the' 
landlords of the two inns at Kinrofi^ The trouts 
are celebrated through the whole country, by the 
name of Lochle*ben trouts ; and are a delicacy eager«i 
ly purchafed at an high price, in the fiih-markets of 
Edinburgh, Perth, and fuch other towns as they 
can be conveyed to, in a freih ftate^ 

In the inn on the north fide of Itihrois, \<re dined 
Itnnirioufly, on fome LochleVen trouts. As we en- 
tered our chaife to proceed to Perth, feveral earn- 
ages flopped at the inn door, the company in which 
were, as we underflood, a party ffom £ngIand,;oh 

a tour 
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a tour to the Highlands of Scotland/ This, has> 
indeed, become, from various drcumflances, a ve- 
ry fiifliionable fummer tour, within thcfe laft ten or 
twelve years. The celebrity of Dr Johnfon*s name 
rendered the Englifli curious to learn fomething of 
a place which he had vifited as a fcene in which he 
might contemplate nature in her grandeft, wildeft 
afpefts, and human fociety in its rudeft, fimpleft 
form. The narrative of his Journey which was, in- 
deed, more properly a feries of reflexions, than a 
narrative of a Journey, or the continued defcriptioa 
of a country, was very eagerly read through both 
England and Scotland. The indignation with whichs 
the Scots heard fome of his refleftions upon the cir- 
cumftances of their country, and their national cha- 
rafter, contributed to make his book ftill more ge- 
nerally read, and to excite a curiofity among many, 
to know, whether he or they faid truth, — About 
the fame time, or earlier, Mr Pennant, after the 
publication of his Britifh Zoology, was induced to 
make the tour of Scotland, and prefented a large 
and pleafing account of it to the Public. Pennant, 
I muft, by the way, obferve, is one of the acuteft 
and moft minute obfervers who have ever yet tra- 
veiled. There is between Johnfon and him this re- 
markable difference, that Johnfon feems, even ia 
travelling, to have looked about him, merely tQ 
take a few, a very few hints, which might, each 
Vol- I. F fuggeft 
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fuggcft a long train of thought ; but Pennant, Kttfe 
capable of ingenious refledion, never chufes to think, 
when he can find any thing to defcribe. In addi- 
tion to thd writings of thefe two travellers, the pro- 
greis of Gardening and of Landfcape-painting iii 
England, contributed to perfuade Engliih company 
to vifit the wilder fcenes in Scotland, in the Sum^ 
xner months. Rivers, lakeis, toWeriftg cliffs, and 
foaming cataracls make a noble figure in landfcapc ; 
and in the prog;refs of gardening in England, that 
has come to be eileemed the moft perfect gardenings 
which beft imitates and combines iAto unity all th«^^ 
beauteous and all the fublime afpeAs of nature. Be- 
fide all this, the Highlands of Scotland are knowa 
to afford great abundance of game : and not many 
years have paffed fince the proprietors of the lands 
in the Highlands began to fliew any great folidtudff 
to preferve their game. No wonder, then, that 
their moors were much frequented in the Ihooting 
feafon. It muft be added, too, that the accommo- 
dation which travellers find in the Highlands of 
Scotland, is fuct as may well recommend the tour^ 
The roads, at leaft all the great roads, are excellent j 
the inns are commodious, for the greater part, dean^ 
and affording generally, good beds, comfortable 
meals, and not bad liquors. All thefe circumftan* 
ces together, and with them, the confideration^ 
tiM atmoft every place of fummer-refort, through 

.£ng^nd^ 
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England, had been before vifited, till it had ceafed 
to pleafe, feem to account for the crowds of gay 
people, which have, for a good many years back? 
wards, thronged thefe ro^ids, in the months of fum* 
jEner and autumn^ 

BEFORE bidding adieu to Enrofs, I cannot hdp 
^intin^, and it is with diffidence I fuggeft the hint, 
that the name feems to me, to have originated fronqt 
the particular form which the Ihore of the lake af- 
fumes where it is contiguous to the town, — ^with 
the circumftance of this place's having been an oc- 
fafional refidence of fome of our ancient kings* Al- 
though uncertain in which of the ancient langusiges 
pf the North, Rofs is a fimple appellative ; I have, 
however, obferved, that various pl2u:es over the fea- 
icoaft of Scotland, where the coaft prefents a form 
fimilat to that of the coaft of Lochleven at Kinrofs, 
bear equally the denomination of Rdft. I may add,^ 
in refped to the firft fyllable of this compound name, 
that many of the names of places in Scotland begin- 
ning with Kin or Kil^ I fufpeft all to be derived in 
this part of the word, either from the Saxon King^ 
oi- the Latin Cella : for I know not that either of 
thefe frequently occurs as an initial fyllable in either 
the Celtic or the Gothic language ; and it feems 
probable that thofe places of the names of which, 
•^ther makes a part, might be diftinguifhed by the 

F 9 contiguity 
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contiguity of the ceD of fome monk, or by fome 
djTcumflance in which a king was concerned. 



Kinross to Perth. 



As wc proceeded northward from Kinrofs, the 
country prefented, by degrees, fcenes of higher and 
higher cultivation. But, it was now evening ; and 
we were fhut up in a carriage j fo that we foon loft 
the view of the adjoining landfcapes ; and could ef- 
timate neither the beauties of the fcenery, nor the 
ftate of the agriculture induftry of the country. 

When, however, we entered the delightful vale 
of Strathern, I was almoft involuntarily and infen- 
fibly led to recoiled, that I had formerly viewed its 
fcenery with admiration, and with the exulting &. 
tisfa£lion of a Scotchman, proud of his country, and 
of every advantage which it poffeiTes, As I have 
fince h^d occafion to trayerfe this fertile trad by 
day, I fliall not here fet down the indiftinft, although 
fond recoUeftions which, at this tim'e, occurred to 
me. Only, let nie beg my reader, before we crofs 
the Erne, to ftep a fliort way weftward with me, to 
Pitcaithly Wells. 
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the Erne, to ftep a fliort way weftward with mc, to 
Pitcaithly WcUs. 

In this vicinity there are, fcveral wells of mine- 
ral water, fome of which are inclofed and their wa- 
ters eagerly drunk as medicinal. They are fituated 
in a nook of the vale, fheltered, or rather embo- 
fomed, on the weft and fouth-weft fides, by green 
hills } . feparated from the river, on the north fide, 
by a gently rifing ridge ; and open towards the eaft 
and north-eaft; unleis it may be thought to be fome- 
what confined by, a foft fwelling of the plain. . The 
traft of ground lying immediately round thefe wells, 
confifts chiefly of corn-fields in a ftate of high cuki- 
vation, divided by hedges, in fome parts furround . 
ed by rows of trees, and having fmal| clumps here 
and there interfperfed, where the furface fwells foft- 
ly into little knolls. The foil is naturally deep and 
rich: but, I muft confefe, that I neglefted to exa- 
mine the particular characters of the mould, and of 
the nextftrata of rocks. This is precifely one of 
thofe fituations in which the Romifli clergy were 
accuftomed to feat their religious houfes ; iheltered, 
well watered, and furrounded with arable ground. 

I AM not fure, at what particular period, the me- 
dicinal virtues of thefe fprings were firft difcovered. 

I fliould 
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I flunild fuppofe, that, if this had happened during 
the reign of Roman Catholic Superfiition, thdle 
wells would have been appropriated, as engines of 
power, by the monks or priqfts ; the virtuies of the 
water afcribed to the benign influence of ibme £iint ; 
and the fprings dedicated to that HdyName by 
whofe benediction they were underftood to liavc 
been endowed with healing powers. But, as their 
name implies nothing of this ; I am inclined to be- 
lieve, that their medicinal qualities are of later dif- 
covery, than the days of Popery. I know not whe- 
ther an analyiis of thefe waters was made by any 
perfon before Dr Donald Monro? whofe experi- 
ments were publiflied in the year 1772. His ac- 
count of thefe waters, for want of proper opportu- 
nities to repeat his analyiis, is by no means conclu- 
five. Mr Stodart, an ingenious furgeon in Perth, 
has fince examined the di£^ent i^rings with greater 
pains,— and from the improvements which the 
fcience of chemiftry, has, in the interval, received, 
—I am inclined to believe, with greater accuracy* 
His experiments were made in 1792 ; the refults of 
which he has obligingly permitted me to ftate in 
the following table. 

A TABLE 
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Mineral waters, while the circumftances wert 
unknown, to which they owed their peculiar qua- 
Kties, feemed to be medicines provided by the be- 
nignity of nature, or by particular Providence, to 
alleviate the ills of htimari life, by counterading, 
with extraordinary- operation, the attacks of dif- 
eafe. It was not imagined that there could be the 
moft remote poflibility of imitating them by art. 
Hence were their fprings regarded with a cfegree of 
devout veneration; and the fick, and the feeble 
crowded to them, as to waters of life. But, the 
progreffive improvement of chymiftry has already 
begun to rob thefe waters of their honour. Com- 
mon water can now be artificially mineralized. 
Many of the Ampler, natural, mineral waters have 
been perfeftly imitated. It is probable, that all the 
others may foon be prepared in the fame manner. 
Proceffes may be performed in the laboratory of the 
Chymift, which were fuppofed poffible only in the 
great laboratory of Nature. • And, the Scorbutic 
and the Rheumatic may then feek from the Apo- 
thecary's fliop, that remedy for which they now 
repair to the Wells of Pitcaithly. 

Yet, if it fliould ever be fo ; I fear, the remedy, 
however perfectly prepared, would become jnuch 
lefs efFeftual. Medicines, in general, accomplifh 
the purpofes for which they are adminiftered, not fo 

much 
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much by their actual operation, as by their influ- 
4cnce on the imagination of the patient. But, where 
moll means are ufed, and the greateft pains taken, 
there will the high eft hopes of recovery be natural- 
ly excited. Now, in removing from a diftance> 
perhaps, — to the vicinity of a mineral well, to ufc 
Its waters, there is fo much of pains, of preparation^ 
of difficulty, fuch a change of the objefts which fug- 
geft anfli regulate the ordinary current of thought j 
that, the imagination is unavoidably much more af- 
fected, and more confident hope enouraged, than 
in the more ordinary application of medical reme- 
dies. Befides, almoft every difeafe, under which 
there can be any hope of benefit from the ufe of 
mineral waters, yields more or lefs to the influence 
of air and exercife. And, the advantage of thefe 
is commonly beft enjoyed in a removal from the 
fccne in which the diftemper vt^as contraded. 

But, watering-places have other allurements, 
befide the benefit they promife to the health, — ^by 
ivhich company are attracted to frequent them. 
The friends of the fickly are often induced to at- 
tend them. The difeafed who have yet ftrengjth to 
repair to filch places, in purfuit of health, are often 
capable of partaking in amufements more or lefs 
aftive. Others, too, frequent thefe places, rather 
becau& they fear, than becaufe they aftually feel, 

Voj^. I. G - th« 
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the attacks of difeafe. Thus a circle of fociet^ 
is- compofed. The pcrfons of whom it confifts, arc 
idle, and removed from the fcenes of their ordinary 
employment. Their only care is therefore, to di- 
vert themfelves. They join in fuch amufements as 
the circumftances of the place, and the fafhion of 
the Times recommend. When the place in which 
they have afiembled, is once underftood to be a 
feene of amufement, other idlers refort t# it, foF 
amufement alone ^ till that which was the recefs of 
the fick and the ^melancholy, becomes a region of 
feftivityj the theatre of the gay. Hence the cele- 
brity, and the gaiety of Bath, Tunbridge, Scarbo-' 
rough, Harrowgate, Buxton, Gillifland, Peterhead, 
I^itcaithly. Thofe who have been accuftomed to 
ipend their winters in great cities, and to tread the 
round of the faftiionable amufements which great 
cities afford in that ieafon, may retire in fummer, 
to rural retreats^ to " green fields and fliady groves v'^ 
but, in the folitude of thefc, they are not qualified 
to find enjoyment : the reftraints of Faftiion permi^ 
them not to return to Town, till the ftated period 
flxall have arrived : In their diftrefs, then, they im- 
patiently repair to any fcene of gaiety that has a re- 
femblance to thofe from which they have been obli- 
ged to retire, — that aflfords a crowd by mingling 
with which, they may forget themfelves. Thofe, 
Tiij^my. whofe circttrnftances have denied them the 
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^gratification of a Town Life in winter ; yet, to 
difplay their tafte, to exhibit their perfons and their 
fiate to the fafhionable world, and at leaft to fip, if 
-they cannot drink deeply of what they fancy plea- 
sure, haftc with equal eagernefs to the fame fcencs 
rof fummer feftivity. 

By vfuch means is tliat affemblage of company 
broughl together, which flutters about our more 
fafhionable watering-placcs. Hence are places which 
a ftranger who had not yifited nor heard of them, 
might fuppofe to be, in fomc fort, hofpitals of the 
'fickly and the dying,— rather the favourite theatres 
for the divqrfions of the gay. Although the vir- 
tues of medicinal waters ihould come to be defpifed 
:or neglefted, yet watering-places may ftill continue 
to be frequented : And if thofe who vifit them for 
the recovery of loft health, profit not by the ufe of 
the waters } eafy cxercife, and chearful fociety may 
'do what the waters cannot. 

The fituation of the Mineral Spring at Pitcaithly, 
^thc efficacy with which its waters are (aid to ope- 
rate, .in the cure of the difeafes for which they are 
ufed, and the accommodations which the neigh- 
l)Ourhood afibrds, — are all of a nature to invite 
equally the fick and the healthy* Two or three 
^puiiis are kept, in the ftyle of hotels, for the re- 
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ception of ftrangers. There is no Lo?2g Room at 
the Well. But, there are pleafing walks through 
the adjoining fields. Good roads aflPord eafy accefe 
to all the circumjacent country. This delightful 
trad of Lower Strathern is filled with houfes, and 
gardens, and ftations from which wide and delight? 
ful profpefts may be enjoyed, all of which offer 
agreeable points to which the Company at the Well 
may direft their forenoon excurfions: converfa* 
tion, mufic, dfinces, whift, and that beft friend to 
elegant, and lively, focial converfe, the tea-table, 
are fufBcient to prevent the afternoons from be- 
coming languid: And, in the evenings, nothing 
can be fo delightful as a walk, v/hen the fetting fun 
jQieds a foft, flanting light, and the dew has juft 
not begun to moiften the grafs. — Thus is Pitcaithly 
truly a rural watering-place. The company cannot 
be at any one time, more in number, than two or 
three families. The amufements of the place are 
fimply fuch as a fingle family might enjoy in an 
agreeable fituation in the country ; only, the focie- 
ty more diverfified by the continual change and 
fluftuation of the company. It may, hereafter, 
become a ftill more falhionable place of fummer re- 
fort : and a greater variety of amufements may be 
introduced at it ; and thofe of a lefs fimple, undif* 
fipated nature. I remember hearing a lady lament, 
'at ope time, with a degree of pathos, that perfons 

wh^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



PART OF. SCOTLAND. 55 

who vifited Pitcaithly, were, by the circuinftances 
of the place, denied all thofe elegant diverfions 
which great cities afford; and, at another time, 
fpeak of it with contempt, as a fit haunt for none but 
the droufy and the dying. And I had the misfor- 
tune to betray my low breeding, and unrefined 
tafte, by exprefling la fondnefs for the fequeftered fi- 
tuation, the cultivated fcenery, and the fimple re- 
creations of this fweet place ; and preferring it as a 
watering-place to thofe fccnes of more fafhionablc 
refort, where the diflipation, the follies, the falfc 
enjoyment of courts aiid of the gayer circles in opu- 
lent cities have been tranfplanted into fpots which 
ought to have been kept facred to rural innocence, 
fimplicity, chearfulnefsr, arid exercife. 

It is with real, riot affeded delight I remember 
the fcenery, the accommodation, and the amufe- 
ments at Pitcaithly Wells. Yet, upon refleftion, I 
am not fure but that my imagination may have transr 
ferred to the circumftances of the place, fome part of 
thepleafure which I owed rather to the very agree- 
able fociety I was fortunate enough to meet with, 
during a few days which I, on a former feafon, 
fpent there. I believe, I fliall not eafily forget, how 
much I was furprifed to find an accidental affemblage 
of ftrangers with all the good qualities, and the b- 
Jiliging nianners of a feled fociety of friends. The 

emeytaining:, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



$4 JOURNEY THROUGH 

icnteraining, convivial anecdotes, and the lively botu^ 
mots which I had occafion to hear, might have ani* 
mated the dulleft parties, in the gloomieft feafon* 
The female beauty and elegance on which I was per* 
anitted to gaze, might have bewitched even a much 
more ftoical and fafiidious judge of thefe, than L 
And, above all, I there heard my favourite, plain- 
tive, Scotch fongs fung with a grace, a delicacy, a 
fweetneis which rendered them the moft exquiiite 
^uxury to a true Scottifli ear* 

Having no ftrong inclination to put faith in fpc- 
idfics of any fort, I did not drink deeply from the 
Well. I was, however, diverted to obferve, that 
Ibme worthy folks, willing to do more honour t0 
the water, impatient to be cured of their complaints, 
and in hafte to begone, drank in fuch abundance^ 
as if it had bcscn literally the water of life* One ho- 
©eft gentleman ufed to chear his heart by fwallowing 
fix Scotch pints, in the morning, before breakfaft* 

But, after halting thus long at the fouth-end of 
the Bridge of Erne, it is high time for me to pro* 
ceed on my journey. Erne, though divided from 
the Tay by no very wide extent of land, and no 
lofty ridge of hills, is yet a copious ftately ftream. 
The arches of the bridge I do not recoUeft that I 
f60unted« In a fituation fo £ivountbk as that of thi$ 
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bridge^ I was furprifed when l firft travelled thig^ 
road to find no town or village. But» the origin 
^ thefe aflfemblages of habitations and inhabitants 
depends on fo many trivial contingencies, that they 
are often formed in iituations naturally the moft un* 
mviting; while others poflefling every advantage, 
are neglefted. I am not fure, whether, in failing; 
Up the Tay, the double pro^ft-of Strath-Tay and 
Strathern can be enjoyed for any confiderablc way» 
£f it can, the fail mufi; be delightfuL 

Advancing from the bridge of Erne to Perth^ 
we had on the right hand the hill of Moiicrief, and 
under it, on the fouth-fide, Moncrief-Houfe. At 
feme dillance on the left, and on the riorthem-fide 
6f the river appeared Dupplin, the feat of the Earl 
0f Kinnoul. Moncrief-Hill is famous as a ftation 
from which a fpedator may enjoy fome of the richw 
t&^ moft fublime, and moft extefkfive profpeds^ 
which Scotland affords. Turning eaft-ward you fee 
from the top of this hill, the Frith of Tay, the rich 
Carie of Gowry, and the populous^ northern coaife 
of Fife. Weftward appears upper Strathern and 
Stfat}i-Tay ^ the mountains behind which the an<^ 
cic^t Celtse retired, before the invading armies of 
Rome ; wide heaths which fuggeft the remembrance 
of the hunting and paftbral condition of our ance& 
tortk^y a. variety of houfes and tra^ of planted wood 
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ivhkh befpeak the refidence of opulent landhdders i 
fields where agriculture appears to have tried every 
art to fubdue the ftubbornnefs, to enrich the bar- 
rennefs, arid to cultivate the fertility of nature ; — 
and fcenes where ingenious manufafture has feated 
Temples oflndujlry^ from which as from fo many foci 
all the advantages that can animate human aftivity, 
and improve the convenience of life are diflFufed a- 
round. There is a track by which carriages drive 
round this hill ; and hither do the company at Pit-^ 
caithly fometimes come on forenoon excurfions. 
The views to the north and fouth extend oVer Fife, 
and Kinrofs-fliire on the one hand, and over Angus- 
fhirc, on the othef . Where the road leading round 
Moncrief-Hill divides from the highway, ftands a foli- 
tary church or meeting-houfe which has very much of 
the air of a: ha[unt of Witches arid fprites. Juft in' 
fuch fcenes have thefe beings been reprefented as ce- 
lebrating thofc- fcftivities at which the Devil is faid 
to prefide j-^and which if the unwary traveller by 
night happens to deted, he is furioufly purfued by 
the whole aiffembly, and torn in pieces, unlefs he 
faves himfelf beyond fome ftream, or within a hsdk 
lowed circle^ 

Soon after paffing this fcene for witchery, the 
traveller gains a fight of the ftream which when the 
Romans pufhed their conquering arms this length,- 
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reminded them of the Tyber. The darknefi of the 
night permitted not me and my fellow-travellers to 
enjoy, at this time, the beauty and grandeur of this 
profpeft. — But, to me it was even then, not new : 
and I have feen it fince. 

The highway now turns gently towards the 
north-weft : and Perth is feen to great advantage,,, 
feated in a plain, on the fouthern bank of the Tay. 
On the fouth, and on the northern fide of the town 
are two beautiful fields, called Inches^ or rather, o- 
riginally, I fliould fuppofe, /«nj/^j,— the Gaelic name 
for an ifle or peninfula, or for any infulated piece 
of ground. Thefe are furrounded, in part, at leaft, 
by lines of trees ; and are as well the favourite walks 
of the citizens, as greens on which the waflier- wo- 
men are permitted to dry their linens. Of thefe 
the fouth Inch forms the fore-ground of the land- 
fcape prefented to the traveller's eye, when advan- 
cing from the fouth, he firil arrives within fight o£ 
Perth. On the northern bank of the river, appears 
KinnouU-hill, towering, in a fituation oppofite tQ 
the hill of Moncrief, and with a fimifarity of form 
and afpeft, as if it were its twin brother. The 
river winds majeftically along, between the two. 
Immediately under the town appear the mafts of 
veflels, numbers of which are commonly, either ly- 
^g in this ftation, or moving up or down the river. 

Vol. I. H But^ 
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But, without detailing more particularly the ^m^ 
eus objedb in this landfcapCy I ihall only obferve- 
^irther, before entering Pferth, that the noble courfc 
of the river; thie ma:gi^ified exteiit which its levd 
fitiiation gives to the appeairance of the tewn ; the 
width of lawn around j the gentle fwdling of {omef 
i6f the contiguotls hills, and the abrupt elevation of 
others of them ; the wood which clothes their fides,r 
0T is irregtilitfly feattered over the l6wct country *^ 
the houfes of decent afped: thickly fpread through 
the fcene ; the dr^ificm and cultivation of the fields f 
and, in Ihort, the whole aflemblage of obje&s wi«- 
thin this fegment of the horizon,— ^have fuch an df^ 
jfeft upon thefpeftator who Views them, for the firft 
tiime^ and has any tafie for the beauties of cukivated^ 
nature, thai, if he has heard of the Roman excla- 
ihation at fight e£ the Tay, Ecee Tiberim^ he will* 
naturally reflect, that its banks, and its ft^m, even 
then beautiful in the eyes of Romans, as thofe of 
their favourite Tybc*, muft now be richer, mor^ 
beauteous and more magnificent than the defolated 
fides of that once :^lendtd and celebrated river^ 

I STILL tecolleft, that, when I formerly heard 
Perth mentioned, as in a northern fituation, andr 
in fome manner, the mouth of the Highlands ; I uied 
to fancy, in my ignorance of the charader of the 
.dxcumjacent country, that all around mufi be bleak- 
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fieis^ barrennefsy and wildneis. I fuppofed, that 
no language, except the Gaelic, could be fpoken m 
thefe regions^ that the manners could difpiay no- 
thing but Gaelic rudenefi, and fimplicity ; and that 
along time was yet to elapfe, before cultivation and 
ingenious indjaftry could eftabliih themfdves in this 
quarter. So ignorant, throu^ a negligence of en- 
iquiring after what we can moft eafily learn, — ^are 
often the inhabitants .of one part of a narrow coun^ 
try, concerning the drcumftances of thofe who oc- 
cupy the other! I was very agreeably furprlfed, 
therefore, to behold the fiat€ of thi^ part of Scot^ 
land ib very advantageoully different from what I 
had carelefsly fancied it to be. It was a mijcture of 
Joy, of alloniihment, and Qf fliame which I felt, 
when I firft viewed iu 

About ten in the evening, or perhaps fomewhat 
later, we reached CampbeU's inn, in Perth, Wc 
fupped haflaly. J took leave of my agreeable, and 
intelligent feUow-travellers ; who were next morn- 
ling to proceed, in the iame jftying chaife ; while I 
intended fpending a few days in Perth. I had found 
them fo much more amiable apd obliging than any 
fodety I had expedjsd to meet with, upon fuch an 
occaiion, that I could not help fecretly regreting, 
^ we parted, that they were my acquaintances and 
(ompaniojis only for a day. 

H 3f PJ£»TH, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



5« JOURNEY THROUGH 

PERTH. 

In Perth I had intended to fpend only eight or tcii 
days ; but was unexpeftedly fo much pleafed with 
the place, and with the fociety which it afforded, 
that I fondly lingered here, till I had almoffi con- 
fumed the whole time which I had appropriated for 
jny little journey. 

No circumftance contributed more to detain mc 
here, than my acquaintance with Mr M'Omie of 
the Academy of Perth, in confequence of an intro- 
duftion t© him which I had been fortunate enough 
to obtain, in a vifit to this place, on the preceding 
year. In him I found a Ciceroni^ fo obligingly at- 
tentive and communicative, that, upon reflexion, 
I am rather furprifed that I could fo foon prevail 
with myfelf to forego the advantage of his atten- 
tions, than vexed that I loitered here, till the feafon 
moft favourable for travelling, was almoft elapfed. 

Since it happened fo, and I had opportunities o£ 
learning more concerning this, than concerning 
many of the other places which I vifited; I fliall 
enter more in detail, into an account of the circum- 
ftances of this dty, than it would, otherwife hav% 
been pofiible for m^ to do. 

No* 
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Not that the reader of thefe obfervations is here 
to fuppofe me about to begin a minute inveftigation 
of the antiquities of Perth ; or a painful ftatemcnt 
of particular fafts concerning the various circum- 
ftances of its prefent condition. I fliall fatisfjr my- 
felf with exhibiting thofe more general faAs, as well 
in the hiftory of its rife and progrefs, as concerning 
its prefent ftate, which if they do not fo well ex- 
plain particular parts, yet give a more juft idea of 
the touUenfemhle* 

The origin of Tiyivns and Cities depends, as I have 
filready obferved, on a variety of accidental and a- 
nomalous circumftances. The ford of a river ; the 
cell of a hermit ; the inacceilibility of a mount ; the 
protcftion of a callle ; the fertility of a plain j the 
plenteous fifliery on a fea-coaft, or at the mouth of 
a river ; or perhaps the vicinity of a regal court, of 
the houfehold of fome rich and powerful lord, or of 
fpme opulent and hofpitable abbey, — are among the 
caufes to which the rife of moft of the towns an4 
cities of modern Europe is to be referred, Rome 
was founded on the banks of a river j Conftantino- 
pie is beautifully and advantageoufly fituated at the 
mouth of a ftreight j Paris is f^^atered by the Seine ; 
London by the Thames ; Venice was raifed on a 
dufier of iflets which promifed proteftion to the 
poor refugees who fled thither from the rage an^ 

rapine 
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fapine of the Gothic conquerors of Italy. Maiy o^ 
the xitics on the Eaftern fliore of the Arabic Gulpb 
owe their origin to the fan^ty of fon»c hermits, a,, 
round whofe cells or tombs the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring country eagerly affembled to fix their 
refidence. Various towns in England h^ve arifen 
on the ground occupied by Rom^ camps. In Scot^ 
land, Edinburgh, Stirlings, Dunbarton feem to have 
been founded by people who flocked to enjoy the 
proteftion of their relpedive caftles. 

Many of thcfc varied circumilances may have 
concurred to favour the firft founding of the dty 
of Perth. A ftory has been related by fome of our 
ancient hiftorians, and carelefsly copied by fome late 
compilers, of a dty which once ftood at fpme di£r 
tance northward from the fituation of the prefent 
Perth ; but being fwept away by a flood, was here 
rebuilt. For the truth of this ftory, no evidence 
appears, in the circumftances of the ground where 
the ancient city. Bertha, is faid to have ftood, or in 
the authentic documents of our hiftory. However, 
as Perth ftands in a iituation, by which there was 
probably an early intercourfe between the countries 
lying on the northerfl, and thofe on the fouthem 
fide of the Tay i as the fertility of the adjoining 
plains would naturally invite cultivation aflbon as 
jtvex) the fimpleft arts of hviibandry were known ; 

2S 
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ts die abundance of the fiflies in the river would af- 
ford fuftenance to people ignorant of hufbandry, or 
averfe from the regular, continued induftry which 
it requires :-^I Ihould conclude from all thefe fads, 
that fome fort of town muft have been founded 
nearly in this fituation very foon after the inhabi- 
tants of the northern parts of our illand firil began 
to accuftom themfelves to habits of fettled life. I 
do not recoiled, that any monument, or record, re- 
prefents this as a place of any note in the days of 
the Romans. But, it ihould £eem, that Perth had^ 
att leaft^ been founded, foon after the Romans had 
in their dtftrefs, retired from Britain ; and the Fids 
poured down from the northern, and the norths 
eaftern parts of Scotland, over the fertile trads be-* 
tween the Tay and the Forth, and between the 
Forth and the Tweed. When the Pidifh princes 
had forfaken the vicinity of Inveme^, and had fix- 
ed their refidence at Forteviot, and perhaps occa- 
fionally at Kinrofs ^ there might pofiibly be a Ferry 
at Perth, in confequence of which it would be fr«-^ 
quented by a confiderable concourfe of people, and 
would become a favourable fituation for the arti&n^ 
apd the merchant. 

Whek the advantages of the fituation hdd beea 
once accidental difcovered, enow would be glad 
Co avafl tbemfeiV«B of them. The! Romiib clergy 
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had a remarkable fagacity in diftinguilting the moft 
advantageous fituations in every country in which 
they eftablilhed themfdves, and a wonderful inge- 
nuity and alertnefs in apprepriating thofe fituations ; 
—and, they appear to have had at leaft one reli- 
gious houfe at Perth, at a very early period in the 
ecclefiaftical hiftory of Scotland. I know not that 
there was evfer a royal pjtlace in Perth. But, the 
eftablifhment of an abbey and the occafional refi- 
dence of the court at Scone, would naturally have 
the effeft to increafe the population of Perth. 

' ' 'As a fea-port, a firong town, and the refidence 
of clergy, it was natural, that refpedable inhabi- 
tants fliould be attrafted to it ; and that its citi- 
zens fliould by their induftry, attain to fome de- 
gree of opulence. Its natural circumftances were 
fuch as to enable the burghers to avail themfelves 
fully of municipal privileges, when thefe came to 
be conferred. It came to be frequently vifited by 
our ancient princes ; and feveral of the nobility and 
other proprietors of lands were induced to build 
themfelves houfes here; which, however, mean now, 
would at the time of their eredion appear ftately 
palaces. 

West, and that but a fmall diftance from the 
prefent town flood the famous monaftery to which 

Jamc^ 
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5amcs I. retired, when, in d^ftruft of his humbled, dif- 
.contented nobility, he difbanded his army, in ordq: 
to fechide them from his prcfence ; but, wjts, not- 
withftanding, murdered with a ferocity worthy of 
the turbulent, uncivilized manners of thofe times. 
The monaftery had been reeled long before this e- 
^ent; but, at what particular period I have not. 
Jearned,-r-Long before this time, the town of PertU 
makes a conipicuous figure in the Scottifli hiftory, 
^nder the name of St John's I'own. Perth was, I 
think, garrifoned by the Englifh, at the time when, 
^under their Edwards, they made fuch vigorous, but 
fruitlefs efforts to fubdue Scotland. Several of the 
martial adventures of the famous Sir William Wal- 
ilace are ujiderftood to have paJOfed here. 

About the aerapf the Reformation, I fhould fup* 
f)ofe Perth to have been a confiderable burgh : for 
its citizens difcovered an eager abhorrence of the 
inftitutions of Popery, and an enthufiafm for refor- 
mation, by which they would hardly have diftin- 
'guiflied themfelves, if they had been only a few poor 
pcafants dependent chiefly on the neighbouring land- 
holders. Municipal privileges alone, without trade 
and perhaps manufadure to give ^veakh and perfo* 
xial confequence, could never have infpired that 
fierce fpirit of liberty which they then difplayed. 
ft is probable, indeed, that they had previoufly fuf- 

VoL. I. I vfered 
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fered much from the haughtiness of the regulay 
clergy among them j while at the fame time, they 
might have occafion to fee much in the morals of 
thofe ecclefiaftical lords, that had no tendency to m- 
creafe their refpeft for their authority. Many of 
the remarkable tranlaftions which attended the'efta- 
blifhment of the Reformed Religion i|i Scotland, 

. paffed in this city. Here was the rude eloquence of 
Knox thundered out with peculiar vehemence and 

. fuccefs. Aftuated by a rage againft fuperftition 
which his harrangues had infpired, the inhabitants 
of Perth, and others whom the zeal of religion had, 
at the time affembled here, proceeded to acls of vio- 
lence againft the priefts, and the ceremonies and the 
monuments of Romifh fuperftition, which rendered 
all reconciliation impoflible between the contending, 
parties. Here paffed fome of the moft important 
tranfaftions of the congregation. 

Here ftill ftands the famous houfe belonging tq- 
the Gowrie family, the confpiracy of on^ of whom 
againft the life of King James VI. is ftill one of the 
moft myfteriou$ events in the Scottifli hiftory. The 
plot muft either have been long before concerted,— 
or elfe the refult of fudden impulfe. Either Gowrie 
muft have been watching for an opportunity to get 
James into his hands ; or elfe the idea of ufing vio- 
lence againft his fov^reign may have been fuggeftcd 
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by the fudden occurrence of a favourable dccafion* 
But, Gowrie was the favourite of the clergy, aud 
of the Englifli, who then intermeddled much in thd 
management of Scottifli affairs. James was obnox- 
ious to Elizabeth, as her neighbour, and hcir-ap-i 
parent; and to his furioufly zealous Prefbyterian 
fubjefts, on account of the lenity which he then ex- 
crcifed towards his Roman Catholic fubjefts, that 
he might win the Roman Catholic party in Eng- 
land and their fupporters abroad, to favour his ae-' 
ceffion to the Endifti throne; Gowrie was connec- 
ted, more or lefs, with the Englifli, and was the 
idol of the Prelbyterian Clergy. It was therefore 
natural alike for him to favour the views of the 
Englifli, and to adopt the prejudices of the clergy, 
*— and for fheni to quafli the evidence of his confpi- 
tacy,, and to palliate his guilt. I am even inclined 
to fufped, that there might be a double confpiracy 
of which Gowrie was the head. Upon the late oc* 
cafion of the murder of the king of Sweden, there 
was a double plot. One part of the confpiritors- 
"w ere ignorant of the combination and the purpofes 
of the others 2 only two or three of their leaders 
had communication with both parties. In the fame 
manner I Itould fuppofe^ that, in the cafe of Cow- 
rie's confpiracy, there migh.t^ be two branches of 
the plot, both centering lii Gowrie, and conneded 
with each other, oxib" tht^ugh him. By his death 

i 
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the connexion was deftroyed. Only a few of tlitf 
meaner agents were difcovered. Thefe having had 
no intercourfe in the matter of the confpiracy with 
the other and probably the more confiderablc party,. 
itould not betray them. They were wife etiough ta' 
keep their own counfel. They fatisfied themfelves* 
with ridiculing the tale as falfe, and with labouring, 
to perfuade James, that he had been miftaken when- 
he fancied, that his life was threatened. It feems- 
probable, that Gowrie's intention was either to con- 
vey James to England, or having made himfelf 
mafter of his perfon, to ufurp his authority ;, which- 
he might have been enabled to maintain himfelf in^^ 
tferough the aid of the clergy.^ 

A FOOLISH ftory is? related by fomebody, as 2^ 
proof of Cowrie's innocence, that he was engaged 
to partake of a wedding-dinnet with the Dean o£ 
Guild, on the day on which James came to Perth ;: 
that, upon hearing of the king's approach, he chan-^ 
ged colour, and feemed uneafy that he was not pre- 
pared to give his Majefty a fuitable reception ; but,, 
was at length perfuaded by the Dean of GuUd^ to^ 
accept his entertainment, and have it carried to hi&- 
own houfe for the ufe of the king and his atten- 
dants. But, that I cannot fee, that the circunn- 

Aances of this, ftory tend, in any degree, to excul- 
^j^c Gow^ie. it was natural for him to fiiew fome 

emotion^ 
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^m^tlon at hearing of the king's approach, if he had 
before intended to feize the firft opportunity, that 
fhould oflFer, of murdering, or making him prifonerr 
It was artful to affume the air of being taken by 
forprife, in order to prevent all fufpicion of his pur-^ 
pofes. » 

It is agreed by all, that Gowrie was a young 
Aobleman of high accompliflimerits. He had travel* 
kd, and profecuted his ftudies with great fucce& 
and applaufe in foreign Univerfitkis. 

The conteft which followed between James and 
&s clergy, after this event, is remarkable in the cc* 
eleiiafUcal hiftory of Scotland, and at the fame time 
Id^y Tidiculous^ James could not prevail with 
Aem to allow that an attempt had been made upon 
Ids life, or to thank God for his efcape. The famoug 
Mr Robert Bruce, with fomcf others, were, on thist 
account baniihed to England. 

Cowrie Houfe is one of the moft remarkable old 
buildings in Perth. It is now commonly occupied 
fey fome companies of artillery. The ftaircafe ofi 
whidi Gowrie was killed j the window throu^ 
which James when ftruggling with an afTaflin, called 
to his attendants for ailiftance ; and that through 
vhich be made his eicape, when he fled from thp 

fury 
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iiiry of the populace, are afliduoufly fliewn to ftrtfl-^ 
gets. Gowrie had great influence among the citi-' 
sens of Perth. 

After James^'s acceffibn i6 the Eftglifii throney 
the nobles, the clergy, and the municipal cotpora- 
tions of Scotland loft much of their former influ- 
ence tipbn the government. The foVereigh was, 
before, but little exalted above them, and was often 
dependettt, in a great meafure on their generofity, 
for means to fuppl;^ the expences of his court. But, 
his rank was now greatly elevated, his hands were 
ftrengthcned, and more ample refources opened to 
enable him to fupport, without their aid, the fplen^ 
dour of royalty. Scotland fank into a dead calm, 
its civil tiirbulertce was huflied ; and the progrefs of 
civility and induftry feems to have, for a while^ 
flood ftill in it. Perth c6uld hardly gain, while the 
teft of the kingdom' was lofing : Although it feema- 
probable that even then, Perth was of fome confix 
deration, as a trading town* 

Wh^n, after the Revolution, the Scots began td 
iwake to the improvement of induftry, and to put 
forth, their ancient energy of character ; Perth was 
Hot behind the reft of the country, in taking advan^ 
tage of the happy confequences of that great event-. 
1 know not whether the citizens of Perth difcovered 

any 
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«ny remarkable averfion from the Union. But, I 
fuipeft, that they, no lefs than the trading towns, 
found no reafon to rejoice in its immediate effects. 

3y thefe, I believe, that, while the Scots were 
gainer3, Scotland loft. Its more ingenious aiid en-* 
terprifing yopth were attraded to feek their fortune 
in England. Its nobles and richer proprietors of 
land repaired to pay their court to their Sovereign, 
to attend their duty in Parliament, or to join the 
drdes of pleafure and iafliion.. Its foreign trade 
was abfolutely fwaUowed up in that of England^ 
And, its rifing manufactures, wherever they were 
of a nature to contend with any fimilar eftabl]ih<^ 
ments in England, fell before them. Yet, let it not 
be fuppofed, that I mean to cenfure the wifdom of 
the Union pf the two kingdoms. Several of thoie 
events would have taken place, in confequence of 
their vicinity, and of the fuperior political import 
tance, and the more advanced civilization of £ng^ 
land, although the Union had not been accompliih« 
cd. And, they have been all richly compenfated 
by advantages which this country has received front 
the Union. In confequence of this event, the opu- 
lence, the civilization, and the induftry of the one 
country have become common to it with the other* 
While their interefts were divided, their mutual 
^Qiulation was exprefled rather in obftrudting each 

pther'n 
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othcr^s views, than in any generous conteft of im- 
provexnent. Their union has gradually foftened the 
animofity of national rivalry, and left them diipofed 
to contend only in fair and generous arts. Form- 
ing by the union, one compad body, their joint por 
litical importance among the nations of Europe^ has 
thus been mightily increafcd. Formerly, they migh|: 
have bcfen, with propriety, compared to thofe mon? 
^ous human forms .which have fometimes bee^ 
feen^ having two heads, and two pair of ihoulders 
to otic fet of limbs. Now, they re&mble one mai:^ 
ly,. and well-proportioned figure, in which every 
pat bears a juft and natural proportion to tjie reft, 
and contributes to its firength and beauty. Inftead 
of contending in branc)ies of induftry, for the culf 
tivation of which the country enjoys natural or ac- 
quired advantages above the other j each has now 
its proper part ; and a beneficial interchange of mat 
imfaAures and natural produ&ions is carried on be^ 
tween the two countries. Befides, virtue, wealthy 
induftry, and refinement refemble water, in thsit they 
^iLlways tend to a level : No fboner have they been 
raifed to a certain height in one country, than they 
inraiediately tend to %read themfdves out over the 
countries contiguous to it : This is a certain phoer 
nomenon in the hiftory of fociety : But various ob- 
itmSdons^ to oppofe, as fo many dykes^ this difiii- 
|io^of dvility: Kow,'fuph prp:i&ty was.the e&d 
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•f the divifion of this ifland of Britain into two fe- 
parate kingdoms : By their fubjeftion to the fame 
monarch, this difadvantage was far from being en- 
tirely removed: It continued till the union had 
made the Scots and the Englifli one people; and 
even after the union, till all had learned to accuftomu 
themfelves to this intimacy of political connection* 
How has Scotland been lately enriched by Englifli 
manufafturing capitals, brought down to fituations 
in Scotland where they can be employed to greater, 
advantage than in England ! ' 

It is not yet too late to mention, although in my^ 
iiafte to look forward to the union, I neglefted to in- 
troduce it in its proper place, that in the midft o£ 
the confufion and diftrefs which our civil wars in, 
the laft century fpread over Britain, Perth was con- 
fiderably benefited by the fettlement of a good num- 
ber of Cromwell's officers and foldiers in it. On the 
fouth fide of the town, there ftill appear the remains 
of fome works ereded by CromwelL ^ Thofe of his^ 
army who remained in Perth were the fick and 
wounded who could not follow the reft back to Eng- 
land. They taught the citizens of Perth to im- 
prove their modes of life by the praftice of feveral 
Englifli arts, and excited ampng -them^ a fpirit oi^ 
induftry. 

.Vofc.I. K Thi 
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The rebel army, under the Earl of Mar is weti 
known to have remained a confiderable time in 
Perth, in the year 1715. There was confequently 
a great quantity of money expended here, upon that 
occafion, as well by that army, as by the concourfc 
of people whom their refidence attrafted hither. 

From that period, Perth and the adjoining coun- 
try were long regarded as of fufpicious loyalty. This 
made Perth a permanent ftation, in a manner, for 
foldiers. The citizens, whatever they might gain 
by the neceflary expenditure of the foldiers and their 
officers, were far from fond of thofc guefts. A 
fijuabble would, now and then, arife. In one in- 
ftance, a dancing-mafter, I think, was killed by an 
officer. The citizens and their magiftrates fearing' 
that the murder might be over-looked, or the mur- 
derer pardoned by Government, neglefted the ufu- 
al forms, and in great hafte, tried, condemned, and 
executed him by their own authority. This, we 
may be fure, did not tend to make their loyalty, 
and fubmiffion to the laws, lefs fufpicious. Nor was 
this an expedient by which they could rid themfelves 
of the foldiery. 

Having been civilized and inftrufted in feveral 
of the ufeful arts by Cromwell's foldiers ; having 
been enriched by Mar's army ; Perth was to owe 

its 
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its farther improvement to another aera of rebellion 
and civil war. Till towards the middle of the pre- 
fent century, a confiderable number, I believe of 
the inhabitants, efpecially of the northern parts of 
Scotland, were rather diffatisfied under the fway of 
the houfe of Hanover. Government, again, wer« 
jealous of their loyalty. Induftry, was little difFufed 
through Scotland in general. The feudal manners 
were, ftill in fome meafure preferved. The hereditary 
jurifdidion of the Highland chiefs had no favourable 
influence on the police or civil order of the country. 
Through thefe means was the progrefs of civiliza- 
tion retarded. The country remained poor ; and its 
fcanty population hardly increafed. All thefe cir- 
cumftances, together with others related to thefe, 
contributed to give hopes to the fadious great at 
home, to the exiled royal family, and to their fo^ 
reign friends, and our foreign enemies, that a change 
might yet be efFefted in our government, and the 
heirs male of the Stewart line re-eftablifhed on the 
Britifli throne. Advantage was therefore taken of a 
time when we were deeply engaged in foreign war j 
when our antagonifts were powerful ; and our fuc- 
cefs various. The latent fparks of rebellion were 
kindled up into a flame. The young Pretender 
was perfuaded to try his fortune in Scotland : and 
the unhappy bufinefs of the year 1715, was repeated 
in iJA$* The year 1745 was however fortunate to 

K z Perth, 
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Perth. The progrefs of armies, while ruinous to a 
country, is often beneficial to certain individuals, 
and to particular places. I know of more' than one 
refpeclable private family, who may date the rife of 
their wealth and confequence from the time when 
the Englifh purfued the rebellious Highlanders to 
CuUoden. Perth was in the fame manner confider- 
ably enriched if not by the expences of the rebel, 
yet by thofe of the loyal army. The eyes of its in- 
habitants were opened to fee, that they might thrive 
by trade and induftry. A fpirit of exertion was 
roufed, which has, ever fince, been waxing more vir 
gorous and more active. 

There are only two ways of reducing a turbur 
lent people to order; either by civilizing, or by ex- 
terminating them. The meafures which had been 
hitherto ufed with the people of Scotland favoured 
more of the latter than of the former of thefe expe- 
dients. A different plan of conduft was now adopt- 
ed by government. The heritable jurifdidions 
were aboliflied; and the lower orders fubjefted to a 
jurifdiftion more benign in its afpeft, more falu- 
tary in its influence. The revenue of the forfeited 
eftates was employed in promoting the improvement 
of the country: and on thofe eftates, improvements 
of planting, of inclofure, of live-ftock, of crops, 
and of tillage were attempted, which, by their fue- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



PART OF SCOTLAND. 77 

cefi, ferved as examples to invite the imitation o£ 
the farmers and the proprietors of the lands conti? 
guous. It was in this part of the kingdom chiefly, 
that thefe happy changes took place. The improve^ 
ments of the circumjacent country neceflarily ex- 
tended their influence to Perth, as a market, and a 
fea-port town. Although long in the third rank 
of the Royal Burghs of Scotland, it had been fo 
fmall in the beginning of the prefent century, that 
its inhabitants, as I have been told, compofed only 
one congregation. But, the linen manufafture be- 
ing now introduced here; and the circumftances 
of the country requiring a greater number of the 
common artifans, and a larger fupply of the articles 
of import ; its numbers were now rapidly multi-, 
plied, and its buildings extended, and conftrufted 
in a ftyle of greater convenience and elegance. Since 
that period I know not that any unfavourable caufes 
have arifen to arreft or retard its progrefs. And, I 
fuppofe, that it never was in a more thriving con- 
dition than at prefent. While the Highlands of 
Scotland continue to improve, Perth muft unavoid- 
ably thrive. And it is eafy to fee, that its flourifli- 
ing muft be of advantage to the furrounding country. 

The ftreets and houfes of Perth are, for the great- 
er part, difpofed in a regularity of plan, which 
proves them not to be of the moft remote antiquity. 

It 
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It is indeed true, that the level lituation, being fin* 
gularly favourable to regularity, might, even from 
the firft, give this an advantage over many of our 
old burghs. Several parallel ftreets run in a direc- 
tion parallel with the river, as far as a right can bear 
this relation to a curve line, nearly betwfeen Eaft 
and Weft. Thefe are again interfefted by others 
extending between North and South. It fhould 
feem, that anciently particular ftreets were inhabited, 
each by a particular dais of Artifans. The names, 
ftill preferved, indicate as much. The fliop-keepers 
or merchants occupied one flxeet : the weavers ano-- 
ther : the hammermen a third : and other crafts oc- 
cupied, in the fame manner, each a feparate ftreet. 

Many of the houfes in that ftreet called the Wa- 
ter-Gate, feem to be very old buildings. Towards 
the fouthern end of the Water- Gate ftands the fa- 
mous palace of the Gowrie family, above mention- 
ed. The buildings in the High-Street have probably 
been often renewed fince the origin of the city. I 
do not recoiled that many of them have a very an- 
tique afpeft. 

Here are ftill, or af leaft lately were, I believe, 
fbme houfes or parts of houfes conftrufted folely of 
wood. There was a time when mafonry was an art 
iu from common among our anceftors ^ and they 

were 
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tvert even little (killed in quarrying and hewing 
ftones. They knew no medium between huts of 
turf or loofe ftoncB, and caftles of ftrength to refill 
an hoftile attack, the builders of which were often 
foreign mafons. When cities came to be formed, 
and houfes of decent ftrufture, — neither huts nor 
caftles, — ^to be erefted in them ; wooden ftages or 
whole houfes were a contrivance which afforded 
greater elegance and convenience than mere hutSj 
yet required not the pains and expence of fabrics of 
ftone. In thofe days, our natural woods had not 
yet exhaufted; timber was therefore cafily obtained; 
Wood was employed as a material for many of the 
Inoft ordinary utenfils ; and the art of working it 
was therefore more generally praftifed than that of 
working ftone. Hence feems to have originated 
the fafhion of thofe wooden houfes, feveral of which 
ftill remain in towns, here and there, as monuments 
of the ftate of the arts among our anceftors, and of 
the modes of life which they followed. — Another 
circumftance which might contribute to eftablifli this 
falhion in many places, was the fcarcity of lime, 
and the unfkilfulnefe of the ancient inhabitants of 
this country, after the Roman arts were loft, in for- 
ming mortar. 

The Church in which John Knox harangued, ftill 
flands, and is now divided into three, named the 

caft 
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caft, the middle, and the weft kirks. The eaft kim 
has not very many years fince, been very hand-*- 
fomely modernized within. There is an old hofpi- 
tal, a confiderable building, the founding of which is, 
if I recoiled right, afcribed to King James VI. The 
Town-Houfe fliuts up the eaftern end of the High- 
ftreet. Meeting the high-ftreet at right angles, to- 
wards its eaftern extremity,— and continuing the 
Water-Gate northward, is George's Street, xonfift- 
ing of new houfes regularly built in i vdry hand^ 
fome ftyle. ^t the northern end of this ftreet, and 
joining it on the weftern fide, nearly at right ang- 
les, is Charlotte's Street, built in a ftyle of equal or 
greater neatnefs and elegance. A plan has been pro- 
pofed by Mr Anderfon, proprietor of the ground, 
for a New Town, to be builC at a fmall diftance 
weftward from Charlotte's ftreet, and precifely I be- 
lieve, where once ftood the monaftery of the Black 
Friars in which James I. was murdered. 

Adjoining to the angle formed by the junftion 
of Charlotte's Street with George's Street, ftands the 
bridgt not many years fince, thrown over the Tay, 
at Perth. The communication at this place, be- 
tween the northern and the fouthern banks of this 
river was formerly by an wooden bridge. This 
was very unfuitable to the depth and width of the 
river, and to the throng of paffengers who had con- 

tinual 
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tiniial occafion to pafs it. This ftately bridge of 
ftone was therefore projected and reared at the ex* 
pence of about five and twenty thoufand, pounds 
fterling. Government contributed liberally out of 
the revenue of the forfeited eftates for the executioa 
of this ufeful public work. The magiftrates of Perth 
advanced what the Burgh-Funds could afford. A 
large fum was raifed by a fubfcription. And, the 
late Earl of Kinnoul, a man whofe name is never 
to be mentioned without praife, procured a loan^ 
upon the credit of a Toll to be levied, which made 
up what farther was wanted to defray the expence 
of the bridge. The debt thus contracted has fince- 
been repaid, and the toll abolilhed. This bridge 
confifts of nine ftately arches. The meafurementg 
of its length and breadth I have forgotten* It is 
truly a fine ftriifture ; but would. have been more 
fo, if the breadth had admitted of a foot-path on 
the northern, as there is on the fouthern fide« 

The Tay over which this bridge is thrown, and 
on the fouthern bank of which the city of Perth 
ftands, is truly a noble river. It rifes in Braidal- 
bane, on the frontiers of Lome. Before it has ad- 
vanced many miles from its fource, its ftream is con- 
fiderably augmented by the acceffion of feveral fmall 
rills. Soon after, it difiufes its waters* into a fmall 
, Vol. h h lake 
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lake, called Loch Dochart; and indeed the rivci^' 
itfelf there bears rather the name of the Dochart. 
Continuing its courfe from Loch Dochart, it fooa 
again expands into another lake.\ Out of this it 
proceeds to Killin, ftill bearing, if I remember right, 
the name of the Dochart. Here it m:ects with ano- 
ther river which flows hither by a more north-eaft- 
erly courfe. Their waters are diffufed into the fa* 
mous Loch Tay, fixteen miles in length. Iffuing. 
from this fpacious lake, at Kenmorc, the Tay is foon 
after increafed by the acceffion of the Lyon. It pro- 
ceeds onward in an eaftern direction through Athol, 
receiving, as it advances, all the waters in the coun- 
try, till at Logierait it is joined by the large river o£ 
Tummel. Here it bends to the fouth, and. advan- 
cing about eight miles, reaches Dunkdd ; whence 
taking a more northern direftion, it continues its 
eourfe towards Perth; being as it advances, ftill 
augmented by the acceffion of various tributary 
ftreams; the moft confiderable of which is the Al- 
mond. At P^rth it turns to the fouth-eaft, and re- 
ceiving, as it proceeds, the waters of the Earnc, 
pafles by Abemethy, once the capital, of the Pi<9ifli 
kingdom. Soon after this, it expands itfelf to the 
breadth of three miles. Contrafting its breadth, zs^^ 
it approaches Dundee^ it there opens into the Ger- 
rit^.Ocean*^ 
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Such is the noble river, on the fouthcm bank of 
which, where it has increafed into a vaft body of 
w^ater, and not a great many miles above where it 
*difcharges itfelf into the ocean,-^Perth is advantah 
geoufly fituated. Apcrfon acquainted with the ge- 
:neral charaftcr of great rivers, and with their influ- 
•cnce in determining the afped and the fertility of 
^e tfiftridis through which they pafs,— might readi- 
ly,— without farther knowledge of the local circuni- 
tftances, than what is conveyed in this account of 
the courfe of the Tay, and of the fituation of Perth 
^uponit,-f-conclude the city to ftand amid delightful 
/cenery, and to enjoy moft of the advantages which 
efiatural circumftances affqrd, fQr the promotion of 
,^rade and induftry. 

'If Perth and its furrounding fcraery prefent an 
affemblageof fine objeft? to the traveller approach- 
:ing from the fouth, as he croffes the nqrthern fhoul- 
der of Moncrief-hill ; the profpect though lels ex- 
^tenfive, and lefs crowded, is, however, fittle lefe 
{)leafing, from any fiatio];i immediately around the 
town. — -It is pleafing to caft the eye upwards from 
>the bridge, upon the courfe of the river. On the 
4iorthern bank appears a feries of villas, gardens, 
rfmall parks furrounded, or at leaft partly furround- 
:cd with trees, with here and there a little clump of 
?)dfing wopd, and here and there a cluftcr of meaner 

id 2 Jiopfe^. 
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houfes. In the mean time, two or three fmall boats 
are perhaps paddling on the river ; and, it may be, 
that the fifliermen are bufy with their nets. On 
the fouthern bank lies the fine level plain, caUed the 
North Inch, (in relation to the South Inch), whitp 
half-over with linens which the watherwomen arc 
bufy in fpreading out, or taking up: round the 
edges of this plain, a few of the citizens are perhaps 
ftroUing carelefely : troes of a moderate height, mark 
the line upon the left, where the level furface gently 
fwells, as it recedes fouthward from the river : be- 
yond thefe trees, on the rifing ground, are garden^, 
from which the people of the town are fupplied with 
fummer-fruits and pot-herbs: ftill farther to the 
fouth-weft are rich corn-fields, and, if I remember 
right, within the limits of the profped, the enchantr 
ingly fituated houfe of Fewe. Farther up the ftream, 
on the fame fide, are meadows and corn fields fuTr 
rounded with rows of trees, and partly within fight, 
feveral houfes of a decent afpeft, and feats of manu* 
fefturing induftry. 

If the ^edator, fl:ill keeping his ftation on the 
Bridge, now turn to mark the courfe of the fl:ream, as 
it runs on, eaft by fouth, he has, on his right hand, a 
back view of one of the lines of houfes which compofe 
George's-Street; (objefts, Igrant, not otherwifeplea- 
iing than by the aflbciated ideas of the comforts of fo* 
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jcial, dvilized life which they fuggeft.) Carrying his 
eye farther on the fame fide, he has a glimpfe of the 
fouth-eaftern edge of the Southlnch; and the eye refts 
on the north-eaftern fide of Moncrief-hill. On the 
river are numbers of veffels of various fizes, to the 
burthen of two hundred tons. Perhaps the failors 
are bufy in diicharging or lading a cargo ; or the 
veffels are advancing up, or moving down the river. 
On the north-eaftern bank is the famous hill of Kin- 
noull, which, although, on other quarters it towers 
up, with a fudden and precipitous elevation, hefe de-p 
clines infenfiWy to where it bounds the river, on on^ 
fide, and till it finks, to the north- weft, into the long 
ridge which advances up the river. That part of 
this hill which is here within view. Is finely clad with 
yrood. Here and there are vacant fpaces, bearing 
rich crops of corn. Thq church of Kinnoul, with 
fome other houfes, and a carriage road leading to 
the fummit of fhe hill are alfo feen to diverfify the 
fcene. Yet, I muft acknowledge that, this ftatiow 
is too near for the fpedator to enjoy the profpedt of 
the wood to the beft advantage. And, there is no 
very diftant ftation from which it can be feen. I am 
BOt fure that the hue of the pines of which it con- 
fifls, is not too fombrous for the fituation. Along 
this bank, lower than the grounds, clad with the 
wood, runs a line of houfes, which may in time be 
Intended farther eaftward* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



jS6 JOURNEY THROUGH 

The South Inch is another ftation from whidk 
,an agreeable profped may be had, particularly of a 
ipart of Kinnoul-hill. Here is lefs wood, and a larger 
extent of cultivated ground on the fide of the hill, 
with an happily enough fituated houfe, the dwelling 
.•<rf a Mr Moncrief. The majeftic, winding courfc 
:Of the river is at the fame time feen, and on its 
fouthern bank, a lower eminence, interpofed before 
Moncrief-hill. The ftranger may, with equal plea- 
iure, ramble about and gaze around him, upon the 
^other fides of this city. — ^Yet, after all, it muft be 
jC(mfefied that as Perth is feated, as it were, in the 
^rena of an amphitheatre, it does not afford the beft 
nations for feeing thefe environs to advantage. The 
'l)eft profpedsin this tracl of country, as may natu- 
orally be fuppofed, are to be feen from the towering 
|)ealcs, and the fwelUng j:id^es Scattered through i^. 

Thb late Earl of Kinnoul was at the expence of 
tcarrying a carriage-road, from the north-eaft end of 
•the Bridge, by a gradual, winding afcent to the 
fumitiit of KinnouHiill. The profped from the 
jfummit of this hill, although lefs extenfive on one 
£de, is in other refpeAs perhaps fiiperipr to that 
vhich the fummit of Moncrief-hill affords. The 
^aft plain of Strathmore, the famed Grampian 
anoyntains, many miles of the courfe of the Tay, 
f^rth with all its environs^ t;bc CQ^ft of Fife and the 

frerinan 
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6crman Ocean are all vifibic from this fituation. 
It were endlcfs to enumerate the particular obje^ 
which are hence to be feen, or even to name the 
little groups of connefted objefts, each forming a 
fine landfcape, into which the whole fcene might be 
divided. Under the fliouldcr of the hill appears 
Lord Grey^s Houfe, in a fnugly flieltered fituation j 
and if not direftly oppofite, yet within the fame 
rang'e of profpeft, two little illes, formed by the 
windings of the Tay, whichj^ iii their relative pro- 
portions, and fituation, bear a wonderfully exad: 
xtefemblance to Great Britain and Ifeland. Kin« 
jioul hill as well as that of Moncrief, and Dunfin* 
Bane at fome diflance northward,— confifis of an ail 
&mblage of columnar rocks ; from which paffion-^ 
atdy fyftematic mineralogifts might poffibly infer 
that thefe have once been vents of volcanic fires* 
( fhall not fport an inference upon the occafion* 
This country was vifited, and the mineralogy of 
this hill examined by the famous French mineralo- 
gift Faujas de St Fond. He found it abfolutely a 
treafury of the foflU riches of nature. I did not 
particularly examine its mineralogy. Yet, I have 
&en fome finely poliflied agates from it. And t 
have been made hs^py by the promife of a coUeo 
i£oa(tf ipecimens from the fame quarry of minerals*' 

PsRTHy 
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Perth, as I have faid, contained no more inhi- 
bitahts in the beginning of the prefent century, thad 
were fufficient to fovjn one congregation. They 
might be fomewhat enriched by the. expences of 
Mar's army, in 1715. But, I fuppofe, their num^ 
bers did not increafe in any confiderable proportion, 
till after the events of 1745. I have already obfer- 
ved that from this laft period, they feem to have 
been awakened, as if from a deep ileep, and have 
been animated with a better fpirit of aftivity. — ^Their 
trade had been hitherto very much confined.- And, 
of manufacluring induftry and its advantages they 
had little idea. They might import from England, 
and perhaps (for I do not here fpeak with certainty) 
from the Mediterranean and the Baltic, a few of thej 
more imj^ortant articles of neceifity and luxury^ 
and they might, in return, export fome few ar- 
ticles : but ftill they poffeffed nothing but a very in-» 
confiderable trade« 

They w'ere famous fot a fmuggling importation 
of wines ; which, through the arts by which they 
evaded payment of the duties, they were enabled ta 
fell cheaper and more genuine than the iame wines 
could be obtained any where elfe in Scotland. 

. Another mode of induftry by which the citizens^ 
•f Perth gained confiderably, in thofe days, was by 

carrying 
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carrying theif goods, as pedlars or chapmen, through 
thofe parts in the Highlands which were for diftant 
firwn market towns. This fpecies of traffic was.fnf* 
ficiently gainful ; for the chapman was always en- 
tertained with the beft fare, with free hofpitaiity j 
and had, befides, the advantage of felling his goods 
it his own price, without being injured by that ri- 
valry which reduces the profits of neighbouring Shop- 
keepers in the fame* town. The gains of this travel- 
ling trade laid the foundation of fome confiderable 
fortunes now in Perth. 

And here,— ^if I niay be allowed to affume, for a 
inoment, the cloak, or hood at leaft, of a commer- 

'ciai philofopher, — I am induced to obferve, that 
chapmen or pedlars, are the great civilizers of coun- 
tries 2ind nations. We learn from Caefar and other 
Roman writers, that the travelling merchstiits whci 
frequented Gaul and other barbarous countries, ei- 
ther nevirly conquered by the Roman arms, or border- 

♦ ing on the Roman conquefts, were ever the firil to 
ihake the inhabitant^ of thofe countries fai^iliarly 
acquainted with the Roman modes of life, and to 
infpire them with an inclination to follow Roman fa- 
Ihions, and to enjoy Roman conveniencies. In North 
America, travelling merchants from the fettlements 
have done mtd continue to do much more towards 
<5vilizing the Indian natives, than all the Miffiona- 
Voi.. i. M ries. 
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ries, Papift or Proteftant, who have ever been fsiKt 
among them. There is reafon to expeft, that muck^ 
may be equally done for the civUization of the na- 
tives of New Holland^ by chapmen travelling, with' 
fuitable wares from our new formed fettlements at 
Botany-Bay. 

NoTHiNa can be more natural, than that thefe' 
things fhould fo happen. A rude people will hard-^ 
ly go in fearch of commodities of which they know 
not the names, the nature, or the* value, and whick- 
they have little, if any money topurchafe.^ Yet, whe» 
iuch commodities are brought among them, expo^ 
fed to their view, and recommended as fafhionable 
or ufeful; they feldom fail to- take a fancy for them, 
and will often give in exchange any thing of how- 
ever effential utility, that tliey already poflefs. They 
learn to labour, that they may have means with: 
which to purchafe thofe foreign commodities. — ^They 
learn to difdain the ufeof thofexearfe clothes, or rude 
utenfils with which they were before content.. And* 
with the new convenlencies, they infenfibly adopt 
that improved fyftem of manners to which fuch con- 
veniencies properly correfpond. In the ftage of thc- 
prpgreis of fodety in which this change i^ begun, 
no fuch alteration could polfibly take place, without 
the intervention of chapmen or pedlars. 
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3t is fiirther to be obferved, for the credit of this 
moft ufeful clafs of men, that they commonly con- 
tribute, by their perfonal manners no lefs than by 
the fale of their wares, to the refinement of the peo- 
ple among whom they travel. Their deaHngs form 
th«m to great quickneft of wit, and acutenefs of 
judgment. Having confiant occafion to recommend 
themfehres and their goods, they acquire habits of 
"the moft obliging attention, and the moft infinua- 
ting addrefs. As, in their peregrinations, they have 
opportunity of coniemplating the manners of various 
men and various cities ; they become eminently (killed 
in the kaowledge of the world. As they wander, 
each alone^ through thinly inhabited diftrids, they 
form habits of reflexion, and of fublime contempla^ 
tion. With all thefe qualifications, no wonder, 
that they fiiould often be, in remote parts of the 
country, the beft mirrors of faihion^ and cenfors 
of manners j and fliould contribute much to poliih 
the roughneis, and fojEten the rufticity of our pea«> 
iantry • It is' not more than twenty or thirty years, 
fince a young man going from any pajt of Scotland 
to £ng|Iand, of purpofe to €arry the pack^ was confi- 
dered, as going to lead the life, and to acquire the 
fortune of a gentleman* When, after twenty years 
abfence, in that honouraUe line of employment, he 
returned, with his acquifitipns to his native cojjntry, 
|ie was re^rded as a gentleman to all intents and 

M 2 purpofesn 
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purpofcs. . When he had purchafed a little cftate/hc 
<:oinmonly made improvements, and fet up in' a ftilc 
ipf living, by which the tafle of the ^'iiole country -fide 
was mightily correfted and refined. I believe in my 
confcience, that qit leaft a fifth part of our fecond- 
ratc gentry, whofe gentility is not of ancient, mi- 
litary origin, may trace it to thi? ufeful induftry of 

this deferved clafs of citizens. 

■ - '- ■ . '• > i 

But, to traqs fpmcwjiat ferthey, the progr^fi of 
that refinement which is begun through the mini« 
iftration of itinerant merchants :— When curiofity, 
tafte, induftry, and fancy have, by theii: endea*- 
vours^ been rouzed ; the purchafers of their Com- 
modities learn next to meet them at fairs. By at 
fembling upon thefe occafions, they become ihorq 
fpcial in their tempers, they are taught to vie with 
one another in their manners and appearance, they 
gain fome knowledge of traffic, and become acquain- 
ted with more of the cdnveniencics of life. The 
time of the fair. becomes a period to which their 
hopes look forward, and an aera from which every 
one dates fome increafe or other of his perfonal im- 
portance. Every one returns home from it, too, 
with refolutions to earn money or to prepare com« 
modities which may enable him to make greater 
purchafes by the return of next fair. 
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' The fpirit of induftry and of focial ihtercourfii 
which is by thefe means fiirred up, continues to Ch 
|)erate, till yet more frequent mtettngs for the pur- 
pofes of traffic become requifite. Markets are nex^ 
eftablifhed. The chapmen become Ihop-keepersJ 
And the improvement of the country, if not imi 
peded by the operation of oppofite caufes, goes rai 
pidlyon. 

This is no fanciful or ludicrous dedu^ion. Thd 
progrefs o^ induftry, and of luxury, advances by 
thefe very fteps. Chapmen are undeniably of alt 
that confequence iii fociety which I have afcribed t<f 
them, I know not if the Society for propagating 
Chriftian knowledge in the Highlands and Ifltod» 
pf Scotland, had not better employ chapmen, infteswl 
of preaching miffionaries,— or unite the two charac-< 
ters of the chapman apd the preaching miffionary iq^ 
the fame perfop. 

But, this digreiSon has been now fpun oUt to a 
Sufficient length. To what was above mentioned con- 
frerning the itinerant merchants of Perth, I fhall add 
fertber, that they ufed fometimes to find the High* 
land lairds more willing to buy than to pay. .Of one 
of thefe gentlemen it is related* that a chapman wHio 
|Hud him a dunning vifit, having been courCtOitfiy^ 
^ecdiTed, and lodged (6v the night im a coiitfof (^e 

bedr 
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Ibed-chamber, — ^was furprifed when he arofc in the 
morning, and was thinking of demanding his money 
from the Jaird, — ^tafee oppo&ic to his window the 
4ead body of a m^^ hanging upon a poft or a grow* 
Vig tree. He enquired conceiwng this ^l^arance 
from the firft fervant who entered his dbtamber. Th<^ 
i!b.rvant told him, that it was the body of a merch<- 
ant from the low country who had com^ to duo 
the bird for a debt he owed him ; and that, the 
lurd had, in a paffion at the fdlow's inibloice, or- 
dered him tQ be hung up. Upon receiving this in- 
formation, our chapman refolved to take his leave 
of his hoft, without mentioning the fubjed of his 
coming, llie laird was pleafed with the fuccefs of 
Ids trick ; for he who hung on the tree was only ^ 
man of ftraw who had been dreffed and hung up, of 
purpofe that his fate might terrify the realqreditpr 
|rom making a troublefome demand. 

Many of the itinerant m^chants who travelled 
-tfirough the Highlands, from Perth and its Canity, 
after they had earned a competent fum by their tra^ 
yelUng trade, fettled as fhop-'keepers, and brought 
a coniiderable accei^on of capital to enliven the 
induftry of the dty. A coniiderable manu&£hire 
lOf linen was infeniibly eftablifhed here. The Tru£i 
tees ai^inted to receive the rents of the forfeited 
i^ikintSf and to lay them out in part, for the direfjt 

improyemep^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



fAUT OF SCOTLANO. ^ 

liiipfovexnent g( the country, — ^amoiig their Other 
tfortSy— -were at great psuns to encourage the cut- 
lure of Ikit, and the fpinning of linen-yarn. 'With 
the produdion of the raw materials, they ihewed a 
fike difpofitioH, to encourage the working of thefe 
ap into manufadured goods, fit for immediate uEo. 
The linen manfaclure was accordingly not a littlC' 
mdebted to their cares for its progreis at Perth. 

After the nufing and drefling of lint^ the fpin>- 
fting of yarn, and the weavingW linen doth ; the 
mext objed was, to provide for the bleaching of the 
doth,. A bleachfield, the firft I believe, in thife^ 
ndghbourhood, was eftabliflied by a Mr Ghriftie^ 
at TuUoch, more than fifty years fince. The ma*, 
nagement of it was undoubtedly obferve4 to be fu£* 
ficiently gsdnful. For, after fome time, when the 
proprietor of this bleachfidd refufed fome fmall a*- 
batement m his prices which fome of the manufao* 
turers required; it was determined to form another 
bleachfidd at Luncarty, two or three miles fiirther 
up the river ; a fcene fiunous in the martial hifiory 
of Scotland* 

Of the andent glories of this now bufy, fmiling 
icene of peaceful induftry, I would willingly fay 
ibmething, if I could, with certainty. The ftory 
% tiiat in the end of the tenth century, a bloody 
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battle was here fought between the Scots and the 
Danes who had invaded their country, and had ad**' 
vanced thus far from the eaftern coaft. The inva- 
jdcrs were defeated with great daughter^ Th^ 
£c6ts ar{^ faid to have been greatly indebted fot 
iheir viftory to peafants of the iiame of Hay, 4 
father and %w6 fons ; who with the yokes of their 
oxen from the plough, ftjtyed the flight of thdr 
countrymen, led them back to charge the enemy, 
-and urged on to coriqueft* The t-calit;^ <)f 'this' 
tvent IS confirmed by the circumftances of the 
fceneit Artificial hillocks or harrows are fcattered 
here and there over it. Some of thefe having been 
occafiorially opened, bones, or entire Ikeletons have 
hcGTi found within them, fometimes protefiied by 
Tude ftone coffins, and fometimes fiftiply depoiited! 
in the earth. An upright ftone in one place is fup- 
f)oied— but only fuppofed — to^ mark the grave o( 
the Daniih leader. A particular fpot fiill retains^ 
the name of Danemerk. Another is diftiriguilhed[ 
t)y'the appellation of Turn-a^^ain-Hilhck: The noble 
families of the firnamc of Hay^ faid to be tHc deifcen- 
dents of the brave peafants who turned the fortune 
of the day, in this battle, bear in their armorial en-* 
jfigns, the inftirument^ of the viftory, with the n>6tto,- 
Sub, Jugo. — Such are the cirotimftances of this ftory. 
1 muft confefs., that I am not Inclined to receive the 
whole tale, with implicit cre^t* Thus much! think 

certaiir 
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tertain, that a battle was here fought, — ^moft pro* 
bably between the Scots and the Danes ; and that 
the armorial bearings of the Hays allude to fome 
atchievements, real or fuppofititious, in which the't 
anceftdrs advantageoufly availed themfelves of fuch 
weapons as the apparatus of the plough afforded. 

At the time when the formation of a bleachfield 
Bpon this fcene was firft projected, the furface was 
in a very rough uncultivated ftate. The late Mr 
William Sandeman having obtained a leafe from Mr 
Graham of Bllgowan, of a fuitable extent of ground, 
immediMely b^gaft to form fields for the feception 
of cloth^ and to lead out the requifite ftreams of 
water in a Convenient direftion ; built the neceffary 
houfes, and furnilhed hiinfelf with the proper appa- 
ratus for bleaching. The Truftees for Improvements 
&c. pleafed with his exertions, ahd tvith the judicious 
manner in which he conduced them, affifted him 
at different times, with pecuniary aid from their 
funds; The lineii manufafture was then advan- 
cing, ho lefs through Scotland in generM, than at 
Perth; His fields were foon clad with as much 
cloth as they could receive. His profits were con- 
fiderable. He extended his fields, and employed 
additional hands. As this branch of his bufinefs be- 
came more and more lucrative, the fcene where it 
was condufted became more and more agreeable. 
VoJL. I. N He 
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He cleared, and inclofed his fields, fcattcred over 
them, ais the variations of the furfece fuggefted, lit- 
tle knots and belts of wood, and profecuted hik 
iinprovenients, till he at leiigth' rendered this place 
one of the fineft inftanccs I have feeii, of the tendcn- 
ey of virtuous induftry of any kind, to beautify the 
face of nature, arid to call forth her beft bouiities. 

After fome time, other bleaching companies a-' 
pofe, and ^ftablifhed their works at Huntingtower 
and Ruthven. Thcfe alfo havi betett^very fuccefsfuL 

While the manufafture of linen continued to be 
almoft every year extended in thefe environs, a Mr 
Macalpine, who had been manager for a printing-^ 
company ,> en the banks of the Leven, in the neigh^ 
bourhood of Dumbarton, — came to eftabliftk-himfelf 
here. He was a man of a bold, projefting genius :« 
but I have not underftood^ that his capital was con- 
fiderable. He obtained leafes of convenient grounds 
at Stormontfield and at Grom well- Park, formed 
the neceffstty Works on a great fcale, and a£bially 
gave a new animation to the induftry of Perth and 
its neighbourhood, and; by his own efforts, and by 
the influence of his example, was changing the at 
pea of the country. He entered, at the fame time 
while he eftablilhed his bleacHing-works, into very 
cxtenfive dealings in the purchafe wA fale of linen* 

gpods«i 
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gpods. But his views were too wild and magnifi- 
scent, and his capital too fmall. To carry on his 
bufineTs, he was fometimes obliged, I believe, to diC- 
pofc of goods to difadvantage. And ftill as his bui- 
iineis feemed to proceed, in any particular branch 
of it, with fuccefs, his views were enlarged, and he 
conceived and attempted new projefts. The refult 
of the whole, was, his failure after he had been only 
aboi^ three or four years in bufinels ; and that for 
an incredibly large fum. 

But, his exertions had afready contributed great- 
Jy to animate, to exrtend, and to give a more bene^ 
.fidal dire^ion to-— the mamifafturing induftry o£ 
Perth and its environs. Although unfuccefsful for 
liimfelf, he had been eminently fuccefsful for the 
country. A few might fufier by his bankruptcy. 
But, his greateft debts were due to creditors in Eng- 
land. And I believe that no inconfiderable part of 
that value which he confumed, had been laid out 
here, either about the works which he eftabliflied, 
or in purchafes from the dealers about Perth. He 
feems to have benefited this place chiefly by ex- 
pending upon it property drawn from England, for 
which, in confequence of his failure, no return wa5 
IVade. 

N ? Bib 
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His leafes and the works which he had formed 
fell into the hands of other gentlemen ; who, by con* 
. dufting the bufinefs with more fober cautipn, upon 
better capitals, and with equal intelligence, make 
them alike gainful to themfelves, apd beneficial to 
the country. 

While thefe feveral eftablifliments for bleaching 
were formed, the manufafture of linen continued 
to be annually improved and extended in its feveral 
fubdivifions. Greater crops of* flax were raifed. 
The feeds were more fkilfuUy preferved. The flax 
was better drefled. Larger quantities were import- 
ed, to make up the deficiency of that raifed at home. 
The pradice of fpinning >^as extenfively diflufed 
among the inhabitants of the Highlands. The fpin- 
ners of fome diftrids, as of AthoU, for inflance, 
became more fls^ilful. in their art. I'he looms were 
multiplied. New markets were fucceljively tried. 
Cloths of a greater diverfity of fabric were prepared. 

In the mean time other branches of trade and in- 
duftry, connefted with thefe, partook in their pro- 
fperity. The preparation of lintfeed oil had for a 
ionfiderablc time been praftifed here : the firft miln 
for that purpofe having been erefted by John, Duke 
of AthoU, about the beginning of the prefent cen- 
tury. Lintfeed oil was then efteemed highly medi- 
cinal; 
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cihal ; and a glafs of whifky mixed with half a glaik 
of this oil was a favourite dram. The mills for the 
preparation of this oil were at length multiplied to 
four; and the quantity of about three hundred 
tons, giving a return of about nine thoufand pounds, 
is annually exported. 

The filhings of the river had long been valuable. 
They became more fo, when expedients were adop- 
ted for preferving the fiflies frefli, till they couW be 
expoied to fale in the markets of London and £din^ 
burgh. The tackfmen of the fiflieries pay a rent of 
about three thoufand pounds a-year. There is a 
confiderable^ exportation to different ports on the 
Mediterranean. — Three thoufand fifhes, weighing 
all together eight and forty thoufand pounds, have 
been here caught in one morning. The fifhery be- 
gins at St Andrew's day, and ends on the 26th of 
Auguft, Old Style. 

As the agricultural improvements of the country, 
at leaft in the near neighbourhood of Perth, kept 
pace with the progrefs of its manufaftures ; another 
branch of its trade has, for a long while, been the 
exportation of wheat, barley, and other kinds of 
grain, to a confiderable amount. Tallow, beesr 
wax, dreffed flieep-lkins, dreffed and raw calf-fkins, 
1^4 VW goat-ikins are alfp fhipped from this place. 

Refidy 
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Bcfide thefe, of tte ftaple articles of Perth, white 
lind brown linens, to a great value, are annually fent 
to London and Glafgow ; as well as thread and yam 
iOf various kinds* Confiderable quantities of ihoes 
;md boots are made here, and imported to London*^ 

But, even within thefe very few years, and fincc 
the trade and induftry of Perth were in the thri- 
ving condition now mentioned, thefe have greatly- 
improved. This has happened, in confequence of 
the introdudion of the Cotton manufacture into 
Scotland. 

Cotton ftuffs of various fabrics, were long a 
Very capital article of import from the Eaft Indies, 
The raw material is there produced in great abun^ 
dance ; and the Gentoo artifans arc among the firft 
in the world, for peaceful, painful induftry, and for 
artificial, although not iox fcientijic ingenuity. Their 
modes of life, too, are fingularly favourable to the 
progrefs of the arts. The circumftances of the cli- 
mate recommend the utmoft fimplicity of drefs. 
The fame circumftances, aided by religious princi- 
ples and prejudices, and by a-fyftem of cuftoms and 
manners which have been wonderfully permanent 
in that part of the world, — ^have formed them to a 

degree 

» Sec the Tabic of the ]S;cjport8 and Imports rf Perth, at the cnrf 
Hf thU volume^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



>ART OF SCOTLANTK <6^ 

dcjgree of fobricty in life, and of fimplidty in food^ 
tvjiich enable them to afford their induftry m\x^ 
cheaper, than the artifans of any other manufadu- 
ring countries can* It muil indeed be ^owed, that 
the fuperior fertility of Indoftan co-operates to pro-* 
mote the fame ends. Let us cOmfider, how much 
more labour our own artifans would be able to per^t 
form, and how much lefe they would require fot 
their fuftcnance,— if they fhould never intoxicate 
themielves with firong liquors, fliould ufe no animal 
food, and fliould confume no part of their time iit 
the idlenels of debauchery ? — ^Thefe are precifely the 
advantages which the manners, and the local circum- 
stances of Indoftan have long contributed, to favoui; 
ks manufaduring induftry* And, if, in addition 
to theie, the inhabitants of that country could have 
the benefit of the apjdication of fcience to abridge 
the complex procefles, and to improve the inftru- 
laents of art } it ihould feem to be a matter impof- 
fible for the manufafturers of any other nation to^ 
Contend with them in the nuurket. 

At the tiine, when the cotton ftufis of the Eafti 
Indies firft began to be plentifully imported into 
Europe, we knew little of the ufe of cotton, or of 
the manufa^hire of cotton cloth* None of our ufe- 
iul arts had been improved to a ftate of very higli 
jfex£cdao9^ Tfaofe ftiD& were eagerly purcha&d at 

any 
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Shy price the importers chofe to fet upon tKerfi; 
and a confiderable time paffed before we thought of 
importing the raw material, and imitating the fa- 
brics, at home. However, as cotton-ftuffs came in- 
to more general requeft, anfl the raw materisd came 
tO'be obtained in great abiindance from the Britiflb 
and, French Weft India iflands, and as I believe, alfo 
from North America ; our manufaftureres ventured 
at length to try whether they could not imitate the 
beautiful cotton ftuffs of the Eaft. Only the coarfer 
forts of thefe, however^ did they at firil attempt; 
The finer feemed inimitabld. Although the fabrics* 
were woven ; yet hbw fliould they be pointed with 
that elefgant diverfity of figures and colours with 
which the ftufFs of India Wer6 adorned ? Or in a 
tountry fo luxurious and opulent as Great Britain, 
tould labour be afforded half fo cheap as in India? 
•i^And, had there been norie of thefe difadvantegei 
to difcourage the pt'ogrcfs of the: cotton manufacJ 
ttirel in this iflind : yet, the advantages of vaft ca-{ 
pital, of the prepoflTdfions of the piirchafers, and 
of the dexterity which workmen, even without fu- 
f)erior (kill, Acquired by long praftice, were all v 
gainft us^ 

- Yet, with thefe againffi us, was this manufefturd 
infenfibly introduced. When it had once obtained 
a footing, it continued to make its way. Fortu-» 

. nately 
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faatdy the fame caufes which contributed to raife 
the price of labour, ferved at the fame time to im- 
prove the dexterity of our artifans^ and to favout 
the application of fcience to the improvbment of art. 
Our labouring mechanics have been often alarmed 
and enraged when by any happy application of 
fcience to the improvement of art, or perhaps by the 
accidental obfervation of fome artift, inventions have 
been made which ferved to abridge the proceffes of 
manufacture, and to enable a few hands to perform 
what before required a multitude* But, never was 
prejudice more unjiift ; never was paffion more un- 
reafonably excited. The chief advantage of thefe 
improvements redounds to them. By means of 
thefe are our manufactures produced at a fmaller 
cofti They are offered to fale in the market at cheap- 
er prices. We underfell our rivals. The trade falls 
entirely into our hands. Much greater quantities 
of the fame goods muft be wrought up. The fame 
number of hands are therefore employed, although 
by the improvements, th^y are enabled to perform a 
much greater quantity of labour than formerly* 
And, within a ftiort time, the increafed demand for 
goods which can be aflForded fo cheap, requires the 
employment of a greater number of hands, than 
even when no abridgement of the proceffes of their 
art had rendered their labour extraordinarily pro- 
Juftive. 
Vol* I. O Nay, 
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Nay, I will venture to go ferther, and to aflert^ 
that the improvement of the mechanic arts, and 
the abridgement of the proceffes of manufafture 
tend, more than any othei? events that can happen^ 
to improve the condition of the poor, and are more 
beneficial to the labourers than to the mafters who? 
employ them. When manufaftures thrive in any 
country, without producing a^y remarkable im- 
provement in the dexterity of the workmen, or any 
inventions to abbreviate the labour; the confequence 
is, that the numbers of the labouring poor are, in 
that country, augmented, but their fituation is not 
tendered much more comfortable. More are main- 
tained in the fame ftate of moderate accommodation 
and enjoyment in which the labouring poor were 
before placed ; but every individual, and every fa-^ 
ttiily are left in the fame narrow circumftances as* 
formerly. Nay, if they live, as it is likely that 
tfiey will, in large cities and villages, the habits of 
Hfe which they will form, in confequence of being, 
thus crowded together, will have a tendency to keep 
them poorer and lefs eafy in their circumftances^ 
than the feme clafs, in places '^here manufactures' 
are unknown. And, the quicknefs and regularity 
with which their wages muft neceflarily be paid to 
them, will alfo tend to make them more extrava* 
gant, and to keep them always needy. 

NoWy 
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Now, the benefit which they naturally derive 
from the abbreviation of labour by the fimplificati- 
jon of the proceffes of manufafture, and the ufe of 
machinery inftead of hands, — is this, — that the mar 
;nufa<auring merchants who employ them, can now 
afford to pay them higher wages, although the ne- 
ceffaries of life rife not in price, in proportion to 
the augmentation of their wages. When the cir^ 
cumftances of the trade admit of tlus augmentation 
of wages, it foon takes place, through the emulati- 
on of the mafters, the obftinacy of the workmen, 
and the urgency of the demand for labour. In this 
way does it fcem to me, that the workmen are truly 
the chief gainers by any invention which abridges 
the labour of any particular manufafture. I ana 
pleafed to fee that prejudice faft lofing ground, which 
lifed formerly to render every inventor in the mecha- 
nic arts obnoxious to the hatred and abufe of the 
artifans whofe labour he had abridged. 

It was this abbreviation of labour by machinery 
which firft contributed to the fuccefs of the cotton 
manufaftures of Great Britain. Wanting the ad- 
vantages of th,e manufacturers in the eaft, and of 
the importers of their goods, we formed other ad- 
vantages for ourfelves which foon enabled us to ri- 
val, and finally to excel them. The fortunate in- 
yfption by which mill-machinery has been applied 

9 i t9 
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the fpinniivg as well as to the carding of cotton-woo/, 
gave us at once, an equivalent to the unremitting 
induftry, the fimple manners, the fober temperance 
of the labourers in the eaft, to the monopoly of the 
Eaft India Company, and to the prepoffeffions of 
the purchafers in favour of their goods, When, 
through the ufe of machinery, labour came to coft 
fo little, the goods produced could be afforded at a 
very trifling price. Their cheapnefs increafed the 
demand for them. Finer fabrics were fooner tried, 
and greater dexterity attained. And, in this order, 
has been the progrefe. The princely fortune accu- 
mulated by the late Sir Richard Arkwright, the thri- 
ving condition of Manchefter, of all Lancafhire, and 
of other places in England where the cotton manu? 
fafture has been introduced, — prove well, how rapi4 
andfortunate this progrefs has been. 
t 

As it continued, and as our manufachires of cot- 
ton were annually extended and improved, the Eaft 
India Company found their fales of India cotton 
ftuffs every year lefs and lefs profitable. They ha4 
been accuftomed to take many of the advantages of 
fraud and oppreflion. Scott, the poetical Quaker 
of Amwell, has left among his works a fine Eclogue 
on the diftreffes which the native inhabitants of our 
territories in the Eaft, fuffered under the tyranny of 
their Britilh matters, in which he introduces it as a 

ftrikin^ 
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ftriking and undeniable faft, that the Gentoo weavers 
were aceuftomed'to cut off their thumbs, that they 
might be Incapacitated for labo'ir, and might efcape 
the employment of their Britifli mailers. Such tyran-? 
ny defeated its own purpofe, and co-operated with the 
improvement of our manufaftures at home, to render 
the Eaft India Company, lofers by their trade in cot- 
ton ftufis. Yet, one confideration has induced them 
' ftill to continue this importation ; uniting in them* 
felves the two charafters of merchants and territo-» 
rial fovereigns; they receive in goods, the taxes 
which they levy as fovereigns : Thus are they ena- 
bled to accept the cottons mantifaftured by their 
fubjefts at a cheaper rate, than they could afford to 
purchafe them at^, if they were limply merchants. 
What is thus loft can be made up by additional 
taxes. Even with this circumftance in their isu 
vour; they have found this branch of their trade ib 
little gainful, that, I believe, they have for thefe 
fome years, imported every fucceeding year, a imalL 
cr quantity of wrought cottons, than on the pre- 
ceding. — ^When their charter fhall expire, it will be- 
come our Government to ufe means that the ma- 
Iiufa6hires of the eaft may be brought, wdth no un- 
due advantages, to vie with our own in the market. 

Thus fuccefsful in the competition with the im- 
^pr^ers pf the cottont of the eaft : Our manufao 
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tturers gained new advantages by our Commercial 
Treaty with France. Some too hafty and too 'bol4 
Ipeculations upon that event ended, indeed, in dif- 
appointment and bankruptcy. It was natural, that 
fo much fliould happen, in the eagernefs of hope 
which was excited, and in the ignorance of the par- 
ties concerned, as to the praftical force of the new 
regulations of the trade. But, no fooner was th? 
novelty over, and the requifite knowledge of circum- 
ftances fully obtiained, than our cotton manufafturer^ 
began to find, that the commercial treaty had ppen? 
ed up to them a very advantageous channel for the 
difpofal of their goods. New capitals were thrown 
into this department of bufinefs. New cotton work$ 
were erefted through all quarters, o/ the country. 
New ingenuity was turned to the improvement of 
every branch of art connefted with this lucrative 
mariufafture. Every degree of finenefs of yarn, every 
difierent fabric of cloth, and every refinement in 
bleaching, and in printing were affiduoufly tried. 

I MUST not omit the notice of one circumftancc 
which contributed eminently to turn us, in fo con*» 
fiderable a degree, to the cotton manufafture. By 
|:he American war, and by its iffue, a large {hare of 
the capital of the merchants of Britain was thrown 
out of the channels of trade in which it had been 
formerly employed. At QlafgQw, this is well koown 
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to have been particularly felt. The perfons vrho' 
had found employment and fortune in the manage- 
ment of that capital, were now at a lofs what to do. 
They looked around them. They faw the cotton 
trade rapidly gaining ground. They joined its pro- 
moters, fliared the advantages, and urged it forward* 

While events and confiderations of this nature 
ivere producing their eflfeAs, the difturbances of 
France arofe, and extended their influence over the 
Continent. At Rouen the manufafture of cotton 
ftuffs had been tried, and nt)t without fuccefs. It 
might have advanced faft ; for the French were ne- 
ver inferior to us in mechanical ingenuity ; and the 
price of labour was lower in moft places of France, 
than in England. But, amidft civil confufion, trade 
Or manufafture can never flourifli. The only tra- 
ders who thrive, while war and commotion prevail 
in the country to which they belong, are thofe who 
import from abroad what commodities of foreign 
growth or manufafture, the neceflities of their coun- 
try demand. Even they are often ruined by the fame 
events which wafte tlieir country ; and foreigners 
fupply every thing, as long as unwrought material* 
or money remain to be given them for their imports. 
The fpirit of political change which, from France, 
IS fpreading rapidly through Europe, is indeed pecu- 
I^i-ly unfriendly to manufaduring induftry. While 

the 
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the labourers fwell with high notions, each of hij 
own importance, they cannot fubmit to labour with 
that patient, affiduoiis induftty which is neceffary to 
the fiiccefs of the works in which they arc engagedi 
Frequent meetings for the purpofe of political deli- 
beration confume no inconfiderable fhare of theiif 
time. The reading of political books, and convert 
fatioh about their political opinions take up moreV 
Habits of talkative idlenefs are thus formed. Tu^ 
multuous violations of public order follow. Fear^ 
fufpidon, and hatred fufpend all labour, and trade; 
The poor, being, iti confequenec of their idlenefs,- 
without the means of fubfiftence, begin to plunder 
the rich, to demand what,neceflaries tEey want, a€ 
their own price, and to feek pretences of crime a«« 
gainft all who have property to be eonfiicated. 

Humanity rnoves us to deplore, that this ha# 
been the late train of events in Franc6 ; and that si 
like feries was likely to follow, through the reft of thei 
continent of Europe. But, felf-intereft fuggefts dif^- 
ferent emotions. We have continued to labour 
qtiietly, while our continental neighbours have been 
bufy in vindicating and abufing their political rights- 
And now are they obliged to intreat us, as the in- 
habitants of Canaln were obliged to intreat the E- 
gyptians, — ^not merely for bread to eat,— but lot 
raiment alfo, with which they may be clothed. It 

19 
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is th&t has, of late advanced the xnahufadure of 
cotton fluffs, fb ailbnifliingly, no lefs in Scotland^ 
than in England. Scotland having be^n, till very 
lately, a much poorer arid left improved country 
than England ; the price oi labour was, in confe- 
quence, cheaper in the former than in the latter of 
thefe countries. This invited the Englifh manufac* 
turers to eftablifli their works among us, and fug- 
geftcd to many of burfelves, the idea of trying the 
ikme branch of bufinefs. Thd falls of water, like*- 
wife, which are requifite to the movement of the 
niill-tnachinery of Cottbn- works, are oftener to be 
met with in a country diftinguifhed by fo much ir* 
regularity of furface, Jls Scotland, than in the level 
counties of England. Thus has the cotton^ihanu- 
fa^re travelled northward, and become more con- 
fiderable than that of linen in Scotland, as it feems 
to make a greater figure than their fiaple woollen 
inanufafhire in England. 

This mariufa^re, concerning which I have in- 
dulged myfelf in fo long, and fo dull a digreilion, 
has obtained footing at Perth, and has contributed 
greatly to its advancement, within thefe few years. 
Several mills have been erefted in its vicinity for 
fpinning cottoii-yarn } the maiiufafturers of cloth 
have found it more profitable to manufafture cot- 
ton ftuffs, than linens: the bleachers who have 

Voi.. i. P long 
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long found it advMitageous to purchafe qiiaii-^ 
tides of green cloth which they fell bleached,— juft 
as millers find it for their intereft to purchafe cora 
which they may fell in meal. — Thofe bleachers find 
it equally for their benefit, to purchafe cotton-ftuffe 
ihftead of greefi linens ; and feveral of them have^ 
been induced to unite the manufafture of cotton- 
yarn, with the management of their bleachfields. 
Raw cotton is imported into Perth, and lately into' 
Dundee,— <:ither direftly from the Weft Indies, or 
from thofe ports in England and elfewhere to which- 
it has been directly imported. The merchants of 
Glafgow, too, if I am riot miftaken, furnifh the 
cotton-fpinners of Perth with fbme of their raw cot- 
ton. There is, however, more cotton-cloth woven^^ 
than yarn'fpun in Perth: and the cotton-fpinners^ 
of Glafgow find here a market for fome of their 
, yarn. But the manufafturers of Perth are eagerly 
forming eftablifhments for providing yarn for them«- 
ielves : and may foon perhaps export^ inftead of im- 
porting this article.-— Another branch of the cotton- 
naanufafturewhich is profeCuted here with increa* 
fing fpirit, is the printing ©f cotton cloths. Ths- 
being c6nne6led with bleaching is carried oii almofl 
at every bleachfield. The apparatus for the print- 
ing of cloths, is, like that of almoft every other 
itianufafture not a little expenfive^ The colours^ 
the wooden blocks, the copper-plates, the tables, the 

greflb. 
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*preffes, the drying-houfes require a confiderable csh 
pital. But, I the profits are alfo confiderable. I wa3 
;pleafed to fee, at different printfields in this neigh- 
,bourhood, a variety of the moft beautiful patterns 
-for handkerchiefs, gowns, and room-furniture. It is 
probable, that as this branch is profecuted in greater 
'CXtent, — ^and new printfields arc forming, and the 
•old extending, — the printing of cloth will be per- 
formed in greater perfeftion, and a more numeroi* 
^iverfity of patterns ufed, and thofe more beautiful. 
A printfield on a very extenfivefoundation, has lately 
^en eftabliflied by Meffrs. Young, Rofs, Richardfon 
and Caw, which promifes foon to be among the firft 
in Scotland. Had I not found the different proceffes 
.of bleaching and printing (which were kindly ex- 
plained to me by feveral gentlemen, the proprietors or 
^managers of the works in which they are carried on,) 
,too complex for my comprehenfion, or at leaft for my 
:<iiftin£t recoUeftion^ I fhould have wiiDhed to detail 
them tere. But, this I find it more prudent to de- 
,clinc. Enquiring from the bleachers, whether they 
liad yet tried the ufe of the pxig^nated, muriatic acid, 
the application of w:hich to the purpofes of bleach* 
4ng, has done fp high honour to M. Berthellot ; I 
svas informed by fome, that they had tried it with 
Sufficient fuccefs in the fmall way, but feared that it 
iinight not anfwer equally in the great ; and by o- 
ihers, that they had obtained fome Ihiall quantities 
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of the acid, but without direftions concerning th<j 
inoft proper mode of applying it. — ^I was texhpted 
to think that they did not re^rd with fondnefs si 
fcheme of bleaching which threatened to render all 
their prefent apparatus unnecefTary. t am not in- 
formed in what extent it may have been tried elfq- 
where. But, I hope ^airmly and ^arneftly that it 
will fucceed. If it does, it wiU produce g wonder- 
ful abbi:eviation of the prqceis of bleaching, and will 
thus tend to give us a new advantage in the market, 
to improve the profits of the bleachers, to raife thij 
wages of all the differept clafle;s of labourers employ- 
ed in preparing doth for the market, and to coun** 
terad the increafing tendency of our growing luxr 
ury and opulence, to ruin our manufaftures. 

I HAVE already mentioned the exportation o£ 
does from Perth, To this let me add, that Perth 
has long been* famous for its gloves. The vicinity 
of thofe parts of the Highlands, in which deer 
ve plentiful, might probably be the circumftancc 
which firft contributed to the eftabliihment of thii 
manufadure, as dreiSed deer-lkins are the beft ma- 
terial to be made ufe of in it. The opulence and 
confeqeuence of the corporation of glovers is a proof 
that this manufadure is not an eftabliihment of yef? 
tcrday. 
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Hire are alfo two or three paper-mills. This 
jnariufaclure has not been very long eftabliflied at 
Perth. However, as the manufadure of paper is fuf- 
ficiently lucrative : and Britain,— efpecially North- 
Britain, does not, I believe, manufafture nearly the 
whole quantities of paper which it confumesj I 
would willingly hope, that it may be foon greatly 
extended, as well here as in other parts through 
tthefe kingdoms. I have great confidence in the ac- 
tivity of Meffrs. lindfay and Morifon, the prqprie- 
tors of two paper-mills, near Perth. Thay are o- 
fcliged at prefent to import rags from the continent- 
But, as there are wonderful quantities of cloth of 
all forts worn to rags here, as well as on the conti- 
nent ; I am inclined to fuppofe, th^t the importa- 
tion of foreign rags may foon become unnecef&ry. 
The fame preparation of p^gen^ted, muriatic acid, 
which has been ufefiilly applied to the bleaching of 
doth, is alfo applicable tp the clearing of the dirty 
and difcoloured rags. My refpefts^ble friend, Mr 
Creech did me the favour of fliewing me, within 
thefe few days, paper, at ii^ {hillings a ream, which 
being prepared from r<igs in the cleanfing and 
whitening of which the oxigena^ed, muriatic ad^l 
had been ufed,— appeared to be fcarcely, if at all in- 
ferior to paper, in the preparation of which this 
add not being employed, it mufl be fold at fixtee9 
fillings a ream. Mr ClemcAt Taylor of London, 

has 
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Jias obtained a patent for the exclufive benefit of thw 
improvement in the manufafture of paper during 
the ufual time. But, the invcnti<Hi is not originally 
ids. Whatever praife or thanks the Public may think 
it entitled to, is certainly due, in the firft place, to 
M. Bertheltot, and after him, to the ingenious Mr 
Kerr of Edinburgh, who has taken much pains to 
communicate thefe dUcoveries of Berthellot's to the 
manufadurers of Great Britain. Let me add, be- 
fore taking farewell of thefe fubje<9s, that I have 
lately had the pleafure of converfing upon them with 
the Reverend Mr Wilfon of Mid Calder j a gende- 
inan, who, being eminently &illed in chemiftry, 
iand having, for aconfiderable timercfided in one of 
the manufafturing countries in England, has taken 
piuch pains in the application of his favourite fcience 
to the improvement of the medianic arts'. I know 
not if he has not been more fucceisful than M. Ber- 
thellot in the application of the oxigenated, muria- 
tic acid, to the puTpofes of bleaching. His ideaj 
have been adopted by fome very conliderable manu- 
facturers in England : and I beKeve, he would wil- 
lingly give his infbru<9ions to any bleachers in Scot- 
land who might apply to him, in a proper manner. 

To thefe fefts and obfervations concerning the 
manufa8:ures of Perth, thus loofely and curforily 
Atrown out J it may be proper to add, that it if 

£urni£M 
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furniihed with Banks, the natural attendants of in. 
€rea£ng trade. Heife is a Perth Banking Company^ the* 
jMToprietors of the Stock of which are gentlemen of 
Perth and its environs. A branch of \ht Bank of 
Scotland is liijfwife eftabliflied here. — ^I fliall take a 
future opportunity of introducing what refleflions 
have occurred to me on the nature of paper-money, 
and on the influence' 6f Banks on the induftry, the 
trade, and the manners of a^ country. 

In order that my good reader may form a proper' 
judgement of the Trade of Perth, I have annexed* 
to this volume, a Table of the chief Articles of Ex- 
port and Import of this commercial city. 

Of the Religion of Perth I was led to form very 
fiivourable ideas. Perth has indeed been long fa« 
fiious for religious ftri&nefs and rdigiou^ zeal. F 
knre had occaiion to obferve, that it was anciently^ 
die feat of a confiderable number of Regular Clergy 
ef the Church of Rome. Thofe clergy had greaf 
power and cxtenfive property in Perth and in the 
circumjacent country. Whoever poffeffes powei' 
and prc^erty naturally becomes more or lefs obnox- 
. iou» to thofe who want them. When the Refor- 
mation begaii, none were more zealous than the 
^zem rf Berth. This was the fcene of feverahof 
tibe cveniv whkh contributed. chiefly to its complete 

accom-* 
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acct)!npli(hitient. Succeeding generations of tKe in- 
habitants of Perth continued to cherifli carefully the 
ieal of their anceftots. In the days of Charles IL 
when, in confequence of the Prcibyterians being 
underftood to be of a turbulent^ relyllious fpirit,* 
they were fubjefted to hardfhips whith they confi- 
dered as a perfecution fon confcience fakt ; at that 
time, I believe, the citizens of this places dMc6vered 
as much Prefbyterian energy as their neighboiirs. 
After the Revolution their ftriftneis did not relax, 
nor their zeal fubfide. Here originated the' fafnoXis 
fchifm which firft divided the Secdders, Burghers 
and Antiburghers from the eftablilhed Church of 
Scotland. If the feft of the Glaffites — 6r Sande- 
manians as they have been denominated in Eng- 
land^ did not arife here; yet they have hfere, 
one of their mdft confiderahle congregations. A 
ferious controVerfy baviftg afiftn among the Anti- 
burgiipers concerning the propriety of bleffing the 
bread, in the facfament of the Lord's Suppier, before 
fer after it has been broken^ by the hands of the of- 
ficiating minifter ; this has ended in prfedudiig a" 
fchifm among that fed : and the fchiftnatics have 
here eftabliftied a congregation. I could not but 
laugh when informed of the name of this congrcga-^ 
lion, and of its origin. It feems, that before fhey 
had aditually feparated themfelv^s. from Jth^iir brfr* 
ihren, and while they were concerting their in«i^ 
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^urcs, fome of the leading members of the new 
congregation found it neceflary td hold frequent 
Ineetings in a favourite ale-hcfufe. Like the Ger- 
tnans of old, and like many of the godd jJeople of 
Great Britain, at prefent, they found it neceflary 
to animate their counfels by qu^ng a chearful cup* 
The ale proved fo good an infpirer, and was fd agree- 
able to the tafte of every one among thofegood Chri- 
ftians, that the firft comers commonly finiflxed what 
was fet before them ; leaving no fliare to thofe who 
were more dilatory in their attendance : — and each 
emptied the cup to the bottom as it went round. 
Hence did fome fcoffers take occafion to denominate 
thofe zealous and jdvial Chriftians, — Cup, or rather 
Cap-Outs } And the name feems likely to ftick to 
themi 

When I firft heard this mentioned as the name of 
a religious feft, I was puzzled how to account for 
its origin and coqipofition. The monofyllables o£ 
which it is compounded, were run together, in the 
pronunciation, with a degree of nimblenefs which 
rendered it impoflible for me to recognize them, I 
^as afliamed to enquire about what feemed fo fim- 
pie and familiar to thofe who ufed it. At laft, after 
having, for a while, vainly racked my brain in at-, 
tempting to trace it to fome Latin, or Greek, or 
Hebrew root, I ventured, with fome diffidence to afk 

Vol. I. • ^ i^* 
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its import, and how it had come into tife. My cnqui^ 
ries were fatisfied with the above hiftory of its origin^. 

I BELIEVE, that the whole phoenomena of focial 
£fe afford no more entertaining fuiad for fpeculati- 
©n, than the origin of proper names, in general; 
The circumftance& which have given rife to- them 
are as various, as the qualities of obje^, the acci- 
dents to which they are liable, and the afpefts and 
relations in which they may be viewed. Men and 
families, for inftance, have derived their names from 
a: brave, or from a bafe aftion, from a piece of good 
or of ill fortune, fo'Om beauty or deformity of per- 
fon, the fon from h& father and the father from hi* 
ion, from a place of rcfidence, or from a place loft 
. or forfaken — Nay, the diverfities are innumerable,. 
The names of nations^ have beeHi for the moft 
part, impofed iii a- like capricious and accident^ 
manner. Thofe-of places are inconceivably divei^ 
fified. But, above all others, thofe of feels and 
parties have arifen in the manner the moft unac- 
,€0untable, and from circumftances the moft triviak 
Whig, and Tory; Hats and Caps, Fronde, Jaco- 
bins, and Feuillants are fo many inftances of this. A 
.pepfon who were one-third Antiqiiarian^ one-third 
Philofopheri and one-third Witj might compofe a moft: 
.erudite, philofophical, humorous, and witty worlp 
lupon this fubjed. It would be found a mine va^ 
conceivably rich in precious anecdote* 

IlLNOW 
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J Ki^ow not whether Perth may not have beett 
the fcene of other religious fchifms, bcfide thofc 
which I have enumerated. Here are three congre- 
gations of prelbyterians of the eftablilhed church .j 
iefide one before, virhom the fer-vice is performed in 
Gaelic : a congregation -of Burgher, and another 
of Antiburgher Seceders, each fo numerous and o- 
pulent as to msM^ntain two minifters to the charge : 
an Epifcopal congregation of the Scotch, and ano- 
ther of the Engliih communion : a congi^egation of 
Glaffites or Sanden^anians. There may be perfons 
of no religion whatever: But, i know not that there 
are any other congregations of Chriftians in Perth. 
The mifSonaries of Unitarianifm have not yet had 
any great fuccefs in propagating tteir <io6i:rines here. 

All thcfe fefts are ftrift and ^^rtuous in their 
morals. And I am inclined to believe, that in the 
emulation which naturally and unavoidably fubfifts 
among them, they muft mutually aft the part of vi- 
gilant fpies and cenfors over one another. Although 
none of ihem be without a good fhare of liberality 
of fentiment ; yet methought I cowld obferve fome- 
what of the Odium Tbeologicum to prevail among 
them. Seceders delight to aflbciate with Sccedcrs ; 
Glaffites with Glaffites. And, I have really fome 
iufpicions, that every one holds the moral qualities 
of a brx^ther of the fame fed in a higher ellimation^ 

C^2 th2«i 
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than the fame moral qualities, in the fame degree, 
in a perfon of a different feet. It is diverting to oh- 
ferve, too, that each feft ufually holds every- odier 
fed in greater contempt and deteftation than the 
cftabliflied church: and, it always happens, that, 
the flighter the diflPerence, fo much the ftronger the 
mutual odium. It is with no fniall pain, and 
with fincere pity, that I have found fo very re- 
fpeftabie a fed as then Atiburghers entertaining the 
illiberal, uncharitable opinion, that, involuntary re- 
rour of belief, with whatever piety of fentiment^ 
and virtue of conduf^ it may be accompanied, is in- 
evitably damnable. Let it pot be fuppofed that I 
mention this with any intention of throwing difcrc: 
dit upon the fed. They deferve high praife for ha: 
ving fo fignally contributed to the inftruftion and 
the religious and moral improvernent of the Iqwer 
prders, through all Scotland- Many of their clergy 
are men eminently learned, and eminently pious. 
I have the happinefs of calling one among them, my 
old and intimate friend ; Mr Black, junior minifter 
of the Antiburgher congregation in Perth ; a man 
of whofe worth I will not prefume to fpeak parti- 
cularly ; for I feel myfclf upable to do juftice in 
words, to the fond refpeft with which I regard it. 
For all thefe. reafons, I hope, that the above remark 
will be confidered not as the fiieer of an enemy, 
^ut Jfs the unwilling cenfure of a friepd. 

I ^us']p 
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I MUST farther obferve, that I have heard from 
ibme worthy men of the fame feft, opinions un- 
friendly to Religious Eftabliihments, which I can- 
not think well-founded, and which I wiih were not 
theirs. There now occur to me three arguments in 
favour of Religioijs Eftablifliments which I think 
irrefragable, I fhall mention them ; although I can- 
not with propriety detail them here at full length. 

1. Rdigion pervading thoroughly, as it does, the 
whole of our fentiments and conduft, has neceffa- 
rily a moft powerful influence on our civil charader 
and condition, and hetice demands the attention of 
that Sovereign authority which is conftituted to 
watch over the welfare of the whole ftate, and no lefi 
over that of every private individual within the ftate. 

2. We<fee men indifferent enough about religion, 
as it is, and fufficiently carelefs of religious infiruc- 
tion ; and is there not reafop to fear, that, if the 
ftate had not taken upon itfelf, to provide inftruc- 
tors, men, not haying always the fame incentives 
to be religious, as to go to law, or to call in a phy- 
fician, might, in general, abfolutely negleft this 
concern, and fpare themfdves the expence of rdi- 
gious inftrudion ? 3. It is impoflible to bring for- 
ward too great a quantity of piety and virtue into 
fodety t oi?e means for cultivating thefe fuccefsfuHy, 
is to conned the cultivation of them with the dired 
temporal inteiri^s of fome dal^, of men i ^nd this canr 

not. 
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not be wifdy or eafily managed otherwife than upoft 
ibme general plan. It is not my intention to write 
a book of coBtroverfy ; otherwife 1 might add num- 
berlefs, weighty arguments to thcfe which I hare 
fiated. 

The Gla£ite worfliip has the air of being conduc- 
ed in a family-way. The loyalty and enlightened in- 
duftry of this fed incline one to prepeflfeffion in their 
iavour. Their religious fervice is very decent and 
Agreeable, lefs uniform and monotonous than that 
of the Eftabliihed Church of Scotland, yet not ib. 
fubdivided into minute parts, as that of the Church 
of England. Their facred mufic is good ; I wifli, I 
could extend the fame praife to the hymns and 
pfalms to which they ling it. Thefe are indeed ra- 
tional and pious ; but, they are not dalhed with any 
thing of the fpirit of poetry. Their literal fdi^me 
of interpreting the Scriptures is certainly not the 
way to get at their true meaning ; but, it is pleafing 
to mark the devotion with which they read them« 
I am afraid, too, that their extemporary harangues 
do not always contribute in the higheft degree poiIi« 
ble, to the edification of the hearers. 

If I fliould ever in my life happen to hear the fer- 
vice of the Church of England read in one of the 
principal churches in London; I fhali not be ill- 

pleafed^ 
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pleafed, if it be with the fame happy propriety^ of 
cmphalLs with which I heard it read in the Engliib 
Epifcopal, Meeting.houfe, Perth. 

The Scotch Epifcopal Mceting-houfe I did not vi- 
fit. The Congregation, I am told, confifts chiefly 
of worthy, old ladies. The minifter is a very amia^ 
ble, young man, of foft, gentle manners. 

Op Prefbyterians of the Eftabliflied Church, I 
have already ebferved, that there are three coi^gre* 
gations which aflemble in a venerable, old cathc* 
dral, divided into as many places of worihip. Herc^ 
is no coUe^ate charge. But, the three minifierf 
pafs in continual rotation, through the feveral chur* 
ches : fo that all the three congregations are alike 
well ferved ; and every minifter may have the adr 
vantage of ufing the fame fet of difcourfes, for tfar^ 
fuccefltve fabbaths. I had the pleafure of hearing 
from one of them, one of the befi l^Aures I have 
ever Uftened to ; although upon a fubjeft fo unpro^ 
mi£ng as the fin againft the Holy Ghoft. 

If the partiality of friendfliip mifleads not ray 
judgment ; I was inftrufted by an excellent difcourfe 
ia the Meeting-houfe of the Antiburghers. 

I WBHf 
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I WENT alfo to hear the pulpit doquence o^ tK<! 
Burghers ; but have a^slUy forgotten, whether I 
iR^as pleafed or not: 

The character 6f the Theology of this city is, u- 
pon the whole, that of pure and high Calvinifm; 
The minifters afc ferious, diligent, atid exemplary. 
The people ate in general, far from being licentious irt 
their fentiments, or diforderly in their praftice. As 
an inftance Of the highly praife- worthy aiSduity of 
the Clergyj I am induced to mention, that the firffi 
xninifter of the Eftablifhed Church, although advan- 
ted in years, and tender in health, and for thrfc 
teafons,- accommodated with a helper, by the atten- 
tion of his people ; and although eminent as a fcho- 
lar, a:h khti^uariah^.-'-a^d a man df tafie-^^an emi- 
nence from which it is fbmetimes painfal to defcend 
to the levd of the wieak, the vulgar, and the igno- 
l-ant ; — is, yet accuftomed to appropriate fome hours 
Oft every Sunday evening, and occafionally on othct 
evenings through the courfe of the week, to the 
private, religious inftrudion of fuch young perfons^ 
tradefmen and others, as can be perfuaded to wait 
UpOn himJ - . 

I MUST confofe, that I feel myfelf much lefs inimi- 
cably difpofed to the exiftence of fedls, than many 
of them feem to be towards the permanent eftablilh- 
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njfcnt of a national church. Their difFercRces in opU 
mon and manners, and cQntradi<9:ory interefts may, 
indeed, keep up what has beeui called the Odium Theo^ 
logicam. But, this is limply a proof, that religion is in 
their eftimation a matter of fome importance : For \x 
is, unfortunately perhaps, a principle of our nature, 
that every thing, however pure and beneficial in its 
native s^ped and influence, which has any power at all 
to intereft the human heart,- that it unavoidably opeT 
rates, more or lefs upon its felfilh and inordinate paf. 
^ns, at the fiime time while it affeds it^ more virtu- 
ous and^ne^f^us principles. Although J am forry to 
hy fo ; yet true it is, that thecharafter which has in it 
nothing of religious pride, or religious prejudice, wiH^ 
feldom haveany thiiiig of unfeigned piety, or of regard> 
(0 the moral duties^ founded upon pious principles . 

This, however, is not the chief obfervation which 
I here intended to introduce. I was about to fay, 
that I know not, if it has yet been remarked, in 
what particular manner the rife of Seds,. divided 
from a national churdi, comes to be peculiarly be- 
neficial to the religion and the morals of that coun- 
try in which they arife. In the progrefs of civiliza^. 
lion and refinement, our Parochial Clergy 2TC among. 
thcrfe who fliare it moft confiderably, as to the re- 
finement of ideas. In this fpecies of refinement, how-, 
ever, the labouring clajfes never Ihare more than a very 

yo|,.t » littfe, 
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little, if at- all. Hence the clergy are raifcd much 
more above the level of thofc who chiefly need their 
inftrudion, in enlightened and poliflied, than in 
rude and dark ages. In the latter, they are not 
lefs fuperftitious, enthufiaftic, and full of prejudice, 
than the people; they diflFer only in being more 
cunning- Enthufiafm, fuperftition, and religious 
prejudice, the people muft ever have In a certain 
degree ; otherwife they can have no piety. Thefe 
form a medium through which pure religion muft 
neceflarily imprefs their minds, if it imprefs theni 
at all. The derjgy having, however, in times of 
light and liberality^ rid themfelves of all fentiments 
of this caft, no longer cheri(h the fame in the minds 
of thofe whom they arc appointed to inftruft ; but 
even fcorn to addreft themfdves to them.-— The 
people are thus left fairly behind. It is only religi* 
ous inftruftion, or religious exhortation of a certain 
complexion, that they can receive with advantage : 
and this, in the progrefe of knowledge and of man^ 
ners, their inftruftors have become too wife to give 
them. Hence, in the firft place, the diftinftion be-» 
tween popular 2LndfenJtbIe preaqhers in our £fiablilh« 
cd Church : and, in the fecond, the origin of SeAs, 
whofe minifters adopting, or pretending to adopt, 
all the religious prejudices which »ftick to thofe who 
partake little in the progreffive illumination of fo* 
dcty, arc thus reduced to their levd, enabled to 
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tOittitiand their admiration, and to inform theii^ 
xninds with religious infiruftion accommodated to 
their chanfter and capacity. The peculiar princi* 
pies maintained by fuch fe6b may indeed be laugh-* 
ably abfurd : But, if they be not direftly injurious 
and inimi<ial^ to purity of heart and reftitude o£ 
condud ; let them be fo : Still is the exiftence of the 
feft, upon the whole, beneficial : So many more are 
inftruded in religion, by whom it would othel-wife 
have been neglefted. The Sectarian Clergy aire thus 
-a cliifs who rife up for the religious inftruftion of 
the ignorant^ the weak, and the fanciful, after thefe 
have been left behind, in the prOgrefs of knowledge 
ind manners, by the Regular Clergy of the Nation- 
al Church. Their abfurdities of enthufiafm and fu- 
perftition are the incantations, the talifmans by 
which they colleft their followers, and retain them 
about them* Their rivalry of one another and of 
the Eftabliflied Church ferves to keep up their vigi- 
lance and aftivity. They are cenfors and checks on 
the regular clergy, and on one another. While they 
conned no feditious, political principles, with their 
peculiar tenets and praftices in religion, they well 
deferve encouragement and proteftion. — If they 
fhall ever, any of them, be fooliflx enough to adopt 
a contrary fyftem of condud ; they muft then be 
checked and reftrained. — ^Let me add one other re- 
mark, before I take leave of this fubjecl : It is not 
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for the intereft of Se<9aries, to enlarge whatever majr 
be narrow in their peculiar fentiments': This they 
will be liable infenfibly to do: But, as^they do fo; 
tiiey imperceptibly defert thdr proper ground: Thcit 
error is inftantly perceived : New Seels arife^ to oc- 
cupy their field : They are driven off, and foon melt 
away. For this peafoh I think it not bad policy in. 
the Antiburghers to maintain that felfifh, damning^ 
principle, which I lately cenfured on thd fcbife of iti*' 
iiliberality. 

The extent of this town, and the number of itr 
inhabitants naturally require confiderabk eftabliih- 
ments for Education. I know not how many fchools^. 
public and private, there are n Perth, for the in-<^ 
ftruftion of children in reading, writing, and arith- 
metic ;* but thefe are, I bdleve, fuflSiciently nume-^ 
rous. Here aie likewife feveral boarding-fchools for 
young ladies. The Grammar^ or Laiin Sdiool of 
Perth has long been eminent among the other fimi* 
hr fchools in Scotland; for its matters, and for the 
fcholars formed in it. Martin^ under whom the 
venerable Lord Mansfield received the firft part of 
his education, was famous as the Bujby of Scotland :' 
rigid in difciplino, indefatigable in application ; him- 
fblf a claffical fcholar almoft unequalled ; and invari- 
ably fuccefsful in communicating his dafiical know* 
fcdge to ever)^ youth to whom nature had- not de- 
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tied capacity to receive it. Comfute^ one of his fuc-* 
ceflbrs, was equally afliduou^ and fkiHiil as a teach; , 
cr, and of milder nianners. Mr Wat/on the pre- 
fent Rcftor-Emeritus, is a very agreeable old man i 
and the inagiftrates have been fo fatisfied with his 
fervices, that they have permitted him to retire with a 
Uberal falary. I learned nothing from which I could 
infer, that this feminary of claffical education is not 
ably and fuccefsfully managed by Mr; Dick, the pre- 
fcnt worthy rcdof , Mr Watfon'a fucceffor. 

Since I am upbn this fubje<9t, which ha:s always 
<)een, with me a favourite theme, I cannot help ad- 
ding afeW curfory obfervations on the ftate of clafi- 
fical literatujTe^ and claffical education through Scot- 
land in general. In moft country-fchools, Latin and 
Greek are taught, in common with the other more 
ordinary parts of literary inftrudion. But, the 
emoluments of fuch fchods are, for the moft part, 
too fcanty, to invite men of accurate learning, to 
take the charge of them. The matter is, befides, 
confounded amidft the multiplicity of things which 
he is ufually required to teach* They are more than 
any one man can be rekfonably expefted to know 
Very accurately : and although he fliould happen to 
be mafter of them all ; yet it cannot be poffible for 
him to pay due attention to the learners in each of 
them. This circumftance is not greatly injurious^ 
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to thofe who, being to be employed in the V^ndtii 
labours of hufbandry, or in the mechanic arts, wan€ 
no more perfeft education than that which is ad&» 
quate to acquaint them with the ordinary duties of 
life, and to fit them for the fimple bufineis of their 
iituation. To thofe, however, who may be intend* 
ed for learned profeffions, this oeconomy of country 
fchools muft be extremely unfavourable* They are 
taught the learned languages, often by mailers who 
themfelves know little of them, in circumftances in 
which it is impoffible to teach or learn any thing 
very accurately, and within a period of time, by 
much too limited, for the purpofe* The firft ele* 
ments are never thoroughly learned nor underftoodj 
the rules are never compared with fufficient pains^ 
with the particular examples from which they are 
deduced, nor with thefe in a fufficient number ; ex- 
crcifes are never foon enough, or frequently enough 
required, nor long enough perfifted in: the exercifes 
are hardly ever of a nature fitted to call forth the 
powers of the underftanding, or to form them to de:^* 
terity in the dilcharge of their refpedive flinftions : 
notwithftanding all thefe difadvahtages, fomething 
might yet be done and gained, were it not that the , 
pupil hardly ever performs of himfelf thofe talks 
which he feems to perform, but either paffes on, 
without being urged to any thing more, than bare^ 
ly to attempt them, or has them performed for him, 
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by the indulgence of his mafter, or the Idndncfe of 
fonoe fchool-fellow, without himfelf attempting 
them at all. In this way, do boys commonly pa& 
their career of Latinity in country-fchools,; and 
fince it is fo, no one can be furprifed that they 
fliould carry away no heavy burthens of this com* 
modity to the Univerfity. 

In a courfe of private, domeftic education, nume- 
rous circumftances concur to make the matter ftill 
wcM:fe. The inftances are truly few, in which aH 
education conducted folely in this mode has not left 
the pupil weak, froward, and ignorant. ^ 

But, at thofe feminaries for daffical educatioa 
which are, in Scotland, called Grammar-Schools, 
much more might furdy be done ; and to lay the 
truth, much more commonly is done. It is, how- 
cver^ only comparatively, not abfolutely much, fhe 
period during which' boys are fubje^d to the dif«* 
cipline of the Grammar-School, being never more 
than five or fix years, is greatly too (hort. The ex« 
ercties are as injudidoufly and difadvantageoiifly re* 
gulated as at country-fchools. Th« principles of the 
languages are fometimes as inaccuratdy taught* 
Thofe Latin Exercifibs in verfe are never required, 
without which it is impolfible for any fcholar to a&s 
^uire a fuitably familiar kaowledge of Latin quaii^ 
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dty, vcrfification, and phrafeology, or to form that 
4elicacy of tafte which might enable him to reliih 
the nicer beauties of Roman Poefy. — The only adr 
vantages of Grajnmar-Schools are, that, here, the 
mafter's attention is n^ore undivided ; If himfelf a 
<dafiical fchola^, and an enthufiaft for daflical litera« 
Jure, he may teach its principles with greater accu- 
racy ; if fenfible how much the hardy exercifc of 
the faculties tends to fliarpen and to firengthen them, 
^ lie may, by cherifliing emulation, and by maintain- 
ing ftrifl difciplinc, excite his pypils to a wonderful- 
degree, of independent exertion in the performance, 
of their talks r Tprfieneyer the period of tiineallotte4 
him, and the eftablifhed pradice of fuch fchools^ 
dldw, this he may do carefully atid p^qperly« 

But, fi) eager are parents to wg^ their children' 
into the broad current of life and bufiueis ; and fo 
icafy, or fo unimportant do they fancy the acquifi« 
tion of claflical literature t» be j that they would al- 
pnofi univecfally regard it as an abfurd wafie of time» 
to leave their fons fo Ipng at fchool, as thaM: they 
might learn to read and write Latin with tolerable 
facility. Many, too, are the jokes, ;3ind &tcafins, 
and impertinent arguments which hayq,. from time 
|6 time, been thrown out againft thfc praiftice pre-' 
waient at the Eree Schools in Eh^and of requiring 
focerdfes in verfe. And if one ihould prefumc to 
V: -^ tdl 
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tWl the inafters of our principal fchools, that they 
ioight eafily prefcribe a feties of more improving ex- 
crcifes to their pupils ; they would hear the propo- 
fition with the moft fovetdgn, indignant contempt* 

Su^cH being the ftate of bur fchools, out youth 
are, for the greater part, difmiffed from them with 
wonderfully weak,, and wonderfully empty heads* 
They go to the univeriity or to bufinefs, with theit 
memory, judgment, andattentionvery little morefor^ 
ined fo* their feveral talks, than when they became 
firft capable of thought. Of Latin and Greek they 
have juft enough to entitle them to trifle away a 
fmall portion more of their time in fruitlefs and 
carelels attendance on the univeriity profeflbrs of 
thefe languages. Of the principles of morality and 
religion they have nothing at all ; for religion is no 
longer taught, nor ate prayers faid at Grammar^j 
Schools. And of common fenfe, or ordinary know^^ 
ledge of life and manners, they have only as much 
as qualifies them for mifchievous pranks, and for 
diffipation« 

Let it not be fuppofed, however, th^t I wifli thesfe 
obfervations to he received without many exceptions^ 
many in favour of the abilities and docility of youth; 
and mamyj too, in refped to the wi&r and happier 
acononny of .particular ichjools^-— and to the fuperli- 
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6r literature, affiduity, and judgment of different; 
mailers, — as well as the better fenfe of certain parentSgr 

But, through tbe general operation of the cir- 
cumftances above-ftated, and of others connefted 
iv^ith the' peculiar char^fter of our trade and man- 
ners; claffical knowledge is undeniably upon the 
decline among us : and to fay the truth, I am afraid^ 
that we are, upon the whole, rather lofing than 
gaining as to the quality and the quantity of mind 
hi the nation, at leaft in proportion tO' the number 
of thinking beings. 

But, I dXn weary of this carping at the times^ 
and at prefent eftablifliments ; efpecially as it is likely 
that I may have but too frequent occalion hereafter 
to refunie it. And I am far from meaning to infi- 
nuate, that there is not enough of literature in Perth 
to do high credit to its feminaries for education* 
Another and a more recent inftitution is Perth A- 
eademy^ at which young gentlemen are inftruded in 
thofe branches of education which are more peculi* 
arly neceffary to prepare the learner for ipercantilc 
fcufinefs. At this Academy, Arithmetic ^ Book* 
keeping ; practical and fpeculative branches of ma- 
thematics j Writing; Drawing; and the French 
knguage, form the coarfe of inftrudion which is 
taught. The courfei are divided into two annual 
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Sdfions, each of which commonly fits about tea 
months in the year. Arithmetic, Algebra, Book- 
keeping, with the inferior and practical brandies of 
Mathematics in its various modifications, form, I 
believe, one diftinft courfe. The higher parts of 
mathematics and a courfe of experimental philofophy 
are taught in another. The other branches are ac- 
quired occafionally together with thefq. Mr Joha 
Mair, well known by his* various publications, was 
the firft teacher in this Academy ; Dr Robert Ha- 
milton, now of Aberdeen, fucceeded him j whofis 
writings on thefe fubjefts prove how well he 
was qualified for the ta&. I was delighted to 
hear many of his old pupils fpeak of him with the 
warmeft fondnefs and refpecl. The prefent teachers 
are Mr Gibfon, who is re6lor, arid t^ach^ the lead- 
ing branches ; my worthy friend, Mr M^Omie >^ho 
teaches Drawing, &c. &c. but whofe chief depart- 
ment is to prepare young gentlemen for the regular 
courfes, with Mr Gibfon^ as well as inftruduig others, 
who may not have it in their power to attend in a re^ 
gular manner ; and Mr Macgregor, an agreeable old 
man, who having fpent a confiderable part of his 
earlier life in France, is peculiarly well qualified to 
teach the French language. 

The excellence and utility of this inftitution, no 
Icfs than the high merit of the teachers, are abup-i 
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rfantly proved by the beneficial effefts which it 
has produced. The citizens of Perth themfelve^ 
confefs, that, before the eftabliftiment of the Aca* 
demy, merchants books were, for the moft part, 
very awkwardly and confufedly kept among them* 
Of Italian Book-keeping, the terms and forms of 
which will long remain a monument of the mer- 
cantile induftry, ingenuity, and profperity of the 
Venetians and Genoefe, and of the eftablifliment 
of the Lombard banker? in England :— Of this Ikil- 
fill and commodious mode of recording the tranfac- 
tions of tradp, they knew almoft nothing, till they 
Were inftrufted in it by the matters of their Acade- 
my. They are now eminently expert in Book-keep- 
ing. It is well-known to every man in commercial 
bufinefs, that more merchants have failed through 
want of that conflant knowledge of the ft ate of their 
gains and loffes which accurate book-keeping gives, 
than through the influence of any other unfortunate , 
circumftance. To the inftitution of their mercantile 
academy, therefore, the inhabitants of Perth may 
reafonably attribute fome part, at leaft, of the pre- 
fent profperity of their trade and manufaftures. 

The country around have equally approved of 
the inftitution, and have been confiderably gainers 
by it. Numbers of young men are fent in, to re- 
ceive their education at the Academy. It is peculi- 
arly 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



PART OF SCOTLAND. h? 

9ilf advantageous to the iiihabitants of thofe parts 
of the Highlands which lie more contiguous to 
Perth, than to any other town accommodated with 
a fimilar eftablifhment. I believe, that the numbers 
of the Undents at this Academy continue to increafc 
annually ; as the profpcrity of the town and the ad- 
joining country advances, as the fpirit of trade be* 
comes more and more prevalent, as the advantages 
of this courfe of mercantile education are more ge- 
nerally and fully underflood, and as the well-found- 
ed reputation of the mafters continues to attra^ 
piore general notice. 

Perth is likewifc diftinguifhed by poffcfling aa 
Antiquarian Society. This was inftituted in the year 
1784. The flan ^as, I believe, framed and fug* 
gefted by the Reverend Mr Scott, fenior clergyman 
of the city. At a meeting of gentlemen, difpofe4 
to thefe purfuits, on the i6th of December, in the 
year above named, he communicated his plan for 
the inftitution and regulation of fuch a fociety. Hcf 
accompanied this communication with an excellent 
difcourfe on the ftate of the Scottilh hiftory ; on the 
original monuments remaining, by an examination 
and comparifon of which it may yet be corrected 
and elucidated ; and on the probability, that fkilful 
and diligent inveftigation may yet' recover many 
fafts in our early hiftory which are, at prefent, fup- 
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pofed to be irrecoverably loft in oblivion. Thofe 
gentlemen accordingly formed themfdves into a fi> 
ciety for the inveftigation of the Antiquities of their 
country. Their numbers have fince been occafion- 
ally augmented by the acceffion of ordinary, honor- 
ary, and correfpondent members. They hold their 
ordinary meetings on the laft Tuefday of every 
month. They have one annual meeting at which a 
particularly punftual attendance of all the members 
is expefted. They have fince, on the a 5th of Janu- 
ary 1787 extended their plan to the cultivation of 
philofophy, polite literature, and the fine arts ia 
general. And, it muft be confefled, that they have 
profecuted the objefts of their aflbciation with a de- 
gree of diligence and fuccefs which is highly honour- 
able to them, and proves them to have been in ear- 
neft when they formally commenced Antiquarians. 
It is hoped^ that they may be perfuaded to favour 
the public with occafional volumes of their Memoirs 
and Tranfaftions. Perth will then rank with Man- 
chefter in literature, as in manufadures. 

But, it is the misfortune of all human things 
never to merit unmixed praife. I faw fome reafon 
to ifufpeft, that this fociety owes its inftitution and 
its firft fuccefs rather to the perfonal efforts of a very 
few individuals, than to the general prevalence of a 
fpirit of refearch, in thcfe parts. Except the priof 
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cipal, annual meeting, which they call anniverfaryi 
Done of the reft is carefully attended. Many re- 
mains of antiquity are ftill fcattered through the cir-» 
eumjacent country, which might be collefted and 
arranged by a fociety in this fituation, with better 
adv mtage than in any other part of Scotland. But, 
this fociety muft ever depend chiefly for its fupport, 
on the merchants and manufafturers of the city : 
and the plan of mercantile education here received^ 
-—with all the advantages which I have allowed it, 
■^— is not yet fufficiently enlarged, to afford the young 
gentlemen intended for tr^de, all the literature which 
they might receive, without being rendered unfit 
for bufinefs ; nor is it probable that the merchants 
and manufadhirers of Perth will ever be diftinguifh- 
cd by any ftrong, general predileftion for literary a- 
mufements, till the plan of education at the Academy 
fhaH be enlarged by the addition of a fourth preceptor, 
who may give fome fliort, plain leftures on the gene- 
ral elements of tafte, hiftory, of moral, political, and 
commercial fcience^ That time will probably come j 
unlefs perhaps the malignant operation of fome cau- 
fes which I fliall immediately mention, may blaft 
the growing profperity of Perth and its neighbour- 
hood. Manchefter, although fimply a feat of ma- 
fiufeiiduring induftry, and of the trade produced by 
it, poffeffes a cellege, with nun^ierous teachers. The 
Kiftaufiidiurers of Manchefter poftefs, in general, a 
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greater fliare of tafte, of literature, and particularly 
of philofophical fcience, than the clergy, the phyfi-? 
dans, and the lawyers of* moft other places. Their 
knowledge is not found to unfit them for due at- 
tention to their bufinefs. How, indeed, Ibould it ? 
The round of falhionable diffipatlon demands both 
night and day : but, philofophy and literature are 
modeftly content to fill up only thofe occafionai 
hours or half-hours which without them might be 
pafed in joylefs, liftlefs inaftivity. I cannot fee why 
traders, \v]\o are, if not the firft, at leaft the fecond 
clafs in the community, fliould not receive every 
real advantage of education which can befit a Britilh 
gentleman* 

Under the head of th^ literature of Perth, I ana 
induced to mention, that feveral very decent edu 
tions of good books have, within thefe few laft 
^ears, been printed and publilhed here. Wherever 
therq is a general tafte for reading, books will natu* 
yally he produced for fale : and wherever books ar« 
pirinted, or imported and fold, in any confiderable 
numbers ; there, by confequence, will reading fooa 
become a favourite amufement. 

Perth h»s been much diftinguiflied Vithin thefe 
few years, by the political aftivity*^f many of its 
inhabitants. In thriving citks^ this natwaUy hap. 

pens* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



t>ART OF SCOTLAND. 14$ 

^cns. The property of merchants and manufac- 
turers being more fully at their command, at all 
times, than that of the proprietors of the land; 
while, through other circumftances, it confers lefs 
of pcrfonal confequence, in proportion to its value ; 
the necefiiry etFecl: of this, is, that thofe claffes of 
the community fliould be moved with a feeling of 
perfonal importance, and with an impatient fenfe of 
their accidental inferiority. In royal burghs, in 
which the municipal authority is veftcd in a fmall 
number of the citizens 5 and thofe are elefted into 
ofEce in a mode v/hich does not afford equally fair 
advantages in the competition for power, to all the 
citizens, in due proportion to their refpeftive for- 
tunes and pcrfonal refpeclability ; — this impatience 
of their political magnificence afiecfls with peculiar 
keennefs, that part of the inhabitants of every royal 
burgh, who fee themfelves excluded from fituations 
of dignity and power, to which they fee fonie of 
their neighbours, not better than themfelves, exalt- 
ed. By the fets of the burghs in Scotland, the elec- 
tions are fo regulated, as to render the magiftracy 
almoft always unanimous ; and to place the oppojition^ 
(for an oppofition there muft always be) not in the 
council, but among the extra-official burgeffes. In 
finall burghs, where the number of confiderablc 
men in the burgh is not more- than fufficient to fill 
up the magiftracy ; there is either no oppofition, or 
Vol- I. T the 
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*he opJ)olilion is within the council, in hrgd*' 
burghs, the able and optilent men are too many to* 
feave this poffible; And hence, in my eftimation^ 
the origin of all the late complaints concerning the 
unequal oeconomy of the municipal authority iti the 
i?oyal burghs of Scotland. 

The opulence and the population of Perth having 
Jncreafed, within thcfe laft thirty or forty years^^ 
with the rapidity above-mentioned r it now has 
itiany more' men of ability, refpeftable, at the fame 
time, for fortune and perfonal chara<9:er, than can 
be at once received into the council, or can evetf 
enjoy a probable chance of attaining the dignity and 
authority of magiftracy, in the courfe of their re- 
fpcdlve lives. Hence has a numerous and vigorous- 
oppofition been formed', without the council. The^ 
magiftracy have been vigilantly watched: their ad- 
miniftration has been occafionally cenfured, where- 
ever there was the leaft ground for cenfure : and 
when it was found to be conducted with fuch inte- 
grity and prudence that candour could feldom blame- 
it J the conftitution of the burgh and of royal burghs> 
in general was attacked. The citizens of Perth were 
among the firft who earneftly bufied themfelves a-- 
bout the Reform of the Royal Burghs. When tha 
oppofition in parliament laid hold of this, as a fit 
fixbjedt on which they might exert their eloquence 
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to embarrafs the national adminiftration ; the fociety 
for a burgh.r^r;w in Perth were not backward to 
tSLccept their patronage. 

As the l^irit of revolution and equalization arofe 
on the continent, overturned repeatedly the efta- 
blifhed government of France, and extended its in- 
fluence through Flanders, and even into Britain ;; 
the Reformers of Perth began to enlarge their fpherc 
of political vifion. They now thought that they 
faw, vnth others of their countrymen, defeds and 
blemiflies in the conftitution of the whole Britiih go- 
vernment, which needed reform, no left than thofe 
which had offended them in ihc/eU of their own» 
and the other royal burghs in Scotland, A Society 
pf Friends ^f the People was formed here, in the 
courfe of laft fummer. They have adopted prin- 
ciples which favour ftrongly of rcpyblicanifm. And 
it muft be confeffed, that they have fhewn little left 
ardour to obtain political reform, than that with 
which their anceftors, fome centuries fince, profe- 
Cfited religious reformation. 

To the circumftances already mentioned, as ha- 
ving contributed to excite this poUtical ferment in 
Perth, I will here add two ' or three others which 
feem to have co-operated to the fame end. Of all 
^hofe who earn their fubfiftence by their daily la- 
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bour,- the workmen in manufactories are the moft 
independent. Receiving their wages weekly, they 
thus feel themfelves, on every Saturday night, rich 
and free from the controul of their mafters. This 
naturally iilfpires them with a fpirit of freedom, and 
confcious dignity, extraordinary for perfons in their 
narrow circumftances. They are thus inclined to 
turbulence and licence. The regular, fcdentary la- 
bour of weavers in companies together, gives them 
opportunities of converfation, which the artifans of 
feveral other mechanic arts enjoy not. With op- 
portunities of frequent focial converfe, a turn for 
enquiry naturally connefts itfelf. I'he news of the 
day are the readied for an inquifitive temper. The 
news which refpeft the ftate of the nation are to 
moft minds more interefting than thofe which relate 
to events in private life. The eye is thus earneftly 
fixed on the courfe of public affairs : and in this man- 
ner, an inquifitive fpirit, arifing from the peculiar 
circumftances of focial and fedentary labour, com- 
bines with the fpirit of turbulent ind'^pendence pro- 
duced by weekly freedom and opulence, to render 
even the labouring a:rtifans of Perth ardent and ac- 
tive politicians. — The religious zeal and pride, like- 
wife, which arife from the mutual emulation of dif- 
ferent religions, are apt to extend their operation 
beyond their proper fphere, and to blend themfelves 
wUh political, no lefs than with religious prejudices, 
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And thefe have undoubtedly had their fliare in pro- 
moting that defire of reforming the ftate which 
feems to be, at prefent, felt with fuch violence by 
great numbers of the citizens of Perth. This place, 
it Ihould feem, has alfo retained a mixture of the 
old leaven which rendered it, in the days of the Re- 
formation, the favourite fcene of the tranfaftioris of 
the Congregation, and which has fince excited oci- 
cafional ferments among its citizens, and in the 
neighbourhood. 

By the joint influence of all thefe caufes, have 
the manners of the inhabitants of Perth been for- 
med. Depending upon the fuccefs of their trade 
and manufaftures, they are a^ive and indujirious. 
They encourage few of thofe amufements which arc 
formed to kill and while away the time of the idle: 
although their two Innifcs afford charming walks ; 
and although the winding walk which leads up the 
hill of Kinnoul, be one of the moft inviting that 
can be imagined, and the profpeft from the fummit 
beyond defcription, rich and grand ; yet are thefe 
comparatively little frequented by the good people of 
Perth. A fet of players came laft Spring, to try their 
fortune in this city, and lingered in it for feveral 
months, till they were almoft ftarved, through the 
fcanty encouragement given them, which became 
gyery day, lefs and lels. Here are dancing and card-- 
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aflemblies held in winter, after regular intervals} 
and to the praife of the ladies and gentlemen of the 
city, it muft be confeffed, that every thing about thefc 
meetings for gay amufement is conduced with a de- 
gree of religious gravity and decorum. In their mode 
of living, however, it muft be allowed, that the citi- 
zens of Perth are fparing of nothing but their time. 
^ Their houfes are commodious ; their furniture neat 
and elegant; their drefe fufficiently expenfive : their 
meat and wines of the beft quality : their dinnjsr* 
are at an early hour, and are 'not commonly pro- 
longed through the afternoon; but at fupper, when 
the bufinefs of the day is ended, they are more dit 
pofed to indulge for fome length of time, in focial 
converfe. I know not whether I ought to hazard 
the obfervation ; but I have been led to think, that 
their commendable parfimony of tinie^ while they at 
the fame time refufe themfelves no reafonable ex*, 
pence in their ftyle of living, has a tendency to make 
not only the worthy citizens of Perth, but almoft 
all mercantile and manufafturing people, — ^more adi. 
diAed to the plesrfures of the table, than if they 
were fonder of thofe more frivolous amufements 
which confume time and diifipate the mind without 
being abfolutely animal.— No doubt, the good peo- 
ple of this place mufl have their vicious indulgences, 
as well as others. But, vice does not here wear 
fhat air of ef&ontery, which it has a0umed in many 
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Ctter cities. The regular habits of trade, and the 
ftridnefi of religion concur to render young and 
old, in general, careful to maintain remarkable decen- 
cy of charader. A young man who fhould diftin- 
guilh himfelf by extraordinary foppery of drefs, by 
cxceflive drinking, or by licentious amours, would 
foon find himfelf excluded from all refpeftable focie- 
ty, and avoided in the tranfaftions of bufinefs, as 
a man unfit for the confidence of trade. And yet^ 
here have occafionally arifen fome eminent bloods. 
Some remarkable frolics at Dundee and Edinburgh 
which were efteemed to rife above the fpirit of the 
gay young men even of thofe cities,— ^were actually 
performed by bucks from Perth ; who taking poft- 
chaifes by night, drove furioufly to the refpeftive' 
fcenes of the exploits, executed their intentions with 
intrepidity and dexterity, and then returned in the 
fame hafte to Perth; which, reaching before the 
morning, they efcaped all dctecUon, and thus left 
the good people of Edinburgh and Dundee to won- 
der who had performed fuch hardy enterprizes, and 
the bloods of thofe cities to admire, that they them- 
felves were thus outdone upon their own grounds. 
But, fuch inftances are rare. 

These are moft of the obfervations which I had 
occafion to make on this place, and on the employ- 
ments and manners of its inhabitants. I ihall only 

add. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



l5a JOURNEY THROUGH 

add^ that, although Pertl;i being fituated at the mtfUih 
of the Highlands, fupplies great numbers of reeruit* 
for the army ; yet, through various circumftanccs, 
the citizens of Perth have been led to conceive an 
averfion to tiie foldiery their which renders, refidence 
particularly disagreeable to the officers^ 



Perth to DvNicELDi 



At Perth I lingered week after week, pleafed with 
the place and its inhabitants, and hoping that the 
almoft unintcrmitted rains w^hieh had prevailed 
through Summer, and through the former part of 
Harveft, might terminat;e, at length in a feries of 
fair weather, more favourable for travelling. When 
qnly a fhort while remained for me to profecutc 
my little jaunty before the return of winter, I re-^ 
folved no longer to await a favourable viciffitudc of 
the weather, but proceed ^through the ,weft High* 
lands, to whatever llorms I might be expofed* 

Towards the beginning of October, thereforey 
I left Perth, ^ on horfeback, and unaccompained 
by any friend whofe focial converfe might have 
withdrawn my attention from the fcenes I went to 
view. Dunkeld was the firft objed in my route. 
The road lay along the weftern bank of the Tay ; 
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Itidirig through a country for fdme miles in a high 
ftate of cultivation. I had, under, liiy eyes, ' as I 
proceeded, thofe feats of inahufaauring induftry 
which I have already mentioned as being numerous 
in the li^icinity of Perth; It occurred to me, as I 
idvanccd, that the environs of Perth had not yet 
affumed that ornamented afped which diftinguiflies 
the country immediately furrounding the greater 
eities of Edinburgh and Glafgow* The ftate o£ 
towns and villages always extends its influence ovet 
the neighbourhood, within a certain fphcre. Tke 
inhabitants of a village have their kitchen gardens 
and parks or crofts, with fmall fpots bf tneadow^ 
tb.afibrd winter-fodder to their cattle* Where the 
tbwn or village is of feme confiderable fize, the 
fphere through which it fpreads cultivation, be- 
comes more extenfive : the adjacent farms, as well 
aS the fmall pofleflions of the town's folk or villagers, 
are more carefully cultivated than they otherwife 
would be J and in a way to furnifh articles of living 
to the town or villages. — Again, when fuch a place 
becomes the feat of trade or manufaftures, and its 
^jir^alth and populatioh are rapidly augmented j efta* 
blifhments for induftfy, corinefted With thofe ill 
the toWilj ate naturally forrhed through the neigh- 
bouring country } and it becomes a bufy fcene o£ 
the minglfcd laboiirs of manufacture iand agriculture* 
About this period in the progrefe of a city, or per* 
Vm. I« U hapf 
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haps after it has advanced fomewhat farther, itiT 
more opulent inhabitants begin to difplay their 
wealth, and gratify the tafte for rural enjoyment 
which confinement in a town naturally gives them, 
by forming villas through the environs. Hence are 
ferm-houfes, feats of manufaftures, and villas of the 
richer citizens mingled over the fcene in the prettieft 
confufion imaginable. Thus far nearly, but not 
ferther have the environs of Perth been cultivated 
and adorned. The houfes of fome country-gentle- 
men ftand in its near neighbourhood. Some of the 
citizens have begun to gratify themfelves with their 
villas. But, the bleachfields and cotton-works> 
with' the little hamlets inhabited by thelabourers at 
thefe, give its chief decorations to this trad o£ 
ground;. 

i» 
As I advanced, the fcenery became more and- 
more bleak around me. I was proceeding beyond 
the fphere of cultivation* Towards the river, in- 
deed, where the land was naturally fertile enough 
to tempt even floth to labour, the crops were rich ; 
and late as it was in the year, they werenot yet all 
cut down. On the other hand, the fields were 
mofly, and brown with heath, except here and; 
there, where the improvements of the plough had- 
been tried, that the corn ftill ftood with a greett' 
yet withered afpeft j or having been cut down, was^. 
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hvSlt up in pigmy fhocks. On the left was Birnam, 
which could ilot now afford to fend a very power- 
full detachment of its trees to Dunfinnane. At a 
^reat diftance may be perceived a high ridge o£ 
hills on which fome remains of the famous fortrefs^ 
w^hich was Macbeth's caftle are faid yet to exift. 

In a lonely part of the road, at fome diftance 
from any habitations, I was furprifed to meet a ve- 
nerable, old man, who, by his looks, might be a- 
bout the age of eighty. He wore a grey cloak, a 
large, brown wig, and a blue bonnet on his head. 
He had a ftaflFin his hand. There was in his coun- 
tenance a mingled expreflion of mildnefs and digni- 
ty. His whole afpeft recalled to my remembrance, 
thofe old Scotchmen of whom Taylor, the water- 
poet, in the account of his Journey into Scotland^ 
fpeaks, as men, who, notwithftanding the plainnefs 
^ their drefs, poffeffed great wealth, and would re- 
ceive fcores of men with the moft liberal, plenteous 
liofpitality. While my imaginaition was thus employ- 
ed, and at every new ftroke of her pencil, was raifing 
my veneration for the old ihan, i came up to him, 
for he was approaching to meet me on the road, 
and was aftonifhed to hear him, with his bonnet' in 
his hand, afk my charity. My refpecl for his ap- 
pearance was. not diminiflied by this cor.feiTion or 'his 
f o^erty : but I was ftruck with fomething like riling 
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horrour at the inconfiftency between his appearance 
and his condition. I anfwered his requeft with ten? 
cjernefs and re^eft, and readily gave the very fcanty 
pittance which my circumilances coul4 afford. 

At the diftance of fomc miles is an hofpital fp\;nded 
by an anceftor of Sir John Stewart of GrandtuUy, fo^^ 
the maintenance of a certain number of the poor of 
this neighbourhood. It feems not to be inhabits 
^d : and I learned, upon enquiry, that the penfion- 
crs of this houfe did not always chufe to refide in 
it, but lived with. their friends, and there enjoyed 
more comfortably the l)enefit of the fmall penJdons; 
V^hich had been affigned them by the fame benevor 
lent benefaftor whq prpvide4 t|iis houfe for their 
l^abitation. 

Near Punkeld, the hills tower over the tra- 
veller, with an awfully precipitous afpeft. Thei 
road leads through a pafs where an handful of men 
might arreft the progrefe of a great army. Wood 
is fcattered over the bafes of fome of the hills. The 
fummits are black and craggy. Oo the right hand 
runs the Tay, with a full majeftic fiream which isi 
fometimes vifible to the eye j while at times imagina- 
tion is left to mark out its courfe. Clofe on the opr 
ppfite ftde appears the houfe of Murthly, feemingly 
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hid in a fequeftered nook, in an angle formed by the 
junftion of two hills near the river. It was evening 
when I paffed here. The fcenery was new to me ; 
for I had never before vifited arty place of which J 
could remember the oiitlinc and sJpeft to have borne 
a near refemblance. Its features being only half 
feen, and with the gloom of evening hanging over 
them, imp*cfled my imagination more forcibly than 
they might otherwife perhaps have done. I began 
to refleft that I was entering the land of Oman's 
heroes ; the land which prefented thofe few fimple^ 
grand, and gloomy objefts which gave a melanchor 
}y caft to the imagination of the poet, and fupplied 
that fublime, but undiverfified imagery which forms 
pne of the moft peculiar charafteriftics of the an^ 
pient Gaelic ppefy. 

While my imagination was thus conneding the 
fcenery around me with fome of the moft favourite 
fubjecls of my reading, I approached the ferry be-? 
low Dunkeld. The Tay runs here with a deep and 
rapid current, after bending fropi a fouth-weftern to 
a north-eaftern direftion by a fine fweep which \% 
makes immediately above. Near the fouthern Ibu 
tion of the ferry-boat grow two vaft elms; the 
girths and age of which I enquired, but either ob- 
tgin^d np diftind information upon this head3^-M)r^ 

if 
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if I did, it has efcaped me. — A very ancient tree 
remaining withered, is a truly noble objeft. It 
carries the imagination backward from generation 
to generation of the human race, to the hands that 
planted it, or the eyes which faw its firft verdure. 
It fuggefts ideas of ftrength, not favage, but gentle 
and beneficent, and of grandeur not terrible but 
amiably fublime. It is the pride of the vegetable 
world, as the Hon and the. elephant among quadru- 
peds, the eagle and the condor among birds, the 
the herb and the fage among men. With fuch an 
objeft does the human imagination eafily affociate all 
thofe events, thofe feelings, and thofe ideas which 
the memory is beft pleafed to recolleft. Some of 
the moft amiable of men have exprefled a fondnefs 
of attachment to trees which they had been accuf- 
tomed to view, or under whofe fliade they had been 
wont to loiter, finely fexpreffive of the gentle fenfi- 
•bility of their hearts. Many trees will live and 
grow, to a wonderful age and fize. In the Marquis 
of Lothian's park, at Newbottle, are an afli or two, 
among a number of other fine trees, which have 
grown to the height of an hundred and twenty feet, 
and a beech meafuring, in girth, more than twenty 
feet. The bark of this beech-tree is inferibed with 
the initials of the names of many who have vifited 
it, with the addition of the year on wMch the in- 
feription was carved out. I have obferved fome of 

thefe 
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tliefe infcriptions dated as far back as the year 1732^ 
which were very little deepened, or clofed up by 
the fubfequent increafe of the girth of the tree, al- 
though it is ftill frefti, and muft have continued ta 
increafe fince that period : From this fad, it is na- 
tural to infer,' that a tree which grows fo flowly, yet 
h at prefent fo vaft, muft undoubtedly have grown^ 
through a long feries of years. Among the won-r 
ders of Mount .^na are fome chefnut-trees pf afto- 
nifhing fize. But the moft remarkable of them all 
is called the Chefmit'tree of the hundred horfes. Un- 
der its Ihade an hundred men on horfeback are eafi- 
ly flieltered from a ftorm : its trunk now hollow^ 
through the decay of age, affords a capacious tem- 
porary abode for a conliderable number of men to- 
gether. 

The rapidity of theftream at this ferry, renders it 
knpoffible for the boatman to carry paffengers di- 
reftly over. In fpite of every .effort, the ftrength 
of the current, where its force is greateft, hurries 
the boat a fmall way down, between each fucceffiver 
' ftroke of the oars ; and by the time when the moft 
impetuous part of the ftream is pafTed, it has become 
neceffary to row upwards. It has been propofed ta 
throw a bridge over the Tay at Dunkeld : And I 
&ould think that the advantages which muft una- 
i(oidably refult from the meafure^ would very foon 

repay 
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repay the neceffary expence. The intercaiirfe ht^ 
tween the North Highlands and the Low Country 
is neceffarily great. Even travellers On foot are con- 
fiderably retarded and expofed#y the cifciimftances 
t£ the ferry. Paffengers with horfes are ftill mord 
fo. But, for cattle and carriages of all kinds the 
labour and inconvenient delay miift be exceedingly 
troublefome. None would refufe. to pay for the 
paffage by 2t bridge, what is now levied as the dues 
for the ferry : for every paffengef would, after all, 
be a confiderable gainer by the exchange. The inter- 
courfe thtis facilitated, in this line Of communication 
would fodn become much more frequent ; aiid the 
toutual improvement of the Highlands,*arid of that 
part of the low country iipmediately adjacent^ would 
naturlUy follow. We have lately feen m^any hoble^ 
public works executed by fubfcfiption,- where the 
ibm fubfcribfed wis a fret gift,-^hdt a loat), or the 
purchafe-money of an intiuity. Biit, fhotild a bridge! 
be built over the Tay, at Durikeld, by fubfcription j 
the tolls (which ought for a while to be the famtf 
is the dues of the ferries) would, even at firft I 
fliould fuppofe, prove adequate to the payment of 
i reafonable intereft of the whole money contributed 
towards the erection of the bridge: And, as the inter- 
^ourfe, in this way, fhould become more frequent; 
the amount of the tolls would, within a few years, 
become fo much more confiderable^ as to discharge 
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tKc whofe of the principal debt, Jlnd leave the paf* 
fagc of the bridge free, except for fome fmall trifle, 
to be expended upon fuch occafional repairs as it 
might require. Independently of thefe profpefts ; 
every landholder through the circumjacent country; 
and every farmer, merchant, or manufafturer whofc 
bufinefs interefts them in the intercourfe between 
the Low Country and the Highlands — may refleft, 
that the ereftion of fuch a bridge would contribute 
to raife the value of the contiguous lands, and to 
enliven induftry and trade in fuch a manner as might 
more than compenfate for any direft lofs or difad- 
vantage which they might fuftain (if lofs or difad- 
Vantage there were) in becoming fubfcribers to de- 
fray the expence* 

Let me add, that. If it cannot be otherwife ac* 
compliilied, this objccl feems to be not unworthy of 
the attention of Government* The firft care of every 
Government ought ever to be, — not to fuffer the ftate 
of the Society, over which it prefides, to become 
worfe : the next, to improve it as faft as poffible. 
Where this improvement can be effefted by fecretly 
feconding the natural operation of circumftances, it is 
well ; the direft, oftenfible intervention of Govern- 
ment will there be unneceflary and improper. But 
when circumftances are not powerful enough to ope- 
rate by themfelvesj then, let Government put forth its 

Vol. L X hand. 
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hand, — if the improvement in view promifc" to te 
confiderably beneficial to the whole fociety, or eveft 
to aiiy part of it. In this fpirit, and upon thefc^ 
principles has the Bridfh Government afted in the 
cftablilhment of colonics, at a great expence to the 
nation; in the granting of bounties, drawbacks, and 
praemia upbn various branches of trade and manu- 
fafture ; in the inftitution of a board of Truftees in 
Scotland, to watcli over the improvement of the- 
country, and* to apply appropriated funds to this 
end. In the fame fpirit have flims of the public 
money been granted, at various times, to promote 
Ae accomplifliment of works partly of a private,, 
partly of a public nature, both in Scotland and in 
England. Where fuch attentions of the legtflature 
and the executive Government have produced their' 
full efFeft ; the fpirit of improvement and of indut 
try has been there fufEciently roufed, to remove the 
neccflity of the farther direct interference of the 
guardians of the national welfare. Thu^ relieved' 
from' the ncceflity of applying- in all- places of the 
empire that foftering care which has already reared 
fome branches of trade and induftry to a great de- 
gree of vigour; Government find le;fure, not to re- 
lax their cares, but to turn them elfewhere. The- 
Highlands of Scotland are now perhaps the largcft 
fraft of unimproved country, fufceptible, in varU 
rious.rcfpea&of high improvement, — that the ex- 
teat 
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tent of the ifland of Great Britain affords. They 
have not within themfelves, fufficient energy or o- 
j)ulence to carry on their own improvement. Go- 
vernment have wifely and earneftly feconded the ef- 
forts of individuals, and of private companies to- 
wards this end. By no other means however, will the 
improvement of the Highlands be more rapidly pro- 
jnoted than by favouring their increafing intercourfe 
.with the Low Country. The bridge of which I 
have been talking, would, in my eftimation at leaft, 
^contribute ^ffentially to this: and it mayfurely be 
hoped, then, that, if the efforts and interefts of pri- 
•vate perfons fliall not accomplifh a purpofe which 
requires no enormous expence, and promifes confi*- 
-derable benefit to the country,; an upright and en- 
^ghtened Government will, in due time, lend its aid. 

If I have dwelt too long upon the fubjefts of trees 
and of bridges, I muft beg leave to plead in apolo* 
gy, that, the difficulty of the paflage by this ferry^ 
in the dufk of evening, with horfes in the boat, — 
was fuch as to difpofe the mind to hang as long 
as poffible upon the Jaft agreeable objects that 
had been prefented to it, and to meditate with pe- 
culiar ferioufnels on the means of removing the in- 
^cqnvenience which I here experienced. 

X 2 DUNKELD 
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DUNKELD. 

The- village of Dunkeld ftands clofe upon the 
north-eall fide of the river, at a very fmall diftancc 
above the Ferry. It is pf narrow extent, and by 
the afpecl of the houfes and the contiguous ground, 
feems to be rather diminifliing, than increafing. Its 
fituation is of that charafter, which is, with pro- 
priety, called romantic. But, lince all the world have 
become judges and admirers of beautiful fcenery, 
this term romantic has become almoft the only one 
which is ufed to exprefs admiration of the beauties 
of the face of rural nature. A wood is romantic ; 
a bare plain, equally fo ; an old ruin hid among 
trees fpreadirig out their roots and branches in fan- 
taftic figures, is exquifitely romantic; a modern houfc 
feated in an open lawn, when feen in certain points 
of view, is honoured with the fame epithet : a hill 
is romantic ; and fo alfo is a wide and bleak heath ; 
Lakes, rivers, rivulets, pools, waterfall?, are all, 
without exception, romantic. Nay there is hardly 
any mode of beauty or fublimity in landfcape that 
is not occafionally dignified or difgraced with the 
appellation of romantic^ by fome ignorant pretender 
to tafte. It is not difficult to trace the means by 
which this word has been advanced into fafliion. 
The time was, when romances^ filled with a pecurli- 
^^ly refined, lofty, and notwithftanding thefe qua- 
lities 
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Jitics, in fome inftances fimple fyftem of morals, 
manners, fccnery, and incidents, held that place in 
the eftimation of the gay and the idle, — ^which is now 
occupied by novels. The fcenery particularly, which 
was defcribed in thofe works of fidion, was of a cha- 
racter of wild fublimity, or fanciful beauty, fuch as 
bore little or no refemblance to either the beauty or the 
fublimity marking the fcenery of cultivated regions. 
Still, however it was of a nature to move the feelings, 
and to excite and keep up the play of imagination. 
The fond readers of romances learned to admire it 
with an extravagance of delight. Even before that 
fpecies of gardening which alone of all the ftyles of 
this art which have ever been prevalent, is the im^ 
proving^ not the marring of the charms of the face 
of nature ; — even before this truly elegant art, which 
is peculiarly our own, was cultivated in any perfec- 
tion among us; that fcenery which the. writers of 
romance delighted to frame, was generally admired. 
Befide that particular fpecies of fcenery, any fcenes 
which had a tendency to withdraw the mind from 
the affociations of real life, and to carry the imagi- 
nation to rove through Fairy-land, and to call up 
her own wild creations, were, with little impropricr 
ty, ranked in the fame clafs of romantic fcenery. 
In the progrefe of Englijh Gardenings the defigners 
in this art (the great principles of which are, to 
chufe fcenes that are naturally the moft fufceptible 

of 
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of fimple decoration ; to fuperinducc upon thefc, 
none but ornaments fuitcd to their charader ; and 
when fcenes little fufceptible of decoration, and of 
no marked charafter, muft, however, be ornament- 
ed, to give them fuch ornaments, as they may be 
moft eafily clothed in, — as promife to be moft perma- 
nent, — ^and as will, at the fame tim^ beft accord 
with the fcenery of the environs) feeking to com- 
bine, in their works, every fpecies and every modi- 
fication of natural or imaginsu*y beauty in landfcape, 
-—have frequently tried to ornament or to create the 
romantk. But feldom have the efF(H*ts even of the 
moft emii^ent of thefe artifts, although in places the 
moft advantageous, been, in any reafonaUe mea- 
iiire, fuccefsful in creating this fpecies of beauty, or 
ornamenting and improving it, without injury to 
its native charafter, where it before exifted. The 
familiarly beautiful, the artift may adorn and im^ 
prove. But, whenever he attempts the fublime, 
his endeavours will commonly produce a pygmy, 
the burlefque of that which he intended to exhibit. 
And, when he tries [to bring together a wild and 
fanciful affemblage of the mingled features of the 
fublime and the beautiful ; his produdion hardly 
jcver turns out to be any thing better than quaint 
conceit. Hence appears the abfurdity of applying 
the term romantic to almoft every fine feature whe- 
ther of natural, or of ornamented landicape. And, 
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tf I were iaipowered to fpeak with cenforial authori- 
ty; I fliould certainly forbid all ladies and gentlemeiv 
^ho do not underftand the meaning of this word^* 
to expofc their ignorance and affei^ation to ridiculd 
by the frequent ufe of it. 

But, the fituation and fcenery of Dunkeld ihuft- 
ie confeifed to be truly romantic. The buildings 
m their ftrudure, and arrangement wear an Antique 
afpeft. The ruins of an ancient cathedral occujiy ar 
large fpace towards the north-eaft ^nd of the ftrcet* 
The Tay runs fo immediately under the line of the vil. 
Iige upon one fide, tKat it could not poffibly be there 
enlarged by the addition of another line of houfes. 
Beyond the winding of the river appear hiil^ with: 
wood fcattered upon their declivities^ and fcantily 
&irted with » border of jdain, fertile, ground. Hills^ 
rife around, in the utmoft irregularity of diipoii- 
tion, and having their fides or fummits here andF 
riiere fringed with young wood. All the level 
ground, befide that on which the v&lage ftands, and 
that part which is occupied by the Cathedral, is but 
tvery narrow traft. In one divifion of it fiand^ 
the Duke of Athoirs houfe, with a very narrow 
lawn around it. The other is a park filled chiefly 
with aged and tall pines, and with other trees of z 
eorrefpondent charader. All in thefe fcenes that 
ioars any ob^us imprdSion of human art is of ai 

^and^ 
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grancf, venerable, and antique caft : All thofc fea-* 
tures which have been left nearly as nature formed 
them, are of nature's boldeft, rudtft, moft fantaf-. 
tic workmanfliip. Even where art has, more lately 
tried to foften the harfhneffcs of the natural fea- 
tures ; their ftubborn, awful grandeur has been fo 
invincible, that the labours of art have not here 
ended, as they often unintentionally do, in reducing 
Greatnefs to Littlenefs.- 

Arriving late in the evening, at Dunkeld, I did 
not go out, till the next forenoon, to view the fur- 
rounding fcenery, A heavy rain had fallen through 
the whole morning, and was even then continuing 
to fall. It wae? fo late in the feafon, too, tliat the 
woods had begun to affume a more melancholy af- 
pecl : their fhades were now lighter and thinner : 
the withering leaves exhibited a much greater diver -^ 
fity of colour, than in the green luxuriance of fpring 
and early fuifimer. It was fabbath; and I had been 
hearing, before I wci)t out, an eloquent and affec- 
ting fermon " on our profpefts of a future ftate of 
retribution," The combination of all thefe circum-^ 
ftances wrought my mind into a calm, folenin, and 
penfive frame, fuitable to the character of^the fcenery 
through which I went out to ftray. Entering the 
park which I have mentioned as filled with a fine 
aflemblage of lofty, venerable trees, I was conduc 

ted 
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ted upon the northern bank of the river to a ferry^ 
^which is within the compafs of the Duke of Atholl's 
ornamented grounds, here, and at fome diftance a 
bove the ferry by which I had paffed, en the pre- 
ceding evening, in entering Dunkeld. We were 
ferried over, and paffed, by walks artificially form- 
ed, fometimes leading on in a line near the river, 
and fometimes diverging from it, through wood, 
•corn-fields, and flirubbery, difjpofed over ground of 
extreme irregularity of furface. Thus was I con- 
dufted to the banks of the Bran^ whofe torrent 
pours down with furious impetuofity, which is ftili 
irritated and increafed by the oppofition of the huge 
ftones^ which rife here and thei' e in its channel, and 
impede its courfe. This river, the gloomy afped 
which the feafon and the inclemency of the weather 
communicated even to the moft cultivated parts of 
the landfcape, and the appearance of frowning crags 
above, wherever the eye was raifed, — frowning evea 
where they were thinly fhaded with young wood, — 
joined all together in producing the full effect that 
could be wrought upon the imagination and the 
feelings by fcenery the moft gloomily romantic. 
When I underftood therefore that we had approach- 
cd near to a noble cataract, over which, in a fitua- 
tion, alarming, though fecure, hung a building 
known by the name of OJfiarCs Hall; I was charmed 
with the hope of feeing the cataract in all its majef- 
VoJL. L Y iv. 
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ty, and with the idea of the propriety with which % 
rude building correfponding to our notions of the 
character of the ancient Celtic bard, and of the ac- 
commodations of his time, had been erefted in fuch 
a fituation. When we came nearer, fomebody whif- 
pered to me, that I was going to be alarmed and 
deceived by what would be immediately exhibited. 
We reached the edifice. The door was unlocked 
and thrown open ; and "immediately after, by the 
fliifting of an intervening cover, the figure of Offian 
was fuddenly expofed to view. So far all was well: 
For the painting is a noble one, and does honour to 
the Artift who drew it : He was faid, I think, to 
have been a Mr Stewart, But, by Offian we were 
now admitted to an interior apartment, fpacious, 
light, airy, and elegant, fet round with mirrours,' 
and more like a boudoir than a hermitage. This 
apartment hangs over the water-fall. On that fide, 
the whole room isdlluminated. The river was full : 
and an unufually large volume of water poured 
over the precipitous rocks in the channel. By the 
preffure, and the impetuofity with which it fell, a 
great part of it was whitened, or broken into foam. 
A mifl: hung over it ; and by communicating a fmall 
degree of gloom, greatly enhanced the grnndeur of 
the fcene. The furrounding rocks, the character of 
the trees that fliaded them, the ftunning din with 
wliich the water was precipitated from the height' 
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of the cataract, — all co-operated finely to elevate 
the imagination, and to imprefs the feelings with a 
pleafing and folemn awe.*— It was that wild fublimi- 
ty which calls home the powers of the mind from 
lighter excurfions, and fuggefts fome of the loftieft 
fentiments that can be affociated with material ima- 
gery. ' But, while the mind was thus moved, it was 
impoiSble to turn the eye, for a moment from this 
impreffive fcenery, without having the fine train of 
thought with which it had been fwelled, moft dif- 
agreeably broken. The glaring gaiety of the room 
was of a character inconfiftent with that of the ob- 
jects around it. It difpellcd the folemn awe, and 
pleafing melancholy with which thofe impreffed the 
mind ; yet not fo entirely as to introduce in their 
room, its own airy cheerfulnefs ; and the confe- 
quent effeft was, that the imagination and the feel- 
ings were harraffed and difgufted between the two. 
To add to this, the mirrours which are inlaid round 
the walls, and in the ceiling of this apartment, are, 
by a fantaftic contrivance, fo difpofed, as to afford 
various reflections of the whitened volume of wa- 
ter, as it pours down the cataraft ; like fmoke, like 
flame, like boiling oil. This is a Conceit of which 
the contriver was probably very proud ; and I doubt 
not but it may have been much admired by many a 
vifttant of iajie. But, I mufl; confefs, that I could 
mot help confidering it with other fentiments than 

Y 2 thofc 
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thofe of admiration. Contraft does indeed prodiTce 
fine eirccls in gardening, no lefs than in the other fina 
arts : and furprifc is on many occafions, not an un- 
pleafing emotion. But, furely, in thefe fcenes, thi* 
contraft is very unfuitably difplayed, and this fur- 
prife very unfcafonably excited. I could never a- 
dopt Dr South's notion, that a good epigram is the 
moft perfect, and the nobleft of human cotnpofi- 
tions. Except for the cxpreflion of folitary thought^ 
or in the light, airy play of elegant converfation, I 
could never regard epigram as producing happy ef- 
fects. But, if epigram be not always advantageous' 
in compofition in language ; epigrammatic point and 
turn are undeniably unfuitable in all the Fine Arts- 
■which employ bulkier and more unwieldy figns than- 
words. In painting, in architecture, in mufic, epi- 
gram is always injurious, unlefs where burlefque 
efFefts are intended : but in gardening it is abfolute-- 
ly deteftable. Pity, that the noble charafter of Eng- 
liftx gardening, fliould be any where difgraced by 
epigrammatic conceit. In this light do I view the 
airy hall overhanging this cataraft, with its quaint 
decorations: a^nd after hu^ing my feelings, coarfc 
as they are, affcded by ii, us they were, I cannot help 
entering my proteft againft it. — And, yet, I may be 
wrong. I cannot hold myfelf forth as a connoiffeur 
in Ornamental Gardening. It may have be«n acci- 
dental caprice, or a fecr^t defijre to exercife the cen- 
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ts^tizt fpirit of criticifin, or flieer ignorance perhaps, 
or fome other canfe not founded in corred judgment 
or genuine delicacy of tafte, which difpleafed me 
with this Hall confecrated to OJJtan. It may com- 
mand the approbation of other vifitants, better qua- 
fified to judge, than I : and the well-known mar- 
im, De gujlibus non difputandum^ ought always to be 
remembered, with at leaft more or lefs acquiefcencc 
m xt. 

But, in thefe fccnes, nature has done fo much, 
and has been fo happily feconded by fine Tafte and 
ingenious Art, that a good many blemifhes might 
well be pardoned for the fake of the beauties that 
appear. Nearly adjoining to the Hall is an arch 
thrown over the river at a place, and in a manner 
which give it a finely pifturefque effe£k, and having 
about it various accompaniments, natural or artifi- 
cial: which improve this effeSl. We returned from 
contemplating the water-M by a different path 
firom that by which we had come to it. But, neL* 
ther my notes, nor my recoUe^on give me any 
(£ifiiind: or connefted reprefentation of the varied 
afped: of the rivers, woods, and grounds which i 
enjoyed, on my return^ to the inn. 

The remsdns of the ancient Cathedral, give an air 
«f venerable antiquity to the village of Dunkeld^ 

The 
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The firft church is faid to have been built here, by 
Conftantine, King of the Pifts, in the year 815^ 
The firft ecclefiaftical dignity eftabliflied in this place, 
was that of Abbot. The Abbot of Dunkeld, and all 
the other, clergy of the country, were at* that time^ 
moft probably, fubjecb to the Abbot of Hyoria; After 
the Monaftic Eftablilhment of Hyona had been ruin- 
ed by the Danes, as it fhould feem ; or had other- 
wife loft its fupremacy over the Piftifh Church, the 
Abbot of Dunkeld was a while at the head of the 
Piftifli Clergy. At a later period in our hiftofy^ 
Dunkeld became a Bifliopric. I know not the date 
of the ereftion of the Cathedral. It has been a 
noble Gothic pile. The choir is flill preferveid, and 
at prefent occupied as a church. Here is the Burial 
place of the Family of AthoU, and fome ancient fu- 
neral monuments* 

I SURVEYED the ruiiis of the Cathedral with that 
awe and melancholy retrofpeftion towards the days 
of our forefatliers, which fuch lofty remains natu- 
rally infpire. Among the moft agreeable fubjefts 
which they fuggcfted to my remembrance, was the 
charaAer of Gavin Douglas, once Bifliop of this 
See. He was one of thofe that did the higheft ho-* 
nour to the Romifh religion, during the period of 
its eftablilhment. in Scodahd. He was the fon of a 
»oble family ; a man of learning j a prelate of piirc^ 
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candid, dignified manners ; and a poet inferior to 
none in the age in which he lived. The barbarous 
turbulence of the feudal times, aflFeAed indeed the 
manners and the circumftances of the clergy, left 
than the other claffes in fociety. But, even the 
clergy were not untainted by its fpirit, or fecurc 
from its rage. Gavin Douglas, after being appoint- 
ed to the Bifliopric of Dunkeld, was obliged to take 
poffeiEon of his See, almoft vi et armis. He was in- 
volved in the civil broils which dillrafted his court- 
try in his day, and was, at laft, through the fuccefs 
of the party againft whom his connexions had en- 
gaged him^ driven into banifhment. 

Amid the diftreffes, however, to which he was 
cxpofed, and the buftle in which he was engaged, 
he found time for the i efearches of erudition, and 
for the cultivation of the flowers of poefy. 

His Tranjlation of Virgil does high honour to his 
memory. At that period, few, even of thofe who 
might cultivate poetry and the other elegant arts, 
had foundnefs and delicacy qf tafte, to relifh the 
beauties of the clafllcal writers of Greece and Rome. 
Legends, Myfteries, and the Phantafies of Allegory 
were the favourite works of fancy. What was 
known of the hiftory, and what was reUlhed of the 
i^e atts of the polifhed nations and ages of antiqui- 
ty, 
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ty, was obtained at fecond-hand, and through mc* 
ilia by which they were corrupted and diftorted. 
Unlds perhaps in Italy, there were, at that time, if 
my memory does not greatly fail me, no poets 
throughout Exirope, who could have executed fo 
daiEcal a work as Gavin Douglsrfs's Tranflation of 
Virgil. Englilh poetry was no longer what it had 
been in the days of Chaucer and Gower. Germany 
and the Netherlands were beginning, indeed, to . 
produce EruditiJJimi and llluftrijftmu In France, the 
glory of the Troubadours had faded ; and no poets 
of a chaftened, claffical tafte had yet arifen* Cle- 
ment Marot was not to be compared with Gavin 
Douglas. In Italy, Dante had indeed by this time 
produced his Inferno^ that woi^derous mixture of 
the fublime, the vehement, the ludicrous, the mean^ 
and the abfurd : and Ariofto had written that en* 
chanting medley of tales of knight-errantry, the be* 
witching intereft of which was fo powerful as, not- 
withftanding its lafcivioufheis, to gain in its favour, 
a recommendatory bull from a Pope, — and which 
ftiU continues to entertain, beyond almoft every 
other work of that age. But, I believe, that, next 
after Italy, Scotland was then more diftinguiflied by 
poetical genius, than any other country in Europe. 
And at the head of the Scottiih poets of that age, I 
am inclined to rank the Kflic^ of Dunkeld. Hi« 
mi^inal works, although much in the all^orical 
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tafte of the age, do him litde lefs honour than hb 
tfanflation of Virgil. There is in his defcriptions 
of nature, a correcfcnefs, and a pidurefque rich- 
neis, which diftinguifh him as having poffeffed the 
genuine imagiiiation and judgment of a poet.— - 
He had alfo invefligated, with great care, the anti- 
quities of Scottifh Hiftory. He communicated to 
Polydore Virgil, that account of the aflfairs of Scot* 
land, which he infcrted in his elaborate work. He 
died of the plague, while in exile, in England. 

DuNKEJLD fcrves as a market- town to a confide* 
rable part of the circumjacent country. On every 
Saturday, it is more or lefs crowded with people who 
repair hither for the tranfaftion of country bufinefefc 
After the tranfactions of the day are ended, or, in* 
deed, not feldom in the conducing or terminating 
them, copious libations of whifky are drunk. Thefe^ 
at firft, brighten the wit and warm the aflfefUons, 
and thus promote good fellowlhip. But, as the 
judgment is cleared and enlivened, and the affecr 
tions are warmed, the fenfe of perfonal dignity is at 
the fame time mcreafed in every Highlandman's 
hreaft ; his honour becomes more pundilious ; and 
his valour fiercer. In the play of converfation, fomc 
difference of Qpinioii accidentally arifes, fome un^ 
lucky woid is unthinkingly dropped : Contention 
enfucs: The jcatoufy of Highland honour is offend- 
. Vol. I. Z ed. 
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cii. Highland courage can no longer rcftraih itielf! 
A blow is given on one fide or another. Uproar 
follows. And the whole terminates in a defperate 
fraiy, producing abundance of blue eyes, bloody 
noles, loofenedteethj and broken ribs. Hardly ever 
a market-day paffes over at Dunkeld, without oc^ 
cafioning, in. this way, more or lefs work- for the 
fiirgeon. 

Goat's? are fed on the hills' around thi$ village^ 
And, I have been told, that. Company ufed for-' 
merly to refort hither in the fummer^months for 
the purpofe of drinking* gpat's milk- Goat's milk 
i^ now lefs valued, as a fpedfic, than it formerl)^ 
was. Watering-places, haver at* the> fame- time be-- 
come more fafliionable :. and at thefe, accommoda-^ 
tions have been provided, which are not to be ex* 
peded in the fequeftered abodes of goat-herds. 

DtJNK£LD poiSefies fome fmall rtanufaftures. lis 
rien-yarn being the great produd^of the adjoining 
country, this place naturally becomes an inferior mart^ 
for the fale of that commodity. lam not fure that 
the cotton-manufafture has yet been tried here. 
But, as the beft linen-yarn in the country is Ipun in 
the diftrid of Atholl; Dunkeld has been thought 
an advantageous fituation for k Thread^Manufadure; 
£ihould^fupf ofei, indeed, that t}ie ei^teot and popu^ 
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•lotion of this village might eafily be enlarged; and • 
various new manufaftures, fuitable to the fituation^ 
efiabliihed in it ; were it not for the narrownefs of 
the level ground about it ; and the defire which the 
family of AthoU very naturally have, rather to dj- 
miniih than enlarge the limits of the<village, for the 
fake of their pleafure-grounds ; .upon the extent of 
which itxonfiderably encroaches. The village is oc- 
cupied, not by tenants under the Duke of Atholl, 
but by fduars, holding from him : and I. have been 
informed, that the Duke takes every opportunity 
of purchafing up the feus and demoliihing the hou- 
f€s,ln order thus to remove, by degrees, a nuifancp 
which circumftances allow him not to rid himfelf of, 
all at once. If a bridge fliall ever be thrown over the 
TJiy in tliis viicinity-^he village may then be entirely 
demoliihed ; and a new town raifed with advantage,, 
in its fiead, on the other fide qf the river. It may 
then increaie to great e&tent^ and ipopulation ; and 
being in a £tuation whecc it will be xather orna- 
mental than othcrwife, to the Duke's domain, may 
be foftered, rather than diminilhed by the care of 
him and his fucceflbrs. Yet ftill the defcendents of 
the ancient inhabitants, the Antiquarian, and the 
man of fenfibility will view with fond regret the 
fcenc to which inhabitants were once attraded by 
ihe opulence and the fanftity of a noble fiftahlifb- 
pient,of the Romifli Church ; which h^ continued 
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% village of fomc name for a long while after tlia 
fall of that Eftablifliment to which it owed its 
rife ; and which was fo happily fituated for the con- 
venience of the furrounding country, that, had it 
not been for the accidental circumftance of its {land- 
ing in the near neighbourhood of a great man's 
feat, it might perhaps have increafed with the inr 
creafing improvement of the country, to a thriving 
and opulent city, — ^No wonder, that the ftudy of 
Antiquities fliould aiTume a fafcinating power over 
the minds of thofe who have once engaged in it : 
no afifociations are more diredly addrefed to aU our 
more tender feelings, than thofe with which its ob- 
]e&s are connec);ed ! 

One inftitutipn founded at Dunkeld by the ami. 
able charity of the late Duchefs of AthoU, deferve^ 
high praife. I wifli, that the example were gene- 
rally imitated. Her piet;y and humanity induced 
her to eftablifh for the benefit of the children of the 
inhabitants of Dunkeld, a Sunday School, in imita- 
tion pf the fchools of the fame fpecies which were 
eftabliflied firft in various manufacturing towns in 
England, and fince in fome few other j^es in 
Scotland. P was much pleafed to fee the cleannfifs 
and neatnefs of drefe, and the decency of behaviour 
with which thofe children appeared together at di- 
vine fervicc,,on benches exclufively appropriated to 
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tkastj in die church. No greait hdy can kaVe ^ 
finer memorial than this of her virtues, or ereft ^ 
BoUcr mominient to prcfexvc her memory. In thia 
age, when poiiticians and lawgivers have whc^y 
withdrawn their regard from the virtue of manr< 
kind, and turned it entirely to the making of pro- 
u vifion for their fecurity and their enjoyments ;— •! 
know not that any thing has been done towards the 
koprdvcment t)f the Lower Orders in fociety, that 
can be compared, for wifdom and benevolence of 
defign, or for the' felicity of its efFecl, with this infti- 
tution of Sunday Schools, If Dunkeld, either in 
its prefent fituation, or on the other fide of the 
Tay, Ihall ever make any confiderable advancements 
in pianufafturing induftry ; the Sunday School in- 
ftltuted by the late Duchefs of AthoU will then pro- 
bably become ftUl more beneficial to the children 
of its poorer inhabitants than at prefent. 

To that Uttle which I have faid concerning Duxi. 
keld, I cannot conclude without adding that a Na? 
turalift might very advantagcoufly chufc this for hh 
ftation, for a few weeks, or perhaps months in a 
fiimmer. I am perfua<kd^ that the neighbouring 
dells and heaths mud afibrd a great variety of indi^ 
gcnous pliants. The ftrata of the rocks, might well 
detain the attention of the mineralogift ; and on the 
^kjidsof the river he might pick up fpecimens of the 
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various materials of which thofe firata are coxnpop 
ied. And if he were not a mere mechanic in Natu>- 
sal Hiftory, he might farther amiife himfelf by col* 
letting many nice and curious particulars in the xia* 
tund hifiory of the huntian fpedes, through an at- 
tention to the fimple modes of life which in thefe 
regions have not yet ceafed to prevail. 

DuNKELB has among its inhabitants a fmall cQUe 
|;regation of Glailites. 



From DuNKELD to Bjlair-Atholju 

Although rain had continued, fince the morni. 
ing, to fall fo heavily as to hinder me from viewing 
the Duke of Atholl's pleafure-grounds around Dun.- 
keld fo comfortably, fo Ifeifurely, or fo completely 
as I fhould otherwife have done ; and although it 
abated not towards the afternoon ; Yet, as there 
appeared fmall probability of fuch a change as might 
aflure me of a fair day for travelling, by the next 
morning; I refolved to proceed to Blair* AthoU, af- 
ter dinner, at the rifque of being drenched with 
rain, to the ikin. I had, in this journey, taken an oc«- 
caflonal fervant. And the fervant with whom I had 
happened to provide myfelf, not having the lame 
. motivcf 
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ttrotiveft which I had, to urge him on, feemed lefs 
willitog than I, to expofe himfclf to the ftorau 
But, my refolution was taken i and we fSu out» 

Ou R way lay along the northern bank of the Tay* 
For fome length, the road was clofely confined wi- 
thin the Duke of Atholl's plantations. At about a 
mile's diftance from Dunkeld, we travelled along a 
Rumbling Bridge J which is- one of the particulars in 
this neighbourhood, ufiiaEy recommended to the 
notice of ftrangers. ^ 

Advancing, the vale opened fomewhat more 
fully to my view. The Tay was here broad and deep^ 
a^nd s^peared to flow with a beautiful, yet majeftic 
courfe through the narrow vale which it interfefts. 
The fides of the hills were clothed, on both hands^ 
with wo^. Corn-fields, having the corn in fome 
platees ftill uncut, and only of a yellowj^ hue, but 
hi other places in the ihock, were intermingled ^ 
mong the woods. With thefe were alfo interiper* 
fed fpots of pafturage and meadow-ground. Thefe 
ftenes of cultivation were not feen to advantage at 
lb late a period in the feafon, and in fb dreary an af- 
ternoon. And yet, I know not, if the melancholy 
afpeft of the woods in the end of Autumn, and 
even in tbt gloomieft days in this part of the fe»- 
iMt, be not apt to awake in the heart a train of more 
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pleafing emotions, although of a {ienfive, fambrotif 
caft perhaps, than when they appear in the gaudy 
verdure of Spring and early Summer. The greeii 
has given place to a brown which is diverfified by a 
much greater variety of fhadcs. The luxuriance of 
Irigorous growth no longer obtrudes itlelf on the 
obfervation- All has affumcd that caft of ficklineft 
and languor which often renders a delicate female 
form more interefting and attraftive, than beauty 
in the full flufh of vigorous health. Around all, 
there is diffufed an air of lonelinefs and dcfolation» 
of firmnefs bearing up with fortitude againft thofe 
ikocks which it cannot altogether witlifland, and of 
|>eniive regret for faded glories — ^whicli calms the 
lighter and more frivolous emotions of the inind, 
roufes the elaftic energy of its noblei* feelings, and 
awakes Imagination to a train of exercife, in which 
flie frames fome of her fineft creations^ The cafcJ 
with which the mind, when fuch objects have thui 
iftwakcned it to a particular train of ^xercife, reviews 
the pad progrdfs of the feafons,' naturaUy leads it by 
l>o painful tranfition, to trace with a retrofpe^ive 
view the progrefs and the changes of the fortunes and 
tl*e fentiments of huma^iEi life t Prom the life of the 
tl^dividual, the raiage fy( vefleclion is infeniibly exr* 
tended to the progceTs and fluduations of fociety^ 
<s»d 4^ aU human things : And with this feries of 
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fefleiftion, the nobleft images that material nature 
can be conceived to prefent, and the moft exalted 
fentiments of which the human mind can be fup-^ 
pofed fufceptible, are unav6idably connected. 

Among the trees in the woods through which 
the road ftill continued to lead, and which are feat- 
tered to a vaft extent, in clumps, in belts, and in 
larger bodies of no determinate figure, as well as, 
at times, in a ftill more ftraggling order, through 
the vale ; — Among thofe trees, the moft beautiful- 
ly remarkable, that ft nick my eye, was the weeping 
birch. Till it has attained a certain age, this elegant 
tree, in w^hich indeed the grandeur of the tree feems 
united with the beauty of thfe flirub, fpreads its bran- 
ches in the ordinary direftion between vertical and 
horizontal. In time, however, the biifliy top of each 
branch, efpecially \Vhen loaded with leaves, becomess 
too heavy for the flender, flexible ftalk by which it 
is fuftained: The branch yielding, drops the bundles 
bn its top downwards: And thefe multiply and 
hang in thick cliifters, all around every branch of 
every tree, as fo many of the mdft beauteous feC* 
toons, compofed of fibrous branches and delicate 
leaves. The weeping willow w^hich hangs its bran- 
ches and leaves in the fime manner, is alfo extreme- 
ly beautiful, but in my eftimation, not equal to 
the beaxtty of the weeping birch, HappUy birches, 
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of all kinds, are the trees of wUd fcenes and" cdld' 
dimates. In this part of Strath-Tay, the weeping 
birch thrives in the happieft manner: And it i^' 
one of the trees which have been moft liberall)^ 
pflantcd through thefe woods. 

As I proceeded, it \(^as- curious to dbferve, the 
<^ntraft between wildnefs and cultivation, on the 
fides of the hills. Frorii the weftem bank of thei 
river efpeciaily, corn-fields, feemiilgly upon a foit 
fiifiiciently rich and deep, and ne-atly inclofed with- 
in ftone-fencesj^ rofe, to a confiderable height, upon 
the declivities of the mountains. The*higher they 
rofe, fo much the^ greener and the more backward 
did the crop ftill appear. And, immediately be- 
yond the line where cultiv^ion terminated, appear- 
ed the wildefl: heath, in all the bleafknefs of uncon- 
querable fteriHty. It feemed as if, in the conteft be-' 
twe^n hitman induftry and the local fuUennefs 06 
nature in thefe fcenes, the latter had been reluc- 
tantly coinpeljed to yield to the former, and flowly 
receded before its attacks, with a fcowlirtg frdnt. — ^^ 
It renewed to rtiy renrembrance the conquefts of 
the ancient Romans in Britain, and the energy- 
with which their' vidorious arms were oppofed by 
our Caledonian anceftors. With the fame indefa- 
tigable valoui: did: he Romans peneti-ate into the 
wild regloDS of the Scottish Hi^ands : And with^ 
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ttbe lame indignant fortitude did the hunters of 
the ancient Caledonia make their laft {land on 
the Grampian Mountains, and there fuflenly with- 
ftand every effort of the valour .and the difcipline 
of the conquerors of the reft of Europe. 

The ftrata of the rocks through this trad of coun- 
try appeared to be, .for the moft part, either fchif- 
tous or calcareous. On the banks of the river, the 
foil feemed wonderfully rich» Indeed, wherever it 
is not fandy or marftiy, it is . natural, that the foil 
along the banks of all rivers fhould be the richeft 
which the particular regions afford, through, which 
they refpeftivcly run. The bottom of the vegetable 
mould is, in fuch fituations naturally formed of 
^agments brokqn off from' the ftrata of rocks wJiich 
the river divides, and comminuted into earthy fancL 
Thefe fragments are never thus broken down, with- 
out carrying with them more or lefs mould formed 
by the decay of vegetables w^hich have grown and 
^withered on their furface. When a flxatum of com- 
minuted ftone of whatever charafter, intermixed 
-with vegetable matter, has^ been thus once formed, 
Ahe feeds *6f vegetables are by the benign 'care of 
Providence foon ftrewed upon »it. Being ikeltered 
Ay the relative lownelk of the fituation, and watered 
iby the vicinity of the ftream; while they are, by- the 
i&me circumftanco ifreed from any.exeefs of water 
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which might wafte vegetation ;— thefc places foon 
come to produce thofc vegetables, which have beca 
either accidentally or intentionally fown upon them, 
in rich abundance. Every new crop of vegetables 
contributes,, by its decay to fertilize and enrich, 
more or lefs, the ground on which it is produced. 
And thus, without the intervention of man, are the 
narrow plains on the banks of rivers, ^raifed by the 
Bjltural operation of circumftances to high fertility. 
When, in the fubfequent improvement of men in 

■ the arts of life, thefe trafts are fubjefted to cul- 
tivation; hardly can the moft injudicious agricul-. 

' tore reduce them to barrennefs ; and as little, for 
the moft part, can complex labour, or lingular ag; 
ricultural fagacity improve them to that height of 
fuperinduced fertility to which fpots lefs fertile. 
have fomctimes been artificially raifed. 

The whole day had been wet and glpomy. I 
was, by this time, fuffidently drenched with rain. 
Nothing but the novelty of the fccpes, the elevating 
grandeur of the hills, and the mournful, fading 
jbeauty of the woods arid the vale, could have fo in- 
terefted my xmnd as to engage me to proceed on 
Tfay journey, with any degree pf fpirit, op fuch a 
day. The afternoon was now far fpent* In fo 
low a fituation, and under the weight of clouds 
which darkened the Iky, and the thick rain which 
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flbfirured the air, the darknefs of evening cxmp 
ra unnfually foon. I iaw the ihades of night clo«^ 
fing faft around me, before I had advanced mote 
thaa half-way tp Bhur-Atholl. As it darkened, c- 
very thing around me put on a ftill more ^omy 
^nd aflbaing afpeft. Thick mift fettled on the tops 
pf the tnountalns. The woods affumed ftill a deep, 
erand a deeper hue of dulky brown; till they at 
iaft exhibited nothing but fo many mafles of dark* 
ncfs* Juft as it darkened, 1 reached Moulin-Tarn^ 
t fxnall inn, iituated nearly fo as to divide into two 
equal parts, the road from Dunkeld to Blair- AthoU. 
Here I dried my clothes before a comfortable fire, 
fefrdhed myfelf with fome whifky and oat-cakes ; 
and as foon as the Eorfes had fed, remounted, and 
{Continued my journejr, in th^ darknefs, to the inn 
fX Blair. 

BLAift-ATHOLL aitd the adjdninT couHtry, 

A SNUG room, a blazing fire, a warm fupper^ 
Ibme wetUntixed rum-punch;, and the ^nid attend* 
tibns of the landlord and landlady of the inn at iBlair, 
fodn cheered and refrefhed me, after the wetnefs an4 
&tigue of my journey from Dunkeld . That I might 
diefooner enjoy the benefit of the fire, I was invited 
into the family parlour. I fupped with the landk>rd 

axid:iandlady, and a Captain R a gentleman 

ftf'a^eeaUte manners and entertaining conveHation 

Vho 
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who happened to be with them. — The converikCioji 
turned chiefly upon the fubjed of .the general fcax- 
city of fuel, at this time, through the Highlands^ 
and the un€X)mfoFtable winter they w^ere likely to 
experience, tiirough want of this neceflary article^ 
Peat is the only fpecies of fuel that can be eailly ob- 
tained here in any confiderable quantities, even in 
the moft &vQivrable feafons. But as rain had con« 
tinned, to fall almoft incefiantly through the whole 
9f ^he laft Spring smd Summer, and through all 
that part of the Harveft which was already paft ; 
they had hardly found a fair day to cut their peat^« 
After they had fiirmounted this inconvenience, and 
cut them ; there remained no .poffible means by 
which they cpidd have them <fried. When they 
^i^read them out upon the heath.;; the rains wafhed 
them away : When, without waiting for their dry-? 
ing in this fituation, they gathered them together 
into fmall heaps ; the fame continuance of rsun foon 
T^iske down ,thc heap into^a coi^fufed ni^ of mu4* 
jA.i)d, if at length ^ey were urged by want of fuel, 
pa bring them home in this ,illrprepared ftate; the 
jroads to the moffes were then found fo deep and im^ 
j)alEible; and the moffes fo wrought by the rains into 
j(juagmires and moraffes ; that it was iinpofiible aU 
injoft to lead horfes without any burthen into the 
situation where the peats were prepared ; ftill more 
fo; tp^lejid them* out again with loads on their backy 
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And ais for carts; thefe could not at aU be ufed. Iir 
this inland part of the country, coals are not tcr 
be imported, unleis at an enormous expence. Oi 
wood there is little except what has been planted by 
different noblemen and gentlemen, to decorate and 
Acker their grounds: and this is not to be cat 
down for fuel. Mr Stewart, tlie landlord of the 
km at Blair, had obtained five or fix pounds worth 
of birch in the neighbourhood, for fuel. But, fuch 
was, even then, the general diftrefs, that his poorer 
ndghbours, whofe honefty was confeffedly, upon 
other occafions, fupcrior to all temptation, . could 
not refift the temptation of the birch- wood, but piL 
fbred it upon . every opportunity, fo as to deprive^ 
him of meft o£ the advantages q£ his bargain. 

Fuel being, in cold countries, one of the firfb 
necefiaries of life ; where this is difficult te be ob« 
tained in fuch climates, human life can never be 
very icomfortabfe^ nor human induftry very aftivc^ 
Intenfis, or even continued gentle heat does indeed 
relax the powers of the human frame, and with it, 
perhaps even the faculties of the mind. In colder 
regions, the charader of man has been generally 
Obferved to difplay its greateft energy and adivity* 
But, it is rather the abfence of neceffity than the 
influence of any direft phyfical caufe, which enfee- 
W^the human character in the former fituationz 

And 
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And it is the exiftcnce of that neceffity, and tie ^ofe 
fibility of obeying its impulfe and fubduing its fevfe- 
rity, which, in the more temperate cold climate* 
roufe man to his nobleft exertions of mental and 
bodily vigour. Where this neceffity, however, can« 
iiot be obeyed^ and the diifieulties which it creates, 
overcome; the heart iinks into defpondracy; the 
faculties, and the nerves are nnbraced; and more 
helplefs ftupidity, arid more fcfualid mifery are pro* 
dnced, than in thofe regions where the powers ar^ 
tdaied by torrid heat^ and exertion is, checked by 
ibundance. 

Upon thefe principles, ohe of the firft objects for cori^ 
fideration when the improvement of a barren andcol^ 
traft of country is intended, — ^is its ftate in the refpeft 
6f hieh Is it ill fupplied with this neccflary article? 
How may this difadvantige be remedied ?-^a country 
6f miiif s and mdffds will not, at a firft view, bethought 
iQ ihpplied Mdth fuel^ tiot indted will it be fo in re- 
iBtty i HiiddTs it ie ait the Time time mudi expofed 
tA^ifalnS, 49r fo marfhy that accefe cannot be x^atUly 
Cibtained ^t all times to the ittuations in which peat3 
inay ht 4ug* Yet, even fudi a country, v^ith every 
adv4)kntage rf al dry dima^ which it can be fttppofed 
to poffefs, will not be wdi fup|*fed with fuel, if it» 
population fliall come to be ti^tnetous: Fcflr peats 
nx m article xjffoel^ of very inconvenieftt ufe. Eveil 

wherd 
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^iiere wood may be plentifully obtwied, it is not 
to be greatly preferred for general ufc. For the ufc 
faf thofe manufedures which require the greateft 
abundance^ it can never anfwer very well) i^its na« 
tural form. 

Pir-coAL is tiielreford the fixd whick will natural- 
ly and wifely be preferred to every other fpedes^ 
wherever it can be readily obtsuned. It feems to 
be wbod prepared iot fuel in the great laboratory 
of nature. It has various qualities which render it 
fitter for this purpofe, than any other material that 
ean be obtained fo readily, and in fuch quantities* 
No. wonder, that the' inhabitants of the Highlands 
of Scotland, efpecially on the fea coaft, fliould feel 
thetnfelves difpofed to complain of the duty on coah 
carried coaft wife, to the northern parts of this king- 
dom* It prohibits them^ at all times, from fuch a 
fupply of this article of fuel as might ferve to give 
Gdnfiderable encouragement to the increafe of popu- 
lation, or the inftitution of eftabliihments for manu- 
faAure i- And in fuch feaftms ,as the prefent, it con- 
fpires with the aufterity of the climate and the in- 
clemency of the feafon, to reduce the few inhabi- 
tants who are fcattered over thefe diftricls, to thq 
extremity, of wretchedneis. This injudicious im- 
poft is now J however, about to be removed by the 

VoL« I* B b attention 
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attcntlon of a vigilant and virtuous Adctiimftratiorf^ 
and of an Enlightened Legiflature. 

' Thie general afpet^l of this country it .wbidd nol' 
he eafy to defcribe with impreflive, pifturefijue foitel 
It is an aflemblage of lofty hills, the fummits of 
Which have no cohering but mofs, u^n a be^' of 
Itones knd gravel : and where this has been wafted 
kway* by ftorms, the bare rocks fhoot up. The 
fides of thefe n?ioUntains are commonly dad witK 
ifeath,* and other' hardy, northern fdants : Towarcte-^ 
their bafes, is ftill heath,, with a mixture of coarfe 
grafs : And: under thcfe are narrow vales fometinAcd 
. divided by rapid ftreams; affording kindly pafture : 
ifldthough commonly embrowned with heath, and^ 
having, here and therfej a^ fe^ ga?een fpots, fprink^ 
led over them. In fonie places, the declivities of 
the ttiountains arc fo* extenSve,' and fo g*htle, as to-^ 
fcrm AViiietrafts. of ground'afinoft level,^ atid af* 
fording excellent jpafture for flieep and 'black cattle. 

Alm6sT every nattifaldivifiorf of the hills, whei^ 
Ih^r greater or/fmaHer, is marked by^ the' co<irfe of 
Ibme rprrent; The rivef Tufnmel interfefts 'tlife vale 
ifrdni Logierait, where* the -Tay turns away in i' 
weftirn dire^ion. Rains frequently Ivi^dF-tftiis ri- 
Ver fo as to otcafion it to ovcrlpread the plain; 
\vhealtcarrie$'Off hay4xappening to be iathcfcock. 
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i^ corn in iheaf) and fcatters land over •every veg?* 
table before it. Jhe other ftreanjs, in thefe env|<. 
jTons, the Girry, the Erochty, the Tilt, and the 
^ruar are moise dofely cpnfined among the hills: 
But when fwelled by raips^.they pour down with 
aknazing impetuoii.ty, (earing their banks and pre- 
senting a]w€ul inftances of phyiical force.— -In many 
j>laces, waters are naturally coUecl^d at t|ie bafcs of 
)thc hills } the equality of the level, or the peculiar 
jfnaoner in which tho& hills part and meet again^ 
.leaves no ready outlet for the waters thus coUeded^ 
Lakes are formed ; and after the ft agnation has ex- 
^tended a£| far as the equality of the level continues, 
a certain projiortion of the water /fofipes an outlet 
fyr Itfclf ; and many pf the rivers, whether fmalleir 
jor larger, in this iieighbourhpod have no other ori^ 
^in. The moimtains often tower up to an aftor 
inifliing height, and have their tops almoft cdnftantf* 
Ij crowned with fhow or mift. Beinn-deirg rifep 
S55^ feet above the level of the fea ; and Carn-nan- 
.gour the highefi: pinnacle of Beinn^glo, to (h<; 
^ight of 3794 feet above the fame level. 

Xrouo's abound in the rivers.; and .fisdmqns aC« 
^nd for a certain length, up fome of them. Thf 
forefts are ftocked with flags and roes : Hares are 
jplenteous throu^ the country : And on the heights 
^ Ihe mo^tains is found the Alpine hare, white 

Bb 2 • in 
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in winter, but having its fnowy coat (pedkded in 
fummer, with blueiih fpots. Foxes, wild*cats, and 
weafels infeft the hills and woods. The banks o£ 
the rivers are frequented by otters. The goats, 
which Once formed a confider^ble part of the ftock 
of the farmers in thefe diftrids, have gradually gir 
ven place to the increaling flocks of iheep, and 
herds of black cattle. — ^T^he farmers are learning, 
by degrees, to manage their fheep and black cattle 
with improving ikill, an4 to difpofe of them t^ 
greatei: ^dyantage^ 

The nature of the foil, and the inequalities of 
the furface unavoidably render the s^iqulture of 
thefe parts inconfiderable. Only in the vales where 
are fome depth of foil and flieltered fituatipns, can 
tillage be tried with fucceis ; and thofe are narrow 
in proportion to the general oxtent of the country. 
Barley, oats, potatoes, and flax, with *peafe, ' rye, 
turnips, and fome foreign grafies are, however 
cul^vated ; yet not in fuch abundance as render th^ 
importation of grain and meal unneceflary, ox to 
render the fattening of cattle a confiderable objed 
with the fatrmers. Lime, marl, and dung are the 
liKWiurcs ufually employe4. 

The inhabitants of this trad of country arc gcv 
f^Cfally a fimplct, poor, and vjrti^ous race. The 
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Gadic Is their common language. The landlords 
receive for the lands, rents which would be count- 
id wonderfully low in more populous and opulent 
diftrids : Yet, even thefe rents are pjod by the te» 
Hants, with difficulty. How, indeed, can it be 
otherwife ? Thefe regions arc ftill too much fliut up 
from intercourfe with the feats of opulence, trade, 
and induftry. They form only nurferies for men 
and tattle ; and only in a country extremely poor 
can fuch nutferies exift. The people are here fc- 
^uefiered from the view of thofe modes of life 
which might awake the defire of more varied en- 
joyment, and with it that emulation and ambition 
which can alone give a fpring to human exertion. 
Thpir advantages of natural fituation are alfo com« 
paratively, fpeaking^ few ; and to overcome the 
difadvantages with which they have to ftruggle, 
extraordinary force of motives, uncommonly vi- 
gorous and unwearied exertion, and great powers 
of fiifEerance and feif-deniai would be requifite* 
The latter I doubt not, that the inhabitants of thefe 
re^ons may indeed poflefi: But the former are 
undeniably wanting to them* 

Thi pafioral life prevails here, in many places^ M 
not in all the innocence, and haj^y plenty, at leaft in 
all the fimplicity afcribed to the Gdklen Age. The 
giepherds repair iyi fummer to ^a/r, built of fods^ 
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iOn remote fitus^tiions jumOng the bills; and^AcfO 
^ontume to tend tjbteiir flocks in sdHidft /olitary itKiot 
fence, sitoting.but occafionally, and rqKiiring iHily 
at times to vifit more frequonted jaunts of n^en ;— 9 
till the ieverity of winter, coming on, drives th^m 
lack to the firefide and the fmoaky kitchen. Thp 
country is indeed wilder, a^d the ruftics are poorer : 
otherwife the 2ipc& of paftoral £fe which here meetg' 
the traveller's eye, imght well remind him of th« 
manners of thofe goat-herds to whom Cerva,ntes in^ 
trodnces his knight and fqtiire, in the courfe of 
their rambling adventures, and whofe drcumfiancet 
and modes of life he paints with enchanting art. 

It has been iA&acvcd -mth fome degrei: of chagri^ 
and defpondency by fome of the more enlightened 
and reflecting inhabitants of theie parts, that their 
population and induibry havjc been ibr fome time 
liedining. The fmiths have left the land fince the 
people ceaiied to wear armour. The taxes upon 
Seail^er, and manner in which they so^e levied hav^ 
4eftroyed the i^efources of the country-ihoemaker. 
The <ixtenfion of flieep-farms has dimifiiihed the 
number of the labourers and the families maintain- 
lid and employed upon them. The abolition of the 
iieritable jurifdiAions, taking away that dignity and 
Authority which attached every landholder to th^ 
rural feat of his funily ; and the complex and rejp 

' fined 
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Med luxury, of great towns confpiring, at the fanir 
Amc^ to feduce them thither ; the Great have kft 
l9^ country^ carrying with them that income ifi^cli 
it affords them, to be laid out where its expendii^ 
ture can contribute nothii;ig to the benefit of th^ 
poor peopk by whofe labours it is raifed. The pro^ 
hibition of the ufe of the ancient Highland dre& hasf 
at the fiimc time contributed to deftroy that union^ 
and that high fpirit of national honour whidi fervid 
to maintailA the Highland chara6ler, and to prompt 
the Highlander to vigorous exertions, infiead of 
tboib more felfi& and meanes motives which are 
ileceilkry to urge the a<Mvity of bafer ininds. 

♦ T«is» fafts have, in general, more or lels truth 
Ki them; Yet, if viewed in* their true light, the^ 
cannot Well excite the difconteiit of the Ifighlandet^i 
6r imprefe a' belief, that the general profperity of 
^ oobntry IB declining. ^ The population of thef<^ 
dillri&s i^^been diminiihed ;-mot becaufe their dx^ 
cmnftaixceschsve become aifoltstely lefs advantageour 
than they formerly were ; bat becaufe the profperir 
iy of other parts of the country has ra^ndly advam^ 
€ed.^^ThofQ who once loitered! indolently and uxb- 
omldtioufly here, have been enticed away to ibenes 
of more active ihduflry, and more varied and refini* 
•d enjoyment. . They have augmented the popuhu 
l&on of other parts hia grqtter degree, tbap that jo£ 

the 
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the fcenes of their nativity has been diminilheci hf 
their defertion of them. They have added more 
to the ftock of wealth and induftry, elfewhere, than 
has been withdrawn from it here, by their removal* 
^—Formerly the Highlands were almoft exdufively 
the feat for life, of all the human beings produced 
in them: Now they are become merely a nurfery 
or breeding country, by which the wafte of popu^ 
lation in bufier fcenes, is fupplied. They are thus 
much more ufeful to the whole courhmunity than 
they formerly were, when, if viewed independently^ 
they might make a more diftinguilhed figure than 
at prefent. I believe, that thei artifans of all thai 
mechanic arts have become lefs numerous through 
the country, fince the eftabliihment of fuch a diver- 
fity of manufadures has affembled them togethef 
into towns and villages* But, this circumftance 
tas happened merely in confequence of the im* 
provement of commercial intercourfe, and is a proof 
not of declining, but of rifing profperity- I cane 
not be perfuaded, that the diminution of the num« 
ber of the fmiths is a fa<5t that befpeaks the decline 
of the Highlands. That country can never be in a 
diriving condition in which the forgers of armour 
are among the moft numerous and the mofi confix 
derable claifes in the fociety. This iis a circumftance 
implying a ftate of manners under which there can 
'he litde peaceful induftry^ or Utile £>dal enjoyment 

T0 
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To me it appears, that cveiy nation, to be truly great 
4nd happy, muft poffefs in certain propprtions, mem* 
bers in every different ftage in the progrefs of refine- 
Inent, and in almoft all pofliblediverfities of local cif* 
cumftances. Upon this idea, it may feem advantage^ 
ous to Britain, that the Highlands of Scotland are fo 
little fufceptible of ciiltivatioh, and that the inhabit, 
tants of thefe parts continue to retaih the fimple 
manners of the fliepherd life. Something of that 
energy is thus preferved alive aniong us, by which 
rude tribes are rendered fupetior to nations who 
have funk into the luxury and effeminacy of exce& 
five refitiement.^-But, if no unhappy concurrence 
of circumftances fliall arife to check the profperity 
of North Britain, thofe who are interefted in the 
progreffive improvement of the Highlands may af, ' 
fure themfelves^ that thd widening fphere of in* 
duftry and opulence will, by degrees, extend it^ 
felf, with ftronger and ftronger undulations, fo as 
to include them. The pafttirage of their hills will 
yet be managed fo as to produce more numerous 
and more valuable flocks and herds : Their plains 
and vales will, in time^ come to be cultivated 
^ith more fkilful agriculture : Their fiflieties will 
be purfued with growing fpirit and fuccefs; and po* 
pulous towns, the feats of mahufadure and of trade, 
muft naturally atife ta their Chores, on the borders of 
Voi. L . Cc of 
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of their lakes, and on fuitablc fituations by the bankt 
of their rivers. 

These refleftions fuggefted by the coftverfation ol' 
the company in the Landlord's parlour, occupied 
my mind, as I retired to reft in my own apartment, 
and till I fell aflfeep. When I awoke next momirig,. 
I had a proof of the value they put on thenr fuel, 
by the backwardhefs of the fervants to accommo- 
date me with a fire. Th^ had fo long delayed put- 
ting it on, that it hardly began to-tmrn before I waa- 

gone. 

* 

r WAS here, ais at Eiunkeld, in the mildft of thr 
DuTce of Athoirs grounds. The houfe and grounds' 
of Blair- AthoU are an object of curiofity to every tra- 
veller who viflts thefe parts. Here is a wider exfent 
of low, if not of abfolutely level ground^ than at 
Diinkeld. Befide the inn are a few hut&. Biit the 
' whole affemblage, feems rather ta animate than to 
deform the ornamented grounds within which they 
are placed. I- walked firft backwards in a direftion 
between North and North-Eaft, from the inn. A 
fine grieen hill, the fides of which were partly culti- 
vatedi rofe before me, towards the North. I was 
pleafed to fee the luxuriancy of the oats which grew 
upon it ;. but could not help regretting, at fight of 
their grcenni^fe^ that the auftcrity of the climatei and 

the 
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<the backwardnefs of the feafon fliould fo fruftrate the 
fertility of the foil. On the other hand was wood: 
and at fome diftance, on the backward ground, 
the country alTumed the ufual dark-brown colour of 
thefe parts. I returned, and directed my walk into . 
a park on the front of the inn. On the fouth-fidc 
of the gate by which I entered it, was a gently fwel- 
ling eminence.; and on its top a fort of fummer* 
houfe which, as a point, attrafted my fteps thither* 
From this height appeared the river Tummel, and 
the mountains riling .on its oppofite bank ; a green, 
but not wide plain on the hither fide ; lines, and 
clumps of trees, with fpots of open lawn interfper- 
fcdj the Duke of AthoU's gardens; the houfe of 
]31air- Atholl ; and no fmall quantity of full-grown 
M^ood euabow.ering the more contiguous parts of the 
Xcene. 

I DESCENDS) from this eminence, returned tm 
the inn, and after breakfaft, £allied out with a waiter 
iconduding me, to ftray through the gardens, and 
to fee the houfe of Blair- AthoU. The houfe has .a 
ftately appearance amidft fcenery of fuch a charafter 
as that with which It is furrounded. In the Lobby^ 
or Loggie, which is grand and fpacious, are various 
fpedmens of fubjefts in Natural Hiftory ; fome of 
rthem trophies of the fuccefsful huntings of. the 
pD[uke.s of Atholl and their friends ; others fuch as 

C c 2 feemed 
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feemed to have been placed here, without any par* 
^ticular relation to the reft, and only as oriiamenti 
becoming the lobby of a nobleman's houfe in fuch 
a fituationt Among thefe are the fiuffed (km of 
^ Greenland Bear j the horns of ap elk ; the horns 
alfo of an Aurochs — the ancient wild cattle of Nprth- 
Britain.-^— This race of cattle have been exterminated 
in Scotland ; but in Ae woods of Poland and in 
fome forefts in Germany they ftill remain. Their 
horns are often found in our mpffes, at a confider- 
able depth under ground; a circupaftance pro- 
ving that they muft haye been amorg the moft 
ancient of all the inhabitants of the ifland. — ^We 
had another breed of wild cattle in Britain which 
are not yet entirely extinft. Thefe are the white 
cattle with brown ears, and haying alfp fome fpot$ 
of brown or black upon their faces, and per^ 
haps too about their feet. The learned Dr Walr 
J:er, profeffor of Natural Hiftory in the Univerfity 
of Edinburgh, (tlian whom I know no man more 
correftly or extenfively informed concerning alj fub- 
jeds relative either to fcience, or to common life; 
or who more readily ftarts valuable, original ideas 
upon every fubjeft falling under his difcuffion) is of 
opinion, that the white cattle with brpwn ears arc 
not indigenous to this ifland. But, I remember 
reading in Leland*s hiftory of Ireland, that Matilda, 
tpife to William de Braofa, an Irifli lord, in the 
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fet^ 1 204, pr«fcnted to Matilda, wife to King Johfi, 
4 drov6 of 400 cows, having all red ears, and their 
bodies of a milk-white colour. Thofe cattle, although 
their ears are faid to have been red, I fuppofe to 
have been of the fame race as the white cattle of 
Scotland,--perhaps their progenitors. And the in- 
ference I would draw, is, that, if moft of the fame 
animals are common to the two iilands, thcfe 
cattle muft have been known in Britain, no lefs than 
Ip Ireland ;'— or, that, as the intcrcourfe between 
Scotland and Ireland was, before the f:onqueft of 
the latter country, by Henry II. more frequent, thail 
that between Ireland and England, thefe cattle might 
te common among the Scots and the Irifh, before 
tjicy were known to the Englifh ;^— or that, if they 
arc a foreign race, they are moft probably natives^ 
of Irdand, and were firft introduced into Britain, in 
the beginning of the thirteenth century. — I fcAr, t 
have fuffered thefe milk-white cows to lead me too 
far out of my way ; efpecially, as I was furveying 
ihe lobby of fo nobk a houfe as that of Blair- AthoU, 
From the lobby I was conduced into a fpacious din« 
ing-^roomand drawing room, with the proportions of 
\irhich I was exceedingly pleafed. The furnttmre is^ 
fuch as fuits the rooms^; rather elegant, however, than 
gorgcoufly rich. Some fmaller rooms, adjoining td 
j^h^fc, w6re fliewn, at the lame time. On a ftair- 
czk are various paintings of ancefto^s of the fishu 
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ly •f Atholl, or of perfons conncfted with it. Tbcf 
feem to have felt the hniih more than once, fince 
they were firft painted. Their faces are much of 
the prefent caft; but the hair is drefled in antique 
^uife ; the necks of fome are ftifFened with ruffs j 
and the other parts of drefs which appear upon 
them are in the tip-top fafliion of fome former 
day.— This hpufe rofe formerly fome ftories above 
ijts prefent height : but about the time of the rebel- 
lion in the year 1745^ .a part of its height was de- 
molifhed, and it was difmantled of all t}\at feemed 
to^ve it the air rather of an old fortified caftle thai^ 
of a modern houfe, — ^that it might be no longer li- 
able to be either garrifoned or befieged^ Before 
that period, that is, before the Highland Chieftains 
were divefted of their heritable jurifdidions, — I 
ibould fuppofe that a Nobleman's family could not 
have been very fafe i^ thefe parts,— unlefe fecure4 
in a firong Jhouf^. 

From the houfe I proceeded to wander through 
the immediately furrounding grounds, with th^ 
gardener for my guide. Black cattle, and I think, 
roes, or rather fallow-deer were feeding on the 
lawn. At fome finall diftance from the houfe, I 
law an eagle, in confinement; and having never 
before had fo near a furvey of a living eagle, I 
sfrsiS ilrupk and pleafed with his Zix of mingled di^ 
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tity and ferocity. — ^The garden, properly fo called, 
is large and well laid out, although perhaps not fa 
tery well kept, as might be wiflied; In the middle - 
is an artificial piece of water which has no difagree- 
able effeft. I thought it rather disfigured however, 
by fome figures of hay-makers and other ruftics^ 
which have been awkwardly fet up in it. The fur- 
rounding wood is chiefly full-grown. Among other 
trees, it contains many larches and other pines.— 
The larch is oiie of the moft beautiful trees which 
grow in northern climates. Its form is among the 
moft elegant of the tall and flenddr. It fprings up 
with a rapid growth. There is fomething pleafing 
to the eye and the fancy in the multiplicity, the 
flendernefs, the arrangement of its branches, and in 
the attitudes in which they hang. When it flowers 
in Spring, it puts forth a moft charming flulh. Its 
odour perfumes the woods. To the dignity and 
graceful ftrength of the tree, it joins the beauty of 
the fhrub. Its timber poffefles ftill more perfeftiy 
than the willow, the quality of refitting the force of 
fire. It grew in great profufion in Gaul in the days of 
Caefar. I have forgotten at the fiege of what town it 
was, that his foldiers were aftoniflied to find the gates, 
which were made of the timber of the larch-trce, 
obftinatdy refift the impreflion of the fire with which 
they attenipted to burn them down, tor every 
purppfe of the joiner or carpenter, too, this timber 

fervcs 
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fcrves as well as that of any other pine; Ahd 1 
know hardly of any degree of rudeneis or feverity 
of climate that will check its growth.— Another 
fine fight iti thefe grounds wa$ prefented by an ave- 
nue of rowan-trets, or mountain-afhes. The leavca 
were withering, or withered : but the bef ries hung 
thick over them, in 5ne, red clufters. I can fcarcri 
Conceive any fcene of natural plenty, in the warmer^ 
richer climates qf the South, to be more adorned by 
its more lufcious fruits, than was this avenue by thcf 
clufters of rowan-herncs which crowned its trees, — 
I was carried by my conductor, by paths, the Une 
of which I recoiled not, to a grotto, in front oi 
which poured a cataraft. Within this grotto was 
H mofly feat : and the fituation on the river, is ond 
to which a heathen poet might well fuppofe thd 
river nymphs likely at times to retire from the wa- 
ters ;— -or it is a fcene whete a hermit might forgel 
the world, atid indulge an undifturbed' meditation 
6n the wonders of nature, ot on the vanity of eartlw 
ly things. Spafs, fevferal varieties of quartz, py^ 
tites, with fome ores are difpofed through the md^ 
walls ; from the roof hang ftaladbites r And yet I 
jnuft confefs, that I could have wiftied to find it fiir- 
pifhed with a greater variety of foffils. Mineraloj^cal 
curiofity could have had little diffiallty in finding 
fuch, in thefe parts. And were it othcrwife, why 
ihould tafbe nt^UA -to bring even from a diibnce 

fuitable 
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ftlitablc ornaments to this romantic feat of medita- 
tion aitd folitudc ? — Leaving the grotto, I was next 
conduced to where a number of avenues of ftately 
pines met in one comjnon centre/ And nearly a- 
bout this fcene^ my conduftor furprifed me with a 
tale and an objeft, the latter of which I was forry lo 
fee in fuch a fituation. He began with telling me, 
as we walked on, that he and other men at work in 
the gardens had been, that morning, frightened 
from their work by the fudden appearance of fomc 
madman who had levelled a gun at them, and 
without provocation,* threatened to fhoot them;, 
but that, by this time, the mad gunner was, molt 
probably gone ; fo that he and I were now in na 
danger from him. After this information, he walk- 
ed on, and I followed, fauntering flowly, and gazing 
about me, as I advanced. We went on, till upon 
turning the corner of a walk, he fuddenly ftarted 
back, and feemingly in the utmoft terror and afto- 
tiifhment, fled with precipitation. As he retreated, 
he called* to me with the indiftinct: articulation o£ 
fear, " There he is V I turned my eye to where 
he direfted, and might, indeed, have been furpri- 
fed, had I not recognized a brother of thofe ftucco 
figures which I have already mentioned, as having 
very impertinently intruded themfelves into the gar- 
den. It was the figure of a fowler, in the aft o£ 
levelling his gun fo as to point againft whoever 
Vbi. L Dd fliould 
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ihould approach in the dire^on in which wchad^ 
come up. When my guide faw that I was not ab- 
fblutely overpowered with terror and furprife^ he 
difmiiTed his pretended fear^ and returned laughing. 
The trick was with him a fubjecl of exultation, and 
he boaflpd to me, that, he had feldom failed to fur- 
prife and terrify- ftrangersby means of it. Among^, 
other anecdotes which it introduced, he related, 
with great fatisfsidaen., that two Englilhmen who- 
had been lately here, had, in their terror, ftum- 
bled, and fallen, the one over the other: their firft 
emotion, upon difcovering the vanity of their fear^ 
was to piiiiue and beat him ; but he kept out of 
their clutches, till they had ceafed to think of the 
mortification of their fall, and had begun to laugh 
over the incident. — I muft confefe, that I cannot 
fee either good tafte or ceconomy in the Duke of 
Atholl's thus maintaining, a ftucco fowler in his gar- 
dens. Such figures do not, indeed, difgrace thefe 
fcenes fo much, as thofe of the Sicilian nobleman 
who is related to have filled thef walks and groves» 
ipound his houfe with all imaginable varieties of mon- 
Urous figures, — ^as if he hid been an enchanter^ and- 
thcfe figures fo many monuments of his wrath and* 
necromantic power. But they are not fuch ornaments- 
as tafte would naturally fuggeft ; the trick and the. 
tales are extremely childifli. — ^After wandering fome 
time longer among thefe enchanting fcenes, ire-- 

turneil 
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turned to the inn; and after taking fame hafty 
forenoon refrefhment, mounted and fet out for 
Taymouth. — Before leaving Blair- AthoU, however, 
kt me not forget to mention one h& which ftnick 
me, — Mr and Mrs S. — ^ the landlord and landlady 
of the inn ; he probably about the age of fixty, 
and flie, about mid<^e life, are two of the ftatelieft, 
haiidfomeft forms, I ever faw ; tall, well-propor- 
tioned, fair, with oval faces, high^nofes, and light 
eye^ 



From BlaiR'Atholl to Tatmouxh^. 

1 Might have travelled to Taymouth by a road 
leading direftly acrofe the hills. But, this road was 
faid to be diffiqult, and fuch as ftrangers could not 
fafely travel without a guide. I therefore chofe 
rather to beat over again one half of the way be- 
tween Bkir-AthoU and Dunkeld, and to take the 
way by the ferry over the Tummel, at Logierait. 
That part of the road between Blair-AthoU and 
Dunkeld, over which I was novir to travel a fecond 
time, wfis, what I had come along, on the preceding 
evening, under the darknefs of night. It was ftill 
new to me, therefore, and 1 was tdld that its fcenery 
was more interefting and more beautiful, than that 
of the road w;hidi led to Taymouth^ diredly acroft 
ttie hlHs. 

.D d 2 THte 
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The njoft remarkable objeds which met my eye, 
as I returned down the vale, were ftill, rocks, wood$ 
of faded verdure, fpots of corn, either growing, or 
in the fliock, cottages fcattered here and there, by 
the fides of the high-way, and ruftics, of cparfe 
features,^ fquat, flurdy figures, arrayed pftea in tar* 
tan, and having their limbs fcantily covered by the 
fillibeg. Once or twice, we overtook droves of cat- 
tie, and had fome difficulty in paffing, without fcat^ 
tering them. The arable grounds en tjie fides of 
the highway are not regularly inclofed. The only 
mode of inclofure that feemed to be here praAifed, 
was, with low ftone-fence§. The peafants were 
bufy in fome fields, plowing or digging up their 
potatoes: And the mould thus turned over, had 
the appearance of being rich and deep. I was again 
ftruck with the varied {hades of brown which tha 
fading, falling leaves of the trees every where exhi- 
bited.' It was a fight which excited in the mind a 
mixture of melancholy and cheerful emotions. It 
was curious to remark how the leaves of the 
afhes which ftill retained their verdure, varied in 
that verdure, with an amazing diverfity of fliades, 
according to age, fituation, and perhaps other cir- 
cumfl:ances which I was not botanift enough to dif- 
tinguilh. — At fome difl:ance from Blair- Atholl—* 
(the particuhr diftance I neglefted to enquire) — ^ 
joad branches ofT to the right, which leads, as I wag 
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told, to a place c^led Fincaftk. The point wheris 
this road branches off,, is a narrow pafs at which the 
jhills, on both fides, |ut forward, to meet each other* 
On neither fide is there left the fmalleft ftripq rf 
level ground between the bafe of the hill and th^ 
brink of the river. Birches and brulhwood arc 
fcattered to a certain height up their fides. South'? 
weft from the pafs rife other hills, of a lower eleva*^ 
tion, and bounding, in a pidurefque manner the 
fides of the former. Not a cottage appears withiij 
fight. Here breaks off the narrow road to Fincaftle^ 
It winds down through the wild Ihrubbery, in a line 
of very difficiilt accefs, till it reaches the river where 
a fingle arch is thrown over it in a manner which 
^rikingly impreffes the imagination. Along the 
bridge the road proceeds on the declivity of the wef- 
jcrn hill,; amidfl: fuch objeds,- and in fuch ^ direc- 
tion, that even a fingle traveller pafiing upon it, af^ 
feels the mind of the fpei3:ator with the moft fingu*- 
lar feeling in refpeft to the fpUtudp and the inaccei? 
Ability of tbefe regions, ' 

The pafs of Killicrankie is more famous. It is 
jtbout five miles fouth ffom Blair. Near the nor- 
therly entrance of this pais was fought tlie famouf 
l)attle between Lord Dundee and General Mackay, 
in which James's army would have triumphed, had . 
not their heroic general fallep in the moment of 

yic^or^. 
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-vidory. The pals is narrow and confined betwcc* 
lofty mountains. Beneath runs the Garry, m a 
deep, and rocky channel overhung with trees. The 
event of the battle fought here was fatal to James's 
afiairs in Scotland. There was no hero in his army 
to fucceed Dundee. Many of the brave oflSicers be- 
longing to it, being driven into exile from their na- 
tive country ; and the mafter for whom they had 
fought and fuffered, being unable to proteft or fiip- 
port them, were reduced to circumftajices ^f ex- 
treme poverty and diftrefs. They formed them- 
felves into fo many companies, and engaged in the 
French fervice. They were amgeneroufly ufed ; but 
they continued to bear every hardfhip vAth the un- 
conquered fortitude, and to face every danger with 
the daring valour of Scottifli gentlemen. The dit 
treffes brought upon the clans of the North of S<;ot- 
land, by the rebellions in whidi they were engaged 
through prejudices which muft be confefled natural 
CHou^, have occaiioned the Scottiih charader to 
be pdiibited in lights and iituations in which it has 
ihone with peculiar dignity and luftre.* 

This cfiftrift of AtlxoU is not without numerous 
monuments of ancient manners, cuftoms, and events* 

Here 

* This pralfe is grcatlj below the merits of thofe generous hqroic 
Bighkmders. 
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Here are the ruins of old caftles, the feats of feroci* 
ous chieftans, the ftrong walls and innaceflible fitu* 
ations of which fuggeft the remembrance of times 
when the tranquillity of the country was regulated 
by no general fyftem of police ; but when every clan 
and every family were mutually formidable to one 
another. Of this charafter, are a variety of round 
towers which might probably ferve both'as forts, and 
as watch-towers; Tom-a-vuir, the ancient feat of the 
M'Intoihes of Tiriny, ftrongly fituate on a fieep 
bank of the river Tilt ; and in the north-weft corner 
rf Loch Tummel, on a fmall ifiand, partly artificial, 
the remains of a ftrong houfe built by Duncan-Ra- 
var-M'Donald, the chief of the clan of the Robert- 
fons. — ^Here, too, are cairns, the haftily raifed monu-^ 
ments of the ancient iiahabitants of thcfc parts whenr 
they fell in battle. Till lately, the cuftom remained 
<rf heaping up- cairns, not merely over the grav» 
of the deceafed ; but wherevCT any perfon happen- 
ed to die, although he might be elfewhere hurried* 
Above Blair is Carn-mhic-Jhimi^ or Lovat's cairn, 
where a chief of the family of Lovat h^d ^llen, in 
a plundering incurfion into this country. — ^Many of 
the remains of antiquity which this diftrift ftill pre* 
fents to the obfervation of the curious traveller, are 
fiich as may be referred to the religion of the an- 
cient Highlanders. I am not fure, whether the in- 
formation which ancient writers give us concerning 

the 
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the religion of the Druids whom the Romans founi 
in the fouth-weftern parts of this ifland, is fuch as 
to identify their fuperftition with that of which nu- 
merous imperfeft monuments remain through other 
parts of Britain.-^Be thefe things as they may ; I 
am not at prefent difpofed to enter into the contrd- 
verfy concerning them. 1 fcruple not to affeft, 
however, that nothing can be more abfurd than the 
extravagant notions, with which fome writers have 
laboured to poffefs, of the extenfive knowledge of 
the Dfuids, and of the pcrfeftion of their fuperfti- 
tion. I fliall allow that a body of clergy or literati 
may be fomewh^t more enlightened, and fomewhat 
more civilized than the reft of the community ; but 
this fuperiority will never be very confiderable. In 
the darker ages of the modern hiftory of Europe, 
the Romifh Clergy had indeed almoft a monopoly 
of what little piety, knowledge, and civility re-^ 
mained among our rude anceftors. But, it was fa 
triffling as to raife them, in our eftimation very little 
. above the laity*—- Now, in the age of Druidifm, we 
know well that our anceftors wanted induftry, ju-» 
fifprudencc, dexterity in art, and all the accommo- 
dations, of poliflied life. I hope to be forgiven 
therefore, if I fliall refufe to allow the Druids to 
have been, in any confiderable degree, kfs favage 
than the reft of the people whofe priefts they were, 
*-*-till their admirers can fliew me fome unequivocal 

monuments 
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monuments of their civility and their knowledge* 
— The monuments in thefe parts which are afcribed 
to Druidifm aire various : Here is a vale called Strath- 
gray, which is, from its name, fuppofed to have 
been a vale peculiarly appropriated to the Druids : 
Near a place called Clunemore^ is a cairn, fixty geo- 
metrical paces in circumference, and having its top 
laid with fiags, which is conjectured to have been 
an altar on which the Druids offered their facrifices : 
At a place, the namie of which, upon enquiry, I 
learned to be Knowhead^ I obferved, on the fide of 
the highway one of thofe circles of ftones, erected 
perpendicularly at certain diftances, which are ufu- 
ally termed Druidical circles : Here are npne of the 
groves, however, in the gloom of which the Druids 
are faid to have been accufiomed to celebrate their 
tnoft folemn and myfterious rites. 

Pther antiquities of thefe places relate to the 
ftate of the manners. The old groves which are 
not coverc?d with cairns, have the dead bodies in- 
clofed within ftone coffers, confifting of feveral flags 
fitted together, the purpofe of which is conjeftured 
to have been to preferve the body from the raven- 
ing rapacity of the wolves which anciently infefted 
the country. The Gaelic names of the places com- 
monly refer to facets and circumftances in their an- 
cient hiftory. Rod-na-banriun is the Queen's road. 

Vol. I. E e , hy 
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by which fome or othef of the ancient q^ieiiis c# 
Scotland are conjeftured to have gone with a reti- 
Hue to hunt in the foreft of Athall/ Dail-an^fpideiP' 
is the plain of the inn or'hofpital, where might an^^ 
dently ftand an heufe of' entertainment for travel- 
krs: DaiUna-ctirdoch is the vale or plain of the 
ftnith's Ihop 5 zuri^Dail-na'tnem, the plain of the mi- 
aeral. Cairn-torcy and Cainv-thorey^ are thehiU and-' 
th« hollow of boars-^ 

TttE diftria of RTANNOtHj Which I fhould have, 
ttaverfed, if I had preferred the Ihiorter rdad be-^^ 
twecn Blair-Atholt and Tay mouth, is of cohfidera- 
hle -extent. It isavhigh*lying traft^of country, and^ 
i^ chiefly occtipied for pafiurc; It forms only a part- 
of the parifli of For tinged, atid yet contains no few-- 
er than two and tliirty villages. In the middle of 
the diftrift is Loch Rannoch, twelve miles in length, 
©At of this river iflues the: Tummel,; which paffes 
through the diflrift of Atholl,. and meets the Tay at 
Logierait.. The Gaelic: is the general language ftill 
%pken through all thefe diftrifts. 

Before the year 1745^ this diftrid of Rannoch 
was in an uncivilized ftate; The inhabitants were 
thieves and robbers who acknowledged no law, paid* 
no debts, and laid all the neighbouring countryt 
£i:am-Stirling.tQ Coupar of Angus^ under co&tribu-^ 

tiOTj. 
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f'fmky .-obliging the inhabitants to pay them* wh*t 
fthey called Black MeaJ^ as the price of their fecuri- 
-ty. In the months of September and Oftober, they 
.would aflembleinRannoch, iacoropanies of fcvcrd 
rhundreds, build temporary huts, carouie the whif- 
ky, and fettle their accounts for ftol^n cattle. As 
.they all bore arms, it washardly poflible to bring to 
guftice a thief who belpnged to their number. A 
.body of foldiers were at length fent aknong them, 
,and fome inilances of exemplary juftice infliAed ; in 
xx)nfequence of which th^, by degrees, learned to 
ht Orderly ,ai}d honeft. 

At that period the ufc of beds was Unknown t* 
tSiong thefe^people. Jhcy flept on bundles of heath 
ror fern, without laying afide their clothes, and co- 
vered above only bya.fingle blanket. Their huls 
had for .walls a tcscture of twigs interwoven among 
.itakes driven perpendicularly.into the ground: the 
.doors were fo narrow, that one could not ento* 
(Otherwife than creeping : ,and the roof of the hut fo 
low, that it was impoifible to fUnd upright within 
:it. The people were miferably dirty and infefted 
\with the itch. They lived on the fimpleft^ fcantieft 
iare. The poor had hardly any other articles of 
food than the blood of their cattle, — ^which they* . 
jbl^d feveral times in the year, — ^boiled and eaten a# 
jhread, — ^with a parfimonious fupply of meal. The 

E e 2 country^ 
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country, too, was at the fame time, withourroad^ 
or bridges. 

But fince the year 1745, a happy change has ta- 
ken place. The repreffion of licentiotis rapine has 
introduced induftry. Improved ideas of fi^rming 
have induced the farmers to ftock their farms with 
iheep, in preference to black cattle.-r-The introduc- 
tion of potatoes has added another and a mpft va- 
luable and nourifhing one to the articles of living. 
The culture of lint, too, and the prance of fpin- 
ning which thefe people have been gradu^ly taught 
through the care of the Trufteqs, have contributed 
much to give a fuitable direftiop to their induftry, 
and to fupply with me^s for the purchafe of a 
greater variety of the conveniencies Of iifc— The 
change has been happy and rapid. Thefe people are 
now cleanly, and comfortably clothed. They ufe 
bed-fteads and blankets. They have houfes built of 
ftone, and of at:ommodious fize. Their children 
su*e taught to read Engliib. Their wool and yarn 
bnpg them in large ftims. And they who were 
once thieves, vagabonds, and half-ftarved for want 
of comfortable lodging, food and clothing, are now 
' as induftrious, pious, and charitable perhaps as any 
in the kingdom. 

I AM 
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I AM not ftire that all thefe oMervations occurred, 
or that all thefe fafts were communicated to me, 
as I travelled between Blair- Atholl and Logleraity 
But, one is infenfibly led from one part of a coun- 
try, and from one particular clafs of tte drcumr 
fiances of fociety in it, to es^t^rid one's enquiries 
and refleftions to other parts and other circutoftan- 
ces which are conneifled by any firengtb of relation 
j^ith thofe people. 

The fine fituation of one gentleman's hou(e on 
fhc north-eaftern bank of the Tummel ftruck me 
particularly.' Its n?^mc I learned to be Dy/arfj and 
that its proprietor was a Mr Butter. This houfe 
ftands clofe upon the bank o^ the river, in a fitua« 
tion where the windings of the^Us leave a finall cir- 
cular plain, beautifully level and verdant. Through 
this plain the river meanders iri a fine waving line ; 
direfting its couiie firft clofe to the bottom of the 
weftcrn hiti, fo as to leave the whole breadth ^f the 
plain uabrdcen in the eaftern fide ; and then, with 
an altered direSion, prefiing againft the bafe of th« 
eaftern hill, fo as to leave the remainder of the plain 
unbrokeh^ on the weftern fide. Mr B*8 houfe 
ftands od' the eaftern divifioh'of this little plain. It 
is. forrounded on all hands with thick wood. ; In- 
deed, I could Ti,ot help thinking, that the ptneft 
which concealed it from the highway were Ioq 
' thick. 
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JChick, and feemed to hide this fweet fpot withanlQ* 
gree of invidious jealonfy from the gaze of the t»- 
yeller. 

The whole jof this port of Strath-Tummd was cf 
ithefame charaifter : hills, riling here and there, wi- 
thin the lofty ranges of naountains indofing it^; 
ibuts, and round them, larger ox iiq[iaUer fields of 
Cultivated land ; ^ots of meadow here and therp 
decorating the banks of the river : Wood profufdy 
ibattj^red ov^r the whple fcenes ; Qpw and then a 
houie appearing which be^ke the sefidence of ibmc 
fuperior family.; the river now qioyLjig with a 
imooth and g^t}^ cpurfd throu^ the mead and 
pver a.pebbkd channd^ and then foaming and pou- 
ring impetuoufly sonong ^4)cks which pbftruded its 
current, or confined its b^d ; cattle feeding in the 
vale and pn .the low<^: dedivities of the hills ; ruftic^ 
<)f all ages bufily eoiplqyed in the labours.of the fea-^ 
fon, or tending the cattle ; and over all, that fo^ 
(:olourmg lof melancholy difiufed, which g^yes it^ 
peiiifive pkafure^ tp ending Autumn* 

At Logier^t, the Tu,mmd joins the Tay. irn^ 
fuediatdy above the point.of jundipn is a ferry- 
boat, by which the traveller pafles towards Tay- 
month. At Logierait, the Tummel runs with 
j;reat flrength of ftream. The boatnoen are oblige4 
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tO' rbV in* a fbnding diredion, up and down thei 
i4v)^9 in paffing between die oppofite bankd ; and on/ 
^e weftem iidej the bsatnk idfes f6 precipitoufly over 
the ftreain, that it is extremely difficult to land the^ 
Ipaflengers, or moor the boat; 

Landiko on the weftem bank of the Tummc!^ 
Pwas defirous to refrefli myfelf and my horfes. I had 
beeh told that fome. tolerable atcommodation might 
be obtained foF a few minutes, at the boatman's 
houfe. I entered the houfe. It exhibited a fcenc 
of naftinefe and fimplicity which convinced me that 
the primitive manners of my country were not eve- 
ry where loft./ It was. a low, fmoky hut, the door 
of which could hardly be entered without creeping, 
TUt thatched roof was notrain-proof; and all the 
rafters were dropping an inky fluid. On each fide 
of the door, a partition ran through the houfe i 
It was formed of ftakes driven into the ground, in- 
terwoven with twigs^ or wfllow-branches, and the 
whole plaftered, on both fides, with day. This 
iimpie partition had like the' roof, fuffered by the 
Mijiiries of time'; the clay was here and there bro- 
ken off*; and the wooden part of the partition feem- 
ed to have decayed through rottennefs. One end 
e£ the houfe was appropriated to the purpofes of a 
bedroom^ Itore-room, cellar, pantry, and apart- 
ment fof the aaonunodation of ilrangecs« It wece 

hard 
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hard to fay whether damphefs^ dirt, or diforder 
feetn^d to predominate moft in it. The other was 
the kitchen ; and into it I entered; Here was 1 
finoking fire in the middle of the floor. I am not 
fure whether or not there might be a hole in the 
roof for the difcharge of fmoke. If there were, it 
was certainly inadequate to the purpofe ; for the 
Imoke was diffiifed through the kitchen, fo as tcr 
obfcure it with almoft palpable darknefe. Immedi- 
ately around the fire was a finall fphere within which 
the darknefs was vifible. Here fat the miftrefs of the 
femily, with feverd of her children befide her. The 
good woman was dirty, black, and overgrown, and 
feemed juft Sir John Falftaff" in petticoats. Th^ 
thildren wefe half hakcd; and dirty, but with health 
and chterfulnefs in their looks.' They converfed 
together in Gaelic* I addrefled the mother. Shd 
tould fpeak a little, and but a very little broken Eng- 
glifli ; the children neither fpoke nor Underftood sfc 
fyllable of Engliih. In compliance with my requcft 
for refrefliment, the good woman fooix produced 
her whifky bottle, vnth bread and cheefe* To mea-* 
fure out the whifky, flic brought a tin Jfoup which 
by frequent ufc, by the impreflion of the fmoke, 
and by the religious reverence with which, it had 
been kept facred from any thing like rinfing or wafli- 
ing, had aflumed a hue fomething between a dirty 
browKi; and a jet hldxk. It was, at the fame time 

marked 
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tn^ked with many a dimple ; and waB deprived of 
Its lid, to ihew, that it v^as to be always — either 
filling or emptying* With this veffel was produced 
a glafs which through long and faithful fervice had 
loft its only leg and foot ; but to guard it againft 
ifuthre accidents, ^hat remained was thickly coated 
over with a mixture of foot and duft, wrought with 
whilky into a c6ment. It were tedious to defcribe 
it length, the cheefe, the cakes, the plate, and the— ^ 
but there was no table : The good woman gave all 
but thie botrie into my hands ; and the botde Ihe 
detained in her lap. But, even this fare was agree-, 
ble ; for it had rained heavily at times, as we rode 
between Blair, and the ferry ; and the exercife o£ 
nding, with the keen air of AthoU had fharpened 
toy appetite. I cut down the cheefe, therefore; the 
gi)od woman poured out her whifky ; the childrca 
Ihared of the bread and cheefe; and the mother par- 
took of the whilky fo liberally as to convince me 
that her predileftioh for this cordial muft have con- 
tributed confiderably to the enlargement of her bulk. 
Every thing was new and firiking* The fcene was 
fimple as the hut of a favage ; there was the fame 
fgualid naftinefs, the fame afped of vigorous health, 
and the fame cheerful, kind hofpitality, as fociety 
is faid to prefent in its fimplcft and rudeft forms. I 
was, in coniequence, more gratified than I ihould 
have been ih-a more commodious inn, and with bet- 
.,.VoL. I. Ff ter 
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eer entertainment. ' And before I had time to b«' 
difgufted, my fervant having alfo obtained refxefli*. 
ment for the horfes and himfelf, called me to pro- 
ceed on my journey • 

We proceeded ; pafling, at about a fliort mile'*^ 
diftance forward, through a village, in which many 
fnug new houfcs were rifing. Tlie name of the viU 
lage I have forgotten* The church and one or two 
ather buildings 'had an* ancient, venerable afpecl. I 
fliould fuppofe that the thriving condition of thi$ 
village may be owing either to the cotton or the 
linen manufacture, t was now again in Strath-Tay. 
!Even here, where the Tay has not yet been augi 
mented by the acceffion of the wattrs of the Turn* 
mel and the Almond, it is a noble, majeftic ftream. 
The ftrath is here a rich traft of cultivated ground. 
Even by the appearance, on the fides of the road, 
where the ground' was cut, itwaseafyto fee, that 
the foil was rich and deep* The fields were divid- 
ed by good ftone fences. The corn which was here 
chiefly in the ftiock, feemed to be a plentiful crop, 
and indeed extremely abundant in proportion to the 
extent of ground which it had covered. Here and 
there were fields of turnips; the appearance of which 
proved to me that the farmers in this diftrift, had 
carried their attention to the management of blacic 
oattle farther. than to the merercaring of them. Oa 

ail 
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2EI hands appeared crowds bufy in digging or plough- 
ing up their potatoes, if not in cutting down corn* 
This was not the feafon in which to fee cultivated 
ibqnes like thefe, to the beft advantage. And yet, I 
know not if they fliould have appeared more enliven- 
ed, or could have fuggefted a greater variety, or a 
more interefting train of refleftion concerning the 
modes and the progrefs of human induftry ijj .the 
Hiore garilh ieafons of Spring or &ummei:. 

It was now late in the afternoon. The late ve- . 
^erable looking houfe which I remember to have 
notice dwas the houfe of Balleghau^ fituated in the^ 
hollow of a hill, on the northern fide of the high- 
way, embowered among trees, and having around, 
it antique-looking walls and hedges, which with, 
tthe growth of the trees, concurred to convince me, 
±hat it had been a place of fome confequence, at fome 
diftance of time b<Lckwards. 

Here, too, Gaeficls the language chiefly fpdken. 
The fiUibeg, and the bonnet , if not always the plaid , arc 
commonly worn. Tartans are highly efteemcd; and 
the colours are indeed fo well dyed, and intermingled 
with fuch tafte, that I can hardly conceive any fancy 
dreis more becoming and handfome. The Jx)raiets 
are not manufadured here. The miftrefb of every- fa- 
Ijiily fpins and dyes the yarn of which the tartans 
• F f 2 are 
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are woven. I fhould think that if this fpccies of 
woollen ftuflF, were, any where, prepared in fuffici- 
cnt quantity, the ufe of it could not well fail to be- 
come more fafliionable. And, if the exportation 
were encouraged, it mi^l^t bring in a confiderablc 
income to this country. 

It was dark ere we reached the bridge of Aber- 
feldy^-. The bridge has been not long erefted. Its 
arches I did not count. The Tay is here dill broad 
and deep/ Pillars are rzufed at equal diftaqces upon 
the fide? of this bridge, Thqy have been intended, 
I doubt not, to ornament it; but their form is fuch 
as to give them the air rather of lamp-pofts than of 
ornamental pillars. Here is a confiderable and in- 
creafing village occupied chiefly by labourers in 
the cotton-manufa^ure. Such yillages one delight^ 
to find fcattered over a country ; for a country is 
more benefited by the manufadlures, when the ma- 
nufafturers are difperfed over it in hamlets and vil- 
lages, than when ^ey are ^ffembled together, in 
great towns. 

Although it was night, Iwas,however, to proceed 
to Kenmore. The darknefs was doubly mortifying to 
me : There was danger of wandering aftray upon 
an unknoAvn road : and I could not enjoy the prof* 
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fftft of the fine ftrath, and of the impending lulls, 
as I advanced. 

I WAS now in the midft of the Grampian motinr 
tains. The recoUeftion of ancient Caledonia, and 
of the conteft between the Romans and its Celtic 
inhabitants was, in thefe fcenes unavoidable. I wasf 
at no great diftance from Fortingalj where is ftill tra- 
ced the fcene of a battle fought between the Ro- 
ibans and the ancient Caledonians ; or rather per- 
haps the remains of a camp where Roman forces 
might be for fome time Rationed . The Grampian 
mountains formed a natural barrier by which the 
ancient inhabitants of thefe regions were inacceffi* 
)>ly prot^ded againft the progrefs of the Roman in- 
Valion. Among thofe mountams, feveral are of a 
^pendous height. Shehallion rifes to the height 
^f more than three thoufand and five hundred feet 
above the level of the fea. In thefe regions the hun- 
ter-life feems to have firft giv^n place gradually to 
that of the fliepherd and the rude warriour inter- 
mixed : and, as the decay* of the forefts, and the 
gradual*extermination of the wild animals which in- 
habited them rendered it impoflible to procure the 
means o^ fubfiftence in this manner j they turned 
themf<^ves, by degrees, to the domeftication and 
^ tendency and feeding the more gentle and trac- 
table of thofe animals« And now, lince they have 

?lccuftowed[ 
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accuftomed themfelves to fettled habits of life, thcf 
have found the refources of the fliepherd infufficient, 
hy themfelves, to furnifh the neceffaries and conveni- 
cncies of life. Hence, in time, fome fliare of ap- 
plication to agriculture. Agricultural induftry, 
while it is the moft fevere, has been found to be^ 
at the fame time, the moft produftive. Hence have 
the little gardens which were at firft inclofed in thefc 
parts, been extended, infenfibly, into crofts. The- 
crofts came to be included within larger parks. And 
the plough 5md the fpade ftUl extended their con- 
^uefts, till the whole arable ftraths were converted 
into n^eadpws and .corn-fields. Agriculture feems 
likely to make yet confiderable progrefs in thefe 
parts. Limeftone every where abounds. The re- 
putation of agriculture, as an ufefol and honourable 
ijiode of induftry is faft rifing in this country. It 
will make a more rapid progrefs, as it is at the fame 
time favourable if not to the breeding, at leaft to 
the feeding and fiittening of black cattle. If the 
proprietors of thefe lands fiiall be induced to fpread 
plantations of fuitable trees, over their more un* 
fheltered grounds ; If they fliall gradually encou- 
rage their tenants to inclofe thofe fields which arc 
fufceptible of tillage j If they fliall apply themfelves 
to open up the country by adding parifli-roads to the 
excellent highways which run, at prefent, through 
tj^c Highlands j and efpecially, if they fliall give th? 

teiianti 
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tenants an intereft in the improvement of thei? 
farms, by favouring then^with long leafes, upon rents 
rififlg at certain periods in the progrefs of the leafe; 
Agriculture may yet make, in thefe wild diftricfes, a 
progrefs, the extent and perfeftion of which can 
hardly be well conceived, at prefent. I think it 
higWy probable, that this happy change will, in due 
time, bie accompliflied, through thofe means. The 
fpirit of the times is turned to urge on the career of 
induftry in every direftion. Science and labour 
have combined to improve every branch of manu- 
fafture, and at the fame time, to extraft from the 
earth every ufeful produftion, Ihe can be forced ta 
yield. The progrefe, above related, of civility and 
induftry in Rannoch, fince the year 1745, proves 
how highly fufceptible are thefe regions and their 
inhabitants of improvement. 

Among other difadvantages which I fufFered by 
riding between Logierait and Kenmore, by night, 
was, tl|e lofs of the fight of the feat of the Heads o£ 
the ancient clan of Menzies^. Woods rife boldly a- 
bove Cattle Menzies; and the gray rocks which 
£hew themfelves between, prefent a fine contraft to 
the fofter beauties of the vale below. The remains 
€t an hermitage are to be feen, at fome difiance up 
the impending hill. The native rock afforded twa 
ides- ta this building : to whicli were added two 

othersj. 
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Others, of mafon-work. Hither, foihe centuriei 
iincc, did the Chief of this family retire, in difguft^ 
from the world } after refigning his fortune to i 
younger Brother. 

The road was ftiil excellent. It rained, indeed^ 
at times. Yet, the journey waS as little difagree^ 
able, as a journey^ by night, and in the end of a 
i-ainy autumn can well be fuppofed. We, at length, 
entered Lord Breadalbahe's domains. Even tinder 
the darknefs of night, I was agreeably ftruck with 
the vaft trees, the ndble park-walls, the opening 
lawns, and the dark figures of ftraying cows and 
deer, which faintly marked thefe fcenes to the view. 
The way to Kenmore branched oiF from tlie great 
toad, and paffed direftly through his Lbrdfliip's 
park^; The gates werfe readily opened. The por* 
ters and others direfted us on our Way with an at- 
tention and civility which Teemed to befpeak.the 
charafter of the mafter whom they ferved. Our 
reception at the inn at Kenmore was no lefc kind 
and attentive. The accommodations which Lord 
Breadalbane's care has here provided, exceed what 
the traveller experts to meet with in a region fo fe- 
queftered and furrounded with fuch dreary environs. 
The landlord, too, or landlady (I have forgotten 
which) is Englifh. The fervants arc indeed High- 
landers, and the waiters wear fillibegs : but are not 

lefi 
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lefs chearfuUy and aftively attetitive, than the &- 
percilious and foppifli attendants at the inns and 
tivcrns in great cities. 



Kenmore^ TAYMourn^ and to Killin. 

An ornamented and cultivated fqene is peculiarly 
plcafing to the mind, when it bccurs in a country o£ 
t^rhich the general afpeft is wild and barren. The 
grand and the terrible Ibfe their power to elevai:e 
or overawe the mind, where they hold an excluftve 
empire, without fuffering thie beautiful and the gen- 
tle to infihuate into competition with them. Where 
cultivation and ornament have foftened every fea- 
ture of a country ; the fpeftator becomes indiflFerent 
to their beauties, and longs for the terrible and the 
fiiblime 5. the bleak heath, the frdwning rock, the 
roaring cataraft. 

On this principle, is it, as 1 fliould fuppofe, that 
the toui* of the Highlands of Scotland has become 
fafliionable. Here is much of the wilder fccnery of 
nature. But, thefe wild fcenes are interfperfed 
with various fpots of ornament and cultivation ; 
which fet them off by contraft : aiidthe ornamented 
grounds of the great proprietors appear here, by 
the lame qontraft, to extraordinajy advantage } like 

Vol. L C S ^ 
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the white teeth of a negro, fet off by the darknefs 
of his face. 

Another obfervation which naturally occun to* 
the traveller through the Weft Highlands, is, that 
fcenes of wild grandeur and natural magnificence 
are the bell fituatibns for the feats of men of great 
fortune. Therfe is • a fort of analogy by which all 
the different fpecies of greatnefs are allied to each 
other. A wide and copious ftream produces a bet- 
ter efFeft, than a fcanty rivulet, at the bafe of a 
broad and lofty mountain. A Palace requires a 
more extenfive domain than an ornamented farm- 
houfe. In the fame manner, too, a ftately palace, 
and the expence which a vaft fortune affords to be 
laid out in ornamenting the Jfcenes of nature — accord 
better with places, wher^ nature Ihews herfelf in her 
grander afpeds, and where the utmofl force of art is 
requifite, to fubdue her obftinacyj: — than with thofe 
rcTfions where fhe alTumes a milder and more fami- 
Mar form. Villas, ornamerited farms, and gentie- 
men's houfes of no extraordinary magnificence p!;o- 
duce the befl effed on level downs, in verdant vales, 
and on the fides of flowly- Hoping, green hills. In 
fuch fituations as DunkeW, Blair- AthoU, Taymouth, 
ior Inyerary, they would be like the eyes of a pjg- 
my in the fockets of a.Coloj3iis.^ 

SvdB 
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"Such refleftions arofc in my mind, as I walk- 
ca out, in the morning, after breakfaft, to view 
Lord Breadalbane's ornamented grounds, round his 
feat of Taymouth. One of the firft objefts which drew ^ 
my notice, was Lodh-Tay, clofe upon the eaftern 
extremity of which the vill;^g6 of Kenmore ftands. 
This lake is fnll fixtecn miles in length. Its breadth 
varies ; but is commonly cftimated at one mile. It is 
ftid to be, in many places, an hundred fathoms deep. ' 
In its length it winds fo'as to take a form not unlike 
the letter S. It is furrounded by vaft hills, whofe de-^ 
clivities bound it fometimes by a gentler, and fome- 
times by a more abrupt flope. Its borders are here 
and there fringed with young wood which rifes, in « 
fome places to a eonfiderable extent up the hills. 
Cornfields, in many places, diverfify, in an agree- 
able manner, the afpeft of thefe fcenes.- In other- 
places, nothing meets the eye but an extenfive wild, 
dad with fliort, ftunted heath, Loch-Tay is among 
the largeft lakes of frcfh water in Britain. A greats 
multitude of ftreams increafe its waters with their' 
tribute. Although it has no known communica-' 
tion with the fea, its waters have fometimes been ' 
remarkably agitated with motions not u^ilike the 
clbbing and flowing of the tide. Philofopher^ hav-e - 
been curioufly eager to record this phasnomenon 
and invcftigate its caufe. But, it has been, too lel- 
4oni, tif yet, obferved, and the natural hiftory oP 
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the lake is too imperfeftly kno\|^n in all its circum^ 
fiances^ to admit, at pr^fent, of any fatisfaclory fo- 
liation. Hfow many of the phsenornena of the earth 
and ocean muft remain, in our view, anomalous 
and unaccountable, fo long as we cappot penetrate 
through the bowels of the former, or explore the 
depths of the latter ?-r-This lake abounds with fifh- 
es ; pike, perch, falmon, char, trout, famlets, min* 
nows, lampries, and eds; of the tro^ts fome hav^ 
been caught, which w^ghed thirty pounds. Diffe- 
rent fpecies of filhes,ai;e peculiar tq the different 
ends of the lake. The moft valuable are taken at 
the north-weftern end. The inn-keeper at Killin 
informed me, that he was obliged by the conditions 
of his tack^ to fupply I>ord Breadalbane's table, with 
fome fi&es which abound there, but are not to be 
met with in. the neighbourhood pf Kenmore. 

Close on the v?rge of the lake ftands the church 
of Kenmore ; a neat building, decently fitted up, 
within. Between the church and the outlet where 
the Tay iffuqs from the lake, is, a fmall boat-houfe, 
which has fomewhat of the air of s^ ruflic chapel. 
Juft as the Tay leaves the lake, it is covered with. a. 
handfome bridge which afiiprds a paffage to the nor- 
thern fide of the Loch. At fome fmall difi;ance a- 
bove the bridge, as you advance to the northrweft, 
along^the northern Ihore, is an iile, which was once 
'' ' " *• ^' '.'' " '■' ""' the 
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tie fite of a priory, and inh^bited.by monks* The 
ruifls of the priory remain ; and ar^ (haded by fomq 
venerable trees ; among which i§ a Guine or b^ck 
cherry tree, the circumferential mesdurement of 
which is, at the height of four feet from the ground, 
not lefs than ten feet, three inches. Within this 
ifle the Campbells of Breadalbane defended them^ 
felves againft th|5 gallant Marquis of Montrofe, in 
the civil wars qf the laft century, A fliot from the 
|)efieged had nearly wounded or flain the royalift 
CQmmapder. In his rage, he wafted their territories 
with fire and the fword. Their recefs, too, was 
taken and garrifoned. But, in 1 654, it was retaken 
by General Mon^, 

Such is the profpeft from that end of the village 
where, it is bounded by the lake : the ws^ters of the 
lake for a ^eat e:i^tent ; on either fide, rifing hills, 
dad, on the fore-ground, at leaft, with wood j o^ 
one; haijid, this ifle, on which the remains of anti- 
quity ftill command tp it a degree of folemn yoienu 
tion; on the other, fpme corn-fields^ and one or 
two decent farm.houfe§ : perhaps a boat or two may 
a^ci^^utally animate the ftill fcene of the lake. 

I HAP, by the advice of the people of the inn, 
^t to Lord Breadalbane's ganje-keeper^ who is pcr^ 
nutted ^y^ ^^ Lordfcip, to guide ilrangers through 

his 
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his grounds, and to the different curiofities in the 
.environs. As I was^ gaziing on the lake, he arrived. 
I followed him through a gate to virhich he had a 
key, and foon found myfelf in Lord Breadalbane'$ 
park, on the bank of the Tay. Thefe grounds are 
finely diverfified by naturd or artificial inequalities 
of the furface ; and by the varied difpofition of noble 
avenues and clumps of trees. The mafs of water 
which fills the channel of the river, and the narrow 
extent of unbroken level ground on the bapk re- 
quire its effeft to be foftened by intervening trees. 
Noble rows of trees, in fome places fo thick and 
dark as almoft to hide the ftream — are accordingly 
planted all along the edge of the wiiter. Where the 
plain fwells into gentle eminences, the fummit of 
each is fo marked, as to be rendered a fuitable point 
for the termination, and the renewal of a walk. 
Where the lawn opens, Virginian, and fallow-deer, 
with fome few roes are feen fpDrting or grazing 
upon it. Here is a wider and more ornamented j 

lawn than at either Dunkeld or Blair- AthoU : And, 
that,— overhung as it is on two fides by lofty moun- i 
tains, and Ikreened with wood, — it may not have 
too blank and faint an effeft, in proportion to the 
other parts in the fcene ; ftngle trees are fcattered 
here and there, over it. Many of thefe are among 
the finefl: I have ever feen : they are, I think, oaks, 
elms, and chefnuts, and perhaps of fome other fpe- 

cies. 
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«i€s, befide thefe. The various fwells of the furfacey 
the arrangement of the trees, and the dire(9ions ia 
which the walks are condufted, prefent almoft every 
beautiful modification of the waving line. — This 
was not the feafon to fee thefe foft, and ornamented 
fcenes in the full flufh of coloured beauty. But, 
even in the fickly hues of declining autumn, I 
thought them charmingi 

One of the mo^ admired objefts is an avenue of 
venerable limes ; extending four hundred and fifty 
yards in length. The tops of thefe unite with a 
fpherical angle, like that which marks the roof, 
doors, and windows of a Gothic palace. Somebody 
has wifely conjeftured, that from fuch natural, ve- 
getable arches, was the idea of the arch in Gothic 
Architefture firft taken. If fuch arching w^ilks 
were common, I might, indeed, be induced to adopt 
the opinion. But, having never feen fuch another, 
and never having heard ifrom men more familiar 
than myfelf, with the vegetable world, that thefe 
phacHomena are frequent in it : I am rather inclined 
to fufped, that the arch in which the; trees of this 
avenue join their fummits, may be artificial, in a 
good meafure, and that the idea of giving them this 
bent may have been taken from the forms of Gothic 
architefture. They are of that age in which it was 
e&eemed the perfedion of Tafte in Gardening ta 
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prune vegetables into the fentaftic figures of Afii- 
mals, and of all the oddeft pfodu6tions of Art. Had 
I met with fuch an avenue in the middle of an ex- 
tenfive, natural foreft, I might have fuppofed what 
is peculiar iii it to have been the untutored work of 
iiature accidentally imitating art. But, in this fitii- 
ation, one cannot, without extreme fimplicity, con^ 
ceive fuch a fancy of it. 

The hbuie bf Taymouth, to which this walk 
leads, is a noble, although not quite a modern one. 
It was firft built by Sir Colin Campbell of Lochow^ 
ivho died in the yeatr 1583. Its original nime wa^ 
Ballocb caftle. It was, in original ftru6hire, I be^ 
lievCj literally a caftle. Subfeqiieht improvements^ 
With the change of mlfiliei^, and the alteration of I 
the tafte in architefture, have divefted it of its caf- | 
tellated form, and enlarged it with the addition of I 
two wings. It fronts the fouth-weft. I had hot art J 
Opportunity of viewing all the apartments; for 
fome part of the family were at this time in the 
. houfe. Thofe into which I was admitted, pleafed 
me as fpacious and elegant. But, I cannot think 
them equal to the piiblic rooms at Blair- AthoU. 

The paintings afe among the chief ornaments of 
the houfe of Tay. mouth. Being unlkilled in the 
technical beauties of painting, I could not enjoy 

the 
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the landfcapes and hiftory pieces in this collcftion fo 
much as I could have wifhed. The portraits arc 
tiumerous, and preferve the features of not a few of 
the more eminent charaders ia the Britiih hiftory. 
Among thefe are portraits of John Lefly, Duke of 
Rothes,-^of James, firft Marquis, and afterwards 
Duke of Hamilton,— K)f William, Earl Mafhall,*— of 
Thomas, Lord Binning,— of John, Earl of Mar; — of 
Sir Robert, and of Sir John Campbell of Glenorchiej 
all men of diftinftion in the middle of the laft cen- 
tury. Here are alfo portraits of two illuftrious kro- 
ihtts who aftcd a diftinguiflied part in the unhappy 
times of Charles I ; Henry, Earl of Holland, and 
Robert, Earl of Warwick ; the former £aid to have 
been, at one time, a favourite with Henrietta, Char- 
les's queen ; the latter, an adherent of the Parlia- 
ment, of Cromwell, and of the Puritans; who with 
the worft principles and the moft profligate conduflr^ 
contrived, however, to acquire, and to maintain 
the charafter of a Godly Man. Here is alfo a por- 
trait of John, the firft Earl of Breadalbane, whofe 
unfuccefeful policy, and refentment, produced the 
Inaffacre at Glencoe, the difgrace of King William's 
reign. 

One of the laft pieces added to this coHeftion, 
is a painting by the celebrated Gavin Hamilton, on 
the fubjeft of Scipio reftoring the fair Spanifli <;ap- 
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tive ttf Ber patents and betrothed hufband. TBc' 
forms, the attitudes, the colours, the expreflion in? 
. *his piece are all admirable. It is the moft exxjuifite 
of enjoyments even to a perfon deftitute of taftc' 
m painting, to gaze on fuch a piece. Hamilton's 
ideas of female beauty feem not quite the fame with 
thofe of our admired Reynolds. His female faces 
are not fo rouhd or plump* Reynolds's beauties have 
fbmething more fenfual and luxurious in their af- 
pe&: Hamilton's have fomewhat more of feminine' 
delicacy and of tend^ fentiment in the form and' 
air of their features. I reiliembe!* meeting twa 
<Bhildrdn, a boy and a girl, near Logierait, whofe- 
feces feemed' to hiave' beeii: caft in the very fame 
Ijxould as Reynolds's Venus : I fhall hereafter have 
Occafion to mention, that at Hamilton, near Glaf- 
gow, are faces, jufl: fuch as might ferve for pat- 
terns to G. Hamilton ; his fepiale forms feem only 
ib man^jt portraits of the lafle^ o£ Hamilton. 

. Aii Album v& kept at the houfe of Taymotith, ia 
which travellers admitted to fee it, are required tor 
ipfert their names. Looking over the lift of the 
names of thofe whofe vifits to Taymouth were here 
recorded, I faw here and there a fentence added, 
expreffive of the high delight with which the fub- 
{priber had viewed the houfe, and furveyed the fur- 
wounding grounds. I obferved,, however^ nO' ver-* 
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^s, nor any Latin or Greek infcriptions. I had feen 
rcnough to charm me ; but not feeling upon me the 
ipirit of panegyric, I contented myfelf with barely 
fiibfcribing my name, as the greater ^lumber of the 
:prior fubfcribers appeared to ' have done. I found 
Lord Breadalbane*s fervants more obftinately refok 
•ved agaihft receiving any pecuniary gratification for 
•their attentions, than thofe about any other great 
iioufe which I ha^re had occaiion to vilit in the fame 
inanner. 

Leaving the houfe, I was led acrofs the lawn, 
xnd up an oppofite hill, divided from it by the high- 
way. The declivity of this hill is covered with fine 
trees, chiefly pines. Upon the edge of the highway 
are fome nobk chefnut trees, which, if unviolated 
by the axe, may perhaps grow to riviil m fize the 
chefnut* trees of Mount Etna. A good way up tbcf 
hill appears the root of a tree of vaft circumference, 
which was, I know not hoW many years fince, de^. 
racinated by the fury of the winds : The fpace which 
its roots had occupied, appears a cavern :of no inj 
confiderable depth and widenefs. Farther up the 
hill, is, what is called- a fort^ moiTnted with fome 
finall carlnons which are fired upon occafions of re- 
joicing. From this ftation, the beholder enjoys ^ 
^Sharming profpefl: of the lawn below, the lake, the 
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river, the oppofitc hilk, and the loftieft peaks of 
the Grampian mo]antaing riling in diftant perfpedivc^ 

Descending the declivity of the hill, by paths, 
winding among the wood with which it is covered, 
we again crofled the road, traverifed the la\i'ti, and paf- 
fed by a beautiful Chinefe bridge to the North-Eaft of 
the river. Here is a charming walk, immediately 
over the bank; it i$ fteep, but clad with fine and 
thriving trees which prevent it from giving any 
thing of a rugged appearauce to the fcene^ 

From this walk, we proceeded through the fields tQ 
the neck of the loch, where the bridge is thrown oyer 
the river ; and by it returned tq the inn. I mull 
confefs^ that, if any circumftance could have made 
me lament the late period in the feafon, at which I 
travelled, it was the fight of thefe beautiful fcenes, 
and the reflection", how much more beautiful they 
muft Undoubtedly appear in Spring, Summer, and 
early Autumn. The fituation is naturally a happy 
one for a nobleman's feat, and ornamented grounds. 
And I cannot conceive how tafte could well do more 
than has here been done, to improve the advanta- 
ges of nature. Since the diftant mountains are 
bleak and bare, the neareft hills are with great judge- 
ment clad with wood. The trees are of the talldil:, 
^teUdt dwr^fter, (uiting the vicinity of the feat 
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•f an ancient, . noble, and opulent family. The ex- 
^ttent of the level ground gives an advantage which 
neither the fcenes about Dunkeld, nor thofe round 
Bhir-Athbll afford. The fingle trees fqittered over 
the plain are neceffary to give it ftrength of cffeft 
proportionate to that of the adjacent fcenery. Tho 
air of the btiildingbefpeaks the antiquity of the fami* 
ly, and fuits, at the fame time, the' charafter of the 
country in which it fiands. The arched, or Berceau 
walk, is a poble mpnument of the tafte of former 
times in thefe matters. Every fuitable advantage i$ 
taken of the river; and the whole fcenes are acconti* 
modated as they well can be, to the mixed character 
^f grandeur and beauty which diftipguifhcis the lake^ 

I AM indined to fancy that the.viUs^ge of Ken- 
more may hereafter become the feat of fome floiu ' 
iriihing manufadure. It may prove a cotton*manu«> 
facture ; I fhoyld rather wifh, that it were of fpmq 
fort of wooljen fhiff- I b^eve, that our moft en* 
lightened medical men are inclined to think that we; 
ufe woollens as an article of drels lefs than we might 
with advantage, do. How many of the diieafes 
with which we are chiefly infefted, are fuch as ori- 
gihate in colds ? Woollens, in our climate would be a 
better prefervation aglinft thefe than any other fort 
pi drtfs. I fhQuld wiflb, therefore, that the conduce 
Jors of our woollen manufaftyres, a^d the leaders of 
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the falhion, would uiiitc their influence to turn -Ac 
national tafte in drefe and the bent of its induftry^ 
more than they are at prefent, to the making and 
the wearing of woolleij ftujffs. I fliould imagine 
chat the fabrics of woollens, might be as much di- 
verfified as thofe of linens, of cottons, and of filks ; 
and the capriqesof hShion might thus be fufficiendy 
gratified. No manu£»&ures are fo natural to a coun- 
try as thofe for which it produ^ces the raw materials. 
The encouragement of the woollen manufa^hire be- 
comes a matter of th^ ^eatcr <:Qnfequence to the 
Highlands, fince flieep have been adopted as a mor^ 
profitable fpecies of live-ftock than black-cattle. 
Much greater numbers of fheep are already fed 
through the Highlands; their numbers are annually 
augmented. Now, If the wool couki be wcought 
up at home; k might be exported, with much great* 
cr advantage to the country, in a manufaftured^ 
than in a raw ftate. A manufadure of xx>arfe car- 
peting, of frize, of coarfe broad-cloth, of tartans^ 
of ftockings,'of flannels, or of worfted fluffs mighty 
ki this cafe, be eftablifiied with ^eat^advantage, at 
Eeiimorci. 

Black cattle form ftill perhaps toa confide- 
rabk a part of the live-ftock kept by the farmers in 
this neighbourhood. They are fold ofly at certaiiai 
ages^ te drovers fyom the Ik>w Country, of Scotland 
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afkd froxjl England; or pethajls driven to the c^ttle^ 
aarkets in Scotland and England by dealers from 
thie country where they are bred. The prices vary 
with age;> fiae, fhape, feafon, and various other cir- 
cumftances. 

Managers of Iheep from Clydcfdale, and other 
feuthcrn countries, have, within thcfe laft ten of 
twelve years, begun to refort eagerly to the High* 
lands. They have obtained, in many places, long 
leafes from the proprietors' c^ the lands, in thefe 
parts-^t rents much higher than were before paid 
for the fame farms,— fuch as no HigWandman could 
pay, by the old pr^diice of farming,— yet, fuch as 
thefe alien (hepherds have, by their modes of mana-« 
ging: live-ftock, been enabled to pay, and at the fame 
time, to enrich themfelves. Stocking their farms 
with iheep, infiead of black cattle, fmearing, feed- 
ing, and changing their flocks of fheep, in a man- 
ner peculiar to themfelves, and unknown to the old 
Highland farmers ; and felling them^ oflf at the befl 
markets : They have thus been enabled to make 
£bemingly unimproveable heaths and hills, afford a; 
much greater proportion of fubiiftence for humaa 
life, than was before obtained from them. 

These improvers, however, and the landlords 
wkofe grounds they have rented, have become on 

this 
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this fcore unpopular in the Highlands. The pr** 
judices of clanfhip have alttioft died away : Yet thtf 
Highlanders think it hard that a Highland Gentle- 
man fhould let his lands to aUranger, in preference 
to one of themfelvds, even When tempted by the of- 
fer of higher rent^ When excluded too from this, 
the only fpecies ofiiiduftry df which he is capable, a 
Highlandman has no other flbift to follow, but to leave 
the country. He cannot prevail with himfelf to imi- 
tate in the management of his farm the praftice of 
ft rangers. Hd cannot live upon it, if he manages it 
ho better than formerly. Thei*e is no trade or mjt- 
nufafture to which the old farmer can turn himfelf* 
He leaves the place. And his friends who remsun, 
complain, that the country is depopulated by the ava- 
rice of the landholders, and the intrufion of ftran^ 
gers. 

By infenfible ddgre^, howdv^i*, the Highland 
farmers learn to imitate the pra6tices of thofe ftran- 
gers whom they fee acquire opulence where they 
themfelves can barely fublift. They fiiid the fame 
management which enriches ftrangers, fucceed with 
themfelves. The proprietors of the lands retain ftill 
fo much of the old clanilh fpirit, that when a High* 
lander will pay the fame rent for a farm as a Lowland* 
er, the Highlander is always preferred. Nay at the 
expiration of a Lowlander's leafe, if the landlord can 
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poffibly find a Highlander to manage the farm upon 
the fame principles, and pay nearly the fame rent j. 
the Lowlander is fure to be diimifled. So that, the 
lower Highlanders have little reafon to complain of 
any unreafonable partiality in their landlords for 
ftranger tenants* Nay, a farmer from the Low 
Country is apt, not without caufe, to think himfdf 
extremely ill ufcd, when, ^ter having taught the. 
Highlanders the art of enriching themfelves, he isu 
immediately diliniflbd with contempt* 

One ground of cdmplaiiit, however, ftill remains, 
it is aflerted that many fewer families are maintain^ 
ed upon thofe farms in the Higlilands which have 
been turned into fheep* walks, than they afforded 
fubiiftence to, in their former more cultivated 
ftate. This idea has gone out through the whole 
kingdom : and I have met with many otherwife in« 
telligent and enlightened men who were, in this 
view, unfriendly to fuch a mode of improving the 
Highlands. 

Yet none futely, but fupetficiil thinkers, can fit 
down in the belief, that any ^cies of management 
which renders a country more produdive^ can be, 
in the whole, injurious to it. 

V0JL.L ^ li It 
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It may have been haftily alledged, but has neVcT 
been proved, or even coolly afferted, that the popu- 
lation of the whole ifland is diminilhed with the po- 
pulation of the Highlands of Scotland. The con- 
ttary is the true faft. Our population has increafed 
in other parts of the kingdom, in a much larger 
proportion than that in which: it may be pretended* 
to have here declined. The nation ha^ been, as it 
were, contrafting its relaxed forces, with atn ener- 
getic effort, into the centre ; from which it will foon^ 
expand them with new vigoun In places peculiar- 
ly favcmrable to trade, to manufactures and agricul- 
ture, and enjoying, at the fame time perhaps fome* 
accidental advantages, not reaching to thefe regions, 
—population has rapidly increafed within the prefent 
centfury. The profperity of thofe places, vdll, by 
degrees, raife the price of labour and of provifions,- 
and diminifli their induftry, and impair their heal- 
thinefs, — fo as to give fuch parts of the kingdom 
which are. now, in fome fort, de&rted and neglec- 
ted, comparative advantages that will attraf): to«them 
no fcanty fliare of the population and opulence 
which they muft till then want. — Thus have popu- 
lation, wealth, and induftry been always fpread, 
gradually over every country. Berwickfbire was 
the firft feat of improved agriculture in Scotland : 
Had not the tillage and crops of Berwickfhire been 
eagerly adopted in fcveral of the^ other more im« 
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5>roveablc counties in Scotland, it might have by 
degrees attrafted as great a crowd of the hufband* 
men of Scotland, as it could well contain. The 
iilk-manufadure originally eftabliflxed in Spittal- 
Jfields, came at length to be tried alfo at Paifley, Ha- 
lifax, and other places through Britain. The cot- 
.ton-manufadure came from England to Scotland,; 
and from thofe manufaduring towns in Scotland, 
in which it was firft tried, i$ faft finding its way 
^ver the whole country. Only introduce trade and 
induftry into a country : cheriih them where they 
have firft fixed themfelves, without adding to the 
jiatural dUadvantages of other places : They will, 
by degrees, diffufe themfelves, more or lefs, over . 
the country. Nor will their progrefs leave them 
Jefs energy in their primary feats. The richeft di£- 
trids of a kingdom will ever attrad popidation, to 
the difadvantage of the reft : But the heaped up 
fluid fooa returns to its level. 

Meanwhile, it is unreafonable to complain of 
the prefent depopulation of the Highlands of Scot- 
land. It is much more inconfiderable than has been 
Xaid. Thofe who are induced to leave the High- 
Jands, find employment elfewhere, without being 
obliged to forfake their country* By thofe modes 
of managing the lands, which are complained of as 
4cpopulating, maintenance is obtained from them 
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for a much greater number of mankind, than they 
could before maintain. And, all this maintenance 
is either confumed within the kingdom, or at leaft 
exchanged for commodities equally neceffary, which 
are confumed within it. The natural courfe of hu- 
man afiairs, and the exertions of individuals, and 
of aflbciated bodies, direfted to this particular pur- 
pofe will fhortly be feen to reftore to the Highlands!, 
that population which they may feem to have loft. 

The beauties of Lord Braidalbane's 0Fnam6nte4 
giounds, and the curiofities round this place are 
numerous above what I have mentioned. A her- 
mitage is one of the moft admired curiofities in 
thefe environs. I was not fo happy as to have time 
to vifit it. Some fine water-falls I faw, in all their 
grandeur. But, in this country, and at this time 
In the fcafbn, water-falls are fo numerous, as to lofe, 
to the imagination, much of the grandeur of thci^ 
appearance, and of the force of their effect. 



l^rom Kenmore to KiLf^iN^^ 

I Was, at length to leave fcenes with which I hacj 
been enchanted ; although I had feen them to' nearly 
the fame difadvantage, as if one fliould fee a Beauty 
|n her morning^-difhabille, while fixe were hardly yet 
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refrefhed by fleep, after the watching and £itigue 
of a ball. My original hope had been to reach In« 
verary, on this night. But, a confiderahle part o£ 
the forenoon was, by this time, confumed. It a•^ 
gain rained. The profpeft was dreary. The road 
by which I was to travd, not the moft level imagi- 
nable. I now therefore contented myfelf with the 
ldea» of prpceeding at leaft to Tyndrom, or Dalmal* 
ly, in the courfe of the afternoon. 

We mounted, and fet out. The road was not' 
bad. But, I cannot praife the profpeft. Even in 
the faireft feafon of the year, I fhould fuppofe, )that 
It muft feem bleak. The wood bears too fmall a 
>proportion, as well in quantity, as in growth, to 
the expanfe of the lake. The hills rife not over it 
with that awful abruptnefs, which imprefles the 
mind with fentiments of fublimity and wonder. 
The country, on either fide, fpreads but into a 
bleak heath,— -of that level on which the eye natu* 
rally expeds cultivation. When this level happens 
to virant cultivation, or to exhibit none but fcanty, 
meagre produfts of hufbandry, it never fails to com*, 
municate ideas of barrennefs and poverty. — ^The af- 
. peA of the farm-houfes adds to this effed. They 
are^ externally at leaft, almoft inconceivably poor 
and mean. The woods confift not of fuch ftately 
^f^ ^ thpfe in the parks at Taymouth. Birchef 
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luid dwarfifli pmes are the moft numerous.— A de^ 
ibreft might correfpond to the wildnefs of theft 
fcenesy and inveft it with grandeur. 3vt thefe trees 
.cannot* 

The cdrn appeared every where green, and unfit 
for the fickle. The latenefi of the feafon had, how- 
.ever, obliged the poor peafants to begin cutting it 
down ; as, after Oftober w:as confiderably advan* 
ced, they could have fmall topes of feeing it ripen 
So fcanty a crop cannot fupply, as I ihould think, 
nearly enough of grain for the fuftenance of the in- 
habitants. I know not well whether they? fupply 
themfelvcs with what additional corn or meal they 
may need, from the fquth-eaft, or from the norths 
weft. I believe, the corn^merchants and meal- 
mongers in Glafgow and Greenock import confid&- 
rable quantities of corn and meal annually into the 
Weft Highlands. 

Bleak and bare as was the country ; yet ki fomc 
jof the landfcapes which opened fucceffively to the 
^e in travelling along the fide of Loch-Tay, there 
•was fomewhat to ftrike, and to amuie a penfive 
mind. The bleak heath was commonly bounded 
by hills, either nearer, or more diftant. Thofe hills 
were crowned with mift. The fcenery of Ofiian 
IKOS fuggefted ;to the mind. Similar was .the face of 
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lie cotlntry, marked in his allufions and defcriptiong* 
The barrennefs and wildnefs of that country, is ftiU 
almoft the fame. The inhabitants are but little bet* 
ter provided with the cgnveniendes of life. Offian^ 
too, fpeoks oftener of the bare heath and the ftunt. 
cd fingle tree, than of the deep foreft. — ^With the 
remembrance of Offian thus fuggefted, the mind 
naturally recalled the kindred ideas of the maids 
and the her ,es whofe feats, whbfe loves, and whofc 
misfortunes he celebrates ; and of that ftrange pecu- 
liarity in their circumftances and manners, by Alv^hich 
fimplicity and refinement, rudenefs and delicacy 
were wonderfully united in them. 

There wks fomething animating, as well as 
foothing in this train of thought. Who- could^ 
think a country dreary, which had produced fuch 
heroes ? Who could allow his fpirits to fink under 
prefent inconveniende^, in a land in whith perhaps^ 
every moor, every ftream, and every hill had been 
diftinguHhed by the refidcnce, or by the deeds of a 
race of men, in ^om favage life feemed to triumph 
over aU the refinements of civility I- What native of 
Scotland could avoid feeling his heart fwell, wheo^ 
I^ to recoUeft the ancient glories of his country. 

There was fomcwhat of painful painful intermin- 
gled with thefewflediom* If theftate ofmatmers ro^ 
^ ' prefented 
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pre^nted in the poems of Offian ever aAually exifted^ 
aad if tlie people among whom it exifted were in cir-^ 
dimfbinces of poverty, and helpkfs artleflhels, as ha 
alfo reprefents : Ah ! why have the improvement* 
and refinements of civilized life, produced nothing 
more amiable or exalted in fentiment among men i 

As I proceeded, I met fome reapers whom tho 
rain had driven from their work. Bedrenched as 
I was with rain, I am fure that my appearance was 
not calculated to excite either refpeft or terror. 
But, in this wild country fo little are the inhabit 
tants accuftomed to the fight of ftrangers, that they 
face them with little le(s timidity, than the goats or 
roes which inhabit the fame hills* They left the 
road as I approached, and ikulked amosg a dtfm]^ 
of ftunted firs, till I had pafled« 

As we continued to advance nearer to Slillin, tttf 
eountjry ajQTumed fomewhat of a richer and more 
cultivated afpeft- The road lay farther down upon 
the border of the lake. In the fields were hillocks 
of peafe on the ft raw j and the corn was chiefly in 
ihocks. The foil feemed deep ; and the grs^ was 
of a dark«green colour. Some ancient trees added 
dignity, here and there, to the fcene. In one place 
the foil had been cut to a confiderable dejith, by the 
frequent adicm of thofe torr^ts, which, in fioitts 
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6( rain are precipitated from the adjacent hills. 
Large mafles of rock here and there obftrufted the 
thannel. A bridge was throwti over it : and aihes 
of a lively green, grew on the brink, above and be- 
low the bridge. On the farther fide flood a fnug, 
commodious Jieading of a farm-houfe with offices. 
At fome fmall diftance, nearer to the edge of the 
lake ftand the remains of an ancient caftle feem- 
Ingly of great antiquity. I enquired and was infor* 
hied concerning the faiilily who had been the an- 
tient proptietors of this caftle and the adjoining 
lands ; but the information efcaped from my me- 
mory, before I could find time to note it down. 
Such ruins are among the objects which a traveller 
iiaturally expefts to find fomewhere on the borders 
6f an exteiifive lake. For, the fea-coaft, the banks 
of rivers, the borders of lakes are always the feats 
on which mankind firft fettle, in any country. Con* 
fetjuently, in fuch places are the oldeft veftiges of / 
human induftry, and human habitation to be look- 
ed for. It was in this mind as to thefe matters, that 
I found the ruinous caftle I have juft mentioaed, 
not a little interefting. 

North-East from Loch-Tay extends Glen-Lyon^ 
a long narrow vale, divided by the Lyon ; which joins 
the Tay, at a fmall diftance below Kenmore. On 
each fide of the vale towers up a ridge of lofty hills. 

Vol- 1. Kk The 
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The vale is cultivated for the extent of twenty-eight! 
miles in length. Hamlets are fcattered here and 
there, through it. In many places, thefe hamlets 
are fo confined among the hills, as to be hidden for 
three or four months in the year, from the fight of 
the fun. Of thefe hamlets no fewer than twenty 
eight are fcattered along the length of the vale. The 
foil is riot unfiEt for agriculture. But, the cli- 
mate is backwardl And the crops are feldom ripe 
at the time in the feaibn,,when it becomes neceflfary 
to cut them down. — The liills are green half-way to 
their futnmits. The fliepherds refide tipon them in. 
Jbeals in fummer, and fometimes through winter. 
The river Lyon afFwds falmon. In Glen- Lyon is- 
a vein of lead ore which was opened, and wrought 
for a fliort time,' about fixty years fince. 

Roes are confiderably numerous in Glen-Lyon: 
Eoxes ftill more fo. The Capercahe is one of the 
birds in thefe regions. On its way to join the Tay, 
the river Lyon paffed through the difl;ricl of For- 
tihgal, already mentioned. In the church- yard of 
Fortijigal (land the remains of a famous yew-tree,. 
fifty two feet in circumference, — The yew was very 
much a favourite in this, ifland, in the days of ar- 
cKery. I know not whether this tree came to be 
planted round church-yardjj, in confequence of its 
wood.teing found particularly ufeful fgr bows ; or 

whether 
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whether it was not perhaps employed for this ufc, 
in confequence of having been previoufly planted 
commonly in fuch fituations. But both the one and 
other are fads in its hiftory. 

Throughout all this traft of country are many 
circular forts, from thirty to fifty feet in diametery 
and about five feet high. The ftones of which they 
are built, are very large. Of the height of all of 
them fome part feems to have fallen. Two are larger 
than the reft, and appear to have had outworks. 
They extend between Dunkcld and Clcnorchy. 

Towards Killin rife the wild fummits of Lawcrs, 
^nd the rugged heights of Finlarig. The fides qf 
thefe mountains, facing the lake, are clothed with 
wood. At the foot of Finlarig ftand the ruins of 
the caftle of the fame name, an ancient feat of the 
the Campbells, knights of Glenurchie. In this neigh- 
bourhood was once fought a bloody conteft between 
Gampbclis^ and the Macdonalds of Keppoch who had 
made a plundering incurfion into the country. The 
Campbells were aflembled at a chriftening entertain-' 
ment, in the great hall of Finlarig. News was 
brought that the Macdonalds were returning, in tri- 
umph, with their booty, over the adjacent hill of 
Strone-Clachan. The Campbells rofe, with one ac- 
cord, from the feftive table, afcended the hill, and 
^ K k 2 affailed 
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affailed the plunderers. They were, however, over- 
powered, and twenty gentleme;^ of the name of 
CampbdU, left dead on the fpot. News of their difr 
after was fent to Balloch or Taymouth^ the feat of 
their chief. He fent aid. The ravagers were pur- 
fued, overtaken at the braes of 'Glenorchie, defeat- 
ed, and deprived of their booty. 

The riyer Lochy runs gently down upon th^ npiv 
thern fide of the hill of Strone'CIachan ; and after^ 
wards winds round, through the plain, on the front 
of this hill, in a fouth-weftern direftion, till it meets 
the Tay pouring down with a more rapid courfe 
upon the oppofite fide of Strone'CIachan-; and both 
rivers difcharge their waters, nearly at the point of 
union, into Loch-Tay. On , the northern ..ank of 
the Lochy, and near the high- way ft^nd feveral cot- 
tages ; and above thefe a decent gentleman's feat, 
named Borland. Approaching Killin, the traveller 
croffes, by a bridge, over the Lochy. The river 
was fwoUen by the rains. The lake difplayed here, 
as through its whole length, a full and wide ex- 
panfe of water. The oppoiSte bank prefented an 
ornamented, cultivated afpec^. The meandering 
of the river divided the plain with a beautiful wa- 
ving line. It was Hill covered with green grafs, 
^or was. it altogether bare of corn. The inn, the 
ipanfe, and fome other houfes, all within the fame 

^ land- 
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Jwdfcape, contributed greatly to enliven the foenct 
The north-eaft end of the village, lay, at the famcf 
time, within fight. Twilight was juft falling. Strone? 
Clachan above, the more majeftic hills towering at 
fi diflance on either fide, and the expanfe pf the 
lake to thp fouth-eaft, immeafurablc hy the eye,— • 
all aided its effeds. The fcene was one of thofe 
•mixed exhibitions pf grandeur with melancholy 
beauty, which falling darknefs renders more folemn, 
and not lefs pleafing. 



KiLLiN ; and to TArNDROM. 

1 HE inn at KilUn into which I no\v entered, Si 
not uncomfortable. \t is large, and is accomods^ 
ted with good ftablqs, and wjth other fuitabie of- 
fice-houfes. This as well as the inn at Kenmore is 
pn Lord Breadalbane's eftaf.e. And the anxiety with 
which the late and the prefent Lord Breadalbane 
appear to have attended to the eftabliflimcnt of good 
inns on that part of their eftates which lies upon the 
iiigh>yays — does them the higheft honour. They 
well merit the gratitude of the traveller to whom 
commodious accomodation, and civil entertainment 
in a place where he can command, as at home,--^ 
inuft, after the fatigue of a journey — efpedally if it 
liappens to be through a dreary country, and 'in 

ftormy 



f 4 



Digitized by VjOO^ IC 



^62 JOURNEY THROUGH 

Hormj weather, — afford more agreeable enjoyment, 
than aD the gratifications of luxury, in fcenes of eafc 
and indulgence. A matter of as great confequencc 
as the providing of comfortablei nns, is, the placing 
of inn-keepers in them, from whofe good fenfe and 
attention, — a due care of the houfe, fervants, and 
guefts, may be expefted. Mr Macdougal, the land- 
lord of the inn at Killin, is from Cupar in Angus ; 
liis civility and attention, with the conveniencies of 
his houfe^ rendered this evening fufficiently agreeable 
to me. 

It is pleafing to reflect upon the hiftory of hofpi- 
tality, as connecled with the progrefs of manners, 
ah4 with the local circumftances of countries. An- 
ciently^ inns were unknown in the Highlands of 
Scotland. But, the ftranger who was not robbed 
or murdered, found in every houfe, the kindeft re- 
ception and the moft hoii»urable entertainment that 
the family could give. In the patriarchal times, fi- 
milar was the mode of hofpitality which prevailed 
in Afia. In ancient Perfia were Stathmi, houfes efta- 
blifhed by the Government for the reception and 
entertainment of travellers, at equal diftances upon 
the highways. In various places through Turkey, 
buildings, called Namas-giahs have been erefted to 
receive the traveller, and fountains provided to re- 
frefti his thirft, and to fupply him with water for 

the 
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the ablutions prefcribed by the ordinances of the 
Mahometan religion. Nay, fo far has this fpedes of 
benevolence been carried, that fums of money have 
been affigned for purchafing fnow in fummer, for 
the ufe of the perfons vi^ho repair to drink at the 
fountains. In Afia Minor are inns called KonaUy 
Adhere the traveller is fupplied with provifions, and 
with a mattrafs and a pillow, to fleep upon, but with 
nothing to cover him, during the night. In the inns 
of Germany, it appears from fome of the entertaining 
dialogues of Erafmus, that, between two and three 
hundred years fince, travellers were all received in 
one hall, without refpecl of perfons, where they ufed 
to talk and eat and drink together. From Chau- 
cer's Canterbury Tales, and the arrangement of them, 
isrc learn, that, for pilgrims at leaft, the cuftom was 
anciently the fame in England. In Joanna, one of the 
Comorra iflands, frequented by the Englifli, in their 
voyages to the Eaft, hotels or houfes for entertain- 
ment are commonly kept by the principal people in 
the ifland. Th^fe have fomehow acquired from the 
Englilh failors, and among themfelves, the appella- 
tion of Dukes : They demand a dollar a day, for 
the entertainment of a gueft : they take certificates 
from one fet of cuftomers, to recommend them to 
the next who may arrive. Hofpitaiity never ap- 
peared jnore amiable than at the Pelew iflands, the 
imple and' virtuous inhabitants of which, fliewed 

iuok 
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fuch Wondetful humanity to Captain WUfon and his 
fliipwtecked crew. Our Englifti travellers complain 
miferably of the inns on the continent of Europe, — 
efpecially of Italy. They have begun to acknow- 
ledge, within thefe laft twelve years, that no where 
are better inns to be met with than in the High- 
lands of Scotland.-^ — When I complained to Mr 
Macdougalj that his rooms were damp, he excufed 
this cireumftahce by informing me, that fo late in the 
feafon, he had nbt occafion to receive many guefts; 
tad when I complained that the bells were ill-hung, 
he replied, that there was no bell-hanger in the 
Neighbourhood to repair thera* I had no otl^er com* 
plaints to make. 

It happened that ofl tlie afterhdoh cff the day oh 
which I arrived here, a party of the farmers on 
Lord Br^adalbane's Perthlhire eftate had dined at 
the inn* The occafion of their meeting wasj as the 
landlord informed me, to divide ainong themfelveJ 
an hundred flieep of the Cheviot breed, which Lord 
Breadalbane had, by the sldvice of Sir John Sinclair, 
purchafed, and prefented to his farmers, for the im- 
provement of the breed of fheep on his Eftates. 
The landlord (whom, finding him to be an intelli- 
gent mail, I was glad to detain with me, during 
fome part of the evening, and to lead him into con- 
verfation,) proceeded, after mentioning this in- 

ilance 
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fUnce of his noble mafter's kindnels to his tenants^ 
to inform me, that his Lordfhip tvras highly and 
univerfally beloved by them. On fuch eafy terms, 
by his account, do they hold their farms, that of a 
rental of from feventeen to twenty thoufand pounds 
a year, the whole is always chearfuUy and readily 
paid within three days, during which his Lordfliip's 
factors hold their courts for the purpofe of receiving 
his rents. His Lordfliip has not, like various other 
Highland proprietors, fought to raife the value of his 
lands, by difplacing the old race of tenants. Yet, he 
neglects no means of improving his fortune, by which 
the general circumftances of the country can be at the 
fame time improved. Upon fome of his eftates, as 
on.fome of the great eftates in England, leafes had 
never yet been let. Yet neither have the rents been 
arbitrarily raifed, nor the tenants capricioufly difpla- 
ced. It was expected, that in the courfe of the en- 
fuing year, leafes would be granted to the occupants 
of thofe lands, and increafed rents at the fame time 
required. The whole tenantry will chearfully take 
leafes at whatever increafed rent their landlord may 
chufe to demand : for their confidence in his good* 
nefs pcrfuades them, that he will not think of im- 
pofing any intolerable burdens. 

The village of Killin is fmall, but feemingly 
thriving. The name is referred in its origin, to 
. yofc. I LI Fingal. ^ 
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?ingal. A tradition is preferved, that the fatKo: o? 
Offian was buried here. The villagers are chiefly 
mechanics who receive employment from the inha- 
bitants of the circumjacent country,— day-labourerg 
ih hufbandry,— with perhaps an alehoufe-keeper or 
two. I w^ pleifed with' th^ account 1 received of 
Cne inftitutibn which they have contrived to efta- 
blifli antorig them. SevertJ yeiu's fince; fome Me- 
chanics, who had been to Work at their trades in 
Edinburgh or Glafgow, returned to fettle at Killins 
They fuggefted to their neighbourrs the idea of infii« 
tilting a fund, fuch as thofe which the artizans have 
formed, in moft great towns, for their relief in fick* 
liefe, and for the afliftahceof their families in the 
event of the* death of the head of any one. The 
thought feemed' a good one; A number of the vUi 
kgers and the inllabitants of the neighbouring coun-* 
try formed thcmfelves iiito a Society for the eftabliih* 
5ient of fuch a fund. They agreed to begin with 
advancing, each, fome ftnall contribution, the par-^ 
ticular fum of whith I have forgotten; The fund 
thus conflituted, was to be monthly, quarterly, or 
sttinually augmented by fome ftnalj payment, fuch 
sfe each member might eafily afford. Out of if, 
again, the fick, the fuperannuated, and the furviving 
widows and children of deceafed members were to be 
affifted with more or lefs pecuniary rejief. The firft 
members gf the faciety^ and- the managers of tKt 
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i(iind. conduced its affairs with ja degree of prudenqe 
iwhich rendered it popub^r through the whole coun- 
rtry. The gentlemen were pleafed to fee their poqr 
^neighbours ^d dependents adopt this plan of oeco- 
.nomy. Farmers and landholders eagerly joined th^ 
.affociation. Lord Breadalbane generoully augment- 
ed the fund by an handfome. donation. Under his 
.patronage, and the patronage. of other gentlemen 
in the neighbourhood, it l^as thriven wonderfully* 

But, that 1 am indined to believe, this fund has 
^^»been ftill more ufeful to the country, through the 
ufes to which the ftock has been applied, in order <^o 
render it produclive,T-than by means ^of the faying 
which it has occafioned, and of the relief which it 
•has fupplied to the >needy. — The inhabitants of this 
diftria confume confiderably more grain than their 
tillage produces. Diftant as they are from market- 
towns, and from thofe parts of the country in which 
agriculture is the ftaple article of induftry ; the 
poorer inhabitants have had difficulty in obtaining 
from time to time, fuch fmall quantities of meal as 
their circumftances enable them to purchafe. In 
the winters of thofe years in which meal has ^bccn 
fcarce and dear, the poor of thefe parts have been 
near to fuffering by famine. Thefe fafts fuggefted 
to the managers of the above fund, the idea of ap- 
prcgpriating part of it to the purpofe of annually pur- 

Xi 1 2 .chafing 
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chafing a large quantity of meal, to bie depofited in 
a granary in the village, and fold out in fuch fmall 
quantities as the pooreft might find it convenient 
to buy, from time to time. This was foon found 
to be an advantageous mode of employing the fo- 
ciety's money. Scarcity of meal no longer diftref- 
fes the poor, even in the fevereft winter. It is pro- 
bable, too, that the eafe thus given to the circum- 
ftances of the labourers may contribute to increafq 
the population and the induftry of the country. 

r SHOULD rejoice to hear', that thrfe wife idea^ 
had been extended yet farther. If the fund fhall 
continue increafing; might not another part of it 
be advantageoufly employed for the eftabliflxment 
of fomc manufacture ? This will, I hope, in due 
time, come to pais. 

At Killin I tafted the only very good whijky 
which I met with in my little excurfion, through 
the Weftern Highlands. The landlord infornlecf 
me, that it was prepared at a diftillery, which had 
been, not many years before, ereded in the neigh- 
bourhpod, by the Laird qf Macnab*. This gentle- 
man Jiad happened to raife larger crops of barley on 
fome part of his lands which he retained in his own 
management, — ^than he could find a ready fale for. 
' It 

• The Maenabs arc a branch ©f the Macgrcgors, defcended from 
Cr^-^or, Abbot of Dunkcld, 
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It occurred to him, th^t he might, with lefs diffir 
iculty, difpofe of a quantity of whi&y. Up creeled 
adiftillery on a pretty extenfive fcale ; began the ma- 
Tiufafture of whilky, prepared only from the beft 
materials, referved it to a proper age, before ofFer^ 
ing it for fale ; and in confcquence, his whilky has 
cojme to be defervedly preferred through the whole 
neighbourhood. 

I MUST confefs, that if there be any manyfacr 
ture for which we can ftirnifli the raw materials, 
that I fliould wifli not to fee flpurifh among us, 
it is, that pf fpiritous Uquor«* Would to God, 
that all our intoxicating drinks were to be brought 
from a farther diftance, than the South Sea iflands, 
or the Antarftic pole ! I ihould not be ill-pleafed 
to hear our labouring claffes fay of good malt K^ 
quor, with Boniface, " that they can eat, as wdl 
as drink their ale ; and that they find it food, as 
well as liquor :'* but, I cannot,- with pleafure, hear 
them fpeak with the fame fondnefs of gin or 
whilky. I fliould fuppofe that they can form ac- 
quaintance with no greater enemy, either to health 
or morals* The legiflature have certainly not done 
ill, to (Bfcourage the Scotch difl/illeries. It were 
well, if they fliould fee the propriety of doing 
fomething more, than has yet heeh done, to ehcou« 
lagc Scotch breweries. 
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YE:r, although unfriendly .to the manufa^re ef 
jfpiritous liquors in Scotland, I was glad to hear ,of 
the above-mentioned diftillery in this neighbouc- 
.^oodl* Great quantities qf Scotch Spirits are at pjre- 
&nt imported into the Weft Highlands from thp 
vicinity of Stirling. Now, ap the Highlanders have 
inothing, or almoft nothing to give in exchange for 
this article of luxury, except raw materials, aiid 
things conftituting the primary neceflaries of life ; 
they sure much impoveriflied by the trade. It were 
better if they Qould bf induced to prefer good old 
ale. But, if they nwift have whiiky ; let it, if pot 
iible, be of their own diftillation. There will be fi) 
much more induftry in the country, if they them- 
felves diftill, rather than import the whiiky which 
they are refolved to drink.-r-Another c.onfideratio;i 
which at the lame time, we^hs, with ine, when I 
am induced to wiih well to the highland diftiUerie$, 
is, that agriculture oUght, by eyery means, to be 
encouraged in thefe regions. If the Highlanders 
' caB once be induced to rafegraiji on all their arable 
ground, whatever be the purpofe^ for which they may 
intend it ; a ne^ branch of induftry will be gained 
to the country, and another of the firft neceflari/ss 
^f life produced in it. Here is abundance of lini,e- 
Abne. Let the country only be opened up by roads 
^d caj[ials ; and .^lotives presented which may roufe 
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Hftfefe floth. The Highlands will foon become cuU 
tlvated and populous. 

The fi{hcry of the loch affords employment ta 
fome of the poor people about Killin. Here are 
fine charr, and perches. Thefe, with the other 
.fiflies which the loch breeds, are taken either in 
nets, — ^by lines fixed at one end, to a {lone or ftake, 
while the other is thrown into the wator, armed 
with a hook and bait,— -or in the way of angling 
with a rod and line. Some valuable fpecies of fiihea 
abound here, which are not to be met with in the 
kJce at Kenmore. 

Leaving the inn at Ktilin, and proceeding weft- 
ward, the traveller is conduced by the highway, 
through the village, and by a' corn, and if I remem«. 
ber rightly, alfo by a lint-mill to the bank of the 
Tay, or rather the Dochart. He croffes an arm of 
k, along one bridge : Immediately after, appears a 
path, turning downwards between this, and another 
bridge, covering another arm of the iame river, at 
a few paces diftance. This path leads between twa 
pillars to a dark grove of pines, fituate on a mount 
rifing befween the two arms of the river, and at the 
oppofite end of the iflet which they here incirde^ 
The pines are fo thick planted, that, although the 
{rove be but a few paces diftant from the higfaway^^ 

yet 
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yet cannot the eye, from this ftation, pierce througK 
the gloom. Rough fragments of the rock obftru£t 
the ftream on either fide. Natural pillars feem 
tudely to furround the whole mount. But, I can- 
not in defcription communicate the impreffibn which 
the afpeft of this little, fingular, detached fcenc 
made upon my mind. It was, indeed, ftrongly im- 
preffive and pidurefque. It feemed a Druidical 
grove. Nor was the dark fhade of the pines, lefg 
fitted, than if they had been oaks, to awaken ideas 
of religious fdlemnity and horrour. The lake bei 
low, the dividing ftiream, the infulated grovc^ the 
mountains rifing tremendous around, and crowned 
with fhbw,— ^all together fuggefted the thought^ 
that this muft have been anciently the feat either of 
religion or of defenfive war;— I proceeded along the 
bridge which lay over the weftern branch of thd 
river. A new village is rifing her€. I advanced to 
the firft door, at which ftood a haiidfome woman 
with one of thofe open countenances which natural- 
ly invite the ftranger to make any neceflary enqui* 
ries, becaufe they promife an obliging, anfwer. I 
pointed to the ifle and afked its name. The good 
woman blufliing, anfwered, in broken Engliih, that 
flie could not tell its Engliih name,— *-ahd that its 
Gaelic name I would hot underiland. I repeated 
my wilh to know its Gaelic name. She then told 
me, it was Innes'vuy; and another woman who 

flood 
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iiood bcfide her, added, that it was the burial-phce 
bf the family of MacNab of MacNab. It were im- 
jpoffiblc to imagine a fpot more fuitable for the 
burying-placd of a fiimily of Highland Chieftains* 

I WAS not lefs pleafed with the appearance of the 
hew village. ' The Walls of the little hdufes are well 
built with ftonfe and lime,' the roofs have the joifts 
laid with fir and birchen rafters, and covered with 
turf, and that^ aglin with an upp^r covering o£ 
ftraw, heath , or fern. Some quantities of linen-yara 
are, 1 think, fpun here. I know not whether fomc 
fmall attempts at the mannfadhire of cotton or linea 
cloth may not be meditated, or perhaps already be- 
gun. Upon the contiguous part of the foUthera 
border of the lake, fiands ah hatidfome houfe, the 
tiame of which I either lieglefted to alk dr have for- 
gotten. It is furrounded, and the whole bank clad 
With a good deal of wood. The adjacent ground$( 
have likewife an air of cultivation. 

But, I was noW to proceed Vireft ward, along the 
bank of the Dochart* The Vale, up which the road to 
to Tyndrom leads, is bounded on both fides by hills 
which rife not to a vail height till the eye has purfued 
them to a confiderable diftance backwards. The low 
ground between is half cultivated. Clofe upon the 
banks of the river are trads of natural meadow. 

V^li. M m Behind 
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Behind thcfe, on both fides, arc corn and pbtitotf« 
fields inclofed, in a carelefe, imperfect manner, with* 
in low ftone dykes. Between, are fpots of green pafc 
ture, which have been occafibnaJly ploughed. The 
farm-houfes and cottages are fcattered, here and 
there, amongft thefe fields. Behind are either wide, 
bleak trafts of low-lying heath, or flowly-rifing hills; 
The road is ftill good. I am not fure, indeed, that 
its direftion is in the very beft or fiioreft line. 

No interefting objcft met my eye, till I arrived 
within fight of the houfe of Achlean^ the property^ 
of a Mr Campbell. Its fituation is on the northern 
fide of the Dochart. Some wood has been planted 
round it. The hills rife above, in a ftriking and 
fingular form. 

The day wais n(!>t esfceedingly fevotirable eithef 
to travelling, or to labour. Yet, the people were 
bufy in all the fields, ploughing or digging up their 
potatoes. The fcene was animated, too, by cattle 
feeding on the fields, around them. Here and there 
were two or three afli-trees round the little kitchen- 
gardens belonging to the cottages. Near one cot- 
tage, the name of which I enquired not, we crof- 
fcd a fmall ftream 'which had worn for itfelf a deep 
channel between rocks. There was a narrow ftrip 
o£ low ground m each bank^ The courfe of the 

ftrevo; 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



PART OF SCOTLAND. tjf 

ftrcam winded findy as it advanced. Above the 
Barrow ftrip of level bank on each fide, the furfacc 
rofe precipitately to a confiderabla heights Thofc 
banks thus broken and winding had been, by the 
tafte of the proprietor or tenant, irregularly plant- 
ed with afhes, fome.oaks, and fome wiki fixrubs. 
The effeft was, in my eyes charming. The aflies 
ftill retained their leaves, and were of a vivid greea 
colour. The other trees and underwood had either 
loft or were faft lofing their leaves. The dingle was 
thus finely parti-coloured. The falling leaves were 
cither brown or yellow ; and of thefe colours they 
exhibited a great diverfity of fbades. 

At the diftance of about five or fix miles from 
Killin is Liagarjlon or New Inn. By the time I had 
advanced thus far on my way, it rained, and blew 
violently. I was glad to enter, although the houfe 
ihewed no very promifing appearance. The men 
were in the fields. The women and the children 
could hardly converTe with me, in Englifli. The 
landlady was a young women of no mean face or 
figure. But, in her drefs fhe had much the air of 
a flattern. An old woman, of an interefting coun- 
tenance, fat by the fire, who could not utter a fylla- 
ble of Englifli. I was cold and wet. I threw my- 
felf down on a flool, by the kitchen fire. The good 
woman brought me fome whilky with bread and 

M m 2 cheefe. 
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cheefe. Refrelhincnt was at the fame time provide 
ed for my fexvant and horfes« The fire bla?jed plea- 
ikntly ; ajad although a pot boiled upon it ; and the 
houfe was at the fame time darkened with fmokcj^ 
and the rafters dropping liquid foot,7^I found ao- 
thing of all this uncomfortable ; the eflfefts of the 
fiorm were tp give me high enjoyment of the fimpleft 
refrelhment, and the moft incommodious fhclter. 

Again we were to proceed. The correfpondencfs 
was wonderftil between the tempersitur? of thq wes^- 
ther, and the afpeft of the country. I might well 
bpaft of having feen.the Highland heaths and hills 
in all their horrour. Loch Dochart was, at length, 
on my right hand. The whole vale, fince I had turnec^ 
to the north-weft, from Innifh-y^y^ was Glen-DocharU 
No farm-houfes now appeared. The lake fpread out, 
upon one hand. Precipitous and craggy rocks rofc; 
immediately over tlie road, upon the other. There 
was fomething of undefcribable ftrangenefs and no- 
velty in the whole fcenery around. The ftorm blew, 
outrageously; fometimes it was rain that laflied my 
face; fometimes a furious fhower of hail; and fome- 
times thick, and broad fishes of fnqw darkened aU 
the s^r. Here and there lay vaft fragments detach- 
ed from the; impending rocks, and only thinly co- 
vered with layers of mixed mofs and fand. Wh?rc 
the lake aad the hills feemed to retire before each 
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^tlier, fitiall barrow? appeared \^tt ^nd there ra|ie4 
in the intermediate injirlh. Fortunately, as the vio- 
lence of the ftorm, and as the wildnefs of the fcenc 
increased, ipy fpirits alfq rofe. Every thing com- 
bined to remind me of the ancient days of Celtic 
lieroifm. And it was not eafy to fuflPer one's mind 
to ihrink before a little occafional expofure ; when 
one reflefted that, in thefe very fcen^, in feverer 
feafons, and with fewer of the comfortable accom- 
modations of life than the prefent inliabitants oC 
thi^ di(fari<5t poffefs, thp heroes of Qflian had perfor-? 
med deeds, and enjoyed a refined, fentimental hap, 
pine(s which raifed human nature to as high digni? 
ty and f^c^y ^^ it l^as ever e:^bited. 

In Loch-Dochart is a floating iflet ; a curiofity 
which is almoft always recommended to the notiicq 
of travellers. This iflet is fifty-one feet long, an4 
twenty nine in breadth. It may perhaps have been 
gradually formed by the natural intertexture of the 
roots a^nd ftems of fome water-plants. It moves 
before the wind ; and may be pufiied about with 
poles. Cattle going unfufpeAingly to feed upon it, 
are liable to be carried on an unintended voyage 
round the lake. 

Ik another, but afliationary ifland, ftand the ruins of 
a^c{|ftl^9 ananciqi^tdwe^ 

■" ' ^ - j^ 
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it is embowered in wood: And I may, without any 
>bufe of the term, call itS' appearance, romantic. 

The Macgregars had once confiderable pofleifiont 
in thefe diftrifts. They were a lawlefs, rapacious 
dan, who continued their trade of rapine, after 
many of their neighbours had begun to acknow* 
ledge the laws of order. They once made them- 
felves mafters of the above-mentioned caftle by a 
ftratagem worthy of the cunning of favages. It was 
inacceillble iii fummer. But, in winter when the 
lake was frozen over, the Macgregors forming faf- 
fines of ftraw and boughs of trees, and brufhwood, 
puflied thefe before them, and thus reached the caf- 
tle, without fufFering from the miflile weapons of 
thofe who occupied it. They then inftantly fcaled the 
walls and took poiTeflion of the fortrefs. This bold 
and prsedatory clan were at length exterminated, 
and their name profcribed.-^— David Malloch, the 
friend of Thomfon, was by defcent, a Macgregor j 
his father or grandfather had aflumed the name of 
Malloch when the common firname of the dan was 
prohibited. — ^It was under <;!raig-Rofton, near the 
northern extremity of Loch Lomond, that they had 
their prindpal feat*. It was for a mafiacre of thc. 
Colquhouns, in 1602, that they were profcribed, 

and 

* Glen^Docbarti Balquhidderj and fome part of Stratbfaj wcrc 
teclently theirs^ and Ballocb the feat of their Chieftain. - 
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and their name fuppreffed. The moft aggravating 
circumftance which attended this maffacre, was the 
murder of fome young men of family who had come 
from the fchool of Dumbarton, to Glenfrone ; to 
fee the conteft between the Macgregors and the 
Colquhouns j the event of which, unfavourable to 
the latter, enabled the former to gratify their fero^ 
cious cruelty in the moft favage manner*. 

As I proceeded aniidft the ftorm, I came to a 
place where the glittering ftones of a new-built, dry 
ftone wall, dividing the highway upon one hand, I 
3 curiolity . The ftones having been newly broken with 4 
1 from the adjoining field, attraded my mineralogical 
^ the hammer J their internal ftrufture was ftrikingly 
difcernible j and their compofition was diftinguifli. 
able, as far as it can be diftinguiflied by the mere 
obfcrvation of afpedt. They were all calcareous; 
and it was a large intermixture of mica, and occa- 
fionally of pyrites, that gave them the glittering af- 
pe<9: which had attraded my notice. 

I COLLECTED a number of fpecimens. By the 
time when I wiflied to put thefe into my portman-* 
teau, and to proceed, I found, that my fervant had, 
by fome accident or other, fallen a good way be- 
hind me. I >vas rather at a lols how to diQ>ofe of 

the 

* Fot fome particulars in the hiftory of the Macgregors* which cx*> 
UMt them ia a more favourabe li{ht|-*$(c Appeo(iiX| 2^ 11. 
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the ftoncs which I had picked up. But, looldSg 
round me, I fai<r, at a fmall diftance forward oS 
my right-hand, a hut from which abundance of 
fmoke was iffuing ; and a hoife of boifterous chear^ 
fiilnefi, which I could hear, through the ftorm, ac- 
companied the fmoke. Fifty years fince, the natu- 
ral inference would have been, that the folks with- 
in were a party of thieves or plunderers makifig 
merry over the divifion of their booty. But the 
days of ravage are paft ; and I had no fears upon 
this fcore. I therefore fixed my horfef, by the bridle, 
to a great ftohe, and advanced on foot to feek fhel- 
ter in the titrt; till my fervant fhould come up. M 
I entered, I pferceived it to be a bafn, occupied for the; 
time, by a family of ftrdllihg tinkers^ ^ith fome fer- 
vants from fome neighbouring farm-houfes, gathered 
about them. One went to bring my horfe, and the! 
ftones which I had piled togethef • Another took, u- 
pon him, the charge of watching for my fervant's ap- 
proach, that he might hot pafs uiiobferved^ I, in th^ 
mean time, dried my wet clothes by the fire, and ob-» 
ferved the fimple procefs by which the fpoon-maker 
foftened his horns, and moulded and pared them into 
fpoons. Nor was I lefs interefted by the wretched, 
half-naked condition of the poor man's wife and 
children. The whole was fuch a fcene of meannels 
and wretchednefs, yet of chearfulnefs, in the midft 
of thefe, as could not but ftrongly imprefs the im*. 

ginatioa 
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gination and feelings of the accidental beholder. Is 
it a pernicious fyftem of occonomy to the country, 
which invites thefe poor peafants to fcenes where 
their ind.uftry may be employed in manufaftures,— 
and in thefe. fo lucratively as to fupply them with 
almoft every convenience, or even luxury of civi- 
lized life ? While th.e wild regions through which 
they now wander are at the fame time rendered 
much more produftive to the community, by that 
mode, of niianagement which requires fewer hinds 
than were maintained here, when there was Icfs de- 
mand ror their induftry eflbwhere ? 

It was foon convenient for me to proceed. I be- 
llowed on the poor tinker what little I could fpare : 
it was truly little: thanked him for his civilities, 
and left him. The highway lay under feveral lofty 
xpountains, fometimes connected into a range, and 
fometimes infulated. Among the moft remarkable 
was Ben-more ; at the bafe. of which ftands a fmall, 
neat houfe, that in the rich counties of Scotland 
would feem only the houfe of a farmer of the fecond 
clafs, but which in the country where it ftands, I. 
Ihould rather fuppofe to be the houfe of fome land- 
holder, or at leaft of a farmer of the firft dais. 

At Crianlarach is a fort of inn, where we were re- 
galed with ibme whiiky, cheefe, and oat-cake, with* 
Yoi*. I. N n cut 
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Out alighting from our horfes. The Landlord is one? 
of the handfomeft middle-fized men I have fecn; Yet* 
f thought his da ughter ftill handfomer. We alight- 
ed not from our horfes, bat were ferved by the' 
good people, at the dour, widi "vrfiarrefrcfliment t 
aiked. 

We, fbon after, entered- StratH-Fillanr the vale* 
divided by the river of Fillan. In this river is a 
pool confecrr.ted by the ancient fuperftition of the 
inliabitant^cf tliis couatrj'. Thcpool is formed by^ 
the eddying rC tl;c itreuni round a rock. Its water 
was many himdrcd years fince, confecrated by Fillan, 
oflfe of the frintj Vv-ha cor v jrted the ancient inhabi- 
tants of Calcdcitia iioiAi pagaaifm to the belief oP 
Chriftianity. !t iliculd ieem ,thact he had perhaps- 
refided in xlih viciijil;. fcr fome time. I believe,, 
that his life may be icen ir the vk^t Sandorum Scatiar 
which were, not loa^ fincc, coUeflcd and publiihed^ 
in one oftavo volume, by Mr Pinkerton. Whether 
he confecrated* this foaly ifn- compliance with, fomc 
fuperftitious notions o5 it:: virtues which hie found 
already prevalent aniyrig the neighbouring inhabi- 
tants, — I know not. But, it has ever fince been 
diftinguiihed'by his name^and efteemed of fovereigm 
virtue in curing m^tinefe. About two hundred 
pcribns, afflifted in iliis way, are ahmxally brought 
IQ try the beneiits of it^i f Jiutary influence. Thefe: 

patients 
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^Itnts are conduced by their friends ; who firft 
jjerform the cerempny of pailing with them, thrice 
^ound a neighbouring cairn j on this cairn, they 
then depoiit a fimple offering of clothes, or perhaps 
•of a fmall bunch of heath* M^re ^precious offerings 
-^ufed once to he brought. But, thefe being never 
Jong left in the unmolefted pofleffion of the faint.-; 
it has become cuftomary to make him prefents 
which may afford no temptation to theft* Aiter 
thefe, fuch'as thgr are, have been depofited, the.pa- 
.tient is then thrice immerged in the facred pool. 
..After the immerfion, he is bound hand and foot, 
.and left for the night in a chapel which ftands near. 
If the maniac is four d loofe ia the morning, good 
Jiopes ase conceived of his full recovery. If he is 
-ftill bound, his cure remains doubtful. It fome- 
times happens that death relieves him dmfihg liis 
^confinement fpom the troubles of li£e. 

SiHPi'B and ignorant as thefe people may be be- 
Jieved to be^ they could not have fo long perfifted 
in this fuperftitious pradice, if there were not at 
leaft a few inftances in which it had proved effectual 
.to the cure of the malady for which ^it is employed. 
The moft intelligent and liberal- muided of the inha- 
bitants of this neighboui;l.ood .a<JtULilly .aflfert, that, 
-by whatever meana, cikc are oftener than -might 
vbe imagined, effe6 d w the virtues of the Holy 
. . ;Tn 2 Pool. 
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PooL Medicine is indeed well-known to owe more 
of its beneficial efficacy to the aid of imaginatioHy 
than to the intrinfic virtue of any of its remedies. 
In the power of imagination efpecially, is the inti- 
macy of the connexion between tl^ mind and th<j 
body confpicuous. How often has difeafe been cu- 
red,— and how often caught in this way ? Madneis 
particularly feems to depend in a great ipeafure i^- 
pon a peculiar ftatc of the ijnagination. Surprife 
and fudden expofure to danger have often relieved 
the diftreffes and reftored the alienated mind of thft 
maniac. Shipwreck and voyages on a ftormyfea 
feldom fail of effeft. I fliould therefoire fuppofe, 
that old Fillan chofe one of the happieft modes that 
could be devifed, by which to difpenfe his Tniracii- 
lous beneficence. The furpi^ife with which the int- 
mtrfion is attended, and the terror of the fubfe- 
quent bonds, and folitary expofure in the londinei^ 
of the chapel, fcem to operate, in a natural way, 
thofe cures which are pioufly afcribed to the bene- 
diftion of St FillaUi^ and the fupernatural interfe- 
rence of divine providence. 

FiLj^AN was ancicptly one of the favourite Saints 
of Scotland. Robert Bruce carried with hini, an 
arm of St Fillan into thfe«field of battle, on the im- 
portant day of JBannockburn. His chaplain had 
brought only the empty flirine in which the relic 

bad 
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Jktd been kicsfed. But the arm was found miracu- 
loufly reftored to its ihrine, juft as the battle wag a» 
bout to begin^ The omen was taken for favoura*- 
ble by the whole army. The battle was joined. 
Thie EngUfli were defeated with great flaughten 
Robert Bruce, in j^atitude for the faint's affiltance^ 
cftablijBied here, in the year 1324, a pripry of ca- 
nons regular, and coniecrated it to him. The houfc 
with its revenue a:nd fuperiorities, was at the diflb- 
Itttion of the Refigious Houfes in Scotland granted 
to the anceftor of t]be Earl of Bre^dalbane, the pre*- 
|knt pofleflbr. 



TaYNDROM ; and tO.DALMALLT. 

1 HE day became fairer, by the time we reached 
Tayndrom. This is eftecm^d the moft elevated part 
of all this tra<^ of country. Hence do ilreams rup 
in different direSions. The waters do not in this 
immediate neighbourhood ftagnate in large lakes. 
The very name is expreflive of the lofdnefs of the 
iituation. At fome imall diilance below lies the 
plain of Dairy, which has been coi^efhired to de- 
rive its name from the ancient Dalriads^ the fi^fft 
§CQtti|h inhabitants pf thefe places. 
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* As we entered the yard at the iiin of Tayndrom, 
^we heard the plaintive and iimple notes of a Gaelic 
airfung to Gaetic words. I foon perceived the mu« 
£cians, two fervant-maids who were wafhing clothes 
in a linall wafliing houfe in the yard. I was attrac- 
«d by the mufic : For I have long fince learned to 
admire the fimple, native mufic of my country with 
all the fond enthufiafm of ignorance: And as I have 
not the happinefs to underftand Gaelic, it was natur^d 
^or me to be pleafed with the words of a Gaelic fong, 
juft as our faihionable Dilettanti have been charikied 
with the words of Italian operas which they under* 
ftood no more than I the Gaelic. It is a faft in the 
hiftory of the manners of the Highlanders, that they 
are accuftomed to fing at the performance of almoft 
every piece of focial labour : Rowers in a boat ling 
as they ply t^e «ars ; reap^s fing as they cut down 
handful after handful of the corn^ and here were 
wafhers finging as they nibbed and rinfed their 
clothes. Tiliis accompaniment of mufic certainly 
Tenders the labour more cheerful; but, I fhould 
fuppofe, that it cannot well fail to retard it, at the 
fattie fime. — ^No better proof needs be afked of the 
•low ftate of the induflry of any people, than that 
their labour is often interrupted by finging and by 
converfation. 

WHIXJ! 
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While I was liftening to the itiufic of thofe girls^ 
by the fire over which their boiler hung, we were fud^ 
denly alarmed by the noife of a quarrel, proceeding' 
from the kitchen. We ran haftily out to fee the: 
caufe. Two taylors, a mafter and his journeyman^ 
had come, on the foregoing evening to fettle fome 
differences in their accounts^ over a little whifky- 
punch* They had continued to drkik : And every 
a^dditibnal Jloup of whifky had unfortunately ftill' 
increafed the differences between them, and infla- 
med their mutual anlmofity, while it, at the fame 
thne, enlivened th^ir courage. At length, when 
they could in no other manner, decide the dif-- 
pule, they had haftily challenged each other to Co- 
gle combat. They prefented two of the mdft hi* 
deous, fmall human figures^ that I have ever feen. 
Tfhey were two Ihort, fquat fellows ; their hair ftooA. 
en end ; their beards were rough and black ; their 
eyes glared red and fierce; their carriage was b'e- 
tween tha^of thetaylor and that of the ploughman ; 
and in addition to thefe, they hadabouit them what- 
ever eUe rage and kitoxicatioa can be fuppofed to^ 
add, of hideoufneis and uncouthneis, to forms al- 
ready as uncouth as nature and habit can well make 
them. They ftruggled and ftruck each other. But, 
he who was journeyman, although he had lefs fierce- 
aefs in his eye, and a frame feemingly lefs fit for 
iicarfare, than his mafler, was al;>out to obtain the- 
^. advantage^ 
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Hdvant^ge, when the interference of thofe whoifl 
their hoife had alarnoted put a flop to the combat. 
None of the men-fervants of the inn were at home ) 
and the kndlord was alfo abfent. I was therefore 
induced to try, whether I could not aflMl the wo- 
men in pacifying thofe fierce taylors. By perfuafion 
I made them friends ; the mafter paid the journey- 
tean what arrears he owed him ; and they returned 
to drink whiiky over their reconciliation, as they 
had drunk it over their riiing quarreL 

It was now late in the afternoon { But, the dif* 
tribution which I had made of the time appropria-^ 
ted to my prefent excuriion, required mt to pro* 
ceed another ftage, before refting for the night* 
After eating a comfortable dinner at Tayndrom, 
therefore, and refreflung my horfes, I renewed my 
journey. It led from the inn and village of Tayn- 
drom, Vft&w2irdj towards Dalmally. Wc pafled 
firft nearly under two lofty hills, Ben-i-cbewan and 
Benlaoighe. Under Ben-uchewan was a fmall lake. 
Its top was crowned with fnow. On the other 
hand, at fome diftance, we had, as we advanced, in 
the twilight, a faint glimpfe of the great hill of 
Cromchan. The highway leads, for fome length, 
through a glen confined between hills, which aflfords 
kindly pailure, here and there, for cattle, but little 
arable ground. By the way fide appear many of 

thof4» 
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thofe graen hillocks, ftykd by the people of the 
country, Shian^ as being the fcencs of fairy fports* 
Somewhere in .thb vicinity are veins of kad ore, 
which have bei^n opened and wrought. Near the 
furiice, thofe veins are tolerably rich j but they be* 
come poorer, in proportion as they fink deeper. 

Tnt gieh, at firft narrow, opens, as we advance 
into a wide vale, wonderfully fertile, confidering 
the dilad Vantages of climate, under which it lies, the 
imperfection of the agriculture of thefe parts, and 
the wiidneis of the furrounding heaths and hills» 
This is the vale of Gknurthy.i It is watered by the 
little river of Urguhie. It lies within Argylefliire. 
From it the eldcft fon of the Earl of Breadalbane 
receives the name of Lord Glenurquhie: as it is from 
the adjoining diftrift of Perth-fliire, that the head 
of the family has the title of Earl of Breadalbane. 
Clumps of woods are fcattered here and there through 
the vale. The highway is ftill excellent. And, 
Were it not for the apparent deficiency of parifii 
roads, a traveller might believe this a country in a 
Very thriving ftate of improvement. But, I have 
often thought, that if a traveller were even led blind- 
fold through a country, he might judge of its cul- 
tivation and induftry , by the. ftate of the bye- roads* 
Highways will be drawn through a country for pur- 
fofiss uncoiihe^led with its general improvement : 
* Vol. L O o although 
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although indeed ultimately tending to promote tSatt^ 
But parifh roads leading to every hamlet, miln, op 
linith's Ihop, or market-town, willn ever be formed 
linlefs the whole country is one bufy fcene of varied 
induftry . The highways in the Highlands are indeed 
excellent. They were iieceffary to reduce the once 
turbulent inhabitants of thefe parts to peaceful fub- 
ordination. They have been opened up with vaft 
kbour. They will long remain a noble monument of 
the attention of GovernmMt to this i^mote and un- 
promifing corner of the ifland.^ But^ they were the 
work of ftrangeBS. The people of tiie country, with 
all their good qualities, could never have be6n per- 
fuaded, to perform, of themielvos^ * this arduous 
tafk. They arc content with the moft inconvenient 
and imperfeft bye-roads that can poffibly be paffed;^ 
The ptjpulation of the country muft be greatly in- 
creafed, and a new ipirit of induftry muft pervade 
it, before conveniencies fuch as thefe, neceffaryonly 
for the accommodation of population and induihy^ 
are lively to be provided^ 

We however paficd by feveral very decent farm^- 
houfes ; and thefe are, through this whole vale, 
feldom, altogether bare of trees* Wiwtftruck me as 
particularly remarkable— --was to find that the har- 
D»cft had been eaiiier in Glenurquhie, than in ahnbll 
any other part of the Highlands which Ihadvifited 
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Tie corn/had not been cut down, till after it was fully 
^ipc. Yet, were the fields bare; and the barn-yards 
dvcry where filled* Upon enquiry, I found, that 
the inhabitants afcribed the earlinefs of their harveft^ 
to the lownefs of their local fituation, and to the 
ihelter which the iurrounding hiU^ afforded. 

•.It was late in the evening "before we readied DaU 
Hially, smother inn, within Lord Breadalbane's e- 
ilate ; and provided by his care as well for the re- 
ception and accommodation of travellers, as for the 
purpofe of convening his tenants, on occafions when 
it may be necei&ry for them to meet with their 
Landlord or his faclqrs. So happy were we to find 
ourfelves again under flicker, that we fliould have 
• been well-pleafed with much more inconvenient ac- 
commodation, and with much lefs civility of atten- 
jCipn;^ than w];iat this hoi^fe afforded. 



DALMALLYy and to Inferart. 

X HE lofty hills in this neighbom'hood, afford a 
variety of curious foflils. I can boaft no fuperior 
fldll in mineralogy; but my fondnels for its purfuits 
induced me to fpend a great part of the morning in 
ftraying through the fields adjoining to the inn, and 
<xaminin^, in the beft manner I could, the fofiils 

O o a which 
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which they afforded. What I chiefly obferved, wa» 
great abundance, every where, of limeftone. The 
landlord obligingly prcfented me with fome beauti- 
ful ipecimens of rock-cryftal. 

At no great diftance from the inn, ftand the church 
and manfe of the parifli of Glenurquhie. The mi. 
ftifter, Dr Macintyre, a very refpeftable clergyman, 
has, as I have been told, been for fome time, in the 
ufc of keeping a fort of fmall Academy- in this re. 
mote fituation. Perhaps the fituation maybe thought 
too fequeftered; it may be confidered as the fendifig 
the boys into a fort of exile,— to place them in fcenes 
fo folltary. Yet, it were furely much better, if our 
places for public education were all thus diftant from ' 
the allurements of the world, — than to have them 
in the midft of great towris, where the youth are 
expofed to all the temptations of diffipation and lux- 
ury. Here is opportunity and convenience enougl^ 
for all thofe fports and exercifes which are requifite to 
give young people, fpirits, health, and vigour: Yet, . 
here is not that multitude of amufements which in 
gayer, bufier fcenes, entirely withdraws the youngj 
mind from all attention to letters, and deprives it 
of all power of ferious thought. I know not that 
Dr Macintyre has ever undertaken the care of more 
than a very few boys, the children of his particular 
fricndSf 
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Among 6thcr fpots to which the landlord of the 
inn at Dalmally conduced me in the morning, was 
a height, called Barhafslmd^ the rcfidence of Mr 
M^Nab^ the reprefentative of a family of blackfmiths, 
who have occupied this ftation fince the middle; of 
the fourteenth century. The progenitor was, at that 
time, invited hither by Sir Colin Campbell of Loch- 
ow,— to fabricate the iron- work neceffary in the con* 
ftrucUon of the neighbouring caftle of Kilchurn^ and 
to work as fmitb to the family, and to the tenants 
upon the eftate. A line of his pofterity have, ever 
fince, jcontinued to praftife his craft on the fpot where 
he was fettled. The prefent rcprefentative of this an- 
cient family of blackfmithd is a very decent, intelligent 
* man. He received us kindly, carried us round his lit- 
tie demefne; talked with a degree of modeft pride of 
the antiquity of his family^ and of the ancient refpec- 
tability of the blackfmiths in this country: and at laft 
carried us into his houfe, where his wife, with true 
Gaelic hofjntaKty, entertained us with the moft de-p 
licidus milk I have ever drunk. * • His fervants were 
bufily employed in taking- up the potatoes from the 
ground : the crop feemed to be very plentiful. 

He carefully pointed out to tny obfervation, the 
remains of fome rude fortification which had once 
fiood on this height. Much of it has been demolifh* 
^{i? ^d t^« xnater)al3 removed. The earth has rifen 

over 
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Kxver fomc other parts. But the line of the waHf 
may ftill be traced; and the lowcft layers of its ftoncs 
have not bcfen altogether carried away. Hiofc 
^ones are vaft maffes, worn fmooth by the a£tion of 
i3\t air, and rain, and partly covered over with 
mofs. They feem to have been joined byfio ce- 
ment. The fort^-efs has been roumd, and of confix 
fiderable extent. This was indeed a natural enough 
^tuation for a fortrefs,-r-in the pafs between Glen- 
vrquhie and I^ochow. In the days of civil diforder^ 
when every petty chieftain was a fover^ign : and when 
4*he multitude of feparate interefts, and the ferocious 
tnanners of the times, — ^kept up a perpetual warfare 
in the land,— it was abfolutely neceflary to bar up 
£uch pafles as this againft hoftile invafion.-r-This old 
fbrtrefs feems to be of earlier foundation, than the 
Settlement of the family of Macnabs here. Mr 
Macnab and his neighbours wiihed to perfuade me, 
^at it was PiSiifh. But, as it is not probable, tha( 
^he Pifts ever occupied A^z'jlejhirjs^ \ was not indinr 
«4 tQ adopt their id^a^ 

I SAW here, alfo, another monument of ancient 
manners ; a coat of mail, with two head pieces of 
different faihions, which have been long prcfcrr 
ved by this family, as fpecimen§ of the workman- 
^p of their anceftors. Where every Highlander 
^as a foldier, a^d worp arms, a blackimith was ne- 
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ccfflarijy a man of high confequence. In the fimpfe 
ftate g£ aft the mechanic arts among this people, thafc 
of the blaekfinith who c4S)uld forge armour, was, by 
far, the moft complex,f and the moft highly impro- 
ved. The demand for his produftions was univep- 
£al. They were employed, too, for the moft ho* 
nourableof all purpofes. When s^l the moft ho- 
nonrable' perfons in the fociety were foldiers, he 
who furnifhed the foldier with his weapons for war,, 
eould not be a mean or defpifed man. I think it 
is Regner Lodbrqgy in his death fong, who celebratqi 
a viftory which he had obtained over a proud black- 
fmith, as one of thofe glorious deeds on which hfc 
reflected in his laft moments, with the higheft plejfr. 
fure. And, he muft have been no defpicable chz^ 
rafter over whom fuch a hero was not afliamcd to 
triumph. The prdgrels of civility has been unfa- ' 
vourabje to the dignity of the blackfmith. From for- 
png armour, his* hands have been degraded to the 
flioeing of horfes, the making of plough-irons, and 
other meaner works. In this country, there is na 
great demand for the employment of his art, even 
in thefe ways. Mr Macnab,^ therefore, although 
deicended from a i^unily of fmiths, has not bred 
any of his fons to his own trade ; fo that this an- 
cient line of black£inith$ is not likely to be much 
fen^sr maintainedr 

I AT 
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I AT length renewed my journey, and procefldcici 
through Hamilton's pafs, towards Inverary. In a 
morais near thb pa&) is a deep, circular hollow ; 
one of thofe pits, probably^ out of which the an* 
dent Highlanders are faid to have obtained an unc^ 
tuous fubftance, which they ufed in dyeing blacks 
At the weftern end of this pals, Loch-Awe^ with its 
iflands, and varied banks, opens upon the eye. 

Beside the road to tnverary^ another highway 
pafies at the eaftern end of Loch-Awe. This high- 
way conducts the traveller by Bunawe to Obanj on 
the weftern coaft. It winds along the woody fide 
of a mountain,,roUnd Loch- Awe, The bank rifcs pre- 
dpitoufly over the lake; and the road runs along the 
verge of the bank« There is no parapet on the ^dgc 
to prefertc the unwary traveller who might chance 
to ftumble, from plunging headlong into the water. 
Around Bunawe are extenlive woods ; a confideN 
able part of thefe have indeed been akeady cut down^ 
and chiefly made iiit# charcoal; the remainder is 
faft converting to the fanae ufe* The road between 
Bunawe ^nd Oban leads through a traft of country, 
-the furfece of which is diveriified l?y hills which ap- 
pear to have been formeriy covered with oaks and 
birches* Here and theJ'Q, over thofe hills are the 
ftumps of trees which have been of i great fize. 

N£AR 
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Keak. Oban flands Dunfbfihage caftle; and at 
Ibme fmaU diftance from Dunftafihage, Dunolfyy faid 
to have been a feat of the ancient fovereigns of the 
Scots, It was probably whfle the Scots were con* 
fined td the Hebuda and the Wcftern Highlands^ 
that their monarchs refided at Dunolly. The Eaft 
and North Highlands were then occupied chiefly by 
the Pids ; and evdn the more fouthern country as^ 
ht as the Firth of Forth. The vale of Clyde was 
the feat df a fmall principality of Britons. And the 
Angled of Northumbria eittended their fway ovef 
the foutherti counties of Scotland, lying adjacent to 
England. As the Scots ^rcad th^ir conquefts, the 
feat of government was transferred ftiU farther and 
farther fouth : Scon^, Stirling, Dunfermline, Lin- 
lithgow, Falkland, and Edinburgh became then the 
feats of fo many houfes of royal refidence. It is 
in the neighbourhood of Oban, Xhzt Loch-EHve^ 
an arm trf the fca, penetrates for a confiderable way 
into the inland country. From Oba$i,xthe traveller 
who chufes to vifit the Hebudae, may pais over in« 
to the iile of Mull : and from Mull, he may conti« 
nue his pilgrimage from iile to ifle, till he fliall have 
vifited the whole4 

But circumftances permitted me not to travel by 
the rcfUte which I have thus flightly traced, between 
DalmaHy and Obsn, . I pai&d through Lochow, di« 

Vefc- L P p rcaiy 
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refltlyforlnverary. In thelake which gives its naftnc 
to this diftriftj are fcvcral iflands. ^ On one of thef^ 
a low ifle, near the fouthcrn border of the lake, ap. 
pear the ruinous remsdns of Kilcburn cafUe, btiilt, 
as a feat for the lords of Lochow, at the period when 
ths firft blackfmith of the family of the Macnabsv 
Wa3 fettled at Barhafsland. This was in the middle 
of the fifteenth centuryi It is uncertain whether 
the founder was Sir Colin Campbell of Lochow, 
er rather his lady, while he himfelf was abfent on 
an expedition Into the- Holy Land. It was cnlar^. 
ged by hisfucceffors,. tbelieve; that it has not been 
very long entirely deferted- It ftill exhibits the re^ 
mains of apartments which havetbeeahandfome. 

The family of the Cami^bells, who occupy al* 
moft all Argylefliire^ and are very extenfively dif- 
fufcd through the reft of Britain, and even through 
Ireland, — are a race who have been opulent and ho- 
nourable ih this country from the remoteft times to 
which the Scottifli hiftory afcendsi It ihould feenij 
that their anceftors muft haver been perfons of note 
among the firft Scottifli' colony that came hither 
from Ireland. The old family firname appears from 
a grant of David II. to Colin Campbell bf Lochow, 
to have been O^Dwine or Macdwine. A defcendent 
•f the family having diftinguiflied himfelf in the fer« 
vice, of the Jpbig of France^: and having obtained in 

marriage 
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4narriage the heirefs of Beauchamp^ or, in the rude 
Latin of thofe times* of Bellus Campus^ in Normandy^ 
aflumed from this laft circumfiance, the appellatioa 
iwhich has been abbreviated into Campbell. His fon 
returning to vifit the land of his fathers, married 
his kinfwoman E-vah^ heif efs .of Lochawe, from 
'whom the lake and the diflrift received their name 
He retained the appellation which had been affumed 
by his father, and communicated it to his pofterity. 
In the line of hie fucccifors, a^Sir CoUn Campbell fo 
^iftinguiflied himfelf by fierce deeds of arms, as to 
obtain from his neighbours and 'dependents, the fiiv 
4iame of More : From him, the Irilh^ftiU>give tothe 
head of the family of ^Cs^pbdl, the denomination of 
Mac- Collan-More. Sir Neil Campbell^ fon to Sir Colin , 
fwas a^ve in maintaiiung the independency of Scot- 
land, and in.aflerting the righl» of the Braces to the 
Scottifh throne* 6ir Duncan CampbeJlj a^ubfequent 
Teprefentatave of this £simily, contributed greatly to 
the releafe of James I. from his confinement in Eng- 
land, and to his eftablifliment on theScottiih throne. 
'He firft affumed the title of Argyle. Hh third fori, 
:Sir Colin Campbell of *Gfem^r<>hy, was the founder 
of the fmiily of Breadalbane, and the fame who is 
tfaid to have built Kilchurn caftle. His grandfon, 
Colin, was raifed, by king James 11. to the dignity 
•of Earl of Argyle. He added, by marriage, the 
'^ftate of Lorn, to the eftate of his own famHy,. 

Fp 2 which 
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which he inherited. Earl Archibald^ one of his fiiCr 
ccffors, was the firft head of the fapiUy, that embra- 
ced the Proteftant reli^on. This Earl's fon and 
fucceffor, Archibald, died in the office of Lord 
High Chancellor of Scotland. Archibald, a fubfc- 
quent Earl of Argyle, dilHnguiflied himfelf by the 
fuppreffion firft of the M^i^gregorsj and afterwards, 
of a tnore formidable infurredUon of the Macdonalds^ 
and was rewarded for thefe fervices, with a grant 
of the whole county of Kintyre^ In the latter part 
of his life, embracing the Popifli religion^ he went 
over into Spain* After reiiding in that country io^ 
a number of years, he obtaiped permifiiou to retuni 
home, and dk4 at Londpn, in 46389 

Archibald, Earl and Marquis of Argyle, foil 
and fucceffoF to the laft-mentioned Earl, a^d a 
bufy and conspicuous part in the turbulent tranfacr 
tions which took place in Scotland, in the.middle of 
the laft century. He ftood at the head of the Pret 
byterian intereft j yet a^ed for a while ^th the 
minifteirs of Charles L who laboured to fupplant 
Prefbytery in Scotland with Epifcopacy. But he 
would not renounce his attachinent to tbp' religioR 
of his country ; and, they, knowing their views to be 
hpftile to it, could not cordially truft him* Religion, 
ambition, and a fearful care for his fafety aj^iear to 
l^aye at t^mes cpmbified, and at times to have counter* 
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lAed each ether in his breail, fo as to warp his prin« 

qplei of a<3ion» and jto give a crooked dIreAion to hi^ 

(Condud. He would not co^poperate in the ineafurcai 

^iggeftcd by Laud, for the ?ftabUfhment of Epifcopa* 

(yin Sootl^nd ; yet ftrovc to vindicate his conduA as 

»ot hoftile to the views of the Court. He afted with 

his rountrymen, when they rofe in ^rms againii 

Cluirles ; yet correfponded with the Marquis of Ha«» 

milton, in the view of bringing about a pacificationv 

Hepretended to fupport Charley, when his Parliament 

of Englaind went to war with him ; but a£ted fo colder 

ly and fo cautioufly, that his fervices feem rather to 

have injured thi^n benefited thsi^t unfortunate prince, 

He was aftive in inviting Charles II. to Scotland, 

and feems to h^ve been faithfyl to his interefts, 

while he few any pr^peft of converting the young 

prince to prefbyterianifm, or of enabling him fully 

to afiert his rights. Charles is faid to have, for his 

part, a&ed no left artfully than Argyle. He gave 

him hopes, that he would marry one of his daugh* 

ters, if through hi^ means, he might again be raifed 

tQ the throne of his gnceftors ; and pretended a re^ 

fped: fixr the Earl's counfels which muft have been 

highly gratjCful to h\& pride. Even then, however^ 

Argyle was difiruiled by Charles' beft friends. When 

the young monarch's affairs became again defperate, 

the crafty Earl made his peace with Cromwell. At 

tlie tef^oiatioiiy he hop^ to regain Charles' favour. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



3M JOURNEY THROUGH 

But, either Charles could not foipve him ihe xt*. 
ftraint, and compliance with the aufterities of Pre£- 
byterianifm with which he had formerly harafibd 
the young prince at the time of his cwonation at 
Scone ;—H)r perhaps Charles' minifters in Scotland 
dreading Argyle as the leader of the Prefbyterian 
intereft, were willing to rid tibemfehres, by a fhort 
procefsy of a rival with whom they were not well 
able to contend in abilities and artifice. It is thus 
in civil diflenlion, that the men of abilities are for 
the moft -part, firft cut off. The blockheads cannot 
contend with them in aught but brutal fbroe : and 
confcious of their Inferiority, they have inftant rc- 
courfe to bloodfhed, the only art in their power. 
When the men of abilities agaun have their dull rivals 
an their power, they defpife them too much to think 
It neceffary to deftroy them. 

The next Earl was In Bke manner, involved in 
the guilt of rebellion. But, the circumftances of 
his father's trial and execution, the ftatc of the 
^ngdom at that period, the views and conduft of 
the adminifhration to whom the afisdrs of Scotland 
were entrufted, — ^feem to have, altogether, fo juft- 
!y provoked him, that where his condu6): was r6 
bellious, it can hardly be faid to have been crimi- 
tial : And while he alfo fell on the fcaffold, he fiirc 
1y left behind him a iairer charaAer than his father. 

The 
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'l^c 'next heaul of this noble £unily was aftive im 
promoting the revolution. !His fon, the famous 
John, Duke of AFgyle was confefledly one of. the 
greateft men of hi» age : a warriour, an orator^ ^ 
fiatefman, a man of tafte, and of the moft refpecr 
table, domeftic charafter. The fubfequent repre* 
fentatives of this family have not difgraced their il- 
luArious pace. 

On Fraoch Elan, another of the ifles in LocfaK 
awe, are ftill to be feen the ruins of an old fortreis^ 
fliaded by lofty trees. On the little ifland of Inniu 
hail was once a feat of Ciftercian monks, dependent 
an the abbey of Dunkdd. The ruins of the church 
are ftill to be feen, and among thefe, fome ancient 
tombs, of rude workmanihip.^ One ifland, nea? 
Ae weftern edge of the lake, the name of which 
however, I either did not enquire, or negleded to 
note down, is now ufed as a warren for rabbitsi 
At another place, dole by the way-fide, I obferved 
the remains of one of thofe circles of ftones which 
are commonly confidered as monuments of the an^^ 
tient Druidical worfhip; Here and there between 
the edge of the loch and the gently rifing declivity of 
the adjacent hills, I remarked a good many barrowsi. 
On the northern fide of the lake appears Hay^eld, 
a newly built houfe, it fhould feem, — ^and the feat of 
Mr Macdougah' It&£tuation is a good one f. but the 

environs- 
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environs are too bare of wood. The Gaelic is Qui 
common lan^agc of this diftri<ft. And as I wa» 
ignorant of this language, I found it not a little dif- 
ficult to obtain anfwrers to thofc enquiries which the 
appearances of the country fugg€^d to n30. 

These people are^ I believe, a fimplc, virtudu* 
race. The clergyman under whofe paftoral card 
they are, is, I am told, aii old man of the moft 
amiable fimplicity of manners^ He is remarkable 
for the fondnefs with which he ftill admires his 
^ood old wife. In his difcoiirfcs in the pulpit he 
:often addrefles his hearers with untiAial particulari* 
ty^ which from any other than fuch a venerabk^ 
tAd man, might perhaps have rather a hidicrous d* 
feA. He frequently adduces" foif example perhapt 
prions who are prefeiit hearing hitn* The favott** 
tke example which he feems beil; pJeafed to quote, 
k, that of his own wife. When inculcating m* 
dttftry, he will occafionally call the good women of 
the pariih to remark and imitate his: wife's induf- 
try. His coat, he will tell thedit, his veft, his breech^ 
es, his fhirt, his neck-doth, his ftockings,-— ever/ 
thipg he has on, ^re of her making : And in like 
manner ought they, in Itnitation of her, and of 
the virtuous houfewife cdebrated by Solomon, who 
was only a prototype of her, to prepare garments 
Sor their hufbsuids and fimailies^ Such is the ac^ 

COUfit 
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tount of this good did man's fimplidty of tnaniier 
ad oonjugal fondneis, which I recelTcd from a yery 
amiable young lady. 

At CladicBy tht highway turns from Lochow fide» 
and leads nearly in a fbiith weilern diredion towards 
Inveiary. Soon after I hid loft fight df the loch, 
iiight began to fall. But, the evening was fair 
and ferehe; and the afped of the (ky was beautifrilly 
diverfified by niimberlefs light, thin, flitting douds. 
Their forms were as various as their numbers ; and 
their colours, tod, varied with the fize, depth, and 
difpofition of each for receiving and reflc&ing the 
faint rays of the fetting fttn. Such a fky b a plea^ 
fing, interefting fight. It fuggefts a thoufiuid, i£ 
iiot gay, y(^t chearful and foft fubje^ of. excurfioa 
to the fancy. The fceiie beneath Was a bleak, open 
hestt:h. I was well pleafiid therefore to gase on tha 
flitting dioitds, to think of aU the various modifica« 
tlons of light, by morning or evening, by the chan- 
ges of the feafons, by the diverfified e&ds o£ the 
atmofphere <md its meteors ;-*>^and to refleft on the 
l^arioiK tSt&s which the varied diftribution of light 
produces on the affieft which things prefent to hu-* 
man vifion, and on the emotions which their appear- 
ances exdte in the heart. The road at length en^ 
t^td upcm the Aorth-eafiern bank of the river Jiry^ 
and cotklitAed me down the bank, to Inverary, in 

Voi. L <^q the 
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lite feme direction with the ftream. Woods arr 
fqattcrsd upon the banks of this finall river.- Htre: 
and there are farm-houfes, not exhibiting indeed a: 
very fnug or comfortable afpeft. Two or threa 
handfomer hdufes are feated in pichirefque fituati- 
ons among the woods* The peafants feemed to be 
fcantily dad>; and fpoke only. Gaelic. As it ap- 
proaches-nearer to the town, the road is more and 
more fbeltered with wood, and leads through more 
pleaiing lahdfcapcs,' Thexoimtry opens ; the prof- 
peel: is again :ihul: up with hills; and agsan it q)ens 
as the hills are. pafled. It was^ night, however^ aiid* 
L .coTdd^ not enjoy the. full grandeur or beauty of 
th^C^ fcenes ; only the dearne& of the evomi^ af- 
forded ine a jfaint-gUnimer of. the outline, and the 
contours. tKTear thehjoufe? of Inverary, the road is 
parted fjom the ftream, fo that the houfe ftandsK)n 
a triangular fpace bounded by the highway, the river 
Airy, and Loch-Fine»~at thebafe of the triangle. 

Wb at length r*ach^ Inverary, arid entered the 
Biagnificxnt inn which the Duke of Argyle has crec-; 
ted here, and wlxich is kept by a Mr Marque&. 

Inverary. 

. THE fituation of thi§ town is beautiful. Stand- 
ing clofe uoon the Ndrth-Eall border of Loch-Fine,, 
j^ ha8> on the- one iide, the. escp^i^ of this loch, or 

> .. rathcB' 
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:r2itWr arm of the fea ; the oppofile bank of which, 
although not richly crowded with marks of cultiva- 
:tion, yet exhibits rather a cheerful profpeft. On the - 
fide of the land, the town has firft before it a fine plain, 
of no great breadth, indeed, but finely fprinkled 
with wood, and divided into fields :for cultivation; '. 
while wooded hills rife immediately beyond it: Clofe 
behind the town, on the edge of this. plain is a noble 
avenue-^of elms, I think— ^-the venerable aipeft of: 
\i^hich bfifpeaks their great antiquity: and at the. 
north. weft terminatiiMi of this avenue is a large tree, 
the trunk of which divides, as it rifes, into two 
feparate fiems which are again united. Towards 
one end of this plain ftands thecaftle of Invera- 
ry ; The eye cannot purfue it tq thc-other end, as 
it winds along the border erf" the Jake. 

The dd y^wn has been removed, as well as the 
«ld caftle. Former travellers fpoke of it as having 
been fingularly mean. The -new town is not re- 
gular, or large. But, its houfes are remarkably 
handfome — ^for the fituation. The inn is indeed a 
noble one, and is accommodated with excellent fta- 
bles. Here, too, I found reafon to complain of the 
want of bells. The fervants feemed to be too few 
for the extent of the inn, and not to have their pro* 
per pofts aaid talks, affigned them v^dth a diftributi- 
ian fttfiicietitly judicious. They did not always at- 

' '' Q^q 2 . tend 
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tend when called; biit when they appeared^ theiv 
anxiety to oblige^ ea^y induced me to cxcufe their 
delay. 

Invbrary is the county town for Asgylefhire. 
Here, confequently, is juilice admintftered by the 
Sheriff-depute, and his fubftitute. The reildence 
of the Duke of Argyle in the nei^bbquring caftle 
naturally makes the town, the residence of fome of 
his fervants and dependents. It3 maritime fituad- 
on gives it sujv^tages for fiihing and at leaft for ^ 
icoafiing trade. And it is adfq a niarket-town for 4 
wide extent 0^ fucrounding country ; as well as the 
feat of the mechanics \yhofe labour i^ necefls^y to 
fupply thp mpre necpflary and common convenieti? 
fies of life, to the inl^abitant; oi this difbi^. 

Inysrary h^^ now fo much the air of ft place of 
entirely modern ere<ftion, that even tl^e noble Gor 
thic ftrufture of the csdUc cap hardly impre& the 
ftranger with the convi^k>u of its having been a 
feat of focial life fince the end qf the fourteenth cm- 
tury. It was howqyer inhabited about that period, 
by a Colin furnamed from his whims and firaoge 
^exploits, Jongallacb or the wonderful. This chiefr 
Uin carried his potions of magnificence in hoipita- 
lity to fuch a ibran^ liength, that when vifited by 
tl^e O'Neils of Ireland, he burned his houfe at In* 
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ftftry, til order to have a pretence for entertain!^ 
119 them in his fuperb fidd-equipa^. The great; 
tower vhkh vas oot many years iince demoliihedy 
Via hqtilt by Sir Colhi Campbell c£ Glenurchy, guar* 
dbn and uiide to the young earl of Argyle, in the 
iniddk of the fifteenth century. In the turbulept 
tknes of the laft century^ Argyleffaire, and parti* 
pxlariy Inverary was repeatedly ravaged-— by the 
galant Montrde, the invetei^ate |cnemy of the Camp- 
bdls,-^by Iriih troops lent hither by the Marquis of 
Antrim,-Trand afterwards, £0 lately indeed as about 
the year 16859 by a neighbouring clan who wer^ 
ideputed to ravage Argyle, in revenge for the re^^ 
b^on of the £aii» with Mopmputh. In the plain^ 
near ti^i fite of the present caftie fiands a long, rude 
pillar of a fing^e fione^ marking as a monument| 
the fpQt on whidi ikventeen gentlemen of the name 
of Campbell, were on this laft occafion, maffacred 
togethen In the rebellion of the year 1715, Archi- 
bald, earl of Vay^ maintained the caftie (^ Invenrj 
againft thie rebds^ irith a garnfon by whom they 
ffmt detprced from attacking it. 

In the forenoon of the next day after my arrival 
^ I»verary, I was defirous to vifit the caftie* A 
(banger eafily obtains admifiion to fee the faoufe 
9tid ^rovnds^ upon communicating hisname. The 

prefinit 
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prefent cafUe b a modern building, begun fay AvtSlU 
])ald who having been^ firfl:, Earl of Iby, fuccecd-; 
rcdy upon the death of his brother, the celebratedt 
John, to the dukedom of Argyle. He lived not? 
to furniih this magnificent edifice. It has been furw 
nilhed by the prefent Duke. It is a fquare building, 
with round towers at the four corners. It as built of 
a blue lapis ollaris brought from the oppofite fide of 
the lake. I muft confefs that the appearance of thi$ 
houfe, as I approached, reminded me too ftrongly 
by it^ form and colour of a Cdrron^Gratey to fufier 
me to «njoy the magnificence fo l^gUy, as I ihould 
probably jiave otherwHe done. Its^ height is feen, 
at a diiadvantage, in confequence of the near vi« 
cinity of the towering mount of Dun^hqueauh ; 
whofe fummit almoft hangs over it, ^and thus 
makes it feem by comparifon, Idk than At mi^t, 
if no fuch objed were at hand. The Qothic 
firudure was wifely preferred for the principal (eat 
: of fo ancient and honourable a family, in a wild 
country, and under a dreacy dimate. The loWf 
is grand, and is .finely ornamented by fire-armi 
which belonged to one of the late Fencible regi- 
ments. The ftate-rooms, are moft Superbly fioflh- 
efd and furnilhed;— rather fupcrbly, however, 
as I am inclined to think, than elegantly. I db- 
ferved in fome of them fpecimensof a good, aL* 
though rather coarfe marble from the ifland of Tir-^ 

xce* 
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see. HcK were !dfo various portraits. I looked \^tb 
reverence cin thit of the celebrated John, which rci 
pfefents him, fuch as he was in early youth. In a low 
room in one of the turrets, appropriated to thi 
l^urpofe of a library, ^s a fine head which the fer- 
▼ant who fliewcd me the houfe, iaid to have been 
lately brought from Rome by the prefent Duke; 

From the caftle I went to walk through the gM-i 
liens. They are ipacious, confifiing of kitchen-gar- 
dbn, flowertgarden, orchard^ and nurferies, with » 
hot-houfe, and green-houfe. A number of men are 
continually employed in dr effing them. But, fo un- 
favourable is the climate, or fo unfkilful the ma-^ 
nagement of the gardeners, that I fufped the gar* 
liens, to be.ieldom in the beft order defireaUe. 

. Thx office-houfes are large, and fingularlyconunox 
ifious. Theyformafquare,oneiideofwiiichisoccu» 
pied by vaft bams, conftruded and fitted up in a 
peculiar .manner. In the walls are apertures at pro^ 
pd: diftances, . for the ftee admiifion of the external 
air. The doors are widened fo« as to render than 
rather fheds,* than dofe hou&s. Around the inte*- 
nor walls, from the floor jto the roof are hung 
knatches to receive the iheaves of corn even when 
jaewly cut. The lofts are airy and open. And 
jjurousph the whole, fimilar knatches,. fome* fiiced to 
. \ the 
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the roof» the lofts, or the vhSky andfomeoamd^ 
able pedes, have beenequaUydi^fed. Itisnotnece£* 
£u7 for the pofleflbr of foch bafns, to leave hitf comt 
to dry in the fidds, a&er it has been cat down. It 
snay be immediately removed under this al^^er; and 
the iheaves dry, as certainly here, as if ezpofed in 
fair weather, to the open air. In the dimate of Inve-^ 
tary, and particularly in the prefent feafon, barns 
^e thefe are more n&ful than in other ptktces*, and 
It other times. The coi^n muft here be often cut 
down, before it can ripen} and it can fcarcely ever 
Be well dried by ekpofure in the open fields. la 
many other infiances, the Duke cif Argyle's cars 
has rendered thefcf office-^houies remarkably cotta 
toodious. I obfcrvtjd a new contrivance for pen^ 
ning in the calves^ in winter ; bi^t ejcamined it not 
thinutely enough to be able to give a diftinft di^ 
fcription^ It vrx with pieafure I learned that the pre* 
feitf: Duke of Argyle is peculiarly attentive to -every 
thing that can tend to improve the pTadice of agri^ 
cidture or the breed and management of cattle. It 
.becomes a great land proprietor to petfoa^m, at hU 
owii ri£k^ thofe experiments without whidi a^tnil* 
tore or indiiftry of any kind cannot be ituproved, but 
which, as their event raitft be doubtful, cannot iaklf 
be ventured izpon, by the petty £iirmen To fiich 
porpofes as thefe, the Duke of Argyle appropriates a 
IB)eral, annual funa. I was rather difappointed at 

finding 
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finding, upon enquiry, that the Diike had not yet^ 
m his zcdl for the improvement of agricnlture in all 
its parts and dependencies, tried the threjhing ma^ 
chine, the ufe of which has been adopted by the far- 
mers of Berwickfliire, of Stirlingfliire, and of othcU 
parts through the kingdom ) — ^knd which has been 
found 16 abridge fo happily tWs part of the labour* 
of hufbandfy. On an eminence, at about the difc 
tance of a tnile, or perhaps fomcwhat more, is thd 
Duke's Dairy, where a number of cattle arfe reared* 
The extent of the level ground conligttQus to Inver- 
iry, is about twelve hundred acres. A larger pro* 
portion of it is ufed as pafture and hieadow, than 
what Is cultivated for the produftion cf corn. 
Woods bc<iupy the fronts of the hills which rife above* 
They confift of various fpecies of trees ; pines, afli* 
es, and Oaks. Some noble, iingle trees are fcattar- 
ed over the plain. And a conflderable prbportion 
of the whole wood is venerable by its fize and agei 
The Airy winds with a beautiful courfe upon ,th« 
fouth-eaft fide df the caftle. A winding way leads 
6vef it, by a Widge, td the fuhlmit of Dun4-queaidi^ 
I unfortunately could not fpare time to dimb this 
height. The prof^eft muft be interefting £rom its 
top. But, lam told that the caftle is rather feea 
to a £fad vantage from this fiation. 'I apprdiend, 
that a &ilful gacotogift might poffibly regard this 
(ftninbnce of Dun-i*queaich, as having been the cnu 
Vol-. L Rr ter 
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tcr of a volcano, at fome sera or other in the hiftory 
•f the terraqueous globe. Its conic form, the co-^ 
luinnar ftrudiure of its rocks, and the various mi.* 
neral bodies which- it affords, all concur to counte-^ 
Ranee this idea. But^ if ever thefe regions wero 
wailed by voleanic fires, it haS' been* at a period 
more remote than the date of the earliefl records of 
StOttifli hiftory. Oj^ the fummit- of Dua-iqueaich 
fiands a folitary watch-tower ; which, to' the fpec- 
tator from the plain* below, confiderably improves 
tbe.pidurefque dOTed of the mcHwt. 

' Lvcff Fi:^£ is the largieft arm of the fca penetra-* 
ting inlaid, in Scotland. Its length, between In^ 
Terary and the Mull of Cantyre is near to an hun-^ 
drcd miles,? Near its mouth the fea communicates 
with many other large openings into the land. It 
afibrds abundance of fi(he^ of various fpecie^; amon^ 
which are cods, haddocki^, whitings, and in the pro- 
per feafon, great plenty erf herrings. In the fiihing 
qf the latter, no< fewer than five hxrndred boats arc- 
ocea&mally employed. Their fuccefc is generally- 
f«ifficiently enceura^ng. Of the fiikes thus taken, 
a pajt are difpofed of , in their frefli fiate; the reA 
are cured, and fent to Glaigow for exportation. I 
was regaled with a delicious diih of haddocks at 
dinner ;. and had^ in the morning, fome deUcate, 
firdh herriugis at bseakiafiu The fiihery of thk lak«> 

i» 
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fs a ibnrce of opulence, and a field of indttftry t© 
•be inhabitants of the adjacent country. It alfe 
renders Invcrary a place o£ fome trade, and gives 
X)ccafion to frequent intercourfe between this place, 
and Greenock, Port-GIafgow, and other places on 
Che weftern coift of the kingd^osu 

Yet the poverty of thefc diftrifts requiring few 
imports, a^d affording but few articles, compara- 
tively fpeaking, for exportation, renders that com- 
mercial intercourfe lefs confiderable than might be 
wifhed. The difficulties which attend the naviga^- 
tion of thefe coafts are other additional €)bflacles to 
its advancement. The fituation of the whole tra6t 
ef coaft, remote from thofe ^ncs where opulence, 
induftry, and commerce defight to exert, and t^ 
difplay themfelves, is not the leaft of the difacvan- 
tages to which k is fabjeft,— as a feat of fodal life. 
Since the feat of our government was transferred ta 
England, the improvement of Scotland in general, 
has been carried cm by flower gradadons. England 
afforded fcM: a long while, encouragements which 
naturally allured our enterprifing countrymen from 
their native land : and it prefented at the fame time 
gratifications to luxury and tafte, equsdly powerftii 
-to attra& away the gay, the luxurious, and the 
opulent. Being, by muGh, the moft important 
wurt of the Britifh dominions, other parts were va-^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Si« JOURNEY THROUGH 

lued only as they might be made fubfcrvient to iti 
grandeur and improvement* Unfortunately for 
Scotland, too, its Commons who were juft begint 
^ing to attain confideration in the political k^k^ 
when their monarch fucceeded to the Englifli throne, 
became, by this event, lefs neceffary to aid him ar 
gainft the overgrown power of hi^ nobles, and were 
degraded for a while into their ancient feudal infig- 
nificance. The ibvereign needed not their aid a- 
gainft a nobility whom he could now deprefs by the 
power of another kingdom, daz2;le by the magni$« 
cence which it conferred on him, or buy to fervility 
with its wealth. The pobility and gentry of Scot- 
land, had not yet learned, that their trueft intercft^ 
iprere to be found in the cultivation of their cftates, 
md in promoting the general opulence and civiliza^ 
tion of their country. Trade, manufactures, agri- 
culture, all th^t feemed more immediately to regard 
the intcrefts of the Lower Orders in Scotland, were 
therefore neglefted, till the civil diffenfions of the laft 
century began to arife. Thefe had indeed in Eng- 
land a partial ceilation, for foffie part of the reign 
q£ Charley II. In Scotland it was otherwife. Here 
one continued contention for religion, fpr life, for 
liberty prevailed frpm the firft origin of oppofition 
to the government of Charles L till the firuggl^ 
V«|terWP2ited in the I^evolution of 1688. 
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After tins liiO: period, th^ Commons of Scot*, 
land feem to have rifen to higher confideiation; 
Their interefts became more an obje^ of national 
concern. Scotland, and not merdy its emigrating^ 
natives began now to derive fome advantage irotn 
its conne^on with England. Yet was the actvan^ 
tage, at firft but inconlideraUe. The Union did 
not by its immediate confequences greatly improve 
it. But, the Union had, of nece^ty, a gradual 
operation. The rebellions in which the Scots were 
fncceflively engaged by their loyalty to a line of fo- 
vereigns ddcended from among themfdves ;-^madd 
the Englifli and the Scots themfelves, by d^^rees^ 
better acquainted with the importance of North 
Britain. But, thofe parts of Scotland which wem 
nearefl: conneded with England, thofe which wera 
previoully the moil opulent and mo& fertile, thofa 
which poiTeifed the beft advantages of iituation-wet<^ 
naturally the firft to be benefited by fuch circum«i 
i^ances as arofe to favour Scotland in general. It is 
long before any part of a country which has but ju^ 
begun to thrive, can receive its quantum of iixlu£# 
try, of wealth, and of population. Until it ha^ 
received this, however, it will difiufe but few oi 
the advantages which it enjoys over other places lefii 
poured, however nearly they may be ccmneAe^^ 
i^th it. The feats where manufafluring iaduflay 
firft ^j^liii^d itfdf, vx Scotl^> the ports whidi 
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'were firfk occupied by reviving trade, the fceacs 
which enlightened and laborious agriculture firft a^ 
domed and enridied— could not immediately coai- 
muttic9te over the kingdom, the advantages by 
which they were firfi imj^-oved. There was fom&i 
thing, too, in the peculiar charade of the inhabit 
tants of the Highlands and Iflands of Scotland, fin- 
gttlarly unfatvourable to the advancement of any fpe^ 
fies of indufiry among themu 

Such is the general train of events and dream* 
fiances which to me appear to have retarded the 
improvement of the Highlands, and with thefe, of 
other parts o( Scotland. Let our politiciai^s re* 
member, too, that all parts of ^every kingdom can«> 
not be at all times, the moft flouriihing. In the 
moft opulent, populous, and improved difbids of 
Great Britain, their art many places which ancl* 
entiy flouriihed, but are now in a ftate of df&h- 
tion or decay. Yet the diftrids to which they be- 
long are, in the whole, in a flo^riihing conditioiu 
Other [daces more advantageous, in forae refpeft 
or other, have, by transference received the qni^ 
lence and population which thefe fcenes, now ven«» 
rable only by ruins and by their ancient glory, cmce 
pofleffed It b, for various reafons, with indnftry, 
^d population, as with money. They cannot riie, 
jb any place above a certain levd* When the due 
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keight has been attained, the accumiiiated heap ful>^ 
fides, and ^reads over the immediate environs^ 
Spittalfields in London was the firft feat of the iills^ 
manufadure. The increafed expenee, and by con-* 
feqnence, the rifing price of labour rendered it at 
length eligible for the manufldurersto^fpread their 
eftablifhments over other parts of the kingdom^ 
The branches of the linen manufacture did not es^ 
tend themfelves into the Highlands of Scotland, till 
the ntanu£id:urers were induced to look out for 
j^es where they might have their labour perform^ 
ed at a cheaper rate than in the more opulent pro-^ 
vincesv The cotton* works, althou^ fo lately in^ 
troduced among us, have, through the operations 
ef the fame caufes, been fcattered very generally 
through the kingdom. The gentlemen in the 
fiorth««aftem parts of Scotland are eagerly promo- 
ting fuch eftablifhments upon their eftates. Jn the^ 
north-weft Hi^xlands, fimUar eft^liihments have 
been attempted* I was mudi pleafed with a piece 
of information which I received from a manufa£tu« 
ler of Olafgow. Some weavers from Orkney had 
come to find employment in Glafgow, After they 
hfld wrought there for fome fhort time, it occurred 
to them, that the fiune wages which they earned 
in dafgow, would make them twice as rich in 
their native country, as in a fituation where eve« 
ry artide of living was enormoufly dear. They 

returned 
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returned home. And now, they sire employed iii 
Orkney by Glafgow*manufa^rers, at wages which 
though not higher thin what they earned in Gla& 
gow, make them greatly richer. 

• It is this natural and neceffiiry flitting of opiulence 
and induftry which mijft chiefly promote the im^ 
iMrovement of a cotiritry. Otherwifc all accidental 
caufes will little avail. To this would I chiefly 
trufl: fot the future Improvement of the Highlands. 
Yet not (6 as to difcoiarage any extraordinary eSbrta 
Whi^h Government, or private individuals, or af- 
ibdate bodies, may chufe to make, in order to hafien 
the period which the natural progrefs of improve^ 
toent in the country 13^ likely to bring about. 

- Nay, t tnuft add, that when partiality t& oik^ 
piiti of a country has impoied difadvantages upoti 
toy othet part to which it wa^ not naturally fub* 
ysA I when incidental misfortunes have deprefled k 
beneath that nu^derate ftate 6f pro^erity in whicli 
it might dtherwiiie eafily have maintained itfelf;^ 
T^hen attention «i force on its impfovetnent may 
jsroduce con&quences fingttlarly betieficial to the 
whole community 4-^in all thefe cafes, it Teems in- 
coimbent upon an enlightened national government, 
and upoa patriotic iadividuals, to dired their 'e!ser« 

tioi» 
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tions with peculiar zeal, tp the cuhivation of the na* 
tural advantages of fuch a diftriA. « 

A GOOD many fuch exertions have been ahready 
faiade for the improvement of the Highlands. The 
calamities of war which they have fufFered, have.in-* 
deed almoft always terminated in their civilization, 
arid in the advancement of induftry through thfe 
Whole. Cromwell's foldiers taught the inhabitants of 
the north and eaft Highlands among whom they werfe 
garrifoned, fomc of the mctfl ufefuji arts of life to 
whicli they had till then been ftrangets; The later 
garrifons which it has been found neceflary to efla<* 
Uifh through this fame country have^ in like man^ 
ner, contributed to the improvement of their re- 
^aive neighbourhoods; The rents of the Forfeit- 
ed Eftates Were laid oiit by the Truftees to whofe 
•inanagement they were committed, much more to 
the improvement of the territories from which they 
Wete paid, than they had been by the hereditary 
proprirtorsi The abolition of the heritable jurift 
dididiis, iftet^ the rebellion of 1 745, contributed cmi- . 
iiently to the fuppreffidn of that turbulence which 
had hitherto prevailed through thefe regions. Even 
the prohibition of the ancient Gaelic drefs, and the 
difcouragement of th« ancient Gaelic maimers con- 
tributed much to advance the prdgrefs of civility 
twong thefe people; The next great advantage was 

VoJU. t* S s the 
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the conftruftjon of military roads through thcfi^ 
country. This opened it up, and rendered it accef- 
fible. The labours of the fociety for the propagation 
o^ Gllriftikn Knowledge have alfo done much for the 
general improvement of the people and of their coun^ 
try. Religious inftruftiofi and pious habits arc (6 
€oanefted with the virtuous arts^of life, and \^ith ha-^ 
bits ax fettled induftry, that-it will ever beimpbffible tcy 
communicate and to imprefs the former, without at 
feme the time propagatirfg the latter. Among other 
benefactors to the Highlands^, I am much pleafedta 
riame the late Dr Samuel Johnfton. Aletter written' 
by him contributed greatly to procure the Tranflation* 
of the- Holy Scriptures into the Gaelifc language. 
His account of his Journey tathe Wei^em Mes, drew" 
tlie eyes of the tarorki much more than before upott' 
tliefe parts.* Mis obfervations upon their ftate of 
improvement, and probable progrefs ih civility, fug- 
gefted much important mattet to thdfe patriotically 
Jnterefted intheir welfare. Even the unfavourable 
ikcts which he has reported with exaggeration, and' 
thofe of his reflexions, which may be fuppofed to* 
have originated in ignorance or inveterate prejudice^ 
have^ yet by awakening Gaelic pride to ufeful ex- 
ertion, done confiderable fervice to the people who 
exclaimed againft his calumny. He deferves the* 
praife of having^ contributed more than aimoft any* 

#nost 
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*#iie other pcrfon, to the progrefs of the fpirit )of 
planting in Scotland. — ^The emigration of great num- 
bers of tne Highlanders to America, immediately 
betbre the breaking out of the late American war, 
taught the great to confider, that the dependence 
was not wholly on the fide of the poor, but -was 
mutual between the two orders, — and thus obliged 
them to turn their cares to the encouragement of 
fuch arts, as might make the poor more comfortable 
at h^me^ arts whicli^ could not be promoted, with- 
out promoting the general interefts of all, and of 
this whole country. — The frequent refort of gay 
conipany to the North, for the purpofes of purfuing 
game, or of viewing its iccncry, has, in like manw^ 
ncr, rendered the ftate of this country better ^own, 
and more the object of improving attention.— The 
dangers of the navigation of thefe coalls have occa* 
fioned themto be examined, and their channels to 
be founded. The ihoals of fiihes with whkh they 
abound have alfo pointed them out as a mine of opu- 
lence. The demand which the increafing manufac 
Jure of glafs, has produced for the kelp prepared^from 
their fea-weeds, has been another circumftances for- 
tunate to them. — Let me not negleft to pay the de- 
served tribute of praife to the la4;e Mr John Knox 
of London, who travelled x^epeatedly through thefe 
Tisgions, and laboured with wonderful zeal and fuc- 
f^, to jpeifuade his countrymen to improve the n^tu- 

S.s 2 ral 
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ral advantages which he juftly enough teprcfent«4. 
them as poflefling: and to Dr James Anderfon, wh0 . 
was employed by Government to furvey them^ anc| 
performed the tafk with that earneftnefs to promote 
the improvement of the country which feems to b* 
his ruling paflion. The focieties of different defcrip: 
tions, who have made the ftate and the improvement 
pf the Highlands the great objects of their attention, 
arc entitled to the thanks of their country. Thii 
is one of the beft modes in which true patriotifnl 
can be difplayed. 

These are, I believe, the circumftances and pet* 
ions who have moft fignaUy contributed to advance 
the progrefs of induftry and focial life in thefe parts 
of Scotland. No very great progrefs has yet been 
made. Compared ipdeed with yrhat they were be^ 
fore the year 1746^ thefe diftrifts would unquefti^ 
onably appear to be mightily improved. But, com^. 
pared with what it feem$ not impoflible to improve 
them to, their condition is low, I was delighted 
therefore to learn, at Inverary,/that on the two days 
immediately preceding that on yirhich I arrited there, 
the inn and town had been thronged by a meeting of 
pf the Noblemen and Gentlemen of Argylefliirc who 
had aflembled for the purpofe of taking into their coxi^ 
jideration an eftimate of the probable expence of a ca- 
nal ptopofed to.be cut between Loch Crinan and Loch 

cap, 
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OiIp,^**fo as to cut off the dangerous navigation of 
the Mull of Cantire^ and greatly to abridge thd paC* 
fage between the Frith of Clyde, arid the Streights 
of Jurt. The advantages -mth which the Execution 
ttf this plan Will be attended, are more than I, in my 
Ignorance of the ftate of this country can enumerate; 
It will however greatly improve the navigation of 
thefe coafts. It will advance the induftry of theij^ 
Inhabitants. It will probably contribute to the ex- 
jteniion of their fiiheries. By bringing them viriualljf 
nearer to the great feats of wealth, induftry, and 
trade in Dumbartonihire, Renfrewfliire, and La- 
liarkfhire, it wiU alfpr contribute to extend to theal 
the advantages of thofe counties. By giving another 
great road, as it were to the country which it di^ 
Vidcs^ it will promote the intercourfe between the 
ii^abitants of its different diftrids. Above all, it 
Ib^rill fihgularly promote the improvement of the 
Hebud^e* A fuWcriptibn had been opened, at thd 
meding abovementioned, to raifc the fum neceffary 
for the e^tecution of this canal. A very large 
(um hid been eagerly fubfcribed ; for the profpeft, 
if Hoi of the repayment of the principal fum advani 
ccd, yet of the payment of large intereft upon that 
principal, was fufficiently inviting ; and the format- 
tion of a canal, was thus in fome meafure like the 
crcatiqh • of * * new tra& of land-property. The 
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whole has fincc been filled upj and the canal is like- 
ly to h^ happily executed. 

Some othpr projefts for the improvement of the 
Highlands and iflands of Scotland have not beea 
attended with all the fuccef^ defireable. Nature 
rejoices to be Jfeconded, but will not be forced- And 
indeed in the improyemient of countries, as^ the.arts^ 
many experiments muft commonly be made, before 
the defired perfeftion can be attained. Certain it 
is, if that the lands round the northern coaft of Scot^ 
land be barren, the feas are peculiarly rich. Thqr 
abound in moft of thofe fiflies^ which are fitteft for 
human nourrOiment. What wealth would they not 
produce in the neighbourhood of a great town^ 
And may not manufadhiring villages be fcattered 
around, — the inhabitants of which may confume 
thofe provifions which thefe parts afibrd, and which 
cannot be fo w.ell conveyed to the feats pf populati- 
on ? Fifhes are a mii/ch moire pleafanjt article ef 
xiourifliment, frefh than falted. Although the ex. 
portation of falted filh may be a lucrative enough 
branch of traffic, yet the fifliing would be much 
more lucrative, if a confiderable par^t jof ithe fifhei^ 
taken^ could be confumed freih. 

. In thefe fcenes, fea-faring habits ought unc^bt^ 
edly |» be encouraged by every inducement which 
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the legiflature can hold' out- Our infular fitua^ 
tion, while it in fome fort doubles the extent of 
Qur. teritories, invites us to be failors, as much as^ 
hufbandtnen or artizans. Our attention to the ob^ 
jefts of navigation muft ever be the great guardianf 
of the national fafety. It is therefore of confequencc' 
for us to encourage every fpecics of trade and every 
mode of induftry which may Increafe the numbenr 
and improve the hardinefs and the fkill of our mari- 
ners. To thefe purpofes wa^ the famous Navigation 
A&. direded. It is for thefe ends chiefly, that our 
Weft India iflands are advantageous pofleffions. It is- 
becaufe raw cotton is a material imported in'Britifb 
Bottoms, that I think the manufadure' of cottons 
little lefs beneficial, than if the raw material were of 
Bfitifh growth* The fame end has, I hope, beea 
kept much in view when encouragements have 
been held out to induce Britifh fubjeds to engage 
in the fifheries. And for this end, above all others 
would I wifli to fee the fiflieries encouraged and 
diriving upon thefe coafts. I know not if the 
demand for faked fifli be now fo great through- 
out Europe, as it once was. The Roman Catholic 
religion, and the firicl obfervanee of Lent are cer- 
tainly faft declining. And, I fear that in confe- 
quence of their decline, there is a diminution in the 
quantity of faited fifh annually confumed in Europe.— 
I remember hearing of an honeft gentleman who ^« 
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ded himfelf a profound politician when he fu^gefti 
ed, that the obfervance of Lent had been originally 
introduced into the ritual of the Romilh Church, 
for no other purpdfe, than to enpourage the fiOieriesf; 
I am. not fure, that the Romiih Clergy were guid- 
45d, in the eftablilhment of this inftitution, by ft/ 
fenlightened a policy ; but I am well p6rfuaded, thit 
hs permanency has had the cflfccl, although it might 
iot be originally intended.— ^Yet, there maypoffibly 
have been an increafe in the population of Europe, 
more than equivalent to the diminution of the num- 
bers wbo confine thettifelves to the ufe of falted fiftl 
ifi Lent. Befides, other ftations, leife favourable 
l^rhaps thah thofe upon thefe coafts, ai^e frequented 
fpr the purpofe of taking fiihes which may be curedj 
tod brought to market ih a falted ftate* And why 
then, fhould not we encourage fiflierl^ here^ fioc^ 
the encouragemenit of them £eems fo neceflkry to 
promote our national ftr^ agth^ There was, I be- 
lieve, a time ^hen the fiflieries of Seotljiud v^rere iu a 
^ery thriving ftate, and were indeed one af the idiief 
fources from which the country derived afty wealth 
that it poflefled. In the reigns of the Jame&s, when 
* moft.of our fea-port towns rofe to a degree of con- 
jid^ration from which many of them have i^ce de^ 
dinjedi the fiihes caught and cured by the Scots wereia 
tequeft through all the South of Europe. Thecfta^ 
bli^bment of prefoyteriani&i, wd the trauj;^^ which 
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tttcndcd it ; the rife of the Dutch commonwealth, 
ivith the adivity and frugality of its traders ; the 
Negligence of government in refpeft to the welfare 
hf Scotland, after the acceffion 6f oiir fovereigns td 
the throne of England; the civil ' diffenfions hf 
which induftry was interrupted, and the country 
tavaged during the greater part of the taft century ; 
with a variety of other caufes which I cannot enu^ 
inerate— concurred to frighteti or withdraw us front 
the v/6rking of this mine of wealth. We havtf never 
fince heartily returned to it ; although endeavours 
have been ufed to reftdre td us the advantages of 
thefe fiiheries on our own coafts. 

But i im truly incliiled td believe, that our fiflii 
erics on thefe coafts will never be. profecuted to tlie 
Inoft advantageous height, till eftablifhments of ma- 
iiufaAure ih the immediate neighbourhood, fhall 
bring hither a population to confume the proviflons 
Ivhich the fea affords in fuch ibundance. Let our 
inanufkfhirefs fpread themfelves round thefe coafts : 
Let the quarries of marble be opened : Let the mines 
be wrought : Let the dbblilhments of every fpecies 
of induftiy which fiipplies the leaft neceflary convcr 
hiencies of life, be dncouraged here : Let th^ coun- 
try be more ind morb opened up by the conftruc* 
tion of new ro2tds and new canals : Then will thefe 
fcenes be no longer mere ftore-houfft of provifions 
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and of the neceflaries of life : The provifions wffl b«' 
advantageoufly confumed on the fpot : The gifts of 
nature will be gathered with fuch increafed care 
that while greater quantities are confumed at home 
—perhaps greater quantities may alfo be exported 
abroad: Above all, agriculture, whidi muft ever 
thrive where there is a plentiful population, will be 
cultivated with earneftnefs, and with certain fuccefs: 
It irdifgraceful to the proprietors and the inhabi- 
tants of thefe diftrifts that agriculture is in fo back- 
ward a ftate among them ;. Jifgraceful, that fcanty 
2S is the population, they cannot raife grain and ve- 
getables to fupport themfelves. If our oats, or bar- 
ley, or wheat will not thrive in their climate ; there 
are other hardier fpecies of grain, which they may 
advtotageoufly adopt. The black, oats formerly 
common through Scotland, are, I believe, of a cha- 
rafter more hardy than, the white oats which are 
now commonly raifed in their room.^ Potatoes tooj 
one of the moft nutritious of vegetables, thrive fuf- 
6ciently in, thefe parts. There is no want of manure. 
— Iwifhfrora my foul, that»ourbotanifts would zea* 
loufly turn to tlje difcovery of plants, ufeful either 
for their roots, their ftalks, or their feeds, whicli 
will bdl fuit unkindly foils and rude climates. Thus 
might they- greatly contribute to the advancement 
of agriculture, and to the improvement of the con- 
veniencies of huiiian life. — In fhort, the improve^ 
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ttncnt of thefe re^ons muft of neceffity advance 
fflowly. Our care muft be direfted not merely to 
the improving of any one or two of th^ natural ad- 
vantages which they poffefs. We muft attend to 
the whole together. Let them advance hand m 
hand. Let thqm aid each other's progrcfs. Canals, 
roads, the eftabliflunent of manufaftures, and the 
fcattering of manufadures in proper places muft 
come firft. The fiflieries will then promote the 
manufaftures ;^ the ms^nufadhires will promote the 
-fiflieries. Agriculture will advance hand in hand 
with both. And k wiH ^t length appear that hu- 
man induftry cau triumph <)ver all the difadvan- 
tages of climate and local ctrcumftances, and give 
comfort and dignity to focial Kfe by one expe- 
dient or another, in almoft every fituation over the 
globe. 

I have rambled into too many defultory obferva- 
tions on this fubjeft. But the nature of a fubjed fo 
intereffing as the improvement of thefe regions^ and 
the advancement of focial life in my native country, 
A^rill, I hope, plead my excufe. Before I fet out 
from Inverary, let me mention, that a woollen ma- 
nufafture has been attempted either in the town, or 
fomcwhere in its neighbourhood, not, I believe, 
with the very beft fuccefs. 

' ' Tt^ From 
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From Inverary to Arro^har. 

We left Inverary, at a Ute hour in the fofcnoont 
and proceeded down the north-eaft fide of Locli 
Fync. The way led us along a fine bridgeji thrown 
over the river Ary^ nearly where it difcharges it^ 
waters into the lake. As we advanced, wp had on 
one hand the wooded fide of Dpn4>queach : the 
lake ipfead its waters on the other. Where the 
hills ilanted to the lake ^^th a gentler declivity, the; 
inhabitants were bufy gathering their potatoes froiq 
the ground. In fome places they were gathering 
and carrying home dry furze and brulhwood, tq 
cover their crops, or their hpufes. Their afpe^t 
was commonly meagre, and their clothing {antj^ 
and ragged. * " ' 

At fomq diftance from Jnverary, upon a rock 
jutting out into the lake, and clofe by the way-fidc, 
fiands the old caille of Tunderagh^ which has been 
once fortified, and of which a part is ftHl iphabited^ 
I think, by a farmer's family. 

Soon after pafling Tunderagh^ the traveller reacheir 
the ftation of a ferry-boat, in which foot paffengeiy 
may be conveyed fl;raight acrofe the lake, to Cairn^ 
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fbtii. It is not, howev^9 fitted for tlie conveys 
ance of horfes. We continued our ride round thft 
fouthem extremity of thp lake. The country be- 
came more level before us, as we rode on. The 
&rm«boiifes, too, feemed to a£ume fomewhat of a 
more £aug and comfortable appearance. At xkd^ 
point of the lake, the adjoining ground w?s mar&y* 
After paiHng it, we again turned to the north-weft, 
and rode up the fide of the lake, to the inn at 
pairndow. 

The copntry here confifts of rude hills, fit only 
^r the pafture of fiheep and black-cattle,-~i[^rted^ 
)u)wever, towards the lake with tpdts*— commonly 
narrow— of level ground j which are partly fowi^ 
iwrith corn and planted with potatoes,— partly fenced 
in--^fbr kitchen-gardens,-r2U9d in part, where mar<« 
j(ky, and liable tp be flooded by the waters c^ the 
lake, kept as natural meadow. The population of 
jthefe tra<^ cannot be very plentiful j for, but few 
hands, comparatively fpeaking, can be wanted for 
the management of the lands : and thefe are not 
£cxnes to invite the refidence of people, who have 
pot firong r^fons of intereft to determine their pre^ 
ference (w them. Pity that there fhould not 'bo 
piore wood fcattered over thefe mountains ! When 
pMT fiorefts are cut down to make room for culdvar 
tion, . in the more fertile parts of th? kingdom ; 
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^others .might be taught to arife in thefe parts whence 
ciiltivation feems to be hopelefely excluded. 

The inn at Cairndow is intended as a fort pf 
half-way houfe, to divide the long ftage between 
Arroquhar and Inverary. It flands at the diftancc 
,of ten miles from the latter of thefe places. But, 
to foot-paffenger^ croffing the lake in the ferry- 
boat, this length of way is greatly abbreviated. 
The inn is fmall, fnug, and neat; the landlord 
whom I had the good-fortune to find in it, is one of 
Ae moft attentive, obliging men I have fean. The 
fiables are narrow, in proportion to the finaUnefs of 
the houfe. I wag conduced into a neat low par- 
lour, where every thing was decent and cleanly, 
and, notwithftanding the fcarcity of fuel in this 
feafon, a gladfome fire blazed on the Tiearth. I was 
foon refreflied with a comfortable dinner j the relifh 
of which Va? heightened to me, by the landlord's 
intejIUgent converfation, 

: This inn ftands, I think, on the eftate of Ard- 
kinglafe, the property of Sir James Campbell. His 
houfe is feen at fome fmall diftance weftward, near 
to the edge o/ the lake. The old houfe of Ardkin« 
glafs has become unfit for the accommodation of the 
family } and I learned that Sir James Campbell had 
* UtelY 
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tiaitely contrafted with a builder, to mfe another for 
the fum of between three and four thouiand pounds* 

It was late in the afternoon when we left Caim- 
dow ; and we had a dreary road to travel, to the 
next inn at Arroquhar. The way winds up the 
fide of a hiU, till the traveller enters a wild glen ; 
two rocky mountains rife in a ridgy form, on each 
fide ; a fcanty fiream running below« Hardly any 
heath or coarfe grafs foftens the rocky afped of the 
hills. The glen is long : towards the fouthern ez> 
tremity, it afiumes an afpect rather lefs rugged% 
But, the fegmentS' of the hills w^hich are there feen, 
stire of unufual forms : The day was juft declining 
Into twilight. The fky was clouded : And had my 
mind not been elevated by the grandeur, it muft 
undoubtedly have been oppreffed by the horrors off 
the fcene; 

At length, we croffed over the ftream, by a final! 
l&ridge, and the road tQok fomewhat of a fouth-eaft 
diredion. But, the environs prefented no milder 
afpeA. Frowning hills yet rofe above, on either 
jband. The glen below was uncultivated and bare«^ 
The road was narrowed almoft into a foot-path ; 
attid it led up a declivity, which, though not abrupt^ 
was however, extremely difficult of accefs. As 
ve proceeded, a fknall lake appeared on our right 
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band: but no flirubbery, no verdure adorned iH 
banks ; it was only a bafon w6rn out among the 
tocks : And the hills affumed a mor^ rtigged afpeA 
where they hung over it. The light fhad€s of twi- 
Kght were how melting faft away into the darkndl 
6f night. The time and the fcenes were fuch as to 
fuggeft all the gloomieft irid grahdeft ideas that can 
be affociated with night and wild folitudes. The 
machinery of Offian^s poetihy ; the ghoftsf of departed 
heroes^ riding in the cl6uds, or paffingoh the blafts; 
inalignaht fpirits fhedding their influence round, 
fepernatural daiig^ ready to alTail, while immedl^ 
Ate danger arid Natural dangers, feemed to befet the 
traveller,— were all naturally enough here ftfggeft- 
td to the imagihatiott. 

As tire gained upon tne ilcent, we left: Loch Refi 
tehind us; At length we found ourfelves on th^ 
iieighf immediately above' the gloomy vade of Glen-^ 
troe. It W2ts too dark for us to rdnark the feat pla- 
ted here whdn the road was formed, and to read the' 
infcripticm Rest and be Thankful. We proceed- 
ed, not without fome degree of horror upon our fpi- 
tits, down the winding way. It feemed, in the 
ferknefs, as if we were defcending into a deep ca-i 
i^egrn, with an irregular and craggy brink. TBdc 
crater of i wafted volcano could hardly have bectf 
more dreadful/ It was not mcrdy the ttemendeud 
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gloom, and the fearful fancies which fuch a gloom 
naturally fuggefts to the imagination, that impref- 
fed our fpirits with awe : But, fragments detached 
from the impending rocks, were fcattered over the 
declivity j the windings of the road, and its occa-* 
iionai afcents and defcents were hid from our eyes j 
and even our horfe^ feeming to be fenfible of the 
danger, became obftinate, >ahd were nbt without 
difficulty urged forward. The hollow murmur o£ 
h fiream heard from a diftance incrcafed our* hor- 
tor : No human habitation was nigh j No traveller 
met us ; we knew not the Ibngth of the glen ; nor 
whether crbfs-roads might not meet in it; and the 
windings and irreglilaritlcs of the way were front 
time to time, renewing'our fears. At length, we 
met feme travellers returning up tKe glen to their 
houfes, as they told us. We were clofe upon them, 
ere the darknefs of the night permitted Us to dit- 
tern them. The found of their voices alone was 
pleafing: and they gave us information which made 
us more eafy as to our progrefs on the road. Soon 
after, a farm-houfe appeared on one fide of the high- 
Way. We next croffed, I think, a ftream by the fide 
of which, but at fome fmall diftance from it, we had 
travelled for a confiderable part of this dreary road* 
We paffcd near by the houfe of Ardgartan^ and 
turning round the point of the eaftern arm of Loch* 
^oung^ at length reached Arroquhar. 

Vqu. L U u Some 
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' Some travellers have found the journey up GBi^ 
iroe fo little difagrceable, that they have fuppofed 
the infcription on the feat at the height of the decli- 
vity to have been fuggefted rather by the labour 
which it coft to form the* road, than by the difficuU 
ty which the traveller muft ftill find in the afcent* 
The labour of forming the road, cut ask is through 
almoft tte whole-length of the vale, in foUd rock^ 
Hiuft indeed have been? immenfc ; and the foldiers 
by whom it was formed, might well be thankful 
when they reached the fummit. But, no lefs thank- 
ful, in my eftitnaftion, will the traveller be, who 
either walks or rides up it. If he fits in a carriage 
he cannot be fd fenfibte of its difficulties. The flow 
motion of the horfes, with the impreflive charadcr 
ef the furrounding fcenery wiH, in this cafe, rather 
jnake the afcent pleafing. Before this road was for** 
med, however, no mode of travelling could have 
rendered it eafy to climb up the vale of Gleneroc 



ArM^har ; and to Lt/ss* 

iARROt:^HAR is feated, in one of the moft z>^ 
greeable fi'tuations whiich thefe regions afford, oir 
the eaftern fide of the eafterh arm of Loch-Loung* 
On the verge of the locLis fome ploughed and fomc 
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meadow ground. But, this is of narrow extent* 
Lofty, peaked hills rife, on all hands, around. 

This was once the feat of tfce Chieftain of the ClaH 
of Macfarlane. But, in the progrefe of modern man- 
«ers, the fortune of tl^ family has been wafted, and 
the eftate fold. The old houfe is now ruinous. The 
prefent inn was built, I believe, for a place of occa- 
fional reiidence, by the laft purchafer of the eftate 
of Arroquhar. He ha^, long fince, I believe, given 
vp the idea of reiiding in it. It was occupied for a 
while by his fedor. After it was left by him, an 
innkeeper was placed in it. It* is large. But, the 
lower ftory feemed in no very good condition ; the 
glais ki the windows broken; the ceiling and walls 
of the rooms dirty: tattered carpets. difgracing the 
floors and chairs, grates, and tables very unfuit* 
able to the afpeft of the houfe, being all the furni- 
ture. Here toe, was a deficiency of bells ; nor did 
the people of the houfe fhew any extraordinary de- 
fire to be attentive to their guefls, or {kill to at- 
tend to them in a proper manner. One thing of 
'which they earneftly complained was a want of fuel. 
They however, accommodated me with a comfort- 
able fire, both in the parlour and in my bed-room ; 
w^hich I found too agreeable alter my dreary ride, 
to remonftrate, next morning, when I found it 
^^hargedy at an uuufually high rate. in my bill. 

U u 2 On 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



34€^ . JOURNIlY through 

On this night, a meeting of farmers fropi the 
neighbourhood happened to be affembled, — ^upon 
the bufinefs, t was told, of fettling the divifion of 
fome bankrupt's efFefts. They had cheared them- 
iclves, in the courfe of the bufinefs with fuch geni* 
al refrefliments as the inn afforded. Whei^ \ retir- 
cd to reft, they were fitting down to fupper. And 
they prolonged the fitting fo long after fupper, and 
that with fo much noify mirth, that I, was fqme hours 
in bed before I could clofe my eyes in fleep. I heard 
them become louder and louder, till, at laft^ they 
talked all together, and their articulation became in- 
diftin6^. I heard them carried or daggering, one 
by one to bed, as the powers of convivial enjoy- 
ment were overpowered. At length all was quiet j 
and I fell afleep. : ' ^ > 

Long ere day, ho\yever,, the farmers had flep^ 
off their debapch, and preparing to return home, 
made not quite fo much noife, aS when they went 
to fleep, yet enough to break my reft. When 
morning returned, the day was foul; but its dark: 
and ftorm.y complexion ferved to heighten the ef- 
feft of the furrounding fcenery. On the front of 
the houfe, a torrent thtindered foaming down thci 
precipitous fide of an bppofite hill.' Its fiream 
was greatly ihcreafed by the rains which had fallen 
|n the preceding day, and during the night* la 
' ' ' ' \ : - '— ^^ on^ 
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pfit part of its coyrfe, i% formed an ^wful catarad* 
Through the whole, it fell with fuch impetuoQty as 
jto be aimpft every where covered with white foam. 
The hills rofc above with peaked tops. To one oi 
them, the name of the Cobler had been givqn, 13^ 
the fancy that its fummit prefented juft the fi^re 
of a travelling fhoemaker. Around the hpufe werq 
fbme ancient trees, whpfe ragged, denuded afpe& 
befpokc them to be only remains of the forme]! 
l>eauties of the place. Lpch Loung was ftiU feea 
from this fituation ; and the esip^nfe qf the lakQ 
itemed to foften fomewhat the harfh features of itt 
environs. 

The windows of the Ipwer rooms pf this inn, ha4 
fuflfered remarkably froni the propcnfity of travellers 
to fcribble upon glafs. I could not help fecretly la^ 
menting, at the fight, that foqls cannot go on their: 
way without leaving memorials of their dullne& ami 
obfcenity on every pane of glafe that comes undec 
their hands. 

We fet out early in the forenoon, although the day 
was ftormy. I had hopes, that it might yet be fair* 
And although the ftorm might continue, yet fince fair 
weather was pot to be very confidently expected to* 
wards the end of Odober ; it was neceflary for mo, 
to proceed. Loch Loung is here divided from Loch 
' * ' ' " Lomond 
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Lomond by only a narrow pafe, not exceeding, I 
believe, two miles. This intermediate fpace is part- 
ly fheltered and adorned with wood. The road, 
too, is excellent. I proceeded, therefore, cheerfully 
enough onward, to Tarbat. 

I ENTERED not the inn at Tarbat. It has a dcfo* 
late afpeft. It ftands nearly at the north-weftern 
point of Loch Lomond. On the oppofite fide of 
the lake, partly within Stirling-fliire, rifes the fa- 
mous Ben-Lomond. Its figure is fomewhat coni- 
oaL It towers up to a wonderful elevation. It 
commands, confequently, a moft extenfive profpeft, 
ftretching over the Firth of Clyde, and over fome of 
Ae moft fertile and cultivated, as weD as fome of the 
rudeft counties in Scotland. Its fide adjacent to the 
lake is finely fringed with wood. It feems covered 
on other parts with herbage, fuch as may form a 
fine pafture for ftieep and black cattle. The feafon 
was too far fpent to peripit me to ftop, and climb to 
Jts fummit ; had the day even been fo fair, as to 
pxomife a full enjoyment of the proiped, after { 
ilbould have afcended. 

• At Tarbat j two roads meet ; one that leads, in x 
more fouth-eaftern direftion to Tayndrum; the 
other, that by which I had come from Inverary. I 
proc^ded down the wefi,erQ edge of Loch-Lomoqd. 

Even 
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Even now, the ficc and the environs of this lake re- 
tained fome fliare of fading beauty. Perhaps, aftar 
hearing it oft^n and lavilhly praifed, I might be dif- 
pofed to believe it beautiful, whatever its appearance. 

The winding length of this lake is not lefs thaft 
four and twenty miles. Towards the northern ex- 
tremity it is narrowed. The bafes of the hiUs on the 
weftern fide are covered with wood. A narrow, and 
but a very narrow ftripe of level ground intervenes 
between th^ termination of the bilk, and the 
brink of the lake. Cottages, fmaH fields cultiviated 
for potatoes and corn, and little fpot* of richer foil 
rcferved for gardens arc fcattered at irregular dit 
ibnce, along this ftripe. Here and there, the land 
ihoots out fmall points into the lake ; which feem 
commonly to be referved for meadow and pafture. 
The highway is carried along the bafes of the im- 
pending hills. Sometimes, it has been necefTary to 
cut through a point of the declining hill, in for- 
ming the road. The rocks are every where £chif- 
tous ; I think, we found ibme foldiers bufy mendi- 
ing thi» road, at one place ; at another, we met 2 
drove of cattle conduced by Highland fervants, 
vrc^ring Jllibegs. As the forenoon had cleared up, 
we were indeed met by fo many travellers, that we 
began plainly to perceive ourfelves to be now upon 
the border of a cultivated and populpus country. 

At 
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At a place, on the bank of a river, dcfoending 
ifroin the weftem hills and difeharging itfelf into 
"the lake, the nanie bf which 1 learned to be Invert 
bigy I obferved two artificial hillodcs, of a confider- 
abld fize, bf that kind which are denominated moatsi 
'Whether this may have been anciently a fceae of 
-earnagc, and thefe, the burial-places of the fl^in ;— 
or perhaps the facred fcene of religious folemnitlca, 
and thefe hillocks, monuments of the piety of our 
4mceftors ;— or pofliblya place for occalional meetingsl 
dfor the determination of differences, and the diftri- 
imtion of juftice,*^! could not learn. But, they 
^ere, mdft probably formed for fome one or other 
^f thefe three purpofes. The fight of them led me 
to refleft on the fimplicltyof the manners of our 
4ince(lor$. How very different the courts, thetem* 
phs, the ftiheral mbntiments dP the jprefent time? 

* l^HE lake opened widftr before me, as I rode can 
•The ^fpeft of the furroundirig feenery foftened. At 
length thofe wboded iflets which cotifHtute the chief 
beauties of Loch Lcmohd appeared within ilghti 
The >^dftern hills fderfied at the/ fame time to recede^ 
and left between their bafes and the edge of the wa- 
tef, a greater extent of arable groutid. Older 
wood alfo appeared to dignify the fcene, as 1 ap- 
j)roached towards Lufs. And the whole landlcapd 
exhibited a face qf cultivation which left nothing 

but 
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but tiie Gadic fpccch trf the people whom I met, 
and the Gaelic garb which the pea&nts i^ore, to re- 
mind me, that I wa» yet within the confines of the 
Highlands* 

Th£ iifed Scattered towards the fouthetn extremis 
ty of Loch Lomond do indeed prefent a moft char- 
ming fight* The^ arc, foi^ the greater part, cover- 
isdwithwtidd. Some are ftOcked with deer. lam 
hot fure whcfther there be not others inhabited by 
rabbitSi On^oiie ftand the ruins of ah old palace, 
or rather caftle of the family of Lennox ^ once tha 
proprietors df a gr<!at paf t of Lenrid0t tit Dumbar-* 
tonfliir^; within which I had now travelled front 
Arrocjulubr. The trees growing upon fevegral of 
thde ides ire yews. They may poflibly have beea 
firft planted thef e, in the days when archery was ia 
its fim gloiy« The dafiicity and the clofe texture 
of the timber of th6 yew, nlturally recommended 
it as thi ritteft wood for bows,— of the growth of 
thefe climatds; and when arrows were the chief 
millild weapons, and war the chi^ occupation of 
dur aticeftOrs i it was an ^objed of the utmoft impor« 
jiance to them^ to ha^e proper n^aterials for theii; 
boWs. 

» 
Oke ille, towards the fouthern extremity of the 

tskke, and near its weftern edge rifes into a beautiful 

Vol. L X X little 
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Kttle hill, and is finelj^ planted with wood. It' ii* 
the property of Sir JanVes Colquhoun of Lufs. .A 
ftatue of the guardian faint of the place, St M^Kif- 
Jock (who was at leaft efteemed fo, in the Popiflv 
times of Scotland) having been accidentally found 
in the adjacent church-yard, or fome where in the 
neighbourhood ; the laft proprietor of the eftate of 
Lufs^ was fo much pleafed \yith the precious relic, 
tfhit he refolved to'ftation the faint on the fummir 
of the above-mentioneci infuiated mount. In that 
ftation, it might be fuppofed, that th« faint would 
watch, with guardian care, over the houfe of Lufii 
and its environs ; and from it he might convenient* 
Ty enough have flied, over thef^ premifes, his facred 
ibflu^nce. At the time, however, when the inha- 
bitants of Scotland were alarmed; left a toleration 
ftiight be extended tCK the Papifts among them, the 
jjeafants in this neighbourhood, ftruck with fuddcn 
indignation againft St M'Kifl(.)ck5 broke into the re-- 
pofitory where he was peaceably awaiting the period 
of his exaltation, and outrageoufly decapitated him^ 
and o herwife mutilated his trunk, without bring- 
rng him to any form of trial. The violated, muti- 
lated ftatue, thus rendered untit for the purpofe* 
for which the Lord of the manor had pioufly in^^ 
tended it, was then by his orders, folemnly depofit- 
*d in. the burial ;|^lace of the C* ♦*♦.. 

AMOK«r 
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• A¥ONG the wood, upon the eftate.of Sir James 
Colquhoun, towards the fouth-weftern extremity. of 
the lake, is a good deal of holly. This timber, i^ 
confequence of the progrefs of our manufaftiyres, 
can now be difpofed of, to very grfeat advantage* 
It is the beft timber /or flmttles, and :all fuch oth^r 
fmall inftrumeats i^f the arts, as mu^ be made of 
wood — ^but of wood of the clofeft, hardeft textux^ 
and fufceptible of the fineft polifli. The timber of 
the yew anfwers for the f^me pwfpofes. Jn the 
iame neighbourhood, there is Ukewifeji large grow^tl^ 
^f birqhes } a. fpedes of timber alfo fit, 4hhough ill 
an inferior degree, for the fervice of the arts whicli 
flourifh in the adjacent coimtry-, Here are like\j^ife 
oak$ ; aud no Briton travelling throuj^ his couji- 
try, can fee an oak, without lamenting that the 
planting of oak is every where fo much jicgleded ) 
that fo" few forefts of old oak are to be feeh ; and 
that every growth of young oajcs fihould be fo eager- 
ly cut down for the bark, without cai'e. for the. ufe- 
ful . purpofes to which the wood might be applied, 
if preferved, till the tree fhould rife to maturity of 
growth* 

I HAVE akeady obferved, that the rocks through: 
this trad appeared to be fchiftous* They are fo. 
iBUch fo in the neighbourhood of Lufs, tbat Sir: 
James Colcjuh^un has, on his eftate, fome valuable 

X X 2 flate- 
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flatepquarrieSy which have bepn opened, :«id^ar(> 
wrought^ — ^as I ihould fupppfe, by their coatiguitf 
to a populous country where therp is a ftrong ^Artt 
of building^^^with great advantage to the propric* 
tor.-**Scotland, rocky and mountainous as it is, 
does not want ibte quarries in many places where 
the cutting of flates im never yet been attrmf ted. 
The time has not long paffed, when the roofis of aS 
but th«{ hou|es pf people of fprtune were covered 
with thatch. In thqfe days the working of flate 
quarries could not have been extremely prpfitabk. 
The taftc in building is now very different. Oub 
lioufes are inultiplied alpiofl in a tenfold propordcxij 
and every houfe muft now be covered with jlatei^ 
The flates ufed in many parts c^ Scotland are^ Ibe^ 
Ueve, imported from Wal^. The Hebudian iil^ 
of E/daile affprfis alfo excellent ilates which are uied 
along the conti|;uous fhores. — ^Now it cannot feem 
invidious tp fuggeft, that we, in Scotland, would 
do well to mal^e the mofi of thofe foffil treafurd) 
which nature has fcattered liberally through our 
country,— and this chiefly whei;e flie ^ been leaft 
liberal in clothing the furlace with ufefiil v^etables. 
Even although we could not ufe at home aR the 
flates which might be dug, it were yet proper fw 
us to cut and prepare flates for espprtation. But| 
k is ihameful to import flates for out buildingSi 
vrh^n vire can h»Te abundance at home* 

Suci^ 
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« fkjcn were the appearances whkh caught in^ 
jtyt^ the informttipii which I gathered frc^ acd^ 
liental paflengers, and the reflections wMch both 
4toiiciirred to fuggeft, as I approached the village of 
lA3i&. At Lu6 I had hopes of feeing Mr Stx^art, th# 
dergyman of the parifli whom I had known ilight^ 
Ij in Edinburgh ; diftif>gui{hed by his fldH in th« 
Indigenous botany of Scodandy-r^iy his labours in: 
the tranflation of the Iffibleinto Gaefic^-^and ftiB 
more by his amiable manners. 



l.n$ to DuMBjutrOiN. 

1 iFoRTtJNATELY found Mr Stuart ?^t h6me. The 
jJay did not admit pf my ^ndering through the 
fnvirons with him. But, as I reached his houfp 
parly in the forenoon, I had the pleafure of his con- 
yerfation, and experienced hi? hofpitality, till late in 
the afternpoji, A neighbouring clergyman wat 
with him : And I eftcemed myfelf fortunate in thei 
ppportupity of enjoying and improving by thdr 
conver&tidn. 

Mn Srtr Aft T^s tafte for Botany has induced him ti 
fvlti^te his garden with unuial care and fbndndSu 
|t contains a great variety of indigenous plants; 
and of fodi curious foreign plants as an fitted tsf 

Cftljinrr thf fifidgnf^ff ^M ^^ a^ftgrfty of onr dimate. 
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Th£ TrMiflation of the .Holy Scriptures iptfk Gallic 
in which Mr Stuart has taken confiderablae fhare, is* a 
yrork that does high honour to the charity and the 
piety of pur country aiid our age. Of the merits 
of the Tranflation, as * literary work, I am totally 
xtnqualifijcd to fpeak. But, in other r^fp^ijs, I can 
^jlimate its ipatpo^tancet Th^ Gaelic LwgUage is in-r 
deed f^ lo^ng ground, — ^ the people to whom it 
)ias been peculiar, intermin^e more and mor? with 
their countrymen who fpeak a differeivi;. language^ 
It might have been alleged that fince the Gaelic 
was lofing ground fo faft, and fince moft of thofe 
by whom it was ftill fpoken, were at pains to give 
thejb: children more or Ids of an Englilh educ?.tion j 
— ^There was therefore no occafion for a Gaelic ver- 
fion of the Bible j which by taking away one ^reat 
jieceflity that urged thefe people to learn Eng- 
lilh, would have a tendency to keep them longer in a 
ftate of divifion from their countrymen. It might; 
be urged farther, that the fame principles upon which 
the Highlanders had been prohibited by the Legifla- 
ture from wearing their ancient native ^arb, — con. 
i:urred to recommend the difcouragement of their 
fiative language : That^ ns the Qa^ip ceafcd to be 
{jpokctiy thofe who now ipokc it» would come to hav^ 
a freer inteircourfe with the rei^ of the nation, woul^ 
(after flialce oflF thofe pr^gudices which retetrded their. 

improvejfi^i;}^ . 
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Improvement in induftry and civility, and would 
foonef be indiftinguifliably incorporated with thd 
reft of the ftate. From all thefe reafonings, it might 
have been inferred with no fmall confidence, that it 
were better not to accommodate the Highlanders with 
^ tranflation of the Bibk into their native tongue* 

BiTT morefoKd reafofiis, and views more humane 
prevailed. It wats thought of confequej;ice to forml 
fome monuments which might preferve the me- 
mory of the language of our fathers, after it ihould 
ceafe to be commonly fpoken. It was confidered 
that the purpofes of religion were of too high import to 
be poftponed to the concerns of worldly policy; that 
while the Englifh was gradually acquired, and the 
Gaelic gradually loft by thofe people, they muft be 
incapable to receive religious inftruftion in the for- 
mer, and therefore if it were not adminiftered to 
them in the latter muft, be abfolutely deprived of it. 
It was remembered, that, fmce there was a neceffity 
that the minifters of parifhes in which the Gaelic 
was fpoken, fliould preach in Gaelic, — it was there- 
fore equally neceffary that the foundation of their 
preachings fliould alfo be found in Gaelic. It was 
confidered, that in an unknown tongue the oracles 
of reli^on muft fpeak in vain. Upon thefe views 
was the tranflation of the facred Scriptures into 
^Gaelic, wifely and pioufly determined upon. 

Although- 
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Althovgh ignorant of Gaelic» I Cbtould mik, M 
It perfon anxious for the prdervation of evtry va« 
luaUe montiment of antiquity, that a few.others of 
our moii dalfical works were ti'aniiateiji into thb 
language, ahd that encouragement were given to 
twn of letters who underftand Gaelic, td produce 
fome valuable compofitions in their native tongue^ 
The language would thus he prefenn^ ih dl its com-^ 
pifi and Variety of pfarafef. And it would furdy be 
a monument of antiquity highly valuable to thecuri* 
ous among our poftetity. I know not what might be 
the nlcnts of Dr Shaw's Grammar and Difiionary. 
His attempts were well-intended and highly laud' 
able* But, he was dtfcotintenanced and cruflied, I 
fufpe^, by thde who ought to have been the firft 
to encotirage and fupport him* If his Grammar 
and Dldionary of the Oadic Lslnguage be ill exe-' 
cutcd, I fhould think, that the refpe^^ble Highf 
)and Societies in London and Edinburgh might em* 
f^k>y fome-eminent Gadlc Scholar to r^gulat^ thtf 
analogy, and to colle<ft the treafure^ of tlieiijr languago 
m a new Gramm^^r and Didion^y^ 

; The prejudices with which the Englffii refiifed tof 
believf the authenticity of OiSan's Poems are weB 
)mown« I know not if any thing has contributed 6f 
much toexdte their fui|)icion, as the exorbitant dauni 
which the T^anflators aad admirers dF thofe poems 

hav* 
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hare inade, in their favour. They have produced them 
to the world as compofitidns not only Angular in their 
icharader, but df peculiar excellence ; proofs, at the 
fame time, of genius, imagination, and feeling far fu- 
perior to what any other modification of favage lift 
has ever yet difplayed,— and of acorreft and fublimc 
morality in fentimbnts ahd manners ^ fuch as lavages 
cannot ^ell be fuppofed capable to conceive. 

TrtESE high preteftfiohs, on behalf of a. Celtic bard^^ 
an anceftor of the inhabitants of the Scottifh High- 
lands, naturally roufed the jdaloufy of the Englifli, and 
of the Sixon ScotiS. They inftantly attempted to con-i 
'via thofe who offered the Poems td the Public Eye, 
•^-of forgery, by thofe very qualities in the Poems^ 
on which they chiefly prided theiiifelves. The arti- 
ficial ftrudurc, the rich *yet delicate imagery, the 
tender fentiments, the eldvated. morality of the 
Poems of Offian were haftily confidered by fome o£ 
ihe moft eminent Literary characters in England^ 
as unequivocal proofs that they could have hectk 
proouced only in a polifhed, enlighteiied age.' 

If muft be ctfnf(^ed, that befide the high claims 
which wefe made iri their favour, little artific^^ had 
been employed to fet off the Poems, which f(^ed, 
in fome meafure, to juftify fufpicions of their 
authenticity. They bear in their texture Nothing 
. Vol. I. Yy which 
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*^hich can enable ui to refer them with cerrfwdrf^ 
4o any commemorated period in the Scottifh Hiftory't 
Yet attempts were made,. eWdently without any cons, 
fiderable' depth or accuracy of hiftorical.refearch, to 
afcertain the aera of their compofition. It was afferted 
that fome of them had bceti prefefved in manufcript ; 
although no mariufcripts of arty of them could be 
produced in othei^ than Saxon, or Saxoriifed Rod- 
man charafters. It was maintained, that the author 
^f tKem, and tlie Herotes, and Beauties whom they 
<:elebrate, were undoubtedly Scottifh; although therfe 
appears nothing on the face of the Poems themfelves > 
from which it may not be as fairly inferred, that 
theyarelrifti.— Difficulties, too, attended the collec- 
tion of thrfe poems which naturally hztd in a certain 
degree, the efFeft of rendering their genuinenefs fuf- 
picious. Of the fame poem, one perfon remember'- 
ed' one part ; another perfon, a different part ; the 
twt) werfe either to be confidered as diflinft poems^ 
^i— or to be cortnected itito one, while perhaps fomc 
Hnes or fehtiments, ot* circumflances were lofK 
Tranflated, too, into the language of a people, far 
removed in policy, in arts, in manners, in cufioms* 
from the condition and charader of the people a- 
xnong whom they were originally compofed j the 
Tranflation muft unavoidably communicate a cha- 
rafter to the Poems, very different from that which 
they pofle& in their native garb. 
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All thefc circutnftances confidered, it cannot 
appear furprifing that fufpidons of the authenticity 
iof the Poems of Of&an, Ihould have occurred to many 
-of thofe not particularly interefted in the fupport cf 
^heir charader. I, for my paart, after perufing a 
;Confidctable fhare of what has been written on both 
4ides of this literary queftion,-^Remain iatbfied that 
'the Poems of Oi&an do indeed exhibit a modifica- 
tion of manners and a refinement of fentiment iingu- 
Jar in the hiftory of favage life ; That the age of 
their compofition cannat ^low be afcertained, nor 
;€an it be detjernuned whether they are the compo* 
fitions of Scotlaind or of Ireland; That they arc in 
jinany ittftances mutilated fragments, pruned, or eked 
out by the Tranflator 4 That fuch of them ^ exhibit 
any confiderable regoil^ity or con^plcxity of ftruc- 
ture owe their form probably to the cares of the 
Txanflator ; That the Ti;anilator has cohnefted their 
hiftory with a fuperficial and ill-founded theory of 
.the early part of the hiftory of S<;otland ; and they 
haye not beian g^ve^ tp tfee PubUc in a forpj fuffici- 
.ently fimple. 

But, after declaring thefe fentin^ents, let me 

.;mdd, that, withfo many problematical circumftances 

againft them, I however efteem them to be unquef- 

-,^njbly genuine. Their ftrudure ftill poffeffes that 

^mpUcity which marks every work of a rude, un- 

y y a enK^tened 
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enlightened people. The manners are marked by 
the lame iimplicity. The pofitiye cuftoms defcribcd 
or, alluded to in them, are equally the cuftoms of % 
iimpte race. TTie imager arc few, and the refem- 
blances of that general caft, which marks always th^ 
fimilitudes ufed by p^ple unacquainted with all but 
the moft ilriking qualities. The religious notions 
are, I think, thofe moit natuiral tp mep who have 
ivceiyed no foreign inftrudion ip religion, anfl have; 
not yet learned to make religious opinions the fub* 
• jcds of ratiocination. I believe, that the memorials 
of the ancient Welch manners, and the^ remains of 
the ancient Welch poetry, piiefeut parallels to the 
Poeins of Offian, and the planners exhibited in 
them. I think the queftipii put by Dr Blair tp Dr 
Johnfon, on this fubjeft, a very pertinent o|ke, and 
unanfwerable unlefs in the way of cavil, or in a 
manner favourable to the ch^radler of thefe poems : 
** Do yOu think. Sir, that any man in the prefent 
age could write fuch poems ?"-^The ingenious tranf- 
lator is, at this time,^ as I underfland, engaged 
in the publication of a very fplendid edition cif the 
Originals of Oiflian's Poems, with a Latin Tranfla*- 
tion on the oppofite page. This muft be a very ac- 
ceptable prefent to all men of tafte, and to all daf- 
iical fcholars. 

^ROM 
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From an amiable Gaelic fcholar, I have infenfiWy 
deviated into a digrefiion on Gaelic Literature, on 
^bich I have little (kill to defcant. I fhall however^ 
leave the fubjeft to abler difcuffion ; only obferving^ 
that delighted as I hs^ve been, w^th the perufal of 
the Poems of Oifian, interefted as I feel myfelf in 
the prefcrvation of the ancient honours of my counr 
try, and pleafed as every benevolent mind muft na^ 
turally be with the thoughts of whatever may bd 
contribute to fpread light and dvilization over re* 
gions into which they are but beginning to pener 
trate ; — I could not withhold myfelf from hazarding 
the loofe obfervations which I have here ventured 
to throw out. 

I DID not leave Lufs till a late hour in the after? 
fioon. And had not the weather been extremely 
unpfomifing, I might indeed have been induced to 
linger there a day or two longer, to examine the 
environs, to vifit the principal iflets in the lake, 
and poflibly to climb Ben-Lomond. But, hopelefs 
of the return of favourable leather, I was obliged 
to forego thofe gratifications. 

For a part of the way from Lufe to Dumbarton, 
I enjoyed the company of a very intelligent clergy- 
pian whom I had found, on a vifit, at Mr Stuart's, 
Tl^c road begins, immediately beyond Lufs, toi 

leave 
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leave the wild mountains by which it Is overhung be- 
tween Tarbat and Lufe, and to pais through a fetr 
jtilc and cultivated country. Wood is plentifully 
Scattered through all this traft, and higWy orna- 
ments it* Ihe fields are divided wiith fione-fences^ 
The fouthern e;:stremity of the lake is feen to ad* 
vantage, as the traveller pafles pn. Its iflets have 
a charming effed. And the fcene is improved and 
rendered more pi&urefque Jby tljie hj3i» iippending 
ca the eaftern fide. 

CoNC£iiKiKc one place which we paffed, my iii^ 
tdligent companion informed me, that Archibald, 
firft. Earl Hay, and afterwards, upon the death of 
his elder brother John, Duke of Argyle^ — ^ufed to 
tliank God, that it made not a part of his eftates ; 
adding, that if it Jtiad, ^the fituation was fo inviting^ 
that he might have been tempted to ruin himfelf 
by building a palace upon it. 

BuT9 night came oja, and with the fall of nighty 
^ fevere ^orm pf wind and rain overtook us. We 
proceeded along the rqad, the depth of whic|i be- 
i^oke the population and the bufy induftry of the 
<puntry. Here and there I could difiinguiih lofty 
trees amidft the woods, through which the road oq- 
itafionally led. But, even here the houfes of the 
^por feemed only hovels, affordinjj very fopry ao. 

conniu^ 
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cbmthodation. We had left Loch Lomond belund 
lis, by the time when it became dark ; and our way 
continued to lead us along the banks of the Leven^ 
although not always dofe upon the river-fide. 

The banks of the Leven are the Claflkr ground of 
Scotland. Somewhere in the neighbourhood was 
the feat of the ancient chn of the Buchanans; and 
here was born the fai^ous George Buchajian, one 
of the earlieft flowers of Scottifti Literature. The 
works and the circumftances of the Life of George 
Buchanan ate very generally known. He was early 
diftinguiflied by his proficiency in Glaific Literature*^ 
The freedom and feverity of his fetire foon render^ 
ed him obnoxious^ to the monks who were, at that 
time very powerful m^Scotland, and whofe wealth 
and loofenefs of manners naturally fubjeded them 
to iatire. Fleeing from their perfecution, he fpent 
a confiderablc part of his life in the fituation of a 
fchool-mafier in different {daces in France and Por- 
tugal. He had eminently diftinguiflied himfelf by 
his Literature, when the fall of his old enemies, 
the monks, and the unfettled flate of his fortune 
abroad, induced him to revifit Scotland. He be- 
came an a£):lve partizan of the enemies of Queen 
Mary, was placed in the fituation of Tutor to James 
VL.had the honour, although a Layman, of being 
Moderator of the General Membly of the Church 

of 
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b£ Scotland, and was even appointed Lord Privy- 
Seal. He died in a good old age, honoured and 
lamented by his countiymeh, and by all the ffiend5( 
6f Claffical Learning thrdughout Europe. 

His works are veiy much varied in their charac- 
ter. In all, his Latinity is wonderfully pure ; al^ 
though in my eftimation, lefe fo, in his poetry than 
in his profc. His hiftory. Were hot the information 
which it contains, incorreft in the beginnings 
through national prejudites, and through the want 
6f careful refeaf ch, ahd ih the latter part, through 
the mifreprefentations which be feems to have wil- 
fully made, under the influence of party-fpirit, — i^ 
One of the firfl hiftorical coxnpofitions that any age 
has produced. His tragedy of Jephtha has very 
confiderable merit ; but he hais not rifen to greatJ 
fublimity of compofitioh in any of the choral odes.* 
The licentious pieces intermingled among his fmaller 
poems, feem to prove that his youth had not beet* 
pafTed in the moft uncorrupted innocence. An<l 
yet, this proof is at befl, but an equivocal One: 
Drydeh, although licentious in his poetry, was a 
man 6f pure morals. I have sdways thought Bu- 
chanan's verfion of the Pfalms too paraphrafKc: 
But it was performed as a talk; at the injun^on of 
the Portugucfe Clergy ; and poffibly not con amorej 
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Another man of great name in Uteraturc who 
^as born on the banks of the Leven, was Smollet. 
He was of a re^eftable femily ftill feated in thif 
4ieighbourhood. He||kas bred to medicine. Either 
/a natural paffion for litei aturc, or difappointment in 
the purfuits of his original profeffion, or poflihly fome 
^thqr circumfiance^^-r-engaged him to commence 
author, ilis firfl pr<xludions were a tragedy on 
the fubjed of the death of our Ja^es L feveral well- 
^nown novels, and fome odes. His odes are certainly 
among the £rft in the £ngliih language. His^novelf^ 
poffefs uncommon excellence, IJis hiftory of Eng- 
land is well- written, but with too little accuracy of 
xefearch. Jie was, I bcUev>c, the original conduc*- 
]tor of t^ .Critioil S^eyiew, His Humphrey Clinr 
jc^r is one ^f the moft pleaiing of his works. H$ 
.wrote for iG^me xiv^ ^ defence of Lord Bute's ad* 
^iniflration ; but could not fypport it } and I fupi» 
^ofe that Lord Bute did ^not very gpneroufly reward 
his unavailing feryiccs. A pillar to compiempratc 
his fame and his relation to this vicinity, was ere(3:e4 
on the bank of the Levcn, near the highway, by the 
late Commiffary Smollet. ^ 

LoRfp NAPiERj^he celebrated inventor of the Lor 
-garithms, was alijb borp fomcwhere in the fame 
jpeigl^boiurhood. 

Z z Thu 
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The banks of the Leven are at prefent a buJy 
fcene of chearfiil induftry^ The bleachfields on thiSs 
river have now for a cpniiderable number of years 
been famous. Thefe bleachfields are connefted with 
the manufafture of yarn, of linens, and of lawns, 
for which thi? country hsts long been celebrated, 
and with the maiiufadure of cottons, which having 
beeu introduced here, not very many years fince, is 
profecuted with afioniihing induHry and fucceisi 
A rural fcene of manufa^iring induftry i» truly a 
pleafing fight to every Briton who wiflies wdl to 
lus cpuntry. No fewer than foui^ difierent compa- 
nies from Glafgow have bleachbig-wofks here; Stir- 
ling & Co.— Tod & Co.— Black & Co.'— Watfon & 
Co.' — ^The Value of the goods annii^ly prepared here 
is immenfe. It is not fimply bleaching that is here 
fcarried oni The printihg^^ of white co£ton-ftufis 
chiedy, is a branch of induftry carried on by thefc 
nufafturers, with no lefe enterprize than tiie bleach- 
ing. Of thefe goods, great quantities are expprtcd 
to the Weft Indies j and frdm our fettlendents in 
the Weft Indies, no finall fliare oJF the exports to 
that quarter are fmuggled into Spaniih America. 
Indigo is one article, among others, received in re* 
turn. • ' " ■•'*••..••■'• 

It is chiefly fince the termination of tjic Ameri- 
can war, that the fpirit of manufacture has given a 

new 
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k^^ zfyt& to this country, has augmented Its popular 
tion^ quidcened its induftry, enlarged its opulence^ 
and by prdmdting the di^culation of this opulence 
through ail hands^ given even to the poor eft the en* 
joyment of a very great proportion of the convenien- 
ces and luxuries of life. Before that period, the mer- 
dhai^ts of Glafgow employed their capitals principally 
in the American Trade ; purchafing good^ for the 
Atiiericail market, wherever they might happen to be 
prepated ; and importing, in return, American pro^ 
du^onS for the Britiih market. The American war^ 
by intefrupitihg this trade, produced no fmall alarm 
and diftrefs in a country almoft entirely dependent 
hpoh it; When the war ceafed, the merchants o£ 
Glafgow, eager to regain their old market, poured, 
their goods into America, with inconfiderate hafte* 
The confequence was a difklvantagedus fale, follow^ 
ed by fraudulent evaiidns of payment. This was 
a fecdhd evil which Glafgow and its neighbourhood 
iuSered from the American war. About the &me 
time^ the cotton-manufafture began to fpread. itfelf 
throu^ England^ and to find its way into Scotland. 
So promifing a ftranger was warmly received here. 
The capitals, the induftry, the mercantile enter* 
prize of the country, were fpon direded into the 
channel of tlus manufadure. Every year gave the 
GOtton-fhifis of Britain new advantages to enable 
them to rivsd or excel thofe of Indian The Com- 

Z 2 2 mercial 
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aierdal Tfeaty concluded with France in the ycft^' 
1786 was farther favouraUe to it. A fmaB tem* 
porzry inconvenience did indeed follow^ imitoediate*- 
ly aftfer the cMdufion of that Treaty.- So^ fimguiae 
were idea* conceived of its advantages, that fcvenJ:* 
rafh fpeculations iii the cottoM trade encouraged by 
diefe, iflued in banktoiptcy. But, this unfortunate' 
^ecl was mometitary. The nature of the com- 
ri[iercid treaty, With the advantages ani the difad- 
vantages attending it, foon came to be fo thoroughly 
Known tOf the Merchants, that they could avail them- 
ifelvesof theformer, without rilking'any thing through- 
rafli fpeculation.^ The difturbances in Prance, when 
they firft arofe, were alfo favourable to the advance^ 
ment of our cotton mamifaftur^s* They interrupe^ 
ed manufafturing induffry on the Continent, and* 
Aus freed us from rivalry, which we fiiould other^^ 
wife have been obliged to meet in the market. Im 
their continuance and progrefs, however, the fame' 
difturbances feem rather to threaten the profpcFity 
of our manuftftiires. The extenfion of them to the 
French Weft India' iflands has already greatly en-' 
hanced the price of raw cotton. And the poverty 
which mtlft cnfuc on the Continent; in confequence 
of the ravages ©f the French, and the ceflation of 
almoft all ihduftry, muft render our continent^ cuf- 
tomers unable to make fuitable returns for the gooda 
which they ncedhjom yjs^ But, perhaps the inter- 

Sofiti«» 
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l^filion of the Britifli Nation may bring the war' 
to a fpeedy iiffue, and reftore to the French Nation^ 
and their C^tinehtsd neighbours embroiled with 
them, the bleffings^ of tranquillity and dVil order. ' 

Eastward' from the Ibuthern extremity of Lodf 
Lomond is a fe^t of the Didce of Montrbfe, which 
I did not Set. In the fame neighbourhood, but oii^ 
the oppofite fide, k Rdfeneatby a feat belonging to^ 
the Duke of Ai^k. Bonbilly the feat of the family 
<lf Smdlet, {bands on the banks of the Leven. Levea^ 
Lodge, the feat of Lord Stoneield, fiands on the^ 
^aftern bank df the river, at a finall diftance above 
^Dumbarton, t'hefe environs are adbrned with fe*- 
Vera] other villas which the darknefs of the night 
hid from my view. For fome lettgth above Dum- 
barton, the* whole fcehe On bbth fides of the highi 
'tray, feems one large, firaggling v^age. Such is^ 
the population ocx:afioned by the manufadhires! The^ 
houfts feemed neat ; and the light from the win-^ 
dows contributed greatly lk> chear and illuminate 
the darkneGf around me. The roads, too, were' 
thronged with carts, and wfth paflengers on foot 
a(hd on horfe-back. It might be about eight in the' 
evening when I arrived in Dumbarton. 
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Dumbarton. 

DUMBARTON is one of the moft andcnt town^ 
in Scotktid. It is faid to faave been once die capital 
of a kingdom of the Britons eftabliihed in the vale 
dF Clyde. . The particular Cmits of this kingdom l 
cannot fpedfy. Bxft, its exiftdice is noVife problem- 
atiod. It feems to have confifted of a remnant of the^ 
Britonsy who maintained thehifetves in this fettle- 
ment, after the Romans had withdrawn their forces 
from the ifland; when the Scots and Pi6ts over-ran 
the northern parts of what had been occupied by the 
Romans and the Britons living under their protec- 
t]<)n, and aU the fairer fouthcrn difiricts were ufur* 
ped by the Saxons.' 

. AtCLdiB was then the name of this ancient capi- 
tal of the Stratclydenfes, Whether it was feated on 
^e fituation of the prefeht town, or not perhaps* 
rather within the precincfa of the cafile, I know 
not. Although there were no record to inform us 
t}iat the rock on which thecafde ftands, was in an- 
ciecit times occupied as a ftrength, we might cafily 
infer fo muqh from its form and afped. 

Contemporary with the Britiih kingdom of 
Stratdyde was the kingdom of the Eaft- Angles in 
Northumberland. Its limits were not confined to 

the 
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jthc prcfent Northumberland, byt is extended a confi- 
derableway through the fouthern parts of the prefcnt 
Scotland, contained in the Roman province of Valen- 
tia. Hence were thofe Sajcons neighbours to the 
Britons of Stratclyde. In that age, the natural con- 
sequence of their being neighbours, was, to make 
them mutual enemies. Had it even been otherwife, 
hoftility was natural between the expelled or ful>* 
ju^ated 3ritons, and the Saxons who had ufurped 
their ancient territories. The Saxons therefore cbn- 
tintied to harafs the Britons of Stratclyde, till iii 
the year 756, Alcluid, the capital, was furrendered 
to Egbert, king of Notthiamberiarid. The Britons 
ilo not feem however, tp have been exterminated 
in confequence of the eonqueft, or e;spdled frptn 
the territory. Some charters granted by Scottifli 
jkings, after all thefe diftrids had fallen under the 
dominion of the Scots, mention the Stratdydenfes^^sk 
a people ftill, in fome fort, diftirid fronii their 
Beighbou|(S« . 

The caftle, or at Icaft the rock on which it is 
fbated, piuft have been always an important ftrength, 
in the earlieft, authentic records of Scottiih hiftory^ 
it is mentioned as the feat of a garrifon. The tradi- 
tion of the place is, that connefted with it, was a 
watch-tower on a contiguous rock, called Drumbuck^ 
find another en the fiimmit of Ben-Lomond^— -TiM 
' ; infulatcd 
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4nfuUted rock feems to have been once the cratap 
of a volcano. It confifts of columns j and of thefe^ 
f<^eral huge fragments have been broken oflF, and have 
fallen to the ground, by the injuries of time. In 
|he contefts between the Scots and the Englifh, when 
the Edwards thought to have added Scotland tp 
England and Wales, Dumbarton-caftle was eileem* 
^d ;i ftrength of the utmofi confequence. It wa« 
.(he fcene of fome of the heroic exploits of our f^- 
jnous Wallace. In the civil difienfions which di& 
trafted Scotland in the fifteenth century, Dumbar«- 
^on cafile was occasionally aprifon for ftate-criminals« 
In i59Jt it was taken by a firatagem equal in bold- 
H^fi, and in artifice, tp any in hiftory. As the 
manners of the Scots haye <bftene<^ and as the ope- 
;rattons an4 inftr^ments of the art of war have been 
changed j the caftle 0f pumbarton has become of 
jk& confcquence as a place of military ftrength. It 
is not however deferted } and ftanding, as it does, 
towards the mouth pf the Frith of Clydej which ijt 
commands, it were folly to defert it. 

I vifited thk ancfent fortrefs. It is gairifoned by 
9, few invalids. I was ftruck with the veneraM^ 
air, the ereft carriage, and the chearfulnefe of the 
jpld foldiers. One, who ccm4u<^ed me through the 
iirorks, pretended to Ihew me, in an arti^ial pond, 
^ trout, which bf f^^^ h?4 ^^^ ^^^ ^J^ eighteei| 

ycari* 
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years, t looked with eager eyes, but could not" 
difcern his trout. We climbed up a great many 
fteps, and through two andeiit iron gates, to the 
fummit of the rock. The gates he defcribed td be as 
ancient an et-eftion as the days of Wallace; And from 
the conjQderation of the manner in which the bars ap- 
peared to be eaten away by the aftion of the air and 
inoifture, I am inclined to believe that he told the 
truthi Oh the fide of the rock by which we af- 
cenddd, were fome patches which had been laid 
with earth, and fown with feeds, or planted with 
fruit-bearing flirubsi The expofure was very fa- 
vourable to vegetation ; the mould was rich ; and 
the fpots Were afliduoufly watered : ho garden could 
be more fertile. On the fummit, we entered firft 
the barracks occtipied by the garrifbh. I was plea* 
fed to fee that every thing here was wonderfully 
clean ind comfortable. The invalids, too, who oc- 
cupied it, feemed not uhiatisfied with their fituation* 
The gunrier*s houfe is likewife the armoury. It is 
but a fmall quantity of arms that is here to be feen : . 
but fmali as it is, I fliould think, that they might 
be kbpt in better order, and depofited in fome more 
fuitable fituation. The gunner's garret is the only 
armbtiry in Dumbairton-caftlci I was next led a- 
ssong the ruins of fome old fortrefles, now negkc* 
ted, or demoliflicd, that the materials might be ap- 
VoJt. L . . A a a plied 
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plied to other ufes. With fome of thefe was affiKi-' 

acted the remembrance of the' renowned Wallace,' 

amd of mighty feats performed. In a more elevated* 

fituation are watch-towers^ fo contrived, that the' 

watchman might in fafety furvey from them almoft 

every object within the horizon, k was here that 

I was informed* of the correfponding watch-towers* 

which once ftood on Drumbuck, and the height of 

Ben Lomond. Only the fouth-eaAern point of the 

hill is now occupied; the othcF, rifing, on the 

north-weft, to a loftier elevation, is at prefent nc- 

^eded. I- was ftruck with the obfervation of the* 

amazing ftrength and thicknefs of the ancient walls r 

How very different from thofe of the fhewy, un-- 

fubftantial buildmgs which are, nbw a-days, run up 

by our fpecukting mafons and architeds on one 

week, that they may fall doWn on the* next ? No«* 

wonder, however, that thefe- ancient fortiiications* 

of Dumbarton-Caftle, battered' as they have been by' 

beCcgers, and by the injuries of time, ihould be 

ct-umbling dowJi, notwithftanding all their maffy 

ftrength; fince eve^ the rock on which they are 

feated, has fuffered by the operation of the fame' 

caufes. It feems to confift, as I have already men-. 

tioned, of an irregular affemblage of irrfegular co^. 

lumns: Each column, again of fo many feparatei 

pillars, piled vertically upon each. other, and jointed* 

together* Now the irregularity of the ftrufture of 

tha 
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iihe columns, the loofe affemblage in which they are 
thrown together, and the loofenefs of the junclures 
of the different pillars of which they confift, all to- 
gether render them little lefs liable tha^ the walls 
built upon them to fink under the injuries of time. 
They hoive fuflfered greatly. Large fragments lie 
fcattered at the bafe of the rock : -others impend in 
fuch threatening attitudes, that a fpedlator can hard- 

* ly look rup or down upon them, without fear and 
horror.— It is on the lev^el fpac<? between the two 
heads of the rock, that the prefent barxacks and the 
gunner's houfe fiaud* The gunner has a fmall gar- 
den for pot-herbs, befide his houfe. But, this is a& 
tmfavourably fituat-ed for the advantages ofXu,h ai^d 
Shelter, — as the patches of garden-ground bclojiging 
to the commanding officer, and lying o^ the fouth- 
wcftern declivity of the rock are favourably fituatedf 
The plants in the gunner's garden feen^ed therjcfpr^ 
Jiardly to vegetate. Tjheir appearanqe was^ moft 
pitifully ftuoited and withered. On the higher of 
the two eminences which crown this rock, my con- 
duftor informed me that the Commanding Officer 
of the garrifon had once attempted to plant a colony 
of rabbits. The cats from the neighboupng town, 
however, fo annoyed them, that he vsras obliged to 

. ;ibandon all hopes of accomplifliing the propofed ef- 
l^lifhmient. 

Aaa ^ The 
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The prolpeft from thp height of this rock is exv 
tenfive and delightful. On one <ide are the town of 
Dumbarton, — z part of the courfe of the Leven witlv 
its rich and animatc4 banks, — and in diftant view 
the lofty mountains which intervene between Loch- 
Lomond and Loch Loung, on the one hand,-rOpr 
pofed on the other by the majeftic devation of Ben- 
Lomond. Turning foi)thward, and looking up the 
courfe of the Clyde, the fpeclatQr beholds this noble 
ftream, probably crowded with veffel^, suid having^ 
On either bank, rich, cultivated fields^ elegant vil- 
las, eftablifliments of manufa^ring induftry, an^ 
aflemblages of trees fcattered here s^nd there, in evq^ 
ry diverfity of forpi j the furface, too, is greatly 
varied in its level ; where t|\e country runs to th(S 
n'orth-weft, to join Ben-Lomond.-r-Turning to th« 
north-weft you behpld the Clyde advancing with 
Increafing piajefty to pour itfdf i^tp the Frith <ii- 
itinguiihed by its name. And fiill, as it s^dvances^ 
its progref^ difplays a richer fcene of veflfels coming 
and going, of cultivated fields, and of handfome^ 
or (hug hqufes, thickly fcattered on either fide. In 
the angle between the Leven and the Clyde rifes a 
fine hill, the front of which was at this time cover* 
ed y^ith corn in fhoeksj — —behind was grazing 
ground pverfpread, In part, with whins, furze, and 
broom ; beyond which I obferved trees : and fcw- 
rs)l neat honfes were fcattered round. On the quar- 
ter 
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ler immediately oyer the town flood a houfe, fho 
^rieg^ce of the appearsOice of which, induced me to 
a& who the proprietor might be. I learned, that 
he wa$ a lawyer. And from this faft alone a tray 
seller might fafely venture to conclude th;it there U 
as well w^e^th as buiinefs in the circ^mjacent coun* 
try. Wherever the lawyers, pra&ifing before the 
the fiierriff-ccnirts, are men of fortune or confident- 
tion, one may &fety infer, that there muft be a good 
deal pf commercial bufinefs, of one fort or another, 
idone in the neighbourhood, to produce litigations if 
sHid that there puft be money to pay the expsncef 
0f litigation^ 

The plain between the town of Dumbarton^ 
|nd the rock on which the caiUe ftands, is divided 
into (man parks ; aifd thefe are fenced with thorn 
hedges, fhdtered within dry floiie walls, Th<j 
ground poWttk^ by the inhabitants of the town 
will, no doubt, brip^ no inconfiderable rent fbf 
)Jie icre. But what might be the particular fum, I 
liegleded tq enquire. 

The prtndpal flrcct of the town of Dumbartoisi 
feemed to me to have an air of decayed grandeur; 
It might perhaps be, becaufe my imagination wal 
pleated by the veneration which I had been previ* 
8\jfly taught to entertain for its antiquity. Yet, 

the 
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the time was, when it ferved, in fome fort, as «t 
fca-port to Glafgow. Greenock and Port-Glafgpw 
were not then fo coniiderabk as they have fiace be- 
come. Here are three glals-boufes, the property of 
Olafgow merchants. The cotton-manufadure Aout- 
liihing through the whole neighbourhood, makes 
the labouring people, if not rich, at leaft comfort- 
able. It was on a Saturday night I reached Dum- 
barton. ' I was too much £sitigued to get up early: 
enough, next morning, to attend divine fervice ia 
the church. It was on the Sunday forenoon there- 
fore, that I wandered round the environs, and vi- 
fited the caftle. As I returned to the inn, I met 
the congregation juft leaving the church. The 
children, in coni^derablc numbers, were among 
them, with their bibles under their arms. Th^* 
whole company whom I h^ met, wo;re in their af- 
peft a decent air of devotion, becoming the iandi- 
ty of the day, and the folemnity of the fervice in 
vhich they had l?een engaged. They were 5ad in 
comfortable, and, many of them, even in expeniive 
clothes. But the fafliion appeared in my eyes e£- 
ceedingly awkward, and, in fome manner peculiar 
to thetnfelves. The men were ftout, but coarfe fi- 
gures. The women I thought fingularly^homely, 
not to fay ugly. Indeed of all the places I have vi- 
lited, I fliould be inclined to diftinguiih Dumbarton 
^ the fj^t of fjpmale homelinels. But, this is a qu% 
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Jity with which female virtue delights to dwell ; it 
Inay be fuppofed that the good women of this an* 
dent burgh are chafte as they are homely. The 
Church being now emptied, I ftrolled into the 
Church-yard. It was filled with grave-ftones of va- 
rio«s forms and ages ; but I could perceive no very 
remarkable monumental curiofity. By the infcrip- 
tions on the grave-ftones, however, I could learn 
that Buchanan and Macfarlane are two of the moft 
common firnames in this place. Colquhoun is ano« 
ther which often occurs. The Clans of thefe names 
were, in the days of Scottiih Clanftiipy feated in the 
neighbourhood. . ^ 

Dumbarton ""is the chief town in the county of 
Ilennox or Dumbarton. Its fchool \^ as once famous. 
I know not whether it ftill continues to produce 
fuch excellent fcholars as in former times. I fhould 
fuppofe, that as the induftry and opulence of the 
circumjacent country continue to increafe, and as 
the Weft Highlands are peopled and improved^ 
Dmibarton *may become more confiderable than it 
is at prefent. I obferved indeed a number of new 
houfes on the weft fide of the Leven, and others 
alfo upon the fouth^eaft quarter of the town. 
The fame caufes which have begun to enlarge the 
extent of this place^ may probably continue their 
^iperation. 

To 
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To GzASGOfr. 

•Vv E at length left Dumbarton^ and proceeded isp 
the eaftern bank of the Clyde to Olafgow^ Neat 
the town which we had left^ the pfain \^s divided 
by hedges and ftane-fchces into fidds which feemed 
to be carefully cultivated. Wheat, oats, barley, 
^th fome flax are the crops chiefly raafed in this 
neighbourhood; The natural fwafd has in many 
}>kce9, yielded M the culture Hf fthrdgii grafles. 
Under the rock of DrUmbuck, which I have alrdt-i 
dy mentioned, as fronting Dumbarton Gaftle, U 
tiow ^ printing and blefacfafield. As it was Sunday, 
I me( many people on the road, fome travelUi^^ 
others ftroliing the adjacent ^dds, and others agaid 
£iutitering at the doors of the little hedge-ale- hon* 
ieSi They were all clean, and even well drdSkd ; 
And as I proceeded, I thought, I could obfervc that 
^oarfenefs of features which I had remarked at 
Dumbarton^ to give place tti fbmething mor^^f 
beauty and expreflion. Late as it was in the fea* 
fon, the fcene was finely animated, alid even beau* 
4iful,' in comparifon with the wild £jeiies among 
^'Ikidi I had lately wandered. On the declivity of 
the hiSs which l had upon my left hand, plantations 
♦f trees of various ages, were irregularly, fcattcred* 

Amidft 
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AmuHl thcfc, I could occafionally difccrn the front, 
the gabel^ the roof, oi* the chimnies of an, hand* 
ifomc villa. Where the woods opened, corn-fields 
hot yet entirely cleared of their crops, were com- 
monly interfperfed. Where nothing but open pa& 
turegronnd appeared; yet even. there, although 
drags might rife above, the gcncaal. colour of the 
iurfajce was no unpleaiing, yelbwiQg ihade of green« 
Towjurds the river j^ the profped wis yet^oiore agree* 
able. The whole way -fide was thickly fet, fi>me-» 
times with fingle honfcs, and at other times with 
Tmallclufters together. Whereveir the plain ftretch-> 
ffed to any confiderablc extent between the heightaf 
and the riveri. it was adorned with drnamented 
farm-houfes— i/i'r/Bfx ^r/i^j— or with villas on a lar4 
get fcale, each with its little decorated domain lying 
around it. On the farther bank of the river, the 
&cnt was not leis naturaUy beautiful, nor did it ap-« 
pear to pofTefs fewer of thefe ornaments, which po* 
pulation, wealth, art, and induftry fpread over the 

trface of the earth. I particularly rccoUeft the un- 
iial afped of one very fliowy, clofe upon the eat 
tern bank of the river. When I aiked its name, I 
learned, that it was called Frilky-hall. It was illu- 
minated and' painted, and digbt up in that tafle 
which miftakes finery for elegance. 

Vgiu. L Bbb At 
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c'iAt no great diflance from- Dumbarton Tftiiuflt 
Dtmglafs-^czHlc, a fortrefs of fojhe not€ ii\ the §coU 
tiffi hiftory. ^.'.How changed the afpeft of thefe fcencs? 
-^riiow altered the manners of J:hcir inhabitants froni 
what they \i'drp, when the caftles of Dunglafs and of 
DumbartQp^.w6re.thcimportabt -places iti this vici- 
nity y when liutaiqg wild airimals, tending donaefti- 
cated dnes, fb^iiig ahd yeaping fome very fmalt 
quantides of gf ainr^ taking a-few fiihes,^ and plun- 
dering their neighbours — wer« all the arts, arid all the 
modes of induftry which the people knew ? ..CaiUes 
and foTtreffes »« now places of coHiparativdy fmall 
Ci&f\fequetoce :^ kifbead e£ war being the common 
4rade, the arts of war are lefs known to- the people 
in general,- than the mechanic or fine arts of the la- 
feft invention or improvement were to our forefa- 
thets : No modes of attack or d^nce, but.thofe o£ 
litigMion a.re known : Hunting is almoft as little 
praclifed as the art of war : Sedentary induftry isr 
the general employment; And all the envied enjoy* 
mcnts confift in fedentary luxury. 

i jSucH were the defultory pefleiEliohs which arofe 
in my mind, whenever the objecb which appeared 
before, me, could not entirely engrofs my attendon.* 
Few monuments, of antiquity occurred, to attradk 
my notice. Thefe have been either deftroVedy for 
the moft part, by the injuries of timej or it may be 

that 
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diat they are now obleufcd, although* perhaps ftill 
«xiftiAg, .by the more fplendid creations of the taftife 
.and opulence of theprefent time, : It is indeed, in 
a country which has continued to improve in weahh 
and population, that' the monuments of antiquity 
arc leaft permanent. When -the fohs^ife nbove the 
wealth and the ingenuity of their fathers, they defpife 
their :art6, their pleafurcs, and their worj^. They 
alter the cuftoms which thofe eftablifhed ; they pull 
down the ftruftures which they reared, to raife 
others more ftatdy where they flood ; They <:onfe- 
•crate their to^ibs with no fuperftitious reverence; 
Nor are they reftrained from violating their altars, 
by any thing of rcli^ous awe. But, where fuc- 
<eeding generations have degenerated from thfe 
'glory, and dedined from the fplendour of their anf- 
ceftors; where a country once the feat of art and 
opulence has been defolated ; where pofterity, if 
they have not greatly declined from the dignity of 
the charafter of their fathers, have atieaft advanced 
hut little above it: — ^There will th?- works of arl- 
tiquity be preferved with pride and reverence-; 
Here w^ll every thing be refpefted, that tends to re- 
fleft upon the fucceffors fome part of the glory of 
-their predeceflors: Arid ii by a decline in tafte, in 
knowledge, and in fentimcnt, they Ihall have-be- 
icome too ftupid to eftimate aright the merits of 
^ofe monuments which preferve among them the 
B b b 2 » memory 
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imcmory of Tjettcr times^—- — yet their qym work| 
Are all too paltry to obfcure thofe which preiTerye the 
remembrance of their progenitors. 

As I advanced, I reimrked, on my left hand, a 
ridg« of crags, the name of which 1 learned, upon 
enquiry, to be Kirkpatrick Heights,— as tha^t of the 
the gently Hoping declivity between thofe crags and 
the highway — ^is — ^the Braes of Kirkpatrick. * This 
Kirkpatrick is a parifh, named' from the celebrated 
St Patrick, a Britiih Scot, who paffed over frona 
Stratdyde and preached Chlriftianity to the IrifliJ 
Patrick is faid to have been a native of tjjiis "neigh- 
bourhood* The church of this pariih has been an- 
ciently dedicated to him. It feemsto have been 
5in edifice of fome extent and confequence in tht 
times when the parif^ churches of Scotlahd^ had lit- 
tle ftatelinefs or inagnificenCe to riecommend them. 
I bbferved, too, fome funeral monument^ in the 
church yard-^which is clofe by. the way- fide, more 
curioufly finiihed, than thofe which Gray defcribei 
in thefe lines : '' " ' ' ' ' -• . > 

' " Yet, even thefe bones from infujt to proteA, 
Some frail memorial ftillcrefted nigh, ' ^ 
With uncotith rhimts and aftlefs fculpture deck'd 
Ipaplores the paflirig tribute of a JSigh, " ^ ^ 

.1 *v..,.I 
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*f:^^i€m .Rihkpidrtit to Giafgew^ the couBtry. fe ftai 
pttie mi mobe liMckiy ibt lirith lioufcs j the fields 
^e fnore apd ibore M)divided, and ^t the fasniiq; 
tiriue, more ' and :nuire ornamented : the cOnnjtry 
^3bins indeed to run, by an infenfible gradafioq 
intq tbc'town^ fb^s to leave it difl5x:ult for a fijant 
ger to difcern exaftly where tjxe town end3, an4 
the country begins. . v . 

' Jls Iprocecdecl, I faw fqme inftanccs of thse li- 
cence of a Glafgow Sundaiy. ' The time was, when 
the inhabitants ufed to fanOify the Lord^s day with 
yeailiar fofemnity, nay even %yitji a degree of fui. 
jerfiitious teverfncc. None mi^t negleft due at- 
tendance at church : tiope might feutiter carelefsly 
iligrotigh the flreets : convivial snjdyment could b^ 
indulged in, only under the m^Sk of religion,; thp 
4u*-do»r of a man's devotion, and the correcinefe of 
his niorility were eftimated by the xeal with\wbich 
he liflened to long fei-mbns, uttered or joined in 
long pray eris, and maintained what was fancied a 
(religious austerity of afpeft and deportment,— Thofe 
<iays are paft. In the progrefs Of its population, 
induftry, :and refinement, GJafgow has Joft muc^ 
•of its ancient piety. All ranks of its inhabi|:aats 
4tem now to confider Sunday , as a day they i^^y 
^lawfully dedicate to amufenaeat. The more iworth- 
ikfi and Jicentioiis part of ;the labouring; artt»o$ 
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fpend the evening of Saturday^ all Sundiay, and €br 
forenoon of Monday^ in that c^Effipation and^riot; 
the means of which, the wages of the foregoing 
week have enabled them to purchaie. Thofe of this 
c1a(s whofe manners are fomewhat lefs profligato^ 
make Sunday ^xcurfions into the country, vifit 
their friends and acquaintance, and chear than.- 
felves with a dinner more comfortable than ordina* 
ry. There is yet a third divifion of men in the 
famc'fituation, who indeed go to church for fome 
part of the day, and perhaps read a page or two 
of the bible or fome other pious book' at home, but 
think it reafonable to give the far greater part of 
the day to amufement of what they deem an harm* 
lefs nature. The manufafturers and merchants, if 
obliged to ipend the forenoon in their counting 
rooms, make a point however, of appropriating the 
afternoon and evening. to convivial enjoyment, — 
with the abftraftion.of a fhort intervaj.? in which 
Tifing, in gay fpirits, from the table, they repair to 
the Tontine Coffec-hopfe to talk over the news of 
the day, and the tranfaftions of tjie week, and to 
make up parties- for fupper, or for fome future din- 
-«er. If, -happily, not detained by bufinefein theforcr 
<noon ; they make parties to ride out into thexoimr 
try^ and to dine at fome inn, or perhaps at the vil- 
la of fome friend, or of the rambler^s own. The 
H^nner i$ a gay one ^ the conyiviaUty being nowife 

commonly 
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L "fflBiaiorily rctxijt'n, in //>»rf/ Ifpfrits, to to.wnr^Th« 
/ reftraincd by the fencHty of thc-day, and th^t party 
^ tferks, Ibop-nien, and apptentices ihaki this no Ids a 
day of rf creationjthan their maftersJ On the Sundayi 
the clcrkand. tKcfliop-manhire'^horfes, put on boots 
and fpurs, and >faljy out like & many knights-er-J 
rant^ tp exhilik^themfdves as gentlemen, on the 
highways, and at the inns and country villages- 
Having but. one day in feven, oh.^which to. aft irr 
this high charaftcr, they are willing to make tho 
taioft of that feventh day. They accordingly ride out 
in .the moft furious manner, if they have been learh>* 
ed to fit 9n hqrfeback, bc^attcr the foot-paffeqgers^ 
^ccioftiand abufe every civil ilranger they may hap{ 
p9n tQ meet, get drunk at the inns, fwear at the 
landlord and waiters, and return homewards in all 
the glory of drunkennelis, vulgarity, andinfolence. 

i HAD occafion to remark, on the highway, as I 
inewnear to the city of Glafgow, ippearancetf 
enough to juftify all that I have here faid. I was 
unlucky enough to fall in with two young men who 
&emed to .be of the laft of the defcriptiohs abovfe- 
mentioned. Not being of a temper to enter eager- 
ly into converfation with ftrangers, I paffed them ci* 
irily ; flackening my fpeed sts I paffed them : and then 
renewing the round trot at which I had been before 
riding, I was foon furprifed, however, to hear the 

gentlenven^ 
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gendanen whom I £id left bdiiod^ ride {m i ou Bf 
afterme. I held In 1117 horfe that Jtliey might psifo 
Theypafled, but immediatdy halted, fo that rcould 
pot avoid oyertakixlg; them^ Sltill unwilling to j0iti 
company wkh them, I again paiflfed,. but was foon 
again oyenaken^ t then determined to ride on^ as 
before I had firft come up with^diem, carelefe whe^ 
thwr with, before, or behind them* But, they ptar* 
Med to teize dnd periecdte me,^ by one little art^ 
or another, till my patience wase^baufied, and my 
fortitude ftibdued: t addrefibd them gently and 
fiifamiifively j and by ibothing their pride and petn-^ 
)ance, was then fufiered to ride, on quietly in tt>A'i 
pany with them^ Such are tiiie incidents which a 
tifavdler cannot well avoid itaeeting with, on a 8111^ 
day; in the vicitiity of this city • - ^ 

i HAVE'lkld that, the faeafbr the city, Co much 
li^ greater was the profuli<Mi of viHa$ and of m&i- 
ature pleafure- grounds furroiinding them: I \v^.i 
Could add, that fo much the more did the t^e ol 
the houfes and the grounds £eem to improvet But, 
I am, in truth, afraid that the environs of Glafgow^ 
exhibit fome inftances of that falfe tafte which haa 
been fometimes laicj to the charge of opulent dti- 
atens. The wood was commonly difpofed in bdtt 
with a regular alternation of unplanted fiupes;,. fo aa 
to g^ye the whole, much of the appearanqe of a pieoet 

of 
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bf ftripied doth. Thefe was fomething cutbuily 
afFeded about the houfes ahd officc-houfes. lodeedj 
I have been not a littk diverted to remark, that 
fliop-ibeepers dialing in pajrti-coloured ftuffs are apt 
to paint their fliop-doors, &c. after the patterns of 
their ftuffs ; and to transfer to their d^elling-hou- 
fes, thofe decorations which have fet off their ihops 
to fuch advantage. Th^ is but one inftance ; But 
the tafte df tradefmeii whofe time has been other- 
wife employed, than in cultivating the Fine Arts^ 
is generally guided by this anak>gy« It were in- 
vidious to enumerate a multitude of particular in- 
ilances, 3ut the obfervation of them in t&is neighc^ 
bourhdod, afforded tne fome aniufem^nt. I iaw^ 
it the fame time, a number of truly handfome^ 
fometimes indeed iplendid lioufes, grounded with 
grounds laid oilt in the happieft tafte and witiji 
the greateft ikilL All fuch fields as were not occo^ 
pied with plantations, or kept facred frpni th^ 
pldugh^ that they might afford the ornamoit of 
verdant, level lawn,— ^^were covered with plentiful 
ct&ps of corn, moftly in the fhock, but feeming to 
have been cut down, while it was ftill u^inpe. 

At the vilbge of Partick^ the road leads 3(70^$ 
the Kehin. Here are Ronfiderable ipilni, at which i^ 
prepared a great part^ ^f the wheat and flour con* 
fumed in Glafgow» A dyke has been drawn aapfi 

Voi.. I. C c c tho 
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the river to carry off water for the mills. The rivW 
was at this time much fwollen by the rains which 
had lately fallen ; in confequence of vs^hich fiich a 
body of water poured over the dyke as to forita a 
fine water-fall. The height from whix:h the water 
fell, was not indeed Icrfty : but the fheet of water 
was fo cohfiderable, that it formed truly a grand 
bbjed^. The force with which it fell broke a part 
into fmall drops and into vapour, which, rifing, 
hovered over it, like a raift. The drops fell upon 
vs in rain, as we rode along the bank. — ^Near the 
bridge I obferved an old building concerning which 
I was curious to obtain fome information. I learn^ 
ed only, that, it was ufually caUed the old Cajik. 

Immediately beyond the bridge, on die way to 
the town, and oppolite to the miUs, is a piece tiS 
riling ground, which feems to be kept for a grais- 
jpark. It has been once, I ihduld fuppc^, furround^ 
ed ^?«4th trees. Scnne fine old trees flill grow, opr 
pofite, on the fide of the mills. But, I was fikigu- 
larly flruck with the afpeft of one old trunk, with- 
in the park, ML the upper part has long iince die- 
cayed, or has been cut away. The bark has been 
peeled cM from the remaining part of the trunks 
a:nd it has been worn, feemingly, by accident, to 
the relemblance of one of thofe rude flone pillars, 
^hich ^re found in fome parts in Sc9tland, and are 

fuppofed 
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fuppofed to have been fet up by our anoeftors, as 
inonumeats of remar]|^ble military events. 

We foon after entered Glafgow by the way of 
Anderfion. The houfes in this fuburb appeared tq 
me, to be in general fpacious and elegant above the 
condition of their prefent inhabitants. I ihoul4 
fuppofe, that, this may once have been a favourite 
place of refidfsnce fpr the more opulent inhabitants 
of Gla%ow. In the progrefe of the city, and in the 
improvement of the tafte, apd the advancement of 
the wealth of its citizens j other fireets and other 
fuburbs have becom^ more fafiiionable places of reii- 
dence than Anderfton, It feems to be now occUr 
pied chiefly by weavers and petty fhop-keepers. Thb 
firepts were thronged with decent tradesrpeople, in 
their Sunday's clothes. The neatnefs of their drefs 
befpoke the comfortableneis, or at ieaft pofiible com^ 
fortaUenefs of their drcumftances. AU wore fuck 
an air of decency and happinefs as could not but be 
pleafing to a benevolent mind. I proceeded to ffenir 
piing*s Inriy where I had formerly been^*— and had 
experienced the moft civil and attentive treatment. 
In a commodious aqd well-fumiflied houfe. 

fVP OF T^fi FIRST yoL};f^^. 
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Translated BT Mr HEROlsr. 

I4 Travels through Arabia, and other Countries in the Eaff^ 
by M. Neibahr. ." llluttrtited with Maps and f latcs, « 
vols. 8vo. price 1 2s. in boards. 

%* The Tranflator in- kis Preface, after tracing the out- 
line of tKefe travels, adds ; " ITiey afford the laiteft, and 
Uidt6d almoft the only topographical account of Arabia, hi 
ihe hands of the European public. Being the refults of the 
Obfervation, not of one man only, but of a party of travel- 
lers, and thofe all well qualified to direft then* attention ill 
9 proper line of enquiry ^ they contain foch a body of truly 
valuable information, as is to be met with in very tew other 
Volumes of Travels. Relating to a country famous fram 
tte eiirlteft ages of antiquity^ they are thus rendered pecu<* 
liarly intereftmg by the nature of their fubjedt. They throw 
inueh new light on the hiftorical events, the laws, the wor- 
|bip, and the cuftoms recorded in f hq did Teftament. And 
I muft upCin the whole confefs, that I have never before had 
it in my power to abufe fo good an occaCoii of receiving 
real mental imprpvertient, with rational aamfement, as that 
which tbe Ttanflating this work has afforded me." 

JL A new Colle£tion of Moral Tales, writteri by the celc- 
' brated Marmontel, and nov^ firft Tranfiated,- in j vols^ 
lOmo. 7*. 6d. 
, *^f lyiarmontet has again tried in his old s^ge, a fpecies o^ 
writing, in which he was extremely fuccefsful in his youth. 
Tears feem to have iinpaired neither the vigour, nor the 
delicacy of his genius. Seldom has moral wifdom been ar- 
rayed in s( more charming dreft than it here wears. He' hai 
IKilfully felefted the charaflersj the fituations, the incldentsf 
in bufi^^^ti life «K^ith are the mqft generally imefefting, and 
has combinea them into fortic.of the fweeteft, hap'pieft forms 
that hncj evef crtnttA ; on the rejttrties of life, he by fame 
wotrderful art uib Known to all'b\^)E |ii4n.felf> at leaft if we ex- 
Ctpi the authof of the Vicar of Wakefield^ has conferred at 
magic* power to pleafe." 

III. Gonfalvo of Cordova ; trandatcd from the French of 

M. Florian, 3 vols, fmall 8vo. 7s. 6d. fewed. 

*^* Of all the popular writings of Florian, Gonfalvo 

bears the higheft charaAer.— A more beautiful, interefting 

work of imagination^ never appeared in the Engliih language. 
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